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AS  tbe  privileges  of  the  Scots  in  France  are  a 
consequence  of  the  union  and  alliance  which  sub- 
sisted so  many  ages  between  the  two  crowns,  it  is 
necessity,  in  the  first  place,  to  treat  what  regards 
that  alliance,  in  order  tq  come  afterwards  to  the 
privileges  granted  by  the  Kings  of  France  to  the 
Scots.. 


CHAP.  I. 

THE  ALUANCS  OF  FBAHCS  AND  SCOTLAND. 

"    It  is  the  general  opinion  of  all  the  Scottish  his- 
torians, that  the  alliance  of  the  French  and  Soots  is 
A  n 
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2  MEMOIRS  OF  THE  ALLIANCE 

as  ancient  as  Charlemagne.  *  Some  French  histo- 
rians have  related  the  same  fact ;  and  so  undoubted 
did  it  appear  in  France  under  Henry  II.  that  in 
the  f  contract  of  marriagfe  between  Francis  the 
Dauphin  his  son,  and  Mary  Queen  of  Scotland,  it 
is  expressly  said,  that  the  friendship  of  the  two 
kingdoms  had  subsisted  eight  hufcdr£d  *  years ; 
which  carries  it  up  to  the  reign  of  Charlemagne. 
And  the  ancient  author  of  Chronicon  Normaniae,  J 
speaking  of  Charles  the  Bald  in  the  year  8*8,  seems 
to  insinuate  this  alliance  in  these  terms :  "  Rex 
Scotorum  ad  Carolum,  pacts  ei  amicilue  gratia,  le- 
gates cum  muneribus  mittit^  fyc*  [The  King  of 
Scotland  to  Charles,  for  peace  and  friendship's 
sake,  sendeth  ambassadors  with  presents,  &c] 

David  Chamber,  one' of  the  lords' of  council  and 
session  at  Edinburgh,  in  his  history  dedicated  to 
Henry  III.  King  of  France,  in  1579/  produces  a 
series  of  treaties  of  alliance  between  the  Kings  of 
France  and  Scotland,  which  he  pretends  to  liave 
taken  from  ancient  Scottish  Historians  no  longer  to 
be  found. 

Such  are  tlie  treaties  of  alliance  between  Philip  i! 
King  of  France,  and  ||  Malcolm  III.  King  of  Scot- 
land ;  between  Lewis  VII.  and  §  Malcolm  1VJ  and 
between  the  same  Lewis  VII.  and  ^f  William  King 
of  Scotland ;  between  Phtltp-41.  and  **  Alexan- 
der II. ;  between  St.  Lewis  and  f  f  Alexander  III. 

But  whatever  be  in  those  first  alliances,  of  which 

■-'"  '  '  'i      

*  Jo.  Fotdon.  lib.  3,  cap.  48.  Boeth.  L 10/  p.18*,  &c 
Jo.  Major,  L.  2.  c  13.  Paul  JEnuL — +  Printed  by  Leonard. 
^±  Chf»n.  Hdhjmui.;  edit.  Duch&ne,  p.  tt&  -J|  David' Gham- 
bre  hist.  %  129-1§  lb, '/.  1 4&rJT  Ik  U4i.— ** tb.  £l  W— 

/ . 

j 
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we  c&n  vouch  neither  'certain  documents,  nor  au- 
thentic copes,  it  is  unquestionable,  that,  to  begin 
from  Philip  the  Fair*  there  runs  an  uninterrupted 
train  of  alliances  between  the  Kings  of  France  and 
of  Scotland,  down  to  Henry  IV.  and  James  VI. 
Even  in  the  year  1386,  the  treaty  of  Charles  the 
Fair  and  Robert  I.  shows  that  there  had  been  "  a* 
friendship  or  alliaiice  of  long  standing  between  out 
predecessors  Kings  of  France,  and  .our  kingdom, 
on  one  part,  and  the  Kings  of  Scotland,  and  the 
saiid  kingdom  of  Scotland,  on  the  other/'  .  These 
are  Kibg  Charles's- own  words  in  the  treaty,  whieh 
dearly  Supposes  that  the  alliance  between  France 
and  Scotland  is  far  niore  ancient  than  his  time, 
though  we  ibjrre  ndt  now 'extant  any  authentic 
eopy:  rf  ftiiofc  treaties  prior  to  that,  of  Philip  the 
IVurand  Jqhn  BaUo^in  ;295:i  • ;     X 

Here.&flows  the  series  of  thbse  treaties  of  whick 
any  copies  renuuny  and  .of  iwhkh  the  originals 
were  actually  amongst :  the  charters  of  France  in 
Henry  IIAtiihe,,  according  to  an  inventory  made 
of  themr  together  with,  thft  treaties  of  France  and 
Engknd,  by  Mr,  Du.  Tillet,  clerk  of  parliament, 
and  printed  in  folio*  1588. 
,  Treaty  of  alliance  between  Philip  the  Fair,  * 
Song  of  France,  and  John  Baliol,  King  of  Soot- 
land,  concluded  at  Paris,  the  23d  of  October,  1295. 

Treaty  of  alliance  between  Charles  IV,  sur- 
named  the.  Fair,  King  of  France,  and  Bobert  I, 
King  of  SootUfcd,  concluded  in  1326. 

Charles*  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Franca 

ft  Bjihe*  fo*leta  Apglkfe,  torn*  II,  p.  $80,  £c 
2 
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and  Navarre,  to  all  who  shall  see  and  hear  these 
presents,  greeting.  As  amongst  other  things 
whereby  kings  reign,  and  kingdoms  are  governed, 
a  meet  and  ne&essary  thing  it  is,  that  princes 
should  ally  themselves  together  by  bond  of  friend- 
ship and  good-will,  in  order,  the  grievances  of 
those  who  desire  to  grieve  them,  more  forcibly  Et 
restrain ;  and  the  tranquillity  of  them,  and  of  their 
subjects,  more  peaceably  to  secure;  we,  having 
this  in  regard,  are  willing  to  renew  by  treaty  the 
friendship  and  good-will,  which  have  long  sub- 
sisted between  our  predecessors  Xing*  of  Fftmee 
and  our  kingdom,  on  one  part,  and  the  Kings  Of 
Scotland  and  the  said  kingdom  of  Scotland  on  the 
other,  with  the  noble  Prince  Robert*  by  the  grace 
of  God,  King  of  Scotland,  our  special  friend* 
against  the  King  of  England,  whose  predecessor 
have  often  laboured  to  aggrieve  die  s*id kingdctas 
of  France  and  Scotland  in  many  and  sundry  waya. 
And  this  we  do  by  these  envoys,  namely, 
Thomas  Ranulph,  Earl  of  Moray,  Lord  of  Watts, 
Afinand,  and  Man,  Mr.  James  Dun,  Archdeacon 
of  St.  Andrews,  doctor  of  laws,  Adam  Moray, 
doctor  in  canon  law,  and  Walter  Tyntbam,  cano* 
of  Glasgow,  all  vested  with  special  power  in  form 
following :  "  Universis  prsesentes  literas  inspector 
lis,  Robertus  Dei  gratia  rex  Scotorum,  saJutem. 
Noverit  univeratas,  quod  nos  facimus,  eonstitui- 
mus,  et  per  prsesentes  ordinamus,  dilectos  et  fide» 
les  nostros  Thomam  Ranulphi  comitem  Moravia?, 
dominum  Vallis,  Annandi  et  Manni,  nepotem  nos- 
trum carissimum,  Robertum  de  Keth  mariscballum 
Scotiae,  magistros  Jacobum  Dun  archidiaconum 
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Sagcti  Apdrese,  legum  professorem,  Adamum  de 
Moravia,,  decretorum  doctorem,  et  Walterum  de 
Tintbqm  caupnicum  ecclesise  Glascoensis,  procu- 
ra,tpres  nc^ros/et  nuncios  specials,  ad  tract  and  urn 
cum  § erenissimp  princjpe  domino  Carolo,  Dei  gra^- 
tia  Francis?  et  .Navarrae  regi  illustri,  super  quibus- 
cumque  confcederationibus  inter  ipsum,  haeredes 
suop,  prp£ei$$  etregnipolas  regni  sui,  ex  parte  una, 
et  nos,  haeffde?  nostras,  proceres  et  regnicolas 
regni  npstri,  ex  altera,  ineundis ;  dantes  iisdera,  et 
dicto  cpmiti,  cum  quatuor,  tribus,  duobus,  aut  uno 
eorumdem,  plenariam,  generalem  et  liberam  potes- 
tatem,  ac  specials  mandatum,  cum  eodem  serenis- 
IHjno  principe,  seu  quibuscumque  ejus  potestatem 
ad.  hasp  babejjtibus,  cujuscumque  status,  condi- 
tipnis  aut  dignitatis,  existant,  tractandi,paciscendi, 
firmandi,  et  wallandi,  nomine  nostro  et  regni  nos* 
tri,  quascumque  confcederationes,  obligationes,  et 
facta,  quibus  inter  eumdem  regem  illustrem,  hae- 
redes suos,  et  proceres  et  regnicolas  regni  nostri, 
perpetuae  confcederationis  et  amicitiae  secura  firmi- 
t^s  ppterit  concordari ;  ratum  etgratum  habentes 
et  babituri  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris,  proce- 
ribus  et  regnicolis  nostris  regni,  quicquid  iidem, 
aut  dictus  comes,  cum  quatuor,  tribus,  duobus, 
aut  ur*q  eorumdem,  cum  eodem  domino  rege,  vel 
ejus  potestatem  habentibus,  faciendum  duxerint 
vel  duxerit  in  praemissis.    In  cujus  rei  testimonium, 
praesentibus  Uteris  sigiHum  nostrum  praecipimus 
apponu    Datum  apud  Donde  vigesimo  die  Aprilis, 
annogratiae  miflesimo  trecentesimovicesimoquinto; 
et  anno  regni  nostri  vicesimo."    [To  all  who  shall 
behold  these. presents,  Robert,  by  the  grace  of 

3 
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God,  King  of  Scots,  greeting.  Be  it  known  to  all 
men,  that  we  make,  constitute,  and  by  these  pre- 
sents appoint,  our  trust y  and  well-beloved  Thomas 
Banulph,  Earl  of  Moray,  Lord  of  WaUs,  Atmand, 
and  Man,  our  most  dear  nephew,  Robert  of  Keith1, 
Marischalof  Scotland,  Masters  James  Dun,  Arch- 
deacon of  St  Andrews,  professor  of  laws,  Adam 
of  Moray,  doctor  in  canon  law,  and  Welter, of 
Tyntham,  canon  of  the  church  of  Glasgow, -our 
procurators  and  special  envoys,  to  treat  with  the 
most  serene  Prince  Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
of  France  and  Navarre  illustrious  King,-  concern* 
ing  any  alliances  or  engagements  whatsoever  to  be 
made  between  himself,  his  heirs,  bis  nobles,  and 
his  people,  on  one  part,  and  us,  our  heirs,  our 
nobles,  and  our  people,  on  the  other;  granting  to 
the  same,  and  to  the  said  Earl,  together  with  any 
four,  three,  two,  or  one  of  the  same,  full,  general, 
and  free  power,  and  special  warrant,  to  treat,  sti- 
pulate, confirm,  and  corroborate  with  the  same 
most  serene  Prince,  or  any  persons  vested  with  his 
power  for  this  purpose,  of  what  station,  condition, 
o*  dignity  soever,  in  our  name,  and  in  name  of  our 
kingdom,  any  alliances,  obligations,  and  deeds, 
whereby  the  perpetual  alliance  and  friendship  be- 
tween the  same  illustrious  King,  his  heirs,  and 
his  nobles,  and  the  inhabitants  of  our  kingdom, 
may  be  firmly  and  securely  cemented ;  holding 
and  to  hold  valid  and  valuable,  for  ourselves  and 
our  heirs,  our  peers,  and  our  people,  whatsoever 
the  same,  or  the  said  Earl,  with  any  four,  three, 
two,  or  one  of  the  same,  shall  judge  meet  to  be 
done  in  the  premises,  with  the  same  king  or  hfrr 
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plenipotentiaries*  In  testimony  whereof,  we  < 
mamd  oat  seal  to  be  appended  to  these  presents* 
Given  at'  Dwndee,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Aprils 
in  the  year  of  grace  one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  and  in  the  twentieth  year  of  our 
reign.]  ''       '  / 

We  have  made  alliance  in  manner  following,  to 
wit,  that  we,  ocnt  heirs,  our  successors  Kings  of 
France,  our  kingdom*  and  our  whole  community, 
are  bound  and  obliged  to  the  said  King  of  Scot- 
land, his  heirs,  his  successors  Kings  of  Scotland, 
bis  kingdom,  and  his  whole  community,  in  good 
faith,  as  loyal  allies,  whenever  they. shall  have  oc- 
casion for  aid  or  advice,  in  time  of  peace  or  war, 
against  the  King  of  England  and  his  subjects: 
that  we  shall  aid  and  advise  them,  Whereinsoever 
we  honestly  can  as  loyal  allies ;  and  if  we,  our 
heirs,  our  successors  Kings  of  France,  our  king* 
dcra,  or  oar  community  ,*hall  make  peace  or  truce 
with  the  King  of  England,  his  heirs  Kings  of  Eng-  ' 
land,  or  his  subjects,  that  the  King  of  Scotland, 
hk  heirs,  lus  successors  Kings  of  Scotland,  hi** 
kingdom,  and  Ins  community,  shall  be  excepted*; 
so  that  such  peace  or  trace  shall  be  null,  whenso? 
ever  war  b  waged  between  the  aforesaid  Kings  of 
Scotland  and  of  England :  and,  if  the  King  of 
Scotland,  his  heirs,  his  successors  Kings  of  Scot- 
land, Iris  kingdom,  and  his  community,  shall  make 
pence  or  trace  with  the  King  of  England  and  his 
subjects,  that  we,  our  heirs,  our  successors  Kings 
of  France,  our  kingdom,  and  our  whole  commu* 
nity,  shall  be  excepted ;  so  that  sueh  peacp  or 
truce  ahalji  be  null,  whensoever  war  is  waged  be- 
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tween  us  and.  the  said  King  o£  England  ■:  and  the 
said  v  King  of  Scotland,  bis  beirs  and  stuccesawa 
Kings  of  Scotland,:  shall  be  bound «a«i  obliged/ 1<> 
us,  our  heirs,  oikr  successor  Kings^  aud<ourk&g- 
-  dom,  to  make' war  upon  the  kingdom  of  England 
with  ill  their  force,  whensoever  war  is  waged  be- 
tween us  tod  the  King  of  England ;  the  truces 
betweenritbe  said  Kings  of  England  and  Scotland, 
already  made  and  pending^  in  what  manner  .soever 
concluded,  allfond  every  part  of  them  fiftnly  prcn. 
served  and  faithfully  performed.    We  promise,  in 
good  faith,,  to  the  said  procurators,  in  jmme;  pro-r 
curatorial  of  the  said  King  of .  Scotland,  both, ibr 
him  j  ourselves, our  heirs j  aadoHr  successor  Kings, 
our  kingdom;  and  onr  wbofe  ctoaoMUiaty^  in  twrns 
of  the  abovesaid,  inviolably  obliging^  alii  and  every 
one  of  the  isaid  articles  firmly  to  observe,  faithfully 
to  perform,  and  fully  to  accomplish.    All.  this  we 
promise  in  goad  fiuth,  as  it  concerns  us,  our.  heirs, 
our  successor  Kin^s,.  knd  our  kingdom ;  and  all 
this  hath  our  bridled  and  trusty  counsellor,  Quy- 
^hentfer,  sworn  in  our  presence,  and  oil  our  soul, 
upon  the  holy  gospels,-  at  our  command;  and 
<his  oath,  on  the:  soul  of  the  King  of  Scotland,  for 
him,  bis  heirs,  his  successors,  and  his  kingdom* 
hath  the  Earl  of  Moray,  nephew  to  the  King  of 
Scotland*  taken  according  to  special  eohxftrasion, 
whereof  >the  form  is  this :  ."«•  UoiYeims  Ghristi  fide* ' 
libus,  ad  quoirunx  novitiam  pteoseotes  literae  per- 
venerint,    Bobertus    Dei  gratia  rex    Scoiorum, 
salutam  in  Domino  sempitenfaam*    Novpritis  nos, 
per  progenies  litecas, dedisafe.plenari&nl  potestar 
teed  et  speetale  mandatum  Thorny  Ranulphr  cojniti 
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Moravise,  et  domino  Vallis,  Aaaandl  et  Ifamii, 
nepoti  n6stro  carissimcv  ad  jnrandum  in  animarn 
noetrato  super  quihnsenaqae  confcederationibus, 
obfigstionibus,  sen  pactia,  iriter  scseniagmum  prin^ 
cipem  dominum  Carolrcm  Dei  gratia:  regem  Franc- 
os* et  Navarrse  illastrem, ;  hsetedea  sues,  proceres 
et  regnicolas  regni  sui,  ex  parte  una,  et  aos,  hse* 
redes  nostras,  prooeres  et  regnicolas  regni  nostri, 
ex  altera,  firmios  ineundis;  et  quicquid  dktus 
comes,  jurando  in  aBitnanLnoetrasa,  in  dicto  nego» 
tio,  firmaverit,  not  ratum  et  finnusa  perpetuo  habi- 
turi  promittimus  bona,  fide.  In  eujus  rei  testimo* 
itiflffl9  pnesentitros  Kteiis  sigiHum  nostrum  prseci* 
pimus  appbni.  Datum  apud  D^nde  vicesimo  die 
Aprils,  anoo  gratia?  naUastmo  trectntesuno  vice- 
si»D  qatato,  et  ansa  regbt  yicesinKx"  [To  all  die 
faithful  in  Christ,  unto  wh6se  knowledge  these 
presents  shall  oon^  Robert,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
King  of  Scots*  sendeth  eternal  health  in  the  Lord. 
Be  it  known  to  you,  that  we,  by  these  presents, 
hove  given. Ml  power  and  special  mandate  to 
Thomas  ttanitlpb,  Earl  of  Moray,  and  Land  of 
Walls,  Amiand,  and  Man,  our  moat  dear  nephew, 
to  swear  upon  our  soul  to  the  rooie  firmly  estab* 
lkhing  any  affiances,  obligations,  or  conventions, 
whatsoever^  between  the  saost  serene  Prince  Charles, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Prance  and  Navarre  illus- 
trious King,  Ins  heirs,  bis  nobles,  and  his  people, 
on  one  part,  aid  us,  our  heirs* '.our  nobles,  and 
our  people,  on  the  other ;  and  whatsoever  the 
said  Earl,  by  swearing,  upon  our  soul,  shall  in  the 
said  negotiation  establish,  we  promise,  in  good 
faith,  to  bold  ratified  and  confirmed  for  ever.    In 
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testimony  whereof,  we  command  our  seal  to  be  ap- 
pended to  these  presents.  Given  at  Diindeeron 
the  twentieth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  grace 
one.  thousand  three  hundred  twenty*five,  and  in 
the  tiwentipth  year  of  fair  reign.]   >  •      ••']•• 

And,  to  the  end  that  this  thing  may  be  firm  and 
stable  in  all  time  coming,  we  have  caused  our  seal 
tojbe  affixed  to  these  presents.  .Given  at  Courbeny, 
in  the  year  of  •  grace ,  one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty-six,  n  the  month  of  April. 
-:  Renewal  of  the-  alliance. of  France  and  Scotland; 
between  Charles,  Dauphin  of  France,  (King  John 
his  father  being  prisoner  inEngland,)  and  David  II* 
King  of  Scotland,  at  Paris,  June  529, 136&  * 
-  Renewal  of  the  said  alliance  between; , the  Sings 
Charles  VJ  of  Trance,  and  Robert  II.. of.  Scotland, 
at  Vincenneg,  June  3,  137L  t  .*'*'  •■'-  <>«  iVvVif 
.  Renewal  of  the  said  alliance  betweeti  Charles  VL 
King  of  France,  and  Robert  III*>  Sing-  of  Scot- 
land, March  3,  1390.  J  •■-    <•:.-.. 

Renewal  of  the  said  alliance ;  between  the  said 
Charles  VI.  King  of  France,  and  Robert  Duke  of 
Albany,  Regent  of  Scotkrid  during  the  captivity 
of  King  James  I.  in  1407. 

Renewal  of  the  said  alliance  between  Charles  VII. 
King  of  France,  and  Murdoch  Duke  of  Albany, 
Regent  of  Scotland,  in  1423.  §  ,  •  ,  <. 

Renewal  of  the  said  alliance  bet  ween  Charles 
VII.  King  of  France,  and- James  L  Kiog  of  Scot- 
land, in  1488.  ||  >   .-\   i:*  . 


«  Du  Tfflet's  collectionof  treaties,  p.  80— f  P«  W**-t  P- M 
_§p.!37— Hp.13* 
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Renewal  of  tjie  said  alliance  between  the  same 
Charles  VII*  King  of  France,  and  James  II.  King 
of  Scotland,  in  1448.  * 

Renewal  of  the  said  alliance  between  Charles 
VIII.  King  of  France,  and  James  IV.  King  of 
Scotland,  in  1491.  f  . 

Renewal  of  the  said  alliance  between  Lewis  XII. 
King  of  France,  and  the  same  James  IV.  King  of 
Scotland,  in  1512.  \ 

Renewal  of  the  said  alliance  between  Francis  I. 
King  of  France,  and  James  V.  King  of  Scotland, 
in  1515.  § 

Renewal  of  the  said  alliance  between  Francis  I. 
King  of  France  and  Mary  Queen  of  Scotland,  in 
1543.  n 

This  same  alliance  was  again  renewed  between 
Henry  II.  King  of  France,  and  Mary  Queen  of 
Scotland*  and  -between  the  succeeding  Kings*   . 

To  strengthen  these  alliances  by  stricter  ties, 
the  royal  families  <tf  France  and  Scotland  have 
beet?  several. timed  united  by  marriage. 

The.contracts  are  efctant  of  the  following. . 

Contract  of  marriage  between  Edward  Baliol, 
son  and  heir  to  John  Kibg  of  Scotland,  and  Joan 
daughter  Jo  Ciuurle&.de  Yalois*  brother  of  King 
Philip  t&  fair,,  in  1236^    , 

Contract  M  .m&triafp.b&^tihem*  Dduphin 
of  France,  afterwards  Lewis  \S; J;  tod,  Margaret 
daughter  to  James  I.  King  of  Scotland,  in  1436.  *♦ 


*  P.  140 — t  p.  149 — X  Collection  of  the  treaties  of  France 
and  Scotland.— -§  Du  Tillet's  collection,  p.  164— 1|  Collection  of 
treaties  between  'France  and.Scotland. — %  Rymer,  foec^,  An^l. 
torn.  3,  p.  Wl>  and  698~**  Du  Tillet's  col.  p.  J37.        "_ 
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Contract  of  marriage  between  James  V.  King  of 
Scotland,  and  Magdalen  daughter  to  King  Francis 
Lml&36. 

Contract  *  of  marriage  between  Francis  Dauphin, 
afterwards  Francis  II.  King  of  France,  and  Mary 
Queen  heiress  of  Scotland,  in  1558.  f 


CHAP.  II. 

SERVICES  POISE  TO  FRANCE   BY  THE  SCOTS* 

ONE  of  the  principal  effects  of  this  ancient  alli- 
ance was  the  mutual  succour  which  the  two  nations 
engaged  to  give  each  other  against  the  English 
their  common  enemy ;  and  it  was  in  consequence 
of  this  engagement  that  the  Soots  rendered  so  great 
services  to  France,  especially  tn  the  fourteenth 
century,  whither  by  sending  the  flower  of  their 
bravest  men  into  France,  to  succour  its  inhabi- 
tants against  the  English,  almost  masters  of  the 
kingdom,  or  by  attacking  England  with  all  their 
force,  on  the  side  of  Scotland,  as  oft  as  the  English 
passed  the  sea  to  attack  France. 
-lit  1S46>  after  the  fatal  battle  ot  Cveey,  (or  Cres- 
si,)  mi  order  to  check  the  victorious  English,  to  pre- 
vent their  pushing  their  conquests' in  France,  and 
to  make  a  diversion  there,  David  I L  King  of  Scot- 
land, attacked  England,  and  ravaged  all  the  north 
of  it,  where,  losing  a  bloody  battle,  he  was  defeated 
and  taken,  and,  after  ten  years  captivity,  obliged 


•Printed  by  Leonard^t M^n*  Scot  tern.  J,  p.  37. 
—J  Froissard. 
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This  did  not  Under  tie  kings  bis  successor*  from 

OootiauiDg  to  attack  England,  in  order  to  stop  the 

irruptions  of  the  English  into  France.     But  it 

was  chiefly  at  tbe  time  when  the  French  monarchy, 

within  a  hairbreadth  of  its  overthrow,  when  the 

English,  through  tbe  weakness  of  King  Charles  VI. 

.  and  the  help  of  the  Burgundians,  were  masters  of 

almost  the  whole  kingdom*  and  when  their  Henry 

VL  was  crowned  at  Paris  King  of  France;  it  was, 

I  say,  chiefly  in  this  extremity,  that  the  Scots  sent, 

time  after  tame,  of  their  first  nobility,  with  the 

flower  of  the  troops  of  Scotland,  to  support  the  just 

right  of  the  Danphin  of  .France,  sole  lawful  heir  of 

the  crown,  but  then  proscribed  and  abandoned  by 

the  greater  part  of  his  French  subjects,  and  by 

almost  all  tbe  other  allies  of  the  crown. 

For,  in  1420,  Robert  Duke  of  Albany,  Regent 
of  Scotland,  sent  to  the  Dauphin's  assistance  John 
Earl  of  Bucjian,  his  son,  with  Archibald  Douglas 
Earl  of  Wigtoun,  Jdhn  Stewart  of  Darnly,  and 
other  nobility,  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  body 
of  troops,  by  whose  aid  the  English  were  defeated 
at  Beauge,  in  a  bloody  battle,  where  the  Earl  of 
Clarence,  brother  to  the  King  of  England,  the 
Earl  of  Kent,  and  a  great  number  of  the  English 
nobility  were  killed,  and  many  others  made  pri- 


soners. 


« 


In  the  year  1422,  the  Earl  of  Douglas,  at  the 
head  of  a  new  reinforcement  of  five  thousand  Scots, 
arrived  in  France  to  the  aid  of  the  Dauphin,  ac- 


•  Hiat.  D'AIait  chart,  pu  4S.    David  Cham.  177.    Tillet's 
Treaties  of  France  and  England,  p.  126. 
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knowledged  King,  since  the  death  of  his  father, 
by  the  name  of  Charles  VII.  and  after  most  of  his 
t¥oops  had  been  cut  off  in  the  battle  of  Devreuil.  * 

In  1424,  their  catte  again  fresh  troops  from 
Scotland  to  the  succour  of  Charles  VII.  under  the 
command  of  Robert  Petilloch,  (or  perhaps  Pat- 
tulloh,)  a  great  captain  in  those  days,  f 

In  1438,  the  same  King  Charles  VII.  pressed 
on  all  sides  by  the  English  and  other  enemies  of 
the  French  monarchy,  sent,  to  seek  new  aid  of 
King  James  I.  of  Scotland,  the  Archbishop  of 
Rheims,  with  John  Stewart  of  Aubigny,  and  to 
ask  in  marriage  the  Princess  Margaret,  King 
James's  eldest  daughter,  for  his  son  Lewis,  Dau- 
phifi  of  France.  All  was  granted  him ;  the  an- 
cient alliances  were  renewed,  and  <he  Lord  of 
Aubigny  repassed  into  France  with  fresh  troops. 
But  the  Princess  being  yet  too  young,  as  well  as 
the  Dauphin,  she  went  to  France  only  in  I486, 
well  attended  by  nobility  and  reinforcements. 

In  fine,  King  Lewis  XII.  in  his  letters-patents  J 
of  the  privileges  of  the  Scots  in  France,  extols  the 
service  which  the  Scots  did  in  the  expulsion  of  the 
English,  in  these  terms.  "  Lastly,  and  in  the  life- 
time of  our  late  most  dear  lord  and  cousin  King 
Charles  VII.  (whom  God  absolve,)  several  princes 
of  the  said  kingdom  of  Scotland,  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  people  of  the  said  nation,  came  over  to  help 
to  cast  and  expel  forth  of  this  kingdom,  the  English, 
who  Held  and  occupied  most  part  of  the  realm,  and 


•  Al.  chart,  hist  of  Charles  VII.  p.  85.   David  Cham.  p.  1 77. 
— t  £>&•  Cham.  p.  1 78.— >%  See  these  letters  in  the  sequel. 
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so  valorously  exposed  their  persons  against  the  said 
English,  that  these  were  driven  out,  and  the  said 
realm  restored  to  his  obedience,  &c."  And,  after 
the  reduction  of  France  to  the  obedience  of  its  law- 
ful sovereign,  the  Scots  continued  to  send  succours 
into  France,  and  to  attack  England,  in  order  tp 
make  a  diversion,  as  often  as  the  kings  of  France 
should  require  it ;  besides  that,  there  were  some  of 
the  best  families  of  Scotland  destined  solely  to  the 
service  of  France.  Thus  we  see  the  lords  of  Au- 
bigny,  Stewart,  John,  Robert,  Bernard,  (called 
also  Berald,)  and  others  of  that  family,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  France,  under  Charles  VIII.  Lewis  XI L 
and  in  the  following  reigns ;  especially  in  the  wars 
of  Italy,  where  they  distinguished  themselves  at 
the  battle  of  Fornova,  and  in  the  kingdom  of 
Naples. 

In  1507,  by  the  relation  of  Claud  Seysil,  Arch- 
bishop of  Turin,  a  contemporary  author,  King 
James  IV.  on  occasion  of  the  wars  of  King  Lewis 
XII.  in- Italy,  sent  to  him,  and  offered  to  come  in 
person  to  serve  him  with  ten  or  twenty  thousand 
fighting  men.  *  And  the  same  King  James,  in  1513, 
having  learned  that  France  was  attacked  by  the 
Emperor  and  the  King  of  England  conjunctly,  in 
order  to  make  a  diversion,  (as  the  same  King  Lewis 
XII.  observes,  f)  attacked  on  his  side  England 
with  all  his  force,  though  King  Henry  VIII.  was 
his  brother-in-law,  and  obliged  him  to  send  back 
part  of  his  troops  into  England ;  whereupon  fol- 


*  Seysil.  hist  of  Lewis  XII.  p.  142 — f  *n  hia  let*  P*t*  te 
after. 
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lowed  the  fatal  battle  of  Flowden  between  the 
English  and  Scots*  in  which  King  Jamea  lost  bis 
life,  with  the  flower  of  the  Soots,  solely  in  the  quar- 
rel ot  France. 

-  Lastly,  in  1548,  the  preference  which  the  Scots 
made  of  the  alliance  of  France  to  that  of  England, 
for  the  marriage  of  the  young  Queen  Mary,  heiress 
of  Scotland,  involved  that  kingdom  in  a  war  of 
about  twenty  years  with  England,  wind)  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  infinity  of  mischiefs,  and  ended  at  laat 
in  the  ruin  of  the  Roman  catholic  religion  in  Scot* 
land. 


CHAP.  III. 


REWARDS  OF  SERVICES  GRANTED  BY  THE  KINGS  09 
FRANCE  TO  THE  SCOTS. 

IT  was  by  reason  of  the  ancient  alliances  be- 
tween the  two  kingdoms,  and  as  it  were  in  compen- 
sation of  the  services  done  to  France,  and  of  the 
losses  in  consequence  sustained  by  the  Scots,  that 
the  kings  of  France  behaved  to  the  Scots  as  if  they 
had  been  their  own  native  subjects.  1.  To  par- 
ticular persons,  by  promoting  or  admitting  them 
to  all  manner  of  dignities,  honours,  and  offices, 
military,  civil,  and- ecclesiastical.  2.  By  commut- 
ing to  the  Scots  the  guard  of  their  own  royal  per- 
sons with  singular  prerogatives.  &  By  granting 
to  all  Scots,  in  general,  letters  of  naturalization, 
and  regarding  them  as  real  denizens  of  their  king- 
dom* *.  By  granting  particular  exemptions  of 
duties  to  all  the  Scottish  merchants  in  France. 
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1>IG3TITIES,  OFFICES,  HONOTTHS,  AXD  LANDS,  CONFERRED 
UPOK  THE  SCOTS  Dff  PRANCE* 

In  1422,  John  Stewart,  Earl  of  Buchan,  was 
made  Constable  of  France,  after  the  battle  of 
Beauge,  by  King  Charles  VII.  and  lost  his  life  in 
his  service  at  the  battle  of  Verneuil.  * 

In  1423,  Archibald  Earl  of  Douglas  was  crea- 
ted Duke  of  Tourain  by  the  same  king,  and  sacri- 
ficed his  life  in  the  same  battle.  -J- 

In  1424,  the  same  king  gratified  John  Stewart 
of  Darnly,  Constable  of  the  Scots  in  France,  with 
the  lordship  of  Aubigny,  J  which  continued  dowq 
to  our  days,  in  his  descendants  dukes  of  Lennox, 
until  the  very  extinction  of  the  family.  Charles 
VII.  gave  him  also  the  county  of  Dreux,  and  made 
him  a  Marshal  of  France.  §  His  descendants  lords 
of  Aubigny,  John  and  Bernard,  (known  by  the 
name  of  Berald,)  merited  like  honours  by  their 
services,  and  the  lords  of  that  family  were  in  a 
manner  hereditary  captains  of  the  Scots  guards.  || 

In  1428,  Charles  VII.  gave  to  James  I.  King 
of  Scotland,  the  county  of  Xaintonge  and  Roch- 
fort  in  peerage,  ^f 

About  the  same  time  the  same  king  made  the 
Laird  of  Monypenny  his  chamberlain,  and  gave 
him  the  lordship  of  Concressant. 


*  AL  Chart  hist  of  Charles  VII.  p.  53~_f  P-  59.  Du  TilL 
coU  p.  135 — $  Ibid.— §  p.  137— 1|  Hist,  of  Charles  VIII.  edit 
Godfrey,  p.  384,  385^—f  Du  Till  coll.  p.  137. 
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In  1495,  the  Lord  of  Aubigny  was  made  Gover- 
nor  of  Calabria  by  King  Charles  VIII.  * 

In  1524s  John  Stewart  Duke  of  Albany,  had  a 
seat  in  the  parliament  of  Paps,  by  command  of 
Francis  I.  before  the  dukes  and  peers.  *f*  He  was 
appointed  Viceroy  of  Naples,  General  of  the  gal- 
leys of  France,  and  Governor  of  the  Bourboneae, 
of  Auvergne,  and  of  other  provinces.  J 

About  the  same  time,  Robert  Stewart  of  Au- 
bigny, was  made  a  Marshal  of  France. 

In  1548,  King  Henry  I.  gave  the  duchy  of 
Chatelherault  to  James  Hamilton  Earl  of  Arran, 
Regent  of  Scotland,  and  presented  him  with  the 
collar  of  his  order,  which  that  king  sent  ako  to  the 
Earls  of  Huntly,  Argyll,  and  Angus.  § 

With  regard  to  offices,  the  Scots  have  exercised 
some  of  the  most  considerable  in  France.  f|  Mr. 
Servien,  a  famous  advocate  under  Henry  IIL  in 
his  pleading  before  the  parliament  of  Paris,  relates 
that  Mr.  Turnbull,  a  Scotsman,  was  a  judge  iu 
the  same  parliament,  and  afterwards  first  president 
of  the  parliament  of  Rouen :  Adam  Blackwood 
was  a  judge  on  the  bench  of  Poitiers,  and  others 
in  courts  of  justice. 

The  Scots  have  also  possessed  in  France  some 
of  the  first  dignities  of  the  church*  Andrew  Fore- 
man was  Archbishop  of  Bourges,  David  Bethune, 
Bishop  of  Mirepoix,  David  Panter,  (or  perhaps 
Panton,)  and  after  him  James  Bethune  Bishop  of 


*  Ds9iel'f  hist  of  France,  Ixmd.  edit  %&•  p.  184— f  Ba- 
luze  hist  de  la  tour  d*  Auvergne,  vol.  fi.  p.  6B8~— -t  Same  hist 
vol  L  p.  353,  354,  &&—§  Tit  du  duche*  de  Chat  p.  1,  3.  2d. 
edit  p.  10—H  Serv.  plead,  printed  in  1586,  p.  31. 
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Glasgow,  were  meat  lively  Abbots  of  L'Absie,  be- 
sides a  great  number  of  priors,  eanons,  curates, 
and  other  beneficed  persons  in  France.  •  And  it  is 
remarkable,  that,  in  the  year  1566,  the  cure  of  St. 
Come  at  Paris*  conferred  by  the  university  upon 
John  Hamilton,  having  been  disputed  him  by  a* 
-  French  ecclesiastic,  who  protested  against  Hamil- 
ton as  being  a  Scotsman,  Hamilton^  cause  was 
pleaded,  in  the  parliament  of  Paris,  by  Mr.  Ser*  » 
Tien  advocate  in  parliament,  who  proved  that  the 
Soots  enjoyed  the  right  of  denizens,  and  in  eonse* 
quence,  by  decree  of  the  court,  the  provisional 
possession  of  the  cure  was  adjudged  to  Hamilton*  * 
And,  in  the  university  of  Paris,  the  Scots  made 
formerly  so  considerable  a  figure,  that  one  of  the 
four  nations,  of  whom  the  faculty  of  arts  is  compo- 
sed, which  is  now  called  the  German  nation,,  was 
formerly  styled  "  natio  Germanorom  et  Scoter um ;" 
and  besides  a  great  number  of  doctors  and  jurofes* 
sors  in  all  the  faculties,  we  find  still,  upon  the  re*» 
cords  of  the  university,  that  there  have  been  thirty 
rectors  of  the  university  all  Scotsmen,"  in  times 
when  the  office  of  rector  was  much  more  considera- 
ble, both  in  church  and  state,  than  it  is  at  present 

Stttim  Sbttantu 

OF    TBS  SCOTS   GUABOS. 

Nothing  shows  better  the  consideration  which 
the  kings  of  France  bad  for  the  Scots*  and  the  en- 
tire confidence  they  placed  in  their  fidelity,  than 

•Serv.  plead.  im. 
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the  choice  they  made  of  them  for  the  guard  of 
their  sacred  persons. 

With  regard  to  the  establishment  of  the  Scots 
guards,  Scottish  writers  refer  its  beginning  to  the 
reign  of  St.  Lewis,  others  to  King  Charles  V.  But 
it  is  allowed  that  it  was  King  Charles  VII.  who 
gave  them  the  form  in  which  they  have  since  pre- 
served themselves.  King  Lewis  XII.  in  his  letters- 
tpatents  *  of  naturalization  to  the  Scots,  speaks  of 
this  establishment  in  the  following  manner :  after 
having  set  forth,  in  terms  the  most  honourable  to 
the  nation,  the  service  which  the  Scots  did  to  King 
CharlefrVII.  in  the  expulsion  of  the  English  out  -of 
France,  and  in  the  reduction  of  the  kingdom  to  bis 
obedience,  he  adds,  "  Since  which  reduction,  and 
for  the  service  the  Scots  rendered  to  Charles  VII. 
upon  that  occasion,  for  the  great  loyalty  and  vir- 
tue which  he  found  in  them,  he  selected  two  hun- 
dred of  them  for  the  guard  of  his  person,  of  whom, 
he  made  an  hundred  men  at  arms,  and  an  hundred 
lifeguards.  And  ihe  said  hundred  men  at  arms 
are  the  hundred  lances  of  our  ancient  ordinances; 
and  the  lifeguard-men  are  those  of  our  guard,  who 
still  are  near  and  about  our  person." 

With  respect  to  the  fidelity  of  the  Scots  in  that 
honourable  post,  take  here  the  testimony  bore  them 
by  Claud  Seysil,  Master  of  Bequests  to  the  same 
Lewis  XII.  and  afterwards  Archbishop  of  Turin, 
in  his  history  of  that  prince  where  speaking  of 
Scotland,  he  says,  "  The  French  have  so  ancient  a 
friendship  and  alliance  with  the  Scots,  that,  of  four 

*  Which  see  alter. 
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hundred  men  appropriated  for  the  king's  lifeguard, 
there  are  an  hundred  of  the  said  natkm  who  ate 
the  nearest  to  his  person,  and  in  the  night  keep 
the  keys  of  the  apartment  where  he  ateepa.  There; 
are,  moreover,  an  hundred  complete  lances,  afcd 
two  hundred  yeomen  of  the  said  nation,  beside 
several  that  are  dispersed  through  the  cempaniea: 
and  for  so  long  a  tine  as  they  have  served  in  France, 
never  hath  there  been  one  of  them  found  that  hath  • 
committed  pr  done  any  fault  against  the  kings  or 
their  state ;  and  they  can  make  use  of  them  a*rf 
their  own  subjects." 

The  ancient  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the  Scot- 
tish lifeguards  were  very  honourable.  Here  fol* 
lows  the  description  which  tboae  same  ScotSvguarda 
give  of  the  functions  and  prerogatives  of  their  com?* 
pony,  and  especially  of  tie  24  first  guards;  to 
whom  the  first  Gendarme  of  France  being  added* 
they  make  up  the  number  of  85,  commonly  caUed 
"  Gardes  de  Maacfce,"  sleeve-guards,  who  were  all 
Scots*  by  nation. 

Two  of  them  assisting  at  mass,  sermon,  vespers, 
and  ordinary  meal*  ^  on  high  botidaya  at  the  cere* 
mony  ef  die  royal  touch,  and  the  erection  of 
knights  of  the  king's  order,  at  the  reception  of  ex- 
traordinary ambassadors,  and  public  entries  of 
cities,  there  must  be  she  of  their  number  next  to 
the  king's  person,  three  on  each  side  ef  bis  majesty ; 
and  the  body  of  the  king  must  be  carried  by  them 
only,  wheresoever  ceremony  requires,  and  his  effigy 
must  be  attended  by  them*  They  have  the  keep* 
ing  of  the  keys  of  the  king's  lodging  at  night,  the 
keeping  of  the  choir  of  the  church,  the  keeping  of 
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the  boots  when  the  king  passes  the  rivers,  the  ho- 
nour of  bearing  the  white  silk  fringe  in  their  arms; 
which  is  the  coronal  colour  in  France ;  the  keys  of 
all  the  cities  where  the  king  makes  his  entry  given 
to  their  captain  in -waiting  or  out  of  waiting. .  He 
has  the  privilege  in  waiting,  or  out  of  waiting,  at 
ceremonies,  such  as  coronations,  marriages,  funerals 
of  the  kings,  baptisms  and  marriages  of  their  chil- 
dren, to  take  duty  upon  him ;  the  coronation-robe 
belongs  to  him ;  and  this  company  by  the  death  or 
change  of  a  captain^  never  changes  its  rank,  as  do 
the  three  others. 

This  company  was  heretofore  wholly  composed 
of  Scotsmen.  But  as,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II. 
several  French,  or  others  than  Scots,  had  been  ad- 
mitted there,  as  well  as  among  the  Scots  Gendarmes, 
that  prince,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  deputies  of 
the  states  of  Scotland,  gave  a  breviate,  of  which  the 
original  is  extant,  signed  by  the  long's  own  hand, 
bearing  date  June  28,  1558,  whereby  his  majesty 
promises  that  he  shall  not  allow  any  person  to  en- 
ter there,  who  is  not  a  gentleman  of  the  said  nation 
of  Scotland,  and  sprung  from  a  good- family,  Sec.  * 
••  >Tbis  regulation  did  not  hinder  afterwards  others 
than  Soots  from  being  sometimes  admitted,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  remonstrances  made  upon  that  sub- 
ject; from  time  to  time,  by  the  queen-mother,  and 
her  son  James  VI.  and  by  the  privy  council  of 
Sootland,  in  the  roll  of  the  year  1599,  given  in  by 
the.  captain  of  the  3cots  guards  to  the  chamber  of 
accounts.  Three  fourths  of  the  yeomen,  as  well  of 
the  body  as  of  the  sleeve,  were  still,  however,  Scots* 

■J  "        >l'        I         I       ^— ■  !■■■■■  I  !■!■■  ..■.■■.■■■- 

*  Mem.  Soot.  torn.  1,  p.  78. 
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It  was  but  afterwards,  and  by  degrees,  that  this 
company  became  filled  with  French,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  Scotsmen  :  so  that  at  last  there  remained  no 
more  than  the  name,  and  the  answer,  when  called, 
I  am  HEkE, 

Btttion  CJfcfr* 

LETTEBS  OF  NATURALIZATION  FOB  ALL  SCOTSMEN  GRANTED 
OR  COKFIBMEB  BT   THE   KINGS   OF   FRANCE. 

The  first  letters  known  of  naturalization  to  the 
Scots,  were  granted  by  King  Lewis  XII.  at  the 
instance  of  Andrew  Foreman,  Bishop  of  Moray  in 
Scotland,  and  Archbishop  of  Bourges.  They  were 
given  at  Amiens  in  the  month  of  September,  1513. 
A  copy  will  be  found  in  the  sequel. 

In  1547,  Henry  II.  granted  letters  of  naturaliza- 
tion to  the  Scots  guards  in  particular,  given  at 
Fontainebleau  in  the  month  of  November,  1548,  at 
the  exchequer-chamber,  on  the  12th  of  February. 
•  The  same  King  Henry  1 1,  .granted  new  letters- 
patents  of  naturalization  for  all  Scotsmen,  at  the 
instance  of  James  Beth une,  Archbishop  of  Glas- 
gow, and  other  deputies  of  the  states  of  Scotland, 
for  the  marriage  of  Queen  Mary  and  the  Dauphin. 
The  letters  are  given  at  Villiers-couterets,  in  June, 
1558,  registered,  with  some  modifications,  in  the 
parliament  of  Paris  July  the  1 1th,  at  the  exchequer- 
chamber  the  13th  of  July,  and  in  the  grand  council 
the  19th  of  the  said  month  of  July.  The  copy 
here  afterwards  inserted,  was  made  from  an  authen- 
tic duplicate  signed  by  the  hand  of  Mr  Du  Tillet, 
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clerk  of  pariwaent    Thp  charter  is  also  printed  in 
the  Scot*  acts  of  parliament. 

King  Henry  IV.  confirmed,  at  the  instance  of 
the  same  James  Betbune,  Archbishop  of  Glasgow, 
ambassador  from  Scotland,  the  right  of  naturaliza- 
tion to  all  Scots,  by  his  letters-patents,  given  at 
Fontainebleau  in  the  month  of  March,  1599,  regis- . 
tered  in  the  parliament  of  Paris,  with  some  modi- 
fications,  the  31st  of  July,  in  the  said  year.  The 
copy,  to  be  found  in  the  sequel,  is  done  from  a 
copy  collated  before  notaries,    N 

la  1613.  the  same  privileges  were  confirmed  to 
the  Scots  by  King  Lewis  XIII.  in  his  letters-pa- 
tents, given  at  Paris  in  the  month  of  October,  1612, 
Jegkftered  in  parliament,  with  some  modifications, 
December  15th,  and  in  the  treasury-books  the  20th 
of  the  said  aaonth. 
*  The  copy  we  shall  afterwards  give  is  taken  from 
a  cepy  collated  before  notaries. 
.  It  appears  also  by  an  act  of  Lewis  XIV.'s  coun- 
cil of  state,  thai  his  majesty  had  confirmed  the  an- 
cient privileges  of  the  Scots  siijee  his  accession  to 
the  crown,  and,  in  consequence,  he  discharged 
them  of  the  taxes  imposed  upon  foreigners. 

This  act  was  issued,  at  Fontainebleau,  the  19th 
of  September,  1646.  A  copy*  of  it  will  be  found 
in  the  sequel. 
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SCOTTISH  *EftQHAXT9  T&APUfO  IV  FRANCE,  GRANTED  Oft 
CONFJAtftD  BT  THE  XINQS  OF  FRANCE,  AND  OF  WHICH 
fHE"   COPtEg  A*E   IN   THE   SEQUEL. 

h  I*eftevs»pafcttitK of  Ming'FntnciB  I,  contain 
ibg!  the prirttegefeof  (He  SeOttish  mt*rctMmt%  give* 
at  Ambehehi  A*  ntonthf  of  fifey,  I&& 

3:  i^t*«isip(^fitteirfl&ngH«Mry  II.  to  con* 
im  die  »ito  privilege^  gi*fe*  at  Bans  tk#34  o* 
*eb*uaT$vl65* 

Confiiftfeation  of  the-  privileges'  by  King  Henry 
I¥.  ivkfeltrtitafepatent*  gvrett  atf  Fontdinefeleair 
ifrthemonttvof  Matchvi^ft  Thir  copy  is  dene 
firavatefepy  collated  *Mi  the  driginal  iilr  porch- 
mend 

letters  of  general  natei*IiJaftk>ivfb*  the  whole 
Soottufc  nalumiifr  Ftaefe,  fy  King  lewfe  XII.  m 

fctfwi**  by  the  grace  of  ©od',  King  of  Frfcoc* 
Be  it  known  to  aft present  add  to  come,  that  as, 
in-  all  time  and  antiquity,  between  fibe  kings  of 
Filtttce  andSfcodahdv  add  the  princes  and  subjects 
of  the  two  kingdoms*  ••  Moto  striet  friendship*  con* 
federacy,  and  perpetual  aHiatide,  hare  subsisted; 
and  by  these  are  both  the  kings  boenid  to  succoar 
eaeii  other,  towards  and'  against  aM,  and  so  against 
their  adeienfe  eaeaaifc*  the  English;  which  they  haive 
doOegterepat times;  and*  lattedyv  during  the  life 
oar  lute  moetf  dear  lord  and  cousm  King  Charles 
Vlli  (whonv  God  absolve,)  several  princes-  of  the 
C 
* 
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said  kingdom  of  Scotland,  with  a  great  number  of 
the  said  nation,  came  over  to  help  to  cast  and  ex- 
pel forth  of  the  kingdom  the  English,  who  held 
and  occupied  great  part  thereof;  which  friends  ex- 
posed their  persons  so  valourously  against  the 
English,  that  they  were  driven  out,  and  the  said 
kingdom  reduced  unto  his  obedience ;  since  which 
reduction,  and  for  the  service  they  did  him  upon 
that  occasion,  the  great  loyalty  and  virtue  he  found 
in  them,  he  selected  two  hundred  of  them  for  the 
guard  of  hu  person,  of  whom  he  made  an  hundred 
men  at  arms,  and  an  hundred  lifeguardtmen;  and 
the  said  hundred  men  at  arms  are  the  hundred 
lances  ofour  ancient  ordinances ;  and  the  lifeguard- 
men  are  those  of  our  guard,  who  still,  are  near  and 
about  our  person.  And  forasmuch  as  our  beloved 
and. trusty  counsellor  the  Archbishop  of  Bouiges, 
Bishop  of  Moray,  now  ambassador  with  us,  from 
our:  most  dear  and  most  beloved  brother,  cousin, 
and.  ally,  the  King  of  Scotland  still  reigning,  and 
our  beloved  and  trusty  counsellor  and  chamber- 
lain, Sir  Robert  Stewart  I^ord  of  Aubigny,  Cap- 
tain of  our  Scottish  guard,  and  of  the  hundred 
lances. of  our  said  ancient  ordinances  of  thesaid 
nation,  have,  remonstrated  to  us  how  much  it  hath 
been  always  desired,  that  the  Scots,  when  called  to 
our  said  kingdom  of  France,  and  our  subjects  who 
might  go  to  live  in  that  of  Scotland,  or  might  de- 
cease there,  on  the  account  of  trade  or  otherwise, 
should  be  enabled  to  testate  and  dispose  of  their 
effects  to  their  respective  heirs,  find  so  indeed  hath 
this  been  hitherto  observed  in  the  said  kingdom  of 
Scotland :  as  to  our  subjects,  however,  those  of 
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the  said  nation  of  Scotland  are  obliged,  as  well 
such  a*  are  in  our  service  of  our  said  guard,  as 
men  at  arms,  and  others  whatsoever  of  that  nation 
who  are  on  this  side,  to  take  out  particular  letters 
of  naturalization,  and  leave  to  testate  and  dispose 
of  their  effects,  which  they  must  have  verified  in 
our  exchequer-chamber  at  Paris,  by  our  commis- 
sioners of  the  treasury  of  France,  and  other  our 
officers,  with  great  pain  and  labour,  otherwise  their 
wives,  children,  or  heirs,  would  be  frustrated  of 
their  effects,  and  we  make  gifts  of  them  as  of  foreign 
property,  to  their  great  grievance,  prejudice,  and 
damage :  requiring*  us,  by  the  said  ambassadors 
and  the  Sieur  d'Aubigny,  that  having  this  in  re* 
gard,  as  well  as  the  perpetual  fellowship,  con- 
federacy, and  alliance,  between  us  and  the  said 
king  of  Scotland,  our  kingdoms  aod  subjects, 
which  hath  been  lately  confirmed  and  sworn,  our 
pleasure  may  be  to  grant  general  letters  to  all  those 
of  the  said  nation,  and  thereby  to  declare,  that  we 
hold,  deem,  and  repute  them  in  all  things  as  trtfe 
aod  original  natives  of  our  said  kingdom,  and  fully 
impowered  to  testate,  and.  dispose  of  their  effects ; 
as  also  that,  in  case  of  their  dying  intestate,  their 
children  and  other  heirs  may  succeed  them,  and  be 
enabled  to  hold  all  estates,  offices,  benefices,  as  any 
others  in  our  said  kingdom,  and  hereupon  to  im- 
part unto  them  our  grace. 

Whereby  we,  the  abovesaid  things  considered, 
and  the  good  and  indissoluble  fellowship,  confedera- 
cy and  perpetual  alliance  which  hath  always  sub- 
sisted, and  doth  still  subsist  between  us  and  the 
juiid  kings  of  Scotland,  our  respective  kingdoms 

% 
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and  sntyecta,  inviolably  to  *e  kept  and  tfbaerved, 
having  i*gard  to  the  signal  asrvisas  whwb  the  mhi 
Jungs  af  Scotland  tare  fcet*Mfoife«done  to  a*r  said 
predecessors*  is  tiue  expulsion  *tf  oar  mi  enemies, 
to  48  great  foyaky  *md  fidaHty  wbieh tab  bean 
always  end  invariably  found  i*  them,  tod  ifbdse  of 
their  eaid  nation,  towards  **s»  nfad  particularly  to 
thenost  iigaal,  fcmddble  wicommwda\ief#rinoe 
which  our  said  good  btafcher,  cousin  «*d  ally*  flae 
pnesent  king  rf  Scotland*  is  Jaotaally  ddbg  u*  a*  it 
it  ntrfotious,  that,  is  puisnanc*  of  our  Mid  friend- 
ship, fdUewsfcip*  confederacy  and  alliance,  he  hath 
voluntarily  declared  ft*  us  agmst  the  Jciag  of 
England  bis  bttodwivinJaw,  who  is  at  prate**  in 
oar  said  kingdoii;  and,  moreover,  hath  sent  us 
suecoars  and  arms  by  sea*  of  grant  numbers  of 
ships  and  nenof  war,  which  is  so  Aissefy  a  service, 
as  wbH  requires  that  his  subjects  be  far  evier  tw- 
eoanaended  and  favoured  in  our  said  kingdom. 
For  these,  and  other  just  and  reasonable  causes 
thereunto  us  moving*  we  have  resolved  to  declare 
and  ordain,  and,  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents,  do 
will,  declare,  ordain*  and  please*  from  our  own 
knowledge,  proper  motion,  special  grace*  fall  power 
and  royal  authority,  that  henceforth,  perpetually, 
and  for  ever,  all  those  of  the  said  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, who  shall  reside,  or  come  to  reside,  and  shall 
hereafter  decease  in  our  said  kingdoms,  countries 
and  seignories,  of  what  station  soever  they  be, 
or  supposing  they  should  be  neither  residents  nor 
inhabitants  in  our  said  kingdom,  countries  and 
seignories,  they  shall  be  capable  of  acquiring  there* 
in  all  estates,  seignories  and  possessions  which  they 
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may  lawfully  acquire ;  and  of  them,  together  with 
those  which  they  may  have  already  acquired,  to 
testate  and  dispose,  by  testament  and  order  of  latter* 
will,  living  donation,  or  otherwise,  at  their  will  and 
pleasure ;  and  that  their  wives  and  children,  if 
they  have  any,  or  other  their  heirs,  in  what  place 
soever  they  be  residing,  whether  in  our  kingdom, 
or  elsewhere,  may,  by  testament  or  otherwise,  take 
and  inherit  their  estates  and  successions,  as  if  they 
were  natives  of  our  said  kingdom :  and  to  those  of 
the  said  nation,  disposed  to  the  church,  shall  be 
open  all  benefices  and  dignities  secular  or  regular, 
with  which  they  may  be  justly  and  canonically 
invested,  by  titles,  collations,  or  provisions,  (not 
derogating  from  the  holy  decrees  of  Basle,  the 
pragmatic  sanction,  and  the  privileges  of  the  Galli- 
cian  church,)  and  they  shall,  in  like  manner,  be 
able  to  dispose  of  their  said  property,  as  said  is ; 
and  that  in  all  things  those  of  the  said  nation  be 
treated,  favoured,  held,  deemed,  and  reputed,  for 
ever,  as  true  originals  of  our  said  kingdom :  and 
to  this  end  we  have  enabled,  and  do  enable  them* 
we  have  dispensed,  and  do  dispense  our  grace,  by 
these  said  presents,  and  that  without  their  being 
obliged,  for  the  abovesaid  things,  either  now  or 
hereafter,  to  take  out  particular  letters  of  natu- 
ralization, and  leave  to  testate,  other  than  these 
presents,  nor  therefore  to  pay  us  any  finances, 
which  finances  we  have  given  and  discharged,  and ' 
do  give  and  discharge  them  of  our  said  grace,  by 
these  said,  presents  signed  under  our  hand,  to  what- 
ever, value  they  do  or  may  amount :  provided  al- 
ways th*t  the  said  king  of  Scotland,  and  his  sue* 
3 
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pessors,  shall  grant  and  allow  such  and  like  privi- 
lege* to  our  subjects  in  their  said  kingdom.  And 
that  this  they  may  enjoy  in  form  and  manner  a* 
above,  we  do  therefore  give  command,  by  these 
same  presents,  to  our  beloved  and  trusty  the  mem- 
bers of  our  courts  of  parliament  at  Paris,  bailiffs, 
seneschals,  and  provosts  of  our  kingdom,  and  to 
all  our  other  justiciaries  and  officers,  and  to  their 
substitutes,  present  and  to  come,  to  each  and  every 
one  of  tbem,  that  our  present  graces,  privileges* 
ordinances,  edicts,  declarations  and  vouchsafenaent, 
they  cause,  suffer,  and  allow,  those  of  the  said  n*r 
tjon  of  Scotland)  pieanriiy  and  peaceably,  as  afore* 
said,  to  eqjoy  end  use ;  ceasing,  or  causing  to  cease 
aU  lets  and  hinderances  that  may  be  made,  given  or 
offered  to  the  contrary  whatsoever*  For  such  is 
our  pleasure.  Notwithstanding  that  the  said  financ- 
es* of  the  said  letters  of  naturalisation  are  not  here 
declared,  let  no  discharge  be  levied  by  the  cashier 
of  our  treasury,  any  ordinances,  restrictions,  com* 
mands  or  prohibitions  whatsoever  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding*  And  whereas  there  may  be  oc- 
casion for  these  presents  in  divers  and  several 
places,  it  is  our  will,  that,  upon  sight  thereof,  un- 
der the  seal  royal,  credit  be  given  as  to  this  present 
original  i  whereunto,  that  it  may  be  a  deed  sure 
and  stable  for  ever,  we  have  caused  our  seal  to  be 
afltaedft  saving  in  all  else  our  right,  and  that  of 
others  in  all  Given  at  Amiens,  in  the  month  Sep* 
temher,  of  the  year  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
thirteen,  and  of  our  reign  the  thirteenth*  Signed 
Lewis-  And  upon  the  Ibid,  by  the  king,  the  Car- 
dinal da  Frie,  the  Bishop;  of  Paris,  Mr.  Pierre  de 
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1st  Vernade  master  of  the  ordinary  requests  *  of 
the  household*  and  by  other*  present  Signed 
Gedoyn,  and  sealed  with  jl  great  seal  of  green 
wax,  pendant  to  a  string  of  red  and  green  silk* 

LeUere-paienU  of  King  Henry  IL  containing  tkcpri* 
viltge*  of  the  Scots  in  France,  in  tktytar  1558* 

Hsvbt*  by  the  glare  of  God>  King  of  France, 
Ditto  all  present  and  to  come,  .greetings 

Wherea%  since  the  marriage  heretofore  pro- 
posed between  our  most  dear  and  most  beloved 
son  the  King  Dauphin,  add  our  moat  dear  and  most 
beloved  daughter  the  Queen  of  Scotland  Dtupht* 
neae,  his  consort,,  contracted*  concluded,  and  coo- 
firmed*  the  deputies  of  the  states  of  the  said  king- 
dom have*  fa?  and  in  the  name  of  the  said  states* 
taken  to  our  said  son  the  oath  of  fidelity ,  as  to  their 
true  and  natural  lord,  which  he  i$;  in  virtue 
whereof,  being  subject*  of  both  kingdoms*  (which 
have  hitherto,  and  of  a  long  tiaae,  cultivated  a 
social  communication^  lived  in  mutual  friendship 
and  intelligence,  favoured  and  assisted  each  other > 
by  the  union  of  the  houses  of  France  and  Scotland, 
so  closely  connected  that  we  esteem  them  as  on* 
and  the  same*  and  desire,  for  this  causae,  the  better 
to  establish,  entertain,  and  invigorate  this  friend* 
ship  between  our  said  subjects,  and  those  of  the 
seid  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  to-  give  the  said 
inhabitants  of  the  latter  Ipngdeto  the  more  eppei* 
ferity  of  visiting  their  king  and  quee%  when  they 
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shall  be  on  this  side,  of  residing  near  them,  attend- 
ing and  serving  them,  as  to  good  and  faithful  sub- 
jects belongs,  to  indulge  and  favour  them  with  the 
graces  and  privileges  which  our  own  proper  sub- 
jects enjoy  :  be  it  known  that  we,  these  things  con- 
sidered, and  for  several  other  great  and  reasonable 
causes  thereunto  us  moving,  have  to  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  said  kingdom  of  Scotland,  subjects 
of  our  said  son  the  King  Dauphin,  and  of  our  said 
daughter  his  consort,    permitted,    granted,  and 
vouchsafed,  and  do,  by  these  presents,   permit, 
grant,  and  vouchsafe,  that  they  may  at  their  ease, 
as  oft  as  to  them  shall  seem  good,  come,  inhabit, 
and  abide  in  this  our  kingdom,  and  therein  accept, 
hold,  and  possess  all  and  every  the  benefices,  dig- 
nities, and  offices  ecclesiastical,  with  which  they 
may  be  justly  and  canonically  invested  by  due 
title,  not  derogating  from  the  holy  decrees,  con- 
cordates,  privileges,  franchises,  and  liberties  of  the 
Gallican  church,  and  thereof  to  take  and  seize 
possession  and  enjoyment,  and  to  reap  and  receive 
the  fruits,  profits,  and  revenues,  unto  what  sum 
soever  they  do  or  may  amount :  and,  moreover,  to 
acquire  in  this  kingdom,  country,  lands,  and  seig>- 
nories  in  our  allegiance,  all  and  every  of  the.  estates, 
moveable  and  immoveable,  which  they  shall  see 
meet,  to'  have  and  to  hold  them,  together  with 
such  as  may  devolve,  redound,  and  belong  to  them, 
whether  by  succession,  donation,  or  otherwise,  and 
to  order  and  dispose  of  them  by  testament,  settle- 
ment of  latter  will,  living  donation,  or  in  what 
other  manner  soever.     And  that  their  heirs,  or 
others  to  whom  they  shall  have  disposed  of  them, 
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rmatf  be  aUe  to  succeed  to  4un*  to  toke  and  aetae 
paaicjufcoa  and  enjoyment  of  their  said  estates,  juat 
as  they*<»dd  and  might  do  if  (they  ware  afigiaalljr 
natives  of  ear  said  kingdom  ami  country,  without 
«vr  «riilieitar*gefeecal,  nor  oilier  our  officers  fcaviag 
pm  hefatoforth  to  claim  the  ertatas  to  acquired 
io  us  by  right  of  *scheat+  **  the  sublets  of  the 
and  kingdom  of  Scotland*  faring  in  the  eqpytoont 
of  Aeee  estate*,  bnaagbt  to  Uny  motastation  or 
ttoofaie.  AadtodH*  as  above*  we  batfe  capaci- 
tated and  dirpcnffd,  and  do,  by  these  present*, 
capacitate  and  dispense  torn,  whether  tbey  have 
habituated  m  our  aaid  JtiogcUmi*  oatintry,  lands, 
and  seignonts  of  «tr  chrriiflnoc,  or  id  the  aaid 
kingdom  of  Scotkml*  wifemfc  the*  Mag  bound 
on  account  thereof  to  fiajr  *nto  «s»  <*  our  auoeea- 
any  finance  or  indemnity  whatever  ;  where* 
mtto  what  sum»  value,  and  gstiaaatkm  soever 
k  doth  or  nay  amoaut*  wo  have,  id  wisideration 
of  the  above*  aoqmtted  tod  discharged,  and  do 
heathy  acquit  and  discharge  them,  and  thereof,  in 
fimmr  of  owr  aaid  daughter,  have  made*  and  do 
make  a  gift9  by  these  presents  under  our  hand; 
upon  condition*  that  if,  by  reason  ef  the  said  bene- 
fices, any  law*euit  should  be  raised,  they  aball 
cause  none  of  our  subjects  to  be  brought  or  con- 
vened, except  before  such  of  our  judges  unto 
whom  the  cognisance  aball  belong.  We  do  there- 
fore give  in  command,  by  these  same  presents, 
unto  our  beloved  and  trusty  the  persona  holding 
oar  courts  of  parliament,  great  council  and  ex- 
chequer at  Paris,  and  to  all  thaee  our  bailife, 
seneschals,  provosts,  and  other  our  juaticiaries,  or 
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their  deputies,  present  and  to  come,  and  to  every 
one  whom  it  may  concern,  that  our  present  grace, 
leave,  licence,  and  permission,  and  all  contained  in 
these  said  presents,  they  make,  suffer,  and  allow 
the  said  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  king*- 
dom  of  Scotland,  plenarily  and  peaceably  to  enjojr 
and  use ;  ceasing  and  causing  to  cease  all  lets  and 
hindrances  to  the  contrary  whatsoever.  For  such 
is  our  pleasure.  Notwithstanding  that  the  value 
of  the  said  finance  is  here  neither  specified  nor  de- 
clared, that  such  gifts  we  have  been  wont  to  make 
only  for  the  half  or  third  of  the  regulations  by  us 
or  our  predecessors  made  in  the  order  and  distri- 
bution of  our  finances,  and  even  that  of  the  month 
oT  December  last,  wherein  it  is  said,  that  all  gifts, 
benefits,  and  rewards  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer 
of  our  exchequer ;  from  which  we  have,  by  our 
full  power  and  royal  authority,  derogated,  and  do 
derogate,  and  in  the  derogatories,  by  these  pre- 
sents, do  abide,  what  other  ordinances,  restrictions, 
commands,  and  prohibitions  soever  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  And,  forasmuch  as  there  may 
be  occasion  for  these  presents  in  divers  and  several 
places,  we  will,  that,  upon  sight  thereof  made 
under  the  seal  royal,  or  duly  collated  by  one  of 
our  beloved  and  trusty  notaries  and  secretaries, 
credit  be  given  as  the  present  original;  where- 
unto,  that  it  may  be  a  deed  firm  and  stable  for 
ever,  we  have  caused  our  seal  to  be  put  and  an- 
nexed ;  saving  in  all  else  our  right,  and  that  of 
others  in  all.  Given  at  Villiers-courterets  in  the 
month  of  June  of  the  year  of  grace  one  thousand 
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five  hundred  fifty-eight,  and  of  our  reign  the 
twelfth. 

Extract  of  the  register*  of  the  parliament  of  Paris* 

The  court  having  seen  the  king's  letters- 
patents,  in  form  of  charter,  given  at  Villiers-cou- 
teret*  in  the  month  of  June  last  past,  subscribed 
by  the  hand  of  the  said  lord,  and  on  the  fold  by 
the  king  de  PAubespine ;  for  the  which,  and  the 
canses  therein  contained,  the  said  lord  vouchsafes, 
permits,'  and  grants  unto  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  kingdom  of  Scotland,  subjects  of  the  King, 
Dauphin  of  France,  son  to  the  said  lord  the  king, 
and  of  the  Queen  of  Scotland,  Dauphiness  his 
consort,  that  they  may  with  full  liberty  inhabit, 
come,  reside,  and  remain  in  this  kingdom,  and 
therein  hold  and  possess  benefices  and  offices 
ecclesiastical,  and  there  acquire  whatever  estates, 
moveable  and  immoveable,  they  shall  see  meet,  as 
if  they  were  originally  natives  of  this  kingdom,  as 
is  more  folly  set  forth,  in  the  said  letters  of  the 
decree  of  the  said  court,  communicated  to  the 
king's  solicitor-general ;  his  conclusions  thereupon, 
and  every  thing  considered,  the  said  court  hath 
ordained,  and  doth  ordain,  that  the  said  letters- 
patents  shall  be  read,  published,  recorded  in.  the 
registers  of  this  court,  in  order  for  the  patentees  to 
enjoy  the  effect  hereof,  so  long  as  the  kingdom 
shall  be  in  the  obedience,  confederacy,  and  friend- 
ship of  the  king ;  provided  always  that  the  sub- 
jects of  this  kingdom  shall  be  capable,  as  such,  of 
enjoying  like  rights,  privileges,  goods,  lands,  and 
possessions,  and  of  holding  benefices  and  dignities 
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iift  the  kingdom  of  Scotland.  Bone  »pa#Bsfen«t 
the  eleventh  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fifty-eigjit.  «  Lect*,  similiter 
publicata  et  registrata  in  camera  compulorum  do- 
mini  nostri^egis,  audi  to  procuaatore  general*  prout 
htttgistoo,  13tii  JttBi  annasiipaasttrip*)^  Signed* 
le  ttaittt* 

Hkad,  published,  and  recorded  in  tk»  register 
of !  tlie  king's  great?  council*  the  sdMloi*genct*l  of 
the  Mid  Jmdi  requiting  it  trader  the  raochficatem^ 
contained;  in  the  register,  and  wkh  Ae  proviso*, 
thaf  the  draught  be  reabmdr  by  those  who  shall 
W  wilthig  to  avail  themselves.  o£  thte  gran*  eotf* 
tained-in  theee  presents*  Bone  at  IWsy in  council, 
t*le  nineteenth' of  Jmiy^  one  thousand  five  hundwd 
rnidfiffy-ejgfcfo    Signed  Saw*; 

lb  confctfquenceoi  theae  lettei^atenta^ajHtdiifr 
aet  of  registttttion,  die  three  estates  of  Sootlaadl  i» 
parliament,  assembled,  in  ribe  nuMrth  «f  Ntfraahe* 
¥55&»  passed  an  act  for  natutatizu^  and  granting 
the  same  privileges:  to;  all  the  French  in  Scotland ; 
and  a  copy  of '  those'  lettet&pateM*  was  registered 
in'ttie  actsof the  parliament  ofiSooilaad; 

Letters-patent*  of  iFwtg*  Eknty  fV.  bearing  ctnfb* 
motion  of  the  privilege*  of  the  Scots  in  France, 
in  the  year  159& 

RtoKilY,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France 
and  Navarre,  unto  all  present  and  to  come,  greet- 
ing. 

Whereae,  since  U  hath  pleased  God  to  call  us 
unto  the  sueession  of  this  crown,  we  have  bad 
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nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  maintain  the  alli- 
ances and  correspondences  which  we  found  that 
-die  lungs  our  predecessors  had  made  with  the 
princes  and  potentates  of  Christendom  for  the  pub- 
lic weal  of  our  kingdom :  we  have  taken  especial 
care  of  the  ancient  confederacy  and  alliance  long 
since  contracted  and  religiously  observed  between 
our  predecessor  Kings,  and  the  Kings  of  Scotland, 
for  the.  mutual  aid  and  assistance  which  they  have 
got  from  each  other  upon  occasions  that  have  offered 
for  the  good  of  their  respective  states,  people  and 
subjects ;  and  being  that  we  have,  moreover,  a  par* 
ticular  inclination  to  love  our  most  dear  and  most 
beloved  good  brother  and  cousin  James  the  VI.  of 
the  name  reigning  over  the  said  country  of  Scot- 
land, in  consideration  whereof,  desiring,  after  the 
example  of  our  other  kings  our  predecessors,  to 
make  appear  to  our  said  good  brother  and  cousin 
the  said  King  of  Scotland,  that  the  continuance  of 
his  friendship  is  unto  us  dear  and  desirable,  and  to 
indulge  those  of  the  said  nation  with  every  instance 
of  good-will,  by  imparting  to  them  the  graces  and 
privileges  whereof  they  have  rendered  themselves 
worthy,  through  the  affection  and  fidelity  which 
they  have  borne  this  crown ;  be  it  known,  that, 
for  the  considerations  abovesaid,  and  of  our  special 
grace,  full  power  and  royal  authority,  we  have 
said,  declared,  and  commanded,  and  do,  by  these 
presents,  say,  declare,  and  command,  it  is  our  will 
and  pleasure,  that  the  subjects  of  our  said  good 
brother  and  cousin  the  King  of  Scotland,  who  do 
inhabit,  or  shall  hereafter  reside  in  this  our  king- 
dom,  be  capacitated  to  accept,  hold,  and  possess 
D 
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all  and  every  the  benefices,  dignities,  and  ecclesi- 
astical offices  with  which  they  may  be  justly  and 
canonically  invested  by  sufficient  title,  nothing  de- 
rogating from  the  decrees  and  concordates,  privi- 
leges, franchises,  and  liberties  of  the  Gallican 
church,  thereof  to  take  and  seize  the  possession 
and  enjoyment,  and  to  reap  and  receive  the  said 
fruits  and  revenues,  to  what  sums  soever  they  do 
or  may  amount  And,  moreover,  to  acquire  for 
the  future,  in  our  said  kingdom,  countries,  lands, 
and  seignories  of  our  said  obedience,  all  and  every 
the  estates,  moveable  and  immoveable,  that  they 
shall  see  meet,  to  hold  and  possess  them,  together 
with  those  that  may  fall,  redound,  or  belong  to 
them,  whether  by  succession,  donation,  or  other-' 
wise,  and  to  order  and  dispose  of  them  by  testa- 
ment, destination,  latter-will,  living  conveyance, 
or  in  what  manner  soever  ;  and  that  their  heirs, 
or  others,  to  whom  they  shall  fall  ab  inteskAy  or 
otherwise,  whether  they  be  rending  in  our  said 
kingdom,  or  whether  they  be  in  the  said  kingdom 
of  Scotland,  when  the  said  succession  or  donation 
shall  fall,  may  succeed  to  them,  take  and  seize 
possession  and  enjoyment  of  their  said  estates,  just 
as  they  would  or  might  do,  were  they  original  na- 
tives of  our  said  kingdom  and  country ;  provided 
always,  that  they  who  shall  testate,  or  decease  in* 
testate,  be  denizons ;  without  our  solicitor-general; 
or  other  our  officers,  having  any  power  to  claim 
their  said  estates  as  our  acquest  by  right  of  escheat, 
or  the  said  subjects  of  the  said  kingdom  of  Scot* 
land,  meeting  in  the  enjoyment  of  such  estates 
with  any  sort  of  molestation ;  without  also  the  acts 
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and  judgments  heretofore  passed  contrary  to  the 
tenor  of  the  said  presents,  being  able  for  the  future 
to  hinder  the  effect  hereof,  or  there  being  any  oc- 
casion for  the  subjects  of  the  country  of  Scotland 
to  obtain  any  other  dispensation  or  declaration 
than   these  presents ;   and,  as  above,  we  have 
enabled  and  dispensed,  and  do,  by  these  presents, 
enable  and  dispense  them,  without  their  bong 
obliged,  on  account  thereof,  to  pay  us,  or  our  suc- 
cessors, any  finances  or  indemnity,  from  which, 
unto  what  sum,  value,  or  estimation  soever  it  doth 
or  may  amount,  we  have,  m  consideration  of  the 
above,  acquitted  and  discharged,  And  do  acquit 
and  discharge  them,  by  these  presents,  signed  with 
our  own  hand ;  upon  condition,  that  if,  by  reason 
of  the  said  benefices  with  which  the  said  Scots 
may  be  provided,  there  arise  any  suit  or  conten- 
tion, they  shall  not  cause  any  of  our  subjects  to  be 
brought  or  convened,  but  before  such  of  our  judges 
unto  whom  the  cognizance  shall  belong*    We  do 
therefore  give  in  command,  to  our  beloved  and 
faithful  the  persons  holding  our  court  of  parliament, 
great  council,  and  chamber  of  accompts  at  Paris, 
treasurers  general  of  France,  and  all  our  bailiffs, 
seneschals,  provosts,  and  other  our  justiciaries  and 
officers,  or  their  deputies,  present  and  to  come,  and 
unto  every  one  of  them  as  it  shall  respectively 
concern  him,  that  our  present  grace,  leave,  licence, 
and  permission,  and  all  in  these  said  presents  con* 
tuned,  they  cause,  suffer,  and  allow  the  said  sub- 
jects and  inhabitants  of  the  said  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land to  enjoy  and  use,  plenarily  and  peaceably, 
ceasing  and  causing  to  cease  all  hinderances  and 
2 
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molestations  to  the  contrary  whatsoever.  Far  such 
is  otir  pleasure.  Notwithstanding  that  the  value 
of  the  said  finance  is  not  there  specified  and  de- 
clared, that  such  gifts  have  been  wont  to  be  made 
only  for  the  half,  or  the  third  of  the  ordinances  by 
tils,  or  our  predecessors,  issued  upon  the  order  and 
distribution  of  our  finances ;  from  which  we  have,  of 
our  full  power  and  royal  authority,  derogated,  and 
do  derogate,  and  from  the  derogatories  therein  con- 
tained, and  the  ordinances,  restrictions,  commands, 
and  prohibitions  to  the  contrary  whatsoever.  And, 
forasmuch  as  these  presents  may  be  wanted  in  divers 
and  several  places,  it  is  our  will,  that,  upon  sight 
hereof  under  our  seal  royal,  or  duly  collated,  credit 
be  given  as  to  the  ^present  original ;  unto  which, 
that  it  may  be  a  deed  firm  and  stable  for  ever, 
we  have  caused  our  seal  to  be  affixed :  saving  in 
all  else  our  right,  and  that  of  others  in  all  Given 
at  Fontainebleau  in  the  month  of  March,  and  year 
of  grace  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-nine, 
and  of  our  reign  the  tenth.  Signed  Henry.  And 
upon  the  fold,  By  the  king  from  Neufville,  on  one 
side  visa,  and  sealed  in  a  lace  of  red  and  green  silk, 
with  the  great  seal  in  green  wax,  registered  in 
presence  of  the  king's  solicitor-general  5  provided 
always  that  the  Scots,  who  are  not  denizons,  shall 
have  no  power  to  succeed  those  who  shall  reside 
in  this  kingdom ;  and  the  said  Scots,  residing  in 
this  kingdom,  shall  not  be  deprived  of  the  said 
letters  upon  quitting  the  said  residence.  At  Paris, 
in  parliament,  the  last  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  ninety-nine.  Signed  Du  Tillet. 
A  collated  extract  from  the  registers  and  royal 
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ordinances  registered  in  parliament  Signed  Voisin, 
with  a  paraph. 

Extract  of  the  records  of  parliament. 

.  This  day  the  court  having  seen  the  letters  given 
at  Fontaioebleau  in  the  month  of  March  last,  signed 
Henry,  and  upon  the  fold,  from  Neufville,  and 
sealed  with  the  great  seal  in  green  wax,  in  a  lace 
of  red  and  green  silk,  whereby,  for  the  causes  there 
contained,  the  said  lord  wills,  that  the  subjects  of 
the  King  of  Scotland,. who  inhabit  and  reside,  or 
shall  hereafter  inhabit  and  reside  in  this  kingdom, 
have  power  to  accept,  hold,  and  possess  all  and 
every  the  benefices,  dignities,  and  offices  ecclesias- 
tical with  which  they  may  be  lawfully  invested, 
not  derogating  from  the  holy  decrees,  privileges, 
and  liberties  of  the  Galilean  church ;  and,  more- 
over, in  this  said  kingdom,  to  acquire  all  and  every 
the  estates,  moveable  and  immoveable,  to  hold  and 
possess  them,  together  with  those  that  may  fall  and 
pertain  to  them  whether  by  succession,  donation, 
or  otherwise ;  and  to  order  and  dispose  of  them  by 
testament,  settlement,  and  latter-will,  and  other- 
wise, in  what  manner  soever ;  and  that  their  rela- 
tions, and  others  to  whom  they  shall  have  disposed 
of  them,  and  to  whom  they  shall  fall  ab  intestat,  or 
otherwise,  whether  they  be  resident  in  this  king- 
dom, or  in  the  said  country  of  Scotland,  when  the 
said  donation  or  succession  shall  fall,  may  be  able 
to  succeed  to  them,  take  and  seize  the  enjoyment 
of  their  said  estates,  just  as  though  tbey  were  ori- 
ginally natives  of  the  said  kingdom ;  provided  that 
3 
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the  testators,  or  those  who  shall  decease  intestate, 
be  denizons,  as  is  more  at  large  contained  in  the 
said  letters  and  conclusions  of  the  king's  solicitor- 
general.   The  matter  being  taken  into  deliberation, 
the  said  court  hath  decreed  and  ordained,  that  the 
said  letters  shall  be  here  registered  in  presence  of 
the  king's  solicitor-general,  without  the  Scots  who 
are  not  denizons  having  any  power  to  succeed  to 
those  who  shall  reside  in  this  kingdom. .   And  the 
said  Scots  residing  in  this  kingdom  shall  not  be 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  said  letters  upon 
quitting  the  said  residence.     Done  in  parliament 
the  last  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  five  • 
hundred  and  ninety-nine.    Signed  Voisin,  with  a 
paraph. 

Letters-patents  of  Lewis  XIIL  to  confirm  the  privi- 
leges of  the  Scots  in  France,  in  the  year  1612. 

Lewis,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France 
and  Navarre,  unto  all  present  and  to  come,  greet- 
ing. Our  predecessor  kings,  even  the  late  King 
Henry  the  Great,  our  most  honoured  lord  and 
father,. (whom  God  absolve)  by  his  letters-patents 
of  the  year  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine,  verified  in  our  court  of  parliament  at  Paris, 
willed  and  commanded,  for  several  weighty  con- 
siderations therein  contained,  that  those  of  the 
Scotish  nation,  who  should  inhabit  and  reside  here- 
after in  this  our  kingdom,  should  have  power  to 
accept,  hold,  and  possess  all  and  every  the  bene- 
fices, dignities,  and  offices  ecclesiastical,  with  which 
they  might  be  justly  invested,  to  take  the  posses- 
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sion,  fruits  and  revenues  of  them,  to  acquire  in  the 
said  kingdom,  country,  and  lands,  and  seignories 
of  our  obedience,  all  estates,  moveable  and  im- 
moveable, to  have  and  to  hold  them,  together  with 
those  that  might  fall  to  them  by  testament,  dona- 
tion, or  otherwise,  just  as  they  might  do,  were  they 
original  natives  of  our  said  kingdom,  upon  such 
conditions,  and  in  such  sort  as  is  more  at  length 
set  forth  and  specified  by  the  said  letters  and  veri- 
fication thereof.    In  consequence  whereof,  our  most 
dear  and  well  beloved  William  Morison,  a  Scots- 
man, son  to  John  Morison  and  Elizabeth  Gray, 
also  Scots,  his  father  and  mother,  resident,  during 
their  life,  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  having  afterwards 
retired  from  the  said  country,  and  dwelt  thirty 
years  in  our  cities  of  Rouen  and  Dieppe,  hath 
caused  most  humble  petition  and  request  to  be 
made  unto  us,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  enjoy  the 
tenor  of  the  said  letters,  under  the  benefit  and 
grace  of  which  he  hath  quitted  the  said  country, 
in  order  to  live  and  die  in  this  our  kingdom :  BE 
IT  KNOWN,  that,  willing  to  preserve  and  main- 
tain the  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  in 
the  franchises,  privileges,  and  liberties  to  them  con- 
ceded by  our  said  predecessors,  and,  after  their 
example,  favourably  to  treat  them,  unto  this  same 
William  Morison,  for  these  and  other  causes  there- 
unto us  moving,  in  consequence  of  the  said  first 
letters,  the  copy  whereof,  extracted  by  the  recorder 
of  our  said  court  of  parliament  at  Paris,  is  here  an?* 
nexed  under  the  great  seal  of  our  chancery,  we 
have  permitted  and  granted,  of  our  special  grace, 
full  power  and  royal  authority,  we  d<*  permit  and 
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grant,  it  is  our  will  and  pleasure,  that,  conformably 
to  the  said  letters  and  verifications  thereof,  he  may 
resort  and  reside  in  this  our  kingdom,  country, 
lands*  and  seignories  of  our  obedifcnoe,  there  to 
acquire  all  and  every  such  estates,  moveable  and 
immoveable,  as  he  shall  see  meet,  to  hold  and  .pos- 
sess them,  together  with  those  that  may  fall,redound, 
and  pertain  to  him,  whether  by  succession,  dona- 
tion, or  otherwise ;  and  to  order  and  dispose  of 
them  by  testament  and  destination  of  latter-will, 
living  donation,  or  in  what  manner  soever :  and 
that  his  heirs,  or  others  to  whom  they  shall  fall 
ab  intestaty  or  otherwise,  whether  they  be  resident 
in  our  said  kingdom,  or  whether  they  be  in  the 
said  country  of  Scotland,  when  the  said  succession 
or  donation  shall  fall,  may  be  able  to  succeed  to 
him,  to  take  and  seize  possession  and  etnjoyment  of 
the  said  estates,  just  so  as  they  would  .or  could  do, 
if  they  were  original  natives  of  our  said  kingdom 
and  country,  provided  they  shall  be  denisoas ;  and 
that  without  our  solicitor-general,  or  other  our 
officers,  having  power  henceforth  to  claim  their 
said  estates  to  us  acquired  by  right  of  escheat ;  nor 
likewise  shall  any  thing,  done  to  the  contrary  of  the 
tenor  of  these  presents,  have  power  for  the  future 
to  hinder  the  effect  hereof,  or  shall  there  be  any 
need  for  him  to  obtain  any  dispensation  or  declara- 
tion, other  than  these  presents ;  and  to  all,  as  above, 
we  have  enabled  and  dispensed,  and  do,  by  these 
-said  presents,  enable  and  dispense  him,  without 
his  being  obliged,  on  account  thereof,  to  pay  unto 
as,  or  our  successors,  any  finance  or  indemnity  ; 
from  which,  unto  whatever  value  or  estimation  it 
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doth  or  may  amount,  we  have,  in  consideration 
thereof,  as  above,  acquitted  and  discharged,  and 
do,  by  these  presents,  acquit  and  discharge  him : 
we  do  therefore  give  in  command,  to  our  beloved 
and  trusty  councillors  the  persons  holding  our 
courts  of  parliament,  commissioners  of  our  accompts 
at  Paris  and  Rouen,  treasurers  general  of  France, 
at  Paris  and  Rouen,  or  their  deputies,  or  to  each 
of  them  in  their  right,  themselves  first  hereto  re- 
quired, and  to  all  other  our  bailiffs,  seneschals, 
provosts,  and  other  our  justiciaries  and  officers,  or 
their  deputies,  present  and  to  come,  and  to  each 
of  them  whom  it  shall  respectively  concern,  to  cause 
these  presents  to  be  registered,  and  the  tenor 
thereof  to  be  enjoyed  and  used  plenarily  and 
peaceably  by  the  said  William  Morison  and  his 
successors;  ceasing  and  cause  to  cease  all  moles* 
tation  and  hinderances  to  the  contrary  whatsoever. 
For  such  is  our  pleasure.  And  to  the  end  that  it 
may  be  a  thing  firm  and  stable  for  ever,  we  have 
caused  our  seal  to  be  put  to  these  said  presents, 
saving  in  all  else  our  right,  and  that  of  others* 
Given  at  Paris,  in  the  month  of  October,  the  year 
of  grace  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twelve,  and 
of  our  reign  the  third  Signed  Lewis.  And 
counter-signed  by  the  King,  the  Queen-regent  his 
mother  present :  and  this  our  copy,  signed  Potier, 
in  paraph ;  on  the  side,  contents  signed  Poulsepin, 
in  paraph,  and  below  visa;  and  sealed  with  the 
great  seal  of  green  wax  in  fillet  of  red  and  green 
silk. 
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Extract  of  the  registers  of  the  parliament  of  Paris. 

Registered  in  presence  of  the  king's  solici- 
tor-general, towards  the  patentee's  enjoying  the 
effect  and  tenor  hereof,  with  proviso  that  the  said 
patentee  shall  be  bound  to  obtain  and  procure,  for 
the  said  lord  paramount,  a  brief  from  our  holy 
father  the  Pope,  within  six  months  next  coming, 
whereby  his  holiness  shall  grant,  that,  upon  the 
falling  of  any  vacancy  by  death,  resignation,  or 
otherwise,  of  the  benefices  with  which  lie  may  be 
invested  in  this  kingdom  and  country,  being  in  the 
nomination  and  presentation  of  the  said  lord  para- 
mount, there  shall  be  no  investiture  thereunto  by 
his  said  holiness,  without  the  nomination,  request 
er  consent  of  the  said  lord  the  king ;  and,  that  on 
account  of  the  said  benefices,  he  shall  not  cause  any 
Of  the  king's  subjects  to  be  brought  or  convened 
before  the  court  of  Rome,  so  if,  by  reason  thereof, 
any  law-suit  commence,  he  shall  prosecute  them  in 
this  said  kingdom,  before  the  judges  to  whom  the 
cognizance  shall  belong :  and,  moreover,  with  pro- 
viso that  the  patentee  shall  not  be  capable  of  being 
invested  with  any  bishopric,  archbishopric,  or  abbey 
of  chief  order,  nor  other  vicarages,  in  form  of  the 
said  benefices  with  which  he  may  be  invested  in 
this;  kingdom  as  a  natural  subject  of  France.  At 
Paris,  in  parliament,  the  fifteenth  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twelve.  Signed 
Du  Tillet ;  a  seal  and  paraph.  And,  upon  the 
said  fold  is  also  wrote,  recorded  in  the  register  of 
the  treasury,  the  king's  solicitor-general  thereunto 
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consenting,  in  order  for  the  patentee  to  enjoy  the 
effect  and  tenor  hereof,  upon  the  terms  and  condi* 
tions  set  forth  by  the  act  of  court.  Done  at  Paris, 
the  twentieth  of  December,  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  twelve.    Signed  L'Annier  in  paraph. 

Act  of  King  Lewis  XIV.  9  council  of  state,  in  favour 
of  the  Scots  in  France ; 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  the  King 
in  his  council,  die  Queen-regent  his  mother  pre* 
sent,  that,  in' the  year  seven  hundred  fourscore 
and  nine,  Charlemagne  reigning  in  France,  and 
Acbaius  in  Scotland,  the  alliance  and  confederacy 
having  been  made  between  the  two  kingdoms, 
offensive  and  defensive,  of  crown  and  crown,  king 
and  king,  people  and  people,  as  is  set  forth  by  the 
charter  called  the  Golden  Bull,  it  should  have, 
until  this  present,  continued  without  any  inter- 
ruption, and  been  ratified  by  all  the  Kings  succes- 
sors of  the  said  Charlemagne,  with  advantages  and 
prerogatives  so  peculiar,  that  not  only  are  the  Scots 
in  capacity  of  acquiring  and  possessing  estates, 
moveable  and  immoveable,  and  benefices  in  France, 
and  the  French  in  Scotland,  without  taking  out  any 
letters  of  naturalization;  but  also  it  should  have 
been  granted  to  the  said  Scots,  to  pay  only  the 
fourth  part  of  the  duties  upon  all  goods  which 
they  transport  to  the  said  country  of  Scotland ;  a 
privilege  which  they  have  ever  enjoyed,  and  do 
enjoy  at  this  day:  that  even  whatever  rupture 
there  may  have  been  between  the  crowns  of  France 
and  England,  since  the  union  of  the  kingdom  of 
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England  with  that  of  Scotland,  the  French  have 
been  nevertheless   still  treated  by  the  Soots  as 
friends  and  confederates,  and  particularly  in  the 
year  one  thousand  six  hundred  twenty-six,  when 
the  French  in  Scotland,  and  the  Scots  in  France, 
had  a  reciprocal  replevy  of  their  merchandises, 
while  those  of  the  French  in  England,  and  those 
of  the  English  in  France  were  confiscated ;  and 
that  there  never  hath  been  made  any  difference  or 
distinction  in  this  kingdom,  between  his  Majesty's 
natural  subjects  and  the  said  Scots :  wherefore  die 
late  King  of  happy  memory,  having,  by  his  declara- 
tion in  the  month  of  January,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  thirty-nine,  commanded  that  taxes  should 
be  laid  upon  all  foreigners  of  his  said  kingdom, 
his  Majesty  should  have,  by  an  act  of  his  council 
of  the  eleventh  of  May  in  the  said  year,  exempted 
Mid  discharged  all  Scots  rending  therein,  their 
children,  descendants,  and  heirs,  from  all  taxes 
laid,  or  to  be  laid  upon  the  said  foreigners.     In 
consequence  of  the  said  declaration,  acts  and  rolls 
of  taxes  expeded  thereupon,  willing  that,  if  any 
Scot  had  been  there  comprehended,  whether  in  the 
city  of  Paris,  or  in  others  of  this  kingdom,  they 
should  be  freed  without  difficulty  in  virtue  of  the 
said  acts;  the  said  letters  of  declaration,  acts,  or 
ought  else,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     In 
prejudice  whereof,  those  who  have  raised  the  taxes 
ordained  to  be  laid  upon  all  foreigners  residing  in 
this  said  kingdom,  in  virtue  of  the  letters  of  de- 
claration of  the  month  of  January  last,  had  not 
forborn  to  comprehend,  in  the  rolls  which  they 
caused  to  be  expeded  in  execution  thereof,  some 
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iwfiviitoate  of  the  Scottish  nation  amongst  other 
fortfgnm,  'Without  expressing  their  country  and 
qiiahtyt  itffich  being  absolutely  contrary  to  the 
intentirii  of  his  Majesty,  who  wills  and  means  to 
rtttttain  inviolably  the  said  confederacy  and  alii- 
atice  with  the  said  Scots,  and  to  maintain  them  in 
all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  prerogatives,  unto 
them  granted  by  the  kings  his  predecessors,  and 
which  he  hath  ratified  since  his  accession  to  the 
crown  :  the  king  being  in  council,  the  queen-re- 
gent his  mother  present,  hath  discharged,  and  doth 
discharge,  all  the  Scottish  gentlemen  residing  in  his 
said  kingdom,  from  the  tax  laid  upon  them  in  qua- 
lity of  foreigners :  their  majesties  give  prohibition 
to  all  bailiffs  and  sergeants  to  constrain  them  on  ac- 
count thereof,  on  pain  Of  a  thousand  livres  of  fine, 
and  of  all  costs,  damages,  and  interests.  And  for 
the  other  Scots,  his  majesty  hath  superseded  pay- 
ment of  the  said  taxes  for  three  months,  during 
which  time  his  majesty  prohibits  their  being  con- 
strained, if  there  is  not  some  private  stipulation 
made  by  theiri  to  the  contrary.  Done  in  the  king's 
councilof  state,  his  majesty  being  there,  and  the 
queen-regent  his  mother  present,  held  at  Fontaine* 
bleau,  the  nineteenth  of  September,  one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  forty-six.     Signed  Le  Tellier. 

Privileges  of  the  Scottish  merchants  trading  in  France^ 
granted  by  King  Francis  L  in  1518. 

Francis,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France. 
Be  it  known  to  all  present  and  to  come,  that  we 
mean  to  treat  favourably  the  subjects- of  our  most 
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dear  apd  most  beloved  brother,  Wu^  wAdtai 
the  l^ipg  of  Scotland,  iiiftYovpjFltbej^j^d 
anient  alliance  jmbsistipg  betweex*  yaw}  ^n^ftWJl 
of  the  g*eat  «Jtd  wwnw»d44e  f*r*ice*  ^W&&9ftf 
of  the  Scottish  ration  b*ve  4<W&Jte,tta  c^wfl<tf 
France:  fpr  tbe^e  causes,  ppd  j#  cpjiep #g^ 
them  grater  occj^qn  to  pei^yei^thei^agd  % 
other  considerations  thereupto  us  p3pyi#g,  in  tofcf^ 
also  of  opr  inclination  to  die  request  of  pijr  jqo^ 
dear  and  most  beloved  cousin  the  duke  of  Al^ny^ 
regent  and  governor  of  Scotland,  we  have  #11  aod 
every  the  Scottish  merchants,  wb©  are  and  shall  be 
hereafter  trading,  frequenting  and  conversing  » 
this  our  kingdom,  freed,  acquitted,  exempted,  and 
do,  of  our  special  grace,  full  power  and  royal  jau-> 
thority,  free,  acquit,  and  exempt,  by  these  presets, 
signed  with  our  hand,  in  perpetuity  and  for  ever* 
from  the  new  impost  of  twelve  French  deniers  per 
livre,  raised  in  the  city  of  Dieppe  upon  foreign 
merchandise,  beside  the  sum  of  four  French  denier* 
per  livre,  which  hath  been  anciently  collected  po4 
raised  upon  the  said  foreign  merchandise.  We 
do  therefore  give  in  command,  by  these  same  pre- 
sents, to  ouy  beloved  and  trusty  the  copamissioneis 
of  our  exchequers  and  treasurers  of  France,  and 
to  all  our  other  justiciaries  and  pfficers,  or  fp  tjbeir 
deputies  present  and  to  come,  and  to  every  one  of 
them,  so  as  it  shall  concern  him,  that  our  present 
grace,  immunity,  discharge,  apd  exemption,  they 
cause,  suffer,  and  allow,  the  said  Scottish  mer- 
chants, and  their  successors,  who  are  and  shall  be 
trading  and  frequentipg  in  pur  9fud  kingdoip,  to 
enjoy  pad  use,  plenarily  qnd  pe^qeabjy,  perptfu- 
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afly  sad  ffer  eto;  Without  giving;  of  suffering 
to  be  giveto  them,  any  manner  of  disturbance  or 
kflpedtoent ;  for  sncb  is  our  pleasure ;  whatsoever 
efldcdotfs*  restrictions,  commands,  or  prohibitions 
to  the  coatt^y  notwithstanding.  And  to  the  end 
that  this  he  *  deed  firm  did  stable  for  ever,  we 
have  cauaed  oar  &al  to  be  put  to  these  said  pre- 
sent*, saving  in  all  else  outright,  and  that  of  others 
iarAH.  Given  at  Amboise  in  the  month  of  May, 
and  year  of  grace,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  eighteen,  and  of  our  reign  the  fourth. 

Ptitrfcges  fifth*  Scottish  merchants  trading  in  France, 
granted  ty  King  Henry  II.  in  1554. 

,  Hswry,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France, 
to  our  beloved  and  trusty  counsellors  the  persons 
holding  our  court  of  parliament  at  Rouen,  the 
commissioners  of  our  exchequer  at  Paris,  the  in- 
spectors general  of  our  finances  and  supplies,  port* 
masters  at  the  said  Rouen,  and  to  all  our  other 
justiciaries  and  officers,  or  their  deputies,  whom  it 
shall  concern  greeting.  We  liberally  inclining  to 
the  request  which  hath  been  made  us  by  our  dearest 
and  most  beloved  daughter  the  queen  of  Scotland, 
for  her  subjects  in  the  said  country,  and  several 
other  considerations  thereunto  us  moving,  in  order 
to  remove  all  the  difficulties  which  you  and  every 
one  of  you  might  make,  of  causing  the  subjects  of 
our  said  daughter  in  the  said  country  of  Scotland, 
to  enjoy  our  letters  of  exemption  and  ampliation 
here  annexed  under  our  counter-seal,  and  to  put  a 
final  end  thereunto,  we  have,  by  amplifying  and 
2 
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interpreting  the  s^tn^  said,  declared  and  ordained, 
and  do,  of  our  own  accord,  certain  knowledge, 
special  grace,,  full  power,  and  royal  authority,  say, 
declare  and  ordain,  that,  by  our  said  letters  here* 
unto  annexed,  as  said  is,  we  have  intended,  and  do 
intend,  that  the  subjects  of  the;  said  country  of 
Scotland  shall  not  be  bound  to  pay  for  the  commo- 
dities which  they  shall  take  and  carry  out  of  our 
country  and  duchy  of  Normandy,  the  cities,  towns, 
and  havens  thereof,  whatsoever  they  be,  if  designed 
for  the  said  country  of  Scotland,  other  or  greater 
subsidies  and  duties  than  they  have  heretofore 
been  wont  to  pay,  and  did  pay  in  our  city  of 
Dieppe,  at  the  time  of  the  edicts  by  us  issued  con* 
cerning  the  collection  of  pur  foreign  duties :  and, 
so  long  as  trade  is,  or  shall  be,  we  have  exempted, 
acquitted,  and  freed  them,  and  do,  of  our  grace 
and  authority,  as  above,  exempt,  acquit,  and  free 
them  from  the  surplusage  of  the  said  duties,  and 
unto  what  sum  soever  they  may  amount,  over  and 
above  what  they  have  anciently  been  wont  to  pay 
our  city  of  Dieppe,  although  they  be  not  above 
specified  by  these  said  presents;  whereby  we  com- 
mand you,  and  every  one  of  you  respectively,  as 
it  shall  concern  him,  we  give  commission  and  ex- 
press injunction  to  cause  these  our  said  letters  and 
presents  to  be  read,  published  and  registered,  and 
the  contents  thereof,  our  said  daughter's  subjects, 
plenarily  and  peaceably  to  enjoy,  without,  on  occa- 
sion of  our  .said  edicts,  causing,  or  suffering  to  be 
caused,  made,  or  given  them  any  molestation,  dis- 
turbance, or  impediment,  to  the  contrary  whatso- 
ever ;  according  to  what,  by  our  said  letters  here 
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annexed,  as  said  is,  you  are  commanded  to  ob* 
serve ;  for  such  is  our  pleasure ;  notwithstanding 
the  said  edicts,  by  us  and  our  predecessors  made 
about  the  receipt  of  the  said  duties,  from  which, 
this  purpose,  and  without  prejudicing  them  in  other 
respects,  we  have  derogated,  and  do  derogate,  and 
from  thence  exempted,  and  do  exempt  the  said 
subjects  of  Scotland,  by  these  said  presents,  #hich 
to  this  end  we  have  signed  with  our  hand.  Given 
at  Paris,  the  third  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of 
grace  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-two,  and 
of  our  reign  the  eighth. 

Ratified  and  approved  wherever  it  hath  been 
necessary. 

Confirmation  of  the  privileges  qftke  Scottish  merchants 
trading  in  France,  granted  by  Xing  Henry  IV. 
in  1599. 

.-'  Hbnby,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France 
nnd  Navarre,  unto  all  present  and  to  come,  greet- 
ing. Whereas  the  late  King  Francis  I.  our  most 
honoured  sire  and  grandfather,  by  his  letters-pa- 
tents, in  charter-form,  of  the  month  of  May  one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eighteen,  desiring,  for 
eeveral  good  considerations,  well  and  favourably  to 
treat  the  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  in 
favour  of  the  great  and  ancient  friendship  and  al- 
liance which  subsisted  between  the  two  kingdoms, 
,  and  of  the  great  and  commendable  services  which 
those  of  the  Scottish  nation  had  done  to  the  crown 
of  France,  should  have  freed,  quitted  and  exemp* 
ted  all  the  Scottish  merchants,  trading,  frequent* 
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ing  and  dealing  in  this  kingdom,  from  the  foreign 
impost  of  twelve  French  deniers  for  each  livre,  than 
•  raised  in  our  city  of  Dieppe,  upon  merchandise, 
besides  four  French  deniers  for  each  pound  of  an- 
cient foreign  demesne :  and  since,  upon  the  com* 
plaint  that  the  said  Scottish  merchants  had  made 
to  the  -  late  King  Henry  II.  our  most  honoured 
sire  and  father,  (whom  God  absolve,)  that,  under ' 
pretext  of  a  new  edict  upon  foreign  duties,  the 
officers  thereof  in  our  city  of  Roueii  had  coo- 
strained  them  to  pay  twenty  deniers  a  livre  for  the 
new  foreign  impost,  he  should  have,  by  other  let- 
ters-patents in  charter-form,  of  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, in  the  year  one  thousand  five  hundred 
fifty-four,  by  amplifying  the  said  first  exemption, 
ordained  that  the  said  Scottish  merchants  should 
not  be  obliged  to  pay,  on  account  of  the  commodi- 
ties which  they  should  bring  and  carry  out  of  our 
said  country  of  Normandy,  or  any  towns  whatso- 
ever thereof,  designed  for  die  said  country  of  Scot- 
land, any  other  duties  and  subsidies  dan  they  had 
been  of  old  wont  to  do,  and  did  at  the  time  of  issu- 
ing the  said  new  edicts  made  concerning  the  re- 
ceipt of  foreign  duties  and  demesnes ;  as  is  con- 
tained more  at  large  in  the  said  letters  verified 
where  need  hath  been :  and  also,  by  other  letters- 
patents,  he  should  have  declared  to  have  meant, 
that  the  subjects  of  the  said  country  of  Scotland 
should  not  be  bound  to  pay  for  the  goods  they 
should  bring  and  carry  out  of  our  said  country  of 
Normandy,  cities,  towns,  and  harbours  thereof,  de- 
signed- for  the  said  country  of  Scotland,  other  lor 
greater  subsidies  and  duties  than  they  had, before 
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been  wont  to  pay,  and  did  pay  in  our  city  of  Dieppe, 
at  the  time  of  the  edicts  by  us  made  relating  to 
the  receipt  of  our  duties  of  foreign  impost.  But 
whereas,  on  occasion  of  the  troubles  which  have 
prevailed  in  this  kingdom,  especially  within  these 
ten  or  twelve  years  past,  things  have  been  so  alter- 
ed, and  the  privileges  of  the  Scottish  merchants 
so  enervated,  that,  if  we  were  not  pleased  to  con- 
tinue and .  con6rm  the  same  to  them,  they  feared 
therein  to  find  obstacles  and  difficulties  which 
might  deprive  them  of  the  benefit  of  the  grace  thai 
bath-been  unto  them  granted  and  continued  by  the 
said  kings  our  predecessors :  beat  known,  that  we 
desire  no  less  favourably  to  treat  the  said  Scottish 
merchants,  than .  the  said  kings'  our  predecessors 
have  done,  as  well 'in  consequence  of  the  ancient 
alliance  and  confederacy  which  subsists  between 
this  kingdom  and  that  of  Scotland,  as  for'  the 
friendship  and  good-  correspondence  which  sub* 
ststeth  between  us  and  the  Icing  of  Scotland,  James 
VL  of  the:  name,  our  most  dear  and  most  beloved 
good  brother  and  cousin,  notf  reigning  in  the  said 
couirtry ;  we  have,  of  pur  special  grace,  full  power 
and  royal  authority,  said,  declared,  and  ordained, 
do,  by  these  presents,  say,  declare,  and  ordain,  it 
is  our  will  and  pleasure,  that  the  said  Scottish 
mettjhantsy  trading,  frequenting,  and  convenjitf&, 
in.  Ibis  our  said  kingdom,  ejijay  for  the  future,  in 
our  whole  said  country  and  duchy  of  Normandy* 
the  same  franchises,  privileges,  am)  immunities, 
from  foreign  customs  and  imposts,  ',apd  after  the 
same  sprt  ,ao4  manper  tfcat,  they  enjoyed  them  in 
tfefe;  4ay^  of.tjie  Sings,  Frapcis  apd  JJqory,  our 
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most  honoured  grandfather  and  brother~in4aw» 
until  the  renewal  of  the  «aid  last  trouble*,  that,  by 
the  injury  of  the  times,  their  enjoyment  of  them 
hath  hem  impeded :  the  which  franchises,  prm- 
leges  and  immunities,  for  the  considerations  above* 
said,  and  of  our  grace,  power,  and  authority,  as 
above,  we  have  confirmed,  and  do  confirm  to  them, 
by  these  said  presents,  therefore  signed  by  our 
hand,  lor  the  commodities  which  they  shall  bring 
and  carry  out  of  our  said  country  and  duchy  of 
Normandy,  cities,  towns,-  and  harbour*  thereof 
whatsoever,  designed  for  the  said  country  of  Scot- 
land, We  do  therefore  give  in  command,  to  our 
beloved  and  trusty  the  persons  holding  our  court 
of  parliament  at  Rouen,  commissioners^  our  ac- 
eompts  and  supply  in  the  said  country,  treasurers 
general  of  Prance  in  the  said'  Rouen,  port-mnsters 
in  the  said  place,  or  their  deputies,  and  to  all 
other  our  justiciaries  and  officers,  or  their  substi- 
tutes, whom  it  shall  concern,  that  the  tenor  of 
these  presents  they  cause,  suffer,  and  allow,  the 
•aid  subjects,  Scottish  merchants,  to  enjoy  and  use, 
plenarily  mid  peaceably ;  ceasing,  and  causing  to 
cease,  all  molestations  and  impediments  to  the  con* 
trary  whatsoever;  and  to  cause  this  to  be  suffered, 
and  to  return  and  restore  to  then*  hereafter  their 
effects  and  commodities,  if  any  on  account  thereof 
should  be  taken  or  arrested,  that  they  constrain, 
and  cause  to  be  constrained,  our  officers  of  foreign 
trade,  by  all  due  and  lawful  methods,  any  opposi- 
tions or  appeals  whatsoever  notwithstanding;  mid 
producing  these  presents,  or  a  vidimus  thereof, 
made. under  die  seal  royal  fbr<once  only,  wo  wflB> 
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that  our  receivers  of  the  said  foreign  duties  be 
held  acquitted  and  discharged  thereof  by  the  com- 
missioners of  our  said  accompts  in  Normandy, 
whom  we  warrant  so  to  do,  without  difficulty  or 
hesitation.  And  whereas  there  may  be  occasion 
for  these  presents  in  several  different  places,  it  is 
our  will,  that  to4he  copy  thereof,  duly  collated, 
credit  be  given  as  to  the  present  original,  where* 
unto,  in  witness  hereof,  and  to  the  end  that  it  be 
a  deed  firm  and  stable  for  ever,  we  have  caused 
our  seal  to  be  put  and  affixed,  saving  in  all  else 
our  right,  and  that  of  others  in  all.  For  such  is 
our  pleasure.  Given  at  Fontainebleau  in  the 
month  of  March,  of  the  year  of  grace  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  of  our  reign  the 
tenth.  Signed  Henry  ;  countersigned,  by  the 
king  at  Neufville,  and  sealed  in  a  silk  string  with 
the  great  seal  of  green  wax*. 

From  a  copy  collated  with  the  original  on  parch* 
ment,  by  a  clerk  of  the.  court  of  parliament  of 
Bouen,  the  27th  of  April,  1599. 
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WiUiam  the  Ninth  Earl  of  Glencairn, 

A8 

GENERAL  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  FORCES 
xsr  THE 

IX  THE  TEARS  1653  AND  1654. 
WRITTEN 

♦        BY  JOHN  GRAHAM  OF  DEUCHRIE, 

Who  was  Eye  and  Bar-witness  to  att  thai  passed  from  first  to  la*U 
CONTAINING  A  VARIETY  OF  PARTICULARS 

NOT  TAKEN  NOTICE  OF  BT  ANY  HISTORIAN. 
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THE  earl  of  Glencairn  went  from  bis  own 
bouse  of  Finleston  in  the  beginning  of  the  month 
of  August,  1653,  to  Lochearn,  where  several  of 
the  clans  did  meet  him,  viz.  the  earl  of  Athol,  Mac- 
Donald  of  Glengarie,  Cameron  of  Lochyell,  ordi 
narily  called  MacEldney,  John  Graham  of  Deuch- 
rie,  Donald  MacGregour,  tutor  of  MacGregour 
Farqubarson  of  Inverey,  Robertson  of  Strowan, 
MacNachtane  of  MacNachtane,  Archibald  lord 
Lorn,  afterwards  earl  of  Argyle,  colonel  Blackader 
cfTullyattan. 

These  gentlemen,  after  some  few  days  consulta- 
tion with  his  lordship,  did  promise  to  bring  out 
what  forces  they  could  with  all  expedition. 

My  lord,  notwithstanding,  did  lie  to  and  from 
the  hills,  not  having  any  with  him  but  the  writer 
of  this,  and  three  servants,  for  the  space  of  six 
weeks. 

The  first  forces  that  came  to  him  here,  were 
brought  by  John  Graham  of  Deuchrie :  they  were 
forty  footmen.  Within  two  or  three  days  after 
came  Donald  MacGregour  the  tutor,  with  eighty 
footmen* 
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My  lord  general  with  this  force  came  to  John 
Graham  of  Deuchrie's  house,  where,  within  some 
few  days;  my  lord  Kenmure  came  with  forty  horse* 
men  from  the  west :  colonel  Blackader  also  came9 
with  thirty  horsemen,  which  he  had  gathered  to- 
gether in  Fifeshire.  The  laird  of  MacNachtane 
came  with  twelve  horsemen:  there  was  between 
sixty  and  eighty  of  the  Lowlandmen  that  were  not 
mounted  on  horses,  but  were  very  well  provided 
in  their  arms :  they  were  commanded  by  captain 
James  Hamilton,  brother  of  thelaird  of  Milntown, 
and  were  called  to  a  nickname  Gravats. 

Colonel  Kidd,  governor  of  Stirling,  being  in- 
formed that  the  king's  forces  were  come  so  near 
him,  did  march  with  the  most  part  of  his  regiment 
of  foot,  and  troop  of  horse,  to  a  place  called  Aber- 
foyle,  within  three  miles  of  the  place  where  my 
lord  general  did  lie,  who  having  intelligence  there- 
of, did  march  with  the  small  force  he  had,  to  the 
pass  of  Aberfoyle;  and  drawing  up  his  forces 
within  the  pass,  did  distribute  his  footmen  on  both 
sides  thereof,  very  advantageously  ;  and  the  horse 
which  were  commanded  by  lord  Kenmure,  were 
drawn  up  on  the  wings  of  the  foot.  He  gave  or- 
ders that  captain  Hamilton,  who  commanded  the 
Lowlandmen,  called  Gravats,  with  Deuchrie's  men, 
should  receive  the  first  charge,  which  they  did  very 
gallantly;  and  at  the  very  first  encounter,  the 
enemy  began  to  retire  back.  The  general  per- 
ceiving the  same,  did  command  the  Highland 
forces  to  pursue,  as  also  lord  Kenmure  with  the 
horse  he  had.  The  enemy  began,  upon  this,  down- 
right to  run  ;  they  were  pursued  very  hard  ;  they 
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lost  on  the  spot  about  sixty,  and  about  eighty 
were  killed  in  the  pursuit :  no  prisoners  were  tar 
ken. 

My  lord  general  having  succeeded  so  well,  from 
all  places  men  did  daily  come  in  to  him.  We  then 
marched  to  Lochearn,  and  from  that  to  Loch- 
Rannoch,  where,  at  the  hall  in  the  isle  of  Loch* 
Rannoch,  the  clans  met  him.  In  the  mean  while, 
he  was  very  busy  in  dispatching  men  to  the  Low- 
lands, giving  them  commission  for  taking  horses, 
for  raising  men,  and  for  carrying  off  all  the  arms 
they  could  find. 

The  clans  who  met  him  at  Loch-Rannoch 
brought  their  forces  with  them :  the  laiid  of  Glen- 
garie  brought  three  hundred  very  pretty  men: 
the  laird  of  Lochyell  brought  four  hundred  Loch*, 
ber-men  :  the  tutor  of  MacGregour  had  then 
about  two  hundred  men  with  him. 

Sir  Arthur  Forbes,  and  Gerard  Irvine  his  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, with  several  other  officers,  came 
with  about  eighty  men  on  horseback.  The  earl 
of  Athol  came  with  a  hundred  horse,  and  with  a 
regiment  of  brave  foot,  consisting  of  near  one 
thousand  two  hundred  men,  commanded  by  An- 
drew Drummond,  brother  germaii  of  Sir  James 
Drummond  of  Machany.  He  was  the  earl  of 
AthoPs  lieutenant-colonel 

These  noble  persons  were  ordered  to  give  com- 
mission to  captains,  and  other  inferior  officers,  to  go 
to  the  Lowlands,  for  levying  what  men  they  could* 
We  then  marched  down  to  the  skirts  of  the  Low- 
lands, near  the  Marquis  of  Huntly's  bounds,  where 
several  gentlemen  joined  us. 
8 
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.  The  ksrd  of  Inverey  rendeavouoed  in  Cromar, 
for  the  nosing  of  a  regiment.  General-major 
Morgan,  who  was  lying  at  Aberdeen,  being  in- 
formed of  the  day  of  rendezvous  in  Cromar*  did 
draw  oat  of  several  garrisons  two  thousand  foot, 
and  one  thousand  horse  and  dragoons,  with  which 
be  marched  day  and  night  before  the  day  of  ren- 
dezvous ;  and  we  not  having  intelligence  of  his 
march,  he  fell  upon  our  outer  guards,  and  that  so 
hotly,  that  our  forces  had  much  ado  to  get  drawn 
up;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  John  Graham  of 
Deuchrie,  with  about  forty  men  who  fired  upon 
the  enemy,  some  of  oar  own  men  being  amongst 
them,  and  having  killed  the  officer  who  commanded 
the  party  of  the  enemy  who  had  entered  the  glee 
before  us,  this  put  them  into  some  confusion,  and 
made  them  stand  a  little. 

In  the  mean  time  lord  Kenmure,  who  command-* 
ed  die  van,  marched  at  a  great  rate.  Our  foot 
took  the  glen  on  both  sides.  This  glen  lead*  to 
the  laird  of  Grant's  ground  of  Abernethy  wood. 
Morgan  now  having  got  up  his  foot,  ordered  them 
to  march  on  both  sides  of  the  glen  after  our  foot, 
he  himself  charging  at  the  mouth  of  the  glen.  My 
lord  general,  who  was  in  the  rear,  was  desired  to 
change  his  horse,  but  he  would  not,  though  the 
nag  he  rode  on  was  not  worth  £100  Scots.  The 
gentlemen  who  attended  on  my  lord  general,  were 
the  laird  of  MacNachtane,  Sir  Mungo  Murray, 
who  killed  one  of  the  enemy's  officers  as  they  en- 
tered the  pass,  Nathaniel  Gordon,  a  brave  gentle- 
man, major  Ogilvie,  captain  Ochtrie  Campbell, 
captain  John  Rutherford,  who  wants  the  leg,  eoto- 
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nel  Blackader,  the  laird  of  Glengarie,  with  several 
other  gentlemen  of  repute,  whose  names  I  cannot 
now  remember.  This  glen  was  so  strait  for  the 
horses,  that  only  two  could  march  a4>reast,  and' 
sometimes  only  one.  The  enemy  pursued  so  hot* 
ly,  that  they  fought  on  foot  as  often  as  on  horse* 
back.  We  had  eight  miles  to  travel  through  the 
glen,  before  we  could  reach  the  laird  of  Grant's 
ground,  and  the  enemy  did  not  give  over  the  fight, 
till  night  parted  us. 

Morgan  lay  in  the  glen  all  that  night;  and  the 
next  morning  he  marched  down  through  the  Cro- 
mar,  and  from  thence  to  Aberdeen. 

After  this  we  lay  in  that  country  and  in  Baden- 
och,  for  near  five  weeks.  Lord  Kenmure  was  sent 
with  a  hundred  horse  to  the  shire  of  Argyle,  to 
bring  up  what  forces  lord  Jjorn  had  gathered.  He 
bad  mustered  one  thousand  foot,  and  about  fifty 
horse,  who  marched  and  joined  us  in  Badenoch, 
where  he  remained  with  us  about  a  fortnight ;  but 
being  some  how  discontented,  he  marched  home 
with  his  men  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1664. ' 

My  lord  general' having  intelligence  of  his  deser- 
tion, ordered  the  laird  of  Glengarie,  with  Lochyeli, 
and  so  many  horse  as  could  be  conveniently  spared, 
to  pursue  him,  and  bring  htm  back  with  his  men, 
or  otherwise  to  fight  him.  Lorn  marched  straight- 
way for  the  castle  of  Ruthven  in  Badenoch,  "a 
house  belonging  to  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  wherein* 
there  was  a  garrison  of  English  sadiers ;  but  Glen^ 
garie  being  very  eager  in  the  pursuit,  overtook 
him  before  he  got  .within  half  a  mile  of  the  castle. 
Lord  Lorn  seeing  this,  slipped  off  with  what  horse 
3 
\ 
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he  bad,  leaving  bis  foot  to  the  mercy  of  Glengarie 
and  his  men.  He  presently  commanded  a  party 
of  horse  to  follow  Lorn,  who  could  not  overtake 
him ;  but  they  brought  back  about  twenty  erf  his 
horsemen.  His  footmen  were  drawn  up  on  a  hill, 
where  they  beat  a  parley,  and  engaged  to  serve 
the  general  for  behalf  of  his  majesty. 

Glengarie  was  not  quite  satisfied  with  their  an- 
swer, but  was  inclined  to  fall  upon  them,  for  he 
had  still  a  grudge  against  them,  since  the  wars  of 
the  great  Montrose.  My  lord  general  by  this 
time  coming  up,  and  hearing  of  the  offer  they  had 
made,  ordered  one  to  go  to  them,  and  inform 
them,  that  he  would  accept  of  no  offer  from  them, 
till  they  lay  down  all  their  arms ;  upon  which  they 
immediately  gave  them  up. 

.  The  general  then  went  up  to  them,  with  several 
of  his  officers,  and  they  all  declaring  they  were  wil- 
ling to  engage  in  his  majesty's  service,  under  hi* 
lordship,  he  caused  both  officers  and  soldiers, 
each  of  them,  to  take  an'oath  to  be  faithful  to  his 
majesty ;  which  they  very  readily  did,  and  then 
their  arms  were  restored  to  them :  but  within  a 
fortnight  thereafter,  neither  officers  nor  soldiers 
of  them  were  to  be  seen  with  us :  and  we  heard 
no  more  of  lord  Lorn,  nor  any  of  his  men  since 
that  time. 

'There  was  one  colonel  Vaughan,  or  Wagan, 
who  came  from  England  by  Carlisle,  and  joined, 
us  wkh  near  a  hundred  gentlemen  on  horseback, 
well  mounted  and  armed.  The  colonel  himself 
was  unfortunately  killed  in  a  .rencounter  he  had 
with  the  brazen-wall  regiment  of  horse ;  but  not- 


y  Google 


IN  THZ  HIOHIAWB*  O*  SCOTLAND.  69 

withstanding  of  the  deadly  wounds  he  had  re- 
ceived, he  rooted  the  troop,  and  killed  the  com- 
mander thereof,  though  it  was  said,  that  in  ail  the 
civil  wars  they  never  had  been  beat.  This  brave 
gentleman  had  his  wounds  healed  over :  but  from 
what  cause  I  know  not,  they  broke  out  again,  and 
occasioned  his  death,  to  the  great  regret  of  all 
who  knew  him. 

We  being  now  a  considerable  body,  both  of 
horse  and  foot,  by  reason  of  the  great  numbers  of 
new  levied  men  that  came  in  daily  to  us,  the  gene- 
ral, with  advice  of  the  officers,  thought  it  fit  to 
march  down  to  the  Lowlands,  in  the  shire  of  Aber. 
been :  so  we  went  by  Balvenie,  and  from  thence  to 
a  place  called  Wbitelums,  near  to  which  was  a 
garrison  of  the  enemy  in  the  castle  of  Kildrummie, 
a  house  belonging,  to  the  Earl  of  Mar.  Morgan 
not  daring  to  come  out  to  us,  knowing  our  army 
was  full  as  good  as  his  own ;  after  that  we  had 
been  in  this  country  a  fortnight,  we  marched  for 
the  shire  of  Murray,  where  we  remained  near  a 
month.     Our  head  quarters  was  at  Elgin. 

The  English  had  two  garrisons  in  Murray  sbire, 
one  in  Burgie  castle*  and  the  other  in  Calder ;  but 
notwithstanding  of  both,  we  got  no  hurt  from  them, 
but  had  very  good  quarters,  and  made  ourselves 
merry  all  the  time  we  were  there.  We  bad  wasted 
the  Highlands  by  reason  of  our  long  tarrying  there* 
The  marquis  of -Montrose,  son  of  the  great  Mon 
trose,  joined  the  general  at  Elgin,*  with  near  thirty 
gentlemen ;  also  the  lord  Forrester,  with  a  few  men* 
and  one  littk  major  Strachan. 

The  general  having  received  letters  from  my 
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lord  Middleton,  advisihg  him  of  his  arrival  in 
Sutherland,  with  several  other  officers  sent  by  his 
majesty,  viz.  Major-General  Monro,  to  command 
as  lieutenant-general  of  horse  and  foot,  Dalziel,  to 
command  as  major-general  of  horse  and  foot,  and 
Drummond,  as  major-general  of  foot :  lord  Napier 
was  to  have  a  regiment.  There  were  several  other 
gentlemen  who  came  over  as  officers  in  the  same 
ship. 

The  lord  general  immediately  ordered  the  army 
to  march  to  Sutherland.  Morgan  having  intelli- 
gence, marched  upon  our  rear,  and  as  we  marched 
we  had  many  hot  skirmishes  with  him.  Our  ge- 
neral was  always  present  and  in  action ;  and  always, 
when  necessary,  ordered  fresh  parties  to  relieve 
those  that  stood  in  need  of  assistance*  This  skir- 
mishing lasted  for  the  space  of  two  days  and  two 
nights. 

We  sat  down  before  the  house  of  the  laird  of 
Lethen,  whose  name  was  Brodie,  who  held  it  out 
for  the  English.  Our  general  sent  and  ordered 
him  to  deliver  up  the  house  for  the  lung's  service, 
which  he  refused ;  and  on  the  approach  of  our 
men,  he  fired  out  on  them,  and  killed  four  or  five 
of  them.  The  general  being  incensed  at  this,  or- 
dered the  soldiers  to  pull  down  several  stacks  of 
.corn,  with  which  he  filled  the  court  and  gates  of 
the  house,  which  being  set  on  fire,  he  judged  the 
smoke  would  stifle  them,  the  wind  blowing  it  into 
the  house :  but  it  took  not  the  effect  he  expected  ; 
for  they  still  held  out*  the  house,  and  we  lost 
other  three  or  four  men  more  ere  we  marched  the 
next  morning. 


y  Google 


IN  TAB  IttGHLANDS  OF  SCOTLAND.  00 

The  general  ordered  all  Letbeafa  land  and  stack- 
yards to  be  burnt,  which  was  accordingly  done ; 
and  these  were  the  only  orders  be  gave  for  burn- 
ing during  all  his  command. 

We  then  marched  straightway  for  a  pass  that 
lay  eight  miles  above  Inverness. ;  and  having  got  to 
that  pass,  our  army  crossed  the  water  of  Inverness: 
the  whole  horses  were  made  to  swim,  and  the  men 
passed  in  boats.  Here  we  kept  a  strong  guard, 
and  our  army  lay  for  the  space  of  six  weeks  quite 
safe  up  and  down  the  country  of  Sutherland,  tb* 
English  having  no  garrison  in  that  country. 

The  lord  general  immediately  set  out  for  Dor- 
noch, to  receive  lord  Middleton's  commands,  who 
was  to  be  general  in  chief;  and,  after  five  or  six 
days  rest,  lord  Middleton  ordained  that  there 
might  be  a  general  rendezvous  of  the  whole  army, 
that  so  he  might  see  what  the  men  were,  both  as 
to  their  arms,  mounting  and  numbers. 

The  army  was  accordingly  mustered  upon  a 
Saturday  in  the  middle  of  March ;  their  number 
amounted  to  3500  footmen,  anil  1500  horsemen. 
Of  the  horsemen  there  would  have  been  about 
900  that  were  not  well  horsed  nor  weft  armed. 

There  was  an  English  pink  cast  in  by  stress  of 
weather,  on  the  coast  of  Sutherland;  she  was 
loaded  with  near  forty  tons  of  French  wine.  Ge- 
neral Middleton  distributed  this  among  the  officers 
of  the  army ;  and  he  gave  to  the  earl  of  Gkncairn 
one  ton  thereof. 

The  army  being  drawrf  up  again,  according  to 
the  former  order,  the  earl  of  Gleneairn  passed 
along  the  front  of  all  the  regiments  of  horse  and 
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foot,  and  informed  all  the  officers  and  men  as  he 
went  along,  that  he  had  no  further  command  now 
but  as  a  private  colonel,  and  that  he  hoped  they 
should  be  very  happy  in  having  so  noble  a  com* 
mander  as  the  present  general,  and  the  officers 
under  him ;  and  so  he  wished  tbem  all  well.  Those 
who  saw  this  could  easily  perceive  how  very  un- 
satisfied the  soldiers  were,  by  their  looks  and  coun- 
tenance; for  several,  both  officers  and  soldiers, 
shed  tears,  and  vowed  that  they  would  serve  with 
their  old  general  in  any  corner  of  the  world. 

When  this  ceremony  was  over,  the  earl  of  Glen- 
cairn  invited  the  general  with  all  the  general  offi- 
cers and  colonels,  to  dine  with  him.  His  quarters 
were  at  the  laird  of  Kettle's  house,  four  miles  south 
from  Dornoch,  the  head  quarters.  They  were  at 
well  entertained  by  his  lordship  as  it  was  possible  in 
that  country.  The  grace  said,  and  the  cloth  with- 
drawn, his  lordship  called  for  a  glass  of  wine,  and 
then  addressed  the  general  in  these  words:  "  My 
lord  general,  you  see  what  a  gallant  army  these 
worthy  gentlemen  here  present  and  I  have  gathered 
together,  at  a  time  when  it  could  hardly  be  expected 
that  any  number  durst  meet  together;  these  men 
have  come  out  to  serve  his  majesty,  at  the  hazard 
of  their  lives,  and  of  all  that  is  dear  to  them :  I 
Jiope  therefore  you  will  give  them  all  the  encour- 
agement to  do  their  duty  that  lies  in  your  power." 
On  this,  up  started  Sir  George  Munro  from  his 
seat,  and  said  to  lord  Glencairn,  "  By  G— >  my 
lord,  the  men  you  speak  of  are  nothing  but  a  num- 
ber of  thieves  and  robbers  ;  and  ere  long  I  will 
bring  another  sort  of  men  to  the  field."    On  which 
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Alengarie  started  up,  thinking  himself  most  con- 
cerned ;  but  lord  Glencairn  desired  him  to  for- 
bear, saying,  "  Glengarie,  I  am  more  concerned 
in  this  affront  than  you  are;"  then  addressing 
himself  to  Monro,  said,  "  You,  Sir,  are  a  base 
liar ;  for  they  are  neither  thieves  nor  robbers,  but 
gallant  gentlemen,  and  good  soldiers.* 

General  Middleton  commanded  them  both  to 
keep  the  king's  peace,  saying,  "  My  lord,  and  you 
Sir  George,  this  is  not  the  way  to  do  the  king  ser- 
vice ;  you  must  not  fall  out  among  yourselves ; 
therefore  I  will  have  you  both  to  be  friends  ;w  and 
immediately  calling  for  a  glass  of  wine,  said,  "  My 
lord  Glencairn,  I  think  you  did  the  greatest  wrong 
in  giving  Sir  George  the  lie ;  you  shall  drink  to 
him,  and  he  shall  pledge  you."  The  noble  and 
good  lord  Glencairn  accordingly  took  his  glass,  as 
ordered  by  the  general,  and  drank  to  Sir  George; 
who,  in  his  old  surly  humour,  muttered  some  words, 
which  were  not  heard,  but  did  not  pledge  his  lord- 
ship. 

The  general  gave  orders  to  sound  to  horse ;  and 
lord  Glencairn  went  out  in  order  to  accompany 
him  to  the  head-quarters ;  but  the  general  would 
not  allow  him  to  go  above  a  mile  of  the  way.  His 
lordship  then  returned  back,  having  none  in  his 
company  but  colonel  Blackader  and  John  Graham 
of  Deuchrie,  When  arrived,  he  became  exceed- 
ing merry,  causing  the  laird's  daughter  play  on 
the  virginals,  and  all  the  servants  about  the  house 
to  dance.  Supper  being  now  ready  and  on  the 
table,  as  my  lord  was  going  to  set  down,  one  of 
the  servants  told  him,  that  Alexander  Munro,  Sir 
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George's  brother,  was  at  the  gate.    My  lord  im- 
mediately  commanded  to  let  him  in,  and  met  him 
at  the  hall-door*  where  he  saluted  him,  and  made 
him  very  welcome*  saying,  "  You  see,  Sir,  the 
meat  is  on  the  table,  and  will  spoil  if  we  «it  not 
down  to  Ht"    He  placed  Monro  at  the  head  of  the 
table,  next  the  laird'?  daughter.    All  present  were 
very  jncrry.     My  lord  told  Munro^  he  would  give 
him  a  spring  if  he  would  dance ;  which  accord- 
ingly he  did  with  the  rest,  the  laird's  daughter 
playing.     While  the  rest  were  merry,  his  lordship 
and  Monro  stepped  aside :  they  did  not  speak  a 
doaen  of  words  together,  as  all  thought ;  and  after 
drinking  a  little  longer,  Munro  departed.      My 
lord  then  called  for  candles,  and  went  to  bed. 
There  were  two  beds  in  his  room,  in  one  of  which 
he  lay,  and  in  the  other  lay  Blackader  and  Deu- 
chrie.    The  whole  family  in  a  little  went  to  bed. 
None  knew  any  thing  of  his  lordship's  design  but 
one  John  White,  who  was  his  trumpeter  and  valet 
de  chambre.    The  night  being  very  short,  and  my 
lord  being  to  meet  Muqro  half  way  between  his 
quarters  and  Dornoch,  their  meeting  was  to  be  as 
soon  as  they  could  perceive  daylight ;  so  that  his 
lordship  got  not  two  hours  rest  before  he  rose,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  two  aforesaid  gentlemen  lay 
in  the  room  with  him,  be  went  out  and  returned 
from  the  encounter  without  the  knowledge  of  any 
one  in  the  house,  except  John  White  his  servant, 
who  accompanied  him.    Munro  came  accompanied 
with  his  brother.    They  were  both  well  mounted ; 
each  of  the  parties  were  to  use  one  pistol,  after  dis- 
charging of  which  they  were  to  decide  the  quarrel 
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with  .brad  swords,  Tbetr  pistols  were  firsd  with- 
out doing  any  execution,  and  they  made  up  to 
'each  other  with  their  broad  swords  drawn.    After 

*  few  passes  his  lordship  had  the  good  fortune  to 
give  Sir  George  a  *ore  stroke  on  the  bridle-hand  ; 
whereupon  Sir  George  cried  out  to  his  lordship  that 
he  was  notable  to  command  his  horse,  and  he  hoped 
he  would  allow  him  to  fight  on  foot    My  lord  re- 
plied, "  You  base  carle  !  I  wiH  show  you  that  I 
will  match  you  either  on  foot  or  horseback."    Then 
they  both  quitted  their  horses,  and  furiously  at- 
tacked each  other  on  foot.     At  the  very  first  bout 
the  noble  earl  gave  him  so  sore  a  stroke  on  the 
brow;  about  an  inch  above  his  eyes,  that  he  could 
not  see  for  the  blood  that  issued  from  the  wound. 
His  lordship  was  then  just  going  to  thrust  him 
through  the  body ;  but  his  man  John  White,  forced 
up  his  s#ord,  saying,  "  You  have  enough  of  him* 
my  lord,  "you  have  got  the  (better  of  him."    His 
lordship  *as  very  angry  with  John,  and  in  a  grea* 
passion  gave  him  a  blow  over  the  shoulder.    He 
then  toot  horse  and  came  back  to  bis  quarters. 
Munro  came  straight  away  to  the  head-quarters  * 
and  his  brother  had  much  ado  to  get  him  conveyed 
there,  by  reason  of  <the  blooding  both  of  his  hand 
and  beach 

*  *3%e  general  being  acquainted  iof  this  meeting, 
immediately  sent  captain  Ochtrie  Campbell  with  a 
guard,  to  secure  the  earl  of  Glencairn  in  his  quar* 
ters;  which  accordingly  was  done  before  six  in 
the  morning.  The  general  had  ordered  captain 
Campbell  to  take  his  lordship-  s  sword  from  him,  and 
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to  cotnftiit  him  to  arrest  in  his  chamber,  taking  fats 
parole.   This  affair  happened  on  Sunday  morning. 
In  the  week  ensuing,  there  fell  out  an  accident 
which  made  the  breach  still  wider  betwixt  his  lord- 
ship and  Munro«     One  captain  Livingston,  who 
'came  over  with  Monro,:  and  a  gentleman  called 
Jame's  Lindsay,  who  came  over. with'  lord.  Napie^, 
had   some  hot  words  together.      Liting&tott  at- 
ledged  Munro  was  in 'the  right,  rand  Lindsay  ii*» 
listed  in  the  contrary.      They  challenged  each 
other,  and  went  out  early  in  the  rooming  to  the 
links  of  Dornoch,  *where,  at  the  very  rfirst  bout; 
Lindsay  thrust  his  swoftt  [through  Livingston's 
heart,  so  that  in  a  short. time  he  expired/    Lind- 
say was  immediately  after  unfortunately  taken; 
which  when  lord  Glencairn  beard,  be  dealt  very 
earnestly  with  the  general,  and  caused  other  officers 
to  do  the  same  for  Lindsay's  release ;  but  nothing 
could  prevail  with   him:   he  immediately  called 
a  council  of  war,  who  gave  sentence  that  Lindsay 
should  be  shot  to  death  at  the  cross  of  Porooeb, 
before  four  that  afternoon,  which  was  accordingly 
done.     Lord  Glencairn  was  exceedingly  troubled 
at  this  gentleman's  death:  but  all  this  must  be 
done,  forsooth,   to   please   Sir   George.       Lord 
Glencairn  took  care  that  nothing  should  be  wahfr- 
ing  for  burying  this  unfortunate  gentleman  with 
decency :   and  as  there  was  no  prospect  of  making 
up  the  breach  which  gave  occasion  to  this  mischief, 
his  lordship,    on   that  day  fortnight    after     his 
encounter  with    Munrb,  marched   away  for  rthe 
south  country.     He  was  accompanied  with  none 
other  save  his  own  troop,  and  some  gentlemen  _ 
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Volunteers  that  were  waiting  for  command.  They 
were  not  in  all  a  hundred  horse.  We  marched 
straight  for  the  laird  of  Assinrts  bounds.  When 
the  general  had  notice  of  our  departure,  he  sent 
a  strong  party  to  bring  us  back,  or  otherwise  to 
fight  us.  ..Wben  has  loodshiphad  got  safely  to  As* 
fint,  the  laitd  thereof  came  to  him,  and  offered 
to  serve  bim^  promising  to  secure  the  passes,  so 
that  the  *rhote-  army  should  not  be  able  to  reach 
hkn  that  night,  though  they  were  to  come  in  pur- 
suit <of  him. .-.  His  Jordship,  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of /accepting  this  offer,  though  it  was  said  that 
this  very  gentleman  had  betrayed  and  delivered 
up  itfaei great  Montrose ; .  yet  mott.  part  believed 
that  it  was.-  his  fafcheiwin-law  who  .betrayed  that 
great  nobtemin,  and  not  himself,  who  was  young 
jfctfeattia*  .* 

..  The  next  day  his  lordship,  inarched,  to  Kin  tail, 
where  he  was  very  genteelly  received  by  the  gen- 
tleman who  commanded  there  for  lord  Seafdrtb, 
ta  whom  the  bouse*  belonged.  Here  he  stayed  some 
days  to  refresh;  both/  mpn  and ;  horses ;  from  that 
he  matched*  to  Lochhroom ;  from  Lochbroom  tor 
Lochaber ;  from  thence  to  -  Lochrannoch ; ;  tbflJce 
to  .the  head  df  Loch  Tay,  to  a  church  town  called 
Killinn,  He  rested,  fsere  for  the  apace  of  ten  day?, 
till.  Sir  Qeerge  Max  well  came  and  joined  him  with 
near  an  hundred  horseman* 

Earl  William  of  Selkirk  also  joined  him  with 
sixty  horsemen;  and  lord  Forrester,  with  little 
major  Strachan,  and  one  who  wept  under  the  name 
of  captain  Gordon ; .  thaey  brought  with  them  about 
eighty  horsemen. .  This  fioudon  wne  an. ,  English- 
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man^— hib  real  uamewau  Portugua-  4c  was  hanged 
at  t!he  cross  of  Edinburgh  after  ook  capitulation* 
fcr  running  away  from  them  *kh  several  toeopets 
that  hie  had  persuaded  to  fbhW  hiriv  Them 
joined  as  several  maris  of  our  captains,  and  some 
ef  their  men  also.  Hi*  lordship  finding,  that  by 
the  addition  of  these  aoblemenr  arid  gendnnierifc 
with  their  troopers,  his  nttmbers  were  increased  to 
near  400  hwsenJew,  he  thought  it  proper  tb  sand 
them  to  general  Msddlctori>  that  so  they  mighl 
not  be  wanting in  their  dntjr  to  the  kiagV  Service 
#here  occasion  might  offer.  Accordingly  tbejt 
went  and  joined  the  general.  Lord  Gkncaorti 
4ontnicted  o  violent  fax,  by  which  ho  main  greot 
danger,  so  that  we  all  though*  he'  would  horn 
died.  This  obliged  os  to  make  but  sfaorii  jourocyaa. 
There  were  none  with  him  but  a  fevgentfedim 
and  his>owti  servants.  Werdund  at  lost  to  Leven, 
and  staid  at  the  castle  of  Boeedo*  belonging  to 
the  Mr*  of  Loss.  H*  l«rieoh»  wnsstHl  carafe! 
in  sending  officers  tedifEomiit  places^  to  levari 
on*  of  the  Lowlands;  aod,  withi*  »  month Y 
he  had  got  together  about  two  hundred  horse. 

We  had  teftMiddfeton,  the  general,  in  SuArn 
land,  in  the  month  of  April',  teumd  the  hater  end 
thereof;  he  immediately  after*  marched  taCaitb* 
vew9  where' he  efcpected  more  forces*  to  join  him, 
both  from  lord  Seafortfe  and  lord  Reayv  os  also 
others,  which  Munro  assured  him  of;  but  be  was 
dhapporatfedoftbemalL    ■   . 

He  then  marched  towards  die  sestfh  countsjr  to 
otoid  general  Monk,  who  now:  hod  the  command 
in  Seothmdi  nod  hod  ordered  Mragontnu 
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with  what  force*  eeutd  be  sparfccb  out  of  the  gatiix 
tons.  Monk  marched  his  army  north,  and  joined 
Morgan  in  the  share  ofi  Aberdeen  They  then 
marched  to  the  fli)ghlhnds»  but  in.  different  bodies, 
yet  so  as  they  sfceokL  always  bfe  wftbfc  a  day's 
march  efeack  other,    .     . 

MidkUetoa,  with  the  khg?a  armyv  «tme  to  th* 
side  of  Loefcgam,  wbfens*  at  a  smaM  village^  be 
w-  raoheed:  to  enaainffc all  night;  hut  Morgan* 
by  hia  good  Ajrtune,  reached  the  same  place  b* 
ton  the  king's  firney,  wh<*  bed  no  intelligence 
where  their  ewemie*  wtere,  till  the  vao-guard  wae 
find  open  by  Morgans  ©«*er  guard-  ThrEag» 
Bsb  trebp  weue  than  of  the  king's  army;  Ihere 
wattnagwmyd  there  am  wbieh  they  could  draw  tip  j 
for  on  the  one  hand  was  the  loch,  and  on  thfc 
ether  k  wae  a»  marshy, that  at>  berse  waa  able  to 
ride it*},  anddfctbe  wety  hf  the  ktth,  two  oft  three 
at  .rndrt  were  tatt.  that  ccfcrid  riAfc*-bw»st*  The 
gtfjwd  Mddlet«jfi«dingthii>ierder»d  the  amy 
t»  face  akmt ;  an  that  the  *any  who*  wece  the  E*^» 
tmdme  tlfertaa.  .They  behwred 
eery  gallandy,  but.  were  very  herd 
by  Morgan,  who,  fell' ufow  the  gtnqraV* 
r,  wbere  was  his.  eomnissbi*  arid,  ali  hie 


Morgan  puieted  sahotly*:  Aat  at)  last  he  obliged 
MMftetonViarmy  U>  inn  asj&st  aa  they  couldi 
There  wae  no  great  sfaasghterp  fcay  before  they 
had  passed  the  lech,  nigbt  tome  em.  Everyman 
then  sfaiftedrfio*  himself;  and  went  whci*  be  beet 
MkedL  Tbe  gisinil  wantoff  wife***?  whfii 
he  ^«e*t*al<ceft  £f*ewatao*i]t  v -only?  hejnttatoi* 
S 
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look  the  field,  but  shortly  went  over  to  his  majesty 
in  Flanders. 

Many  of  the-  earl  of  Glencairn's  men  who  had 
been  at  Lochgarie,  came  and  offered  their  service*  ' 
to  him  at  Rosedoe :  but  he  said  to  them,  "  Gen- 
tlemen, I  see  the  king's  interest  in  Scotland  is  now, 
broken,  the  king's  army  being  so, shamefully  lost 
as  it  hath  been:  and  as  I  am  now  in  a  very  bad 
state  of  health,.  I  am  resolved  to  capitulate  witli 
the  enemy,  fin:  myself  and  those  that  are. with,  me; 
and,  if  you  please,  you  shall  be  included  in  the 
Capitulation.  Consider  of  this,  gentlemen*/  and 
give  me  your  answer  to-morrow,  that  I  may  know 
for  how  many  I  am  to  capitulate*;  in  the  mean 
time  you  may  go  to  the  quarters  I  have  appointed 
for  you." 

The  officers  the  next  day  waited  on  his  lordship, 
tod  told  him,  that  as  they  had  at  first  joined  him 
to  serve  the  .king,  and  as  they  understood  from 
bhn,  that  they  could  not  at  present  do  his  majesty 
any  service,  they*  wore  all  willing  to  accept  i  m£ 
whatever  terms  his  lordship  should  make  fbr^heuv 

His  lordship  immediately  sent  commissioners 
to  capitulate  with  Monk,  who  at  that  time  resided 
at  Dalkeith ;  and  it  was  a  full  month  before,  the 
business  was  closed.  The  treaty  was  once  entirely 
broken  off.;  on  which  his  locdship,  who  was 
informed  that  a  party  of  horse  and  dragoons 
were  quartered  in  Dumbarton,  resolved  to  beat 
up  their  quarters.  We.  had  an  outer  guard  at  a 
ford  within  four  miles:  of  Dunbarton,  which  we 
kept  in  possession  during  the  oas^th  that  we  lay 
in  those  pahs.    My.  lord  ocde*e4  4w»3n«dced  of 
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his  -best  barse;  under  the  commAn<J  of  Sir  George 
Maxwell  of  Newark,  bis  lieutenaot-^cotonel,  to  cjoss 
the  river  f  where  the.  said  outer  guard  was,  and,  as 
sopp  as  he  should  cross,  to  ride  on  at  a  gallop  to 
the  town.  This  was  to  be  done  about  one  in  the 
afte4mp90Arwhen  the  enemy  were  judged  to  be  at 
dinner.  This  was. accordingly  done  to  good  pur- 
pose; jtbose  of  the  enemy  that  could,  fled  to  the 
castle;  between  thirty  and  forty  of  them  were 
killed,  and  above  twenty  were  made  prisoners. 

All  the  horses  belonging  to  both  horsemen  and 
dragoons  were  taken :  we  likewise  brought  away 
with  us  two  hundred  loads  of  corn  out  of  the 
town. 

As  soon  as  the  news  of  this  defeat  came  to  gene- 
ral Monk's  knowledge,  he  immediately  brought  on 
the  capitulation  again ;  which  was  soon  happily 
concluded  on,  and  he  agreed  to  much  more  fa- 
vourable terms  than  before  this  he  would  conde- 
scend to  grant. 

The  conditions  were,  that  all  the  officers  and 
soldiers  should  be  indemnified  as  to  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  and  that  they  should  have  passes  deliver- 
ed to  each  to  secure  their  safety  in  travelling 
through  the  country  to  their  own  respective  homes, 
they  doing  nothing  prejudicial  to  the  present  go- 
vernment. The  officers  were  to  be  allowed  all  their 
horses  and  arms,  to  be  disposed  of  as  they  pleased ; 
they  were  also  to  have  the  liberty  of  wearing  their 
swords  when  they  travelled  through  the  country. 
The  common  soldiers  were  allowed  to  sell  their 
horses ;  they  were  obliged  to  deliver  up  their  arms,  ( 
but  it  was  ordained  that  they  were  to  receive  the 
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full  value  far  them,  as  it  should,  be  fixed  by  two 
officers  of  lord  Crlencairn's,  and  two  of  general 
Monk's.  All  which  particulars  were  punctually 
performed  by  the  general.  Two  long  tables  were 
placed  upon  the  green  below  the  castle,  at  which 
all  the  men  received  their  passes,  and  the  common 

'  soldiers  the  money  for  their  arms. 

This  happened  upon  the  4th  day  of  September, 

.  1654.      The  earl  of  Glencairn  that  same  night 
crossed  the  water,  and  came  to  his  own  bouse  of 
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PREFACE. 


THE  reader  will  not  be  surprised  if  he  find  a 
variety  of  matters  touched  in  this  general  Preface 
or  introduction  to  the  following  tracts;  this  could 
hot  be  well  avoided  in  an  account  of  Miscellaneous 
papers.. 

The  author  of  the  life  and  death  of  king  James 
V.  was  a  French  gentteman,  and  no  wonder  that 
he  gives  a  more  full  account  of  several  matters 
than  other  historians ;  because  that  king  had  two 
queens  from  France,  and  many  of  their  coun- 
trymen had  considerable  posts  in  the  government 
of  Scotland.  Our  author  gives  no  account  of  af- 
fairs during  the  minority  of  that  prince,  which  is 
generally  the  weakest  part  of  a  reign,  and  affords 
only  the  history  of  the  intrigues  and  practices  of 
ambitious  politicians,  who  involve  their  country  in 
blood  and  confusion,  for  the  sake  of  ingrosring  the 
whole  power,  or  a  considerable  share  thereof.  The 
state  of  affairs  in  Scotland  during  this  king's  mi- 
nority was  this;  first,  queen  Margaret  had  the 
keeping  of  the  young  prince  her  son,  and  the  go- 
vernment of  the  kingdom  committed  to  her  du- 
ring her  widowhood :  her  brother  Henry  VIIL  of 
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of  England  had  gained  her  to  endeavour  what  she 
could  to  lessen  the  inclination  of  the  leading  men 
of  Scotland  to  the  French  their  old  confederates ; 
but  she  by  her  marriage  *ith  Archibald  Douglas, 
earl  of  Angus,  lost  the  administration.  To  bal- 
ance the  English*  pirty  &i  4c6ilafcd,  the  French 
king,  upon  the  desire  of  the  estates  of  the  kingdom, 
sent  over  John  duke  of  Albany,  earl  of  Marche, 
Mar,  and  Garioch,  lord  oT  Annandale  and  the  Isle 
of  Man,  count  of  Boulogne  and  Auvergne,  by  his 
gitFrtafffl  *?ft  the  heiress  Aan$  de  La  Tmw  and 
AtfVejUntj.  .  The  ;!Fwich  king  did  not  openly  die- 
tdver  what  share  be  bad  in  that  aflaifV  because 
then  h*  wad  forming  a  league  yith  England;  qnd 
notwithstanding  all  the  endeavours  of  Henry  VIII* 
to  hinder  the  duke  to  oome  tp  Scotland,  he 
landed  in  that  kingdom,  March  27th,  l&l&w  hip 
great  misfortune  was  his  ignorance,  of  the  language) 
and  custom*,  and  parties  there!  this  made  him 
rely  too  rtueb  on  the  advice  of  John  Hepburn* 
prior  of  St.  Abdrtws*  who  in  all  the  counsels  he 
gave  hboa,  had  more  in  his  view  t*  be  .ravaged  of 
his  own  enemies  tbatt  the  puhlit  good.  Tbfc  kiug 
of  England  used  all  methods  to  tnake  the  duke  of 
Albany  uneasy*  and  to  possess  those  of  ttoeC  power 
in  Scotland  with  jealousies  of  him,  aabejng  tb*  son 
of  a  traitor,  who  was  outlawed  for  kVying  w*f 
against  his  sovereign ,  and  designing,  to  dispense 
ham  of  the  crown :  that  tbe  duke  was  entirely  in 
the  interests  of  the  French  king,  and  had  a  greater 
regard  to  the  service  of  that  monarch  than  to  the 
advantage  and  prosperity  of  Scotland.  Queen 
Margaret,  on  the  other  hand,.  *beii  thfcrr  was  wars 
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betwixt  England  and  Scotland,  discovered  all  the 
duke's  design*  tbat  she  could  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of.  This  queen,  upon  some  misunderstand- 
ing betwixt  her  and  her  husband,  became  at  last 
weary  of  him,  and  sued  for  a  divorce,  because,  as 
she  said,  he  kept  a  mistress  when  she  was  in  Eng- 
land :  this  made  her  live  in  better  friendship  with 
the  duke  than  formerly.  Whilst- the  duke  was  in 
France,  which  was  from  June,  1517,  to  September, 
1523,  the  earl  of  Angus  did  what  he  could  to 
strengthen  his  own  party,  and  exclude  the  Go- 
vernor from  the  administration,  upon  whose  return 
the  earl  fled  to  England,  where  he  was  kindly  re-  - 
ceived  by  Henry  VIII.  and  was  entirely  gained 
to  tbat  king's  interest,  Henry  used  all  means  pos- 
sible to  get  the  earl  restored  to  his  possessions  in  * 
Scotland,  but  in  vain ;  and  both  by  letters  from 
himself,  and  from  some  eminent  divines  in  Eng- 
land, persuaded  his  aster  to  be  reconciled  to  her 
husband,  and  amongst  other  things  reproached  her 
with  too  great  familiarity  with  the  duke  of  Albany : 
though  he  could  not  get  the  peace  made  up  betwixt 
ber  husband  and  her,  yet  she  was  gained  to  follow 
her  old  practice,  of  being  a  spy  upon  the  duke, 
discovering  his  designs  to  her  brother,  or  to  his 
ministers,  which  in  a  great  measure  defeated  all 
his  purposes  to  invade  England.  At  that  time  a 
faction  began,  which  at  last  obliged  the  duke  to 
leave  Scotland,  to  which  he  never  after  returned, 
though  he  kept  all  his  titles  there :  he  died  in  bis 
castle  of  Mirefleur,  1536,  and  was  a  prince  of  great 
courage ;  be  had  the  command  of  considerable 
forces  both  by  sea  and  land,  under  Francis  I.  of 
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France,  in  which  post*  he  always  behaved  himself 
honourably;  he  governed  ScoUand  with  great 
'  equity.  When  the  WW  of  bis  departure  came  to 
England,  king  Henry  acquainted  the  earl  of  Angus 
with  it*  add  desired  him  to  go  to  Scotland,  for  then 
he  was  in  France,  where  he  bad  been  three  years. 
In  the  next  parliament,  the  authority  of  the  go- 
vernor was  abrogated ;  tbe  keeping  of  the  young 
king  was  intrusted  tofoiir  bishops,  and  four  noble- 
men ;  who  were  the  archbishops  of  St.  Andrews 
and  Glasgow,  of  Aberdeen  and  Dunkeld,  the  earls 
of  Arran,  Angus,,  Lennox,  and  Argyll,  who  were 
to  be  the  king's  tutors  by  turns ;  but  Angus  at 
last  got  tbe  young  king  into  bis  own  .keeping,  and 
excluded  the  rest.  Buchanan  tells  us,  that  the 
earl  of  Angus  encouraged  the  king  too  much  in 
his  youthful  pleasures,  either  to  make,  him  easy 
under  his  present  restraint,  or  to  engage  him  so 
deep  in  pleasures  that  he  might  be  careless  of  the 
government,  which  he  thought  would  turn  to  his 
own  advantage ;  at  last  tbe  king  got  free  from  the 
earl  and  his  party,  and  banished. them;  the  earl 
retired  to  England,  and  did  not  return  till  after 
the  king's  death. 

In  the  minority  of  this  king,  Henry  VIII*  by 
his  ambassadors  in  Scotland,  used  all  means  to 
dispose  him  to  prefer  an  alliance  with  England 
before  one  with  France ;  and  for  that  end  be  sent 
him  presents  of  fine  horses  and  arms,  which  he  knew 
would  most  readily  take  with  the  martial  genius  of 
this  young  prince ;  but  several  noblemen,  and  the 
popish  clergy,  many  of  whom  had  benefices  in 
France,  persuaded  him  to  the  contrary:   those 
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who  were  fer  tfce.amient  league  with  France,  a£- 
ways  reminded  him  of  the  strait  alliance  of  his  ait. 
cestors  with  that  nation*  » Because  there  is  *iefl- 
tina  of  the  le^ue  in  the  following  history,  I  shall 
give  here  a  short  account  of  it  i . 

All  the  Scotch  historians  agree*  that  it  began  in 
the  time of  Charlemagne*  eof emporary  with  Achai- 
us  king  of  Scotland ;  it  is  certain  that  this  league 
is  very  ancient,  for  in  the  *  contract  of  marriage 
betwixt  Francis,  dauphin  of  France,  and  Mary, 
queen  of  Soots,  April  the  19th,  1558*  it  is  said  to 
be  of  eight  huftdred  years7  standing.  The  ho* 
nourafele  Sir  James  Dalrymple,  in  his  learned  his- 
torical collections  thinks  this  a  good  argument  of 
its  antiquity*  f  Hilarion  de  Coste,  in  his'  Eloges 
et  les  yies  de*  Dames  Ilinatres,  torn.  J,  in  thechaiv 
acter  of  Magdalen  de  France,  king  James  V.'s  first 
queen,  say*  the  same.  In  the  original  instructions 
given  November  I5th»  1570,*  by  the  duke  of  Chat- 
telherauU,  the  earls  of  Hiintly  and  Argyll,  Mary 
queen  of  Scots'  lieutenants,  to  the  bishops  of  Ross 
and  Galloway,  and  the  lord  Livingston,  to  treat 
with  queen  Elisabeth,  for  queen  Mary'd  restoration, 
in  the  third  article  it  is  said,  "  that  the  old  leagut 
has  been  inviolably  kept  betwixt  France  and  Sco(^ 
land  for  eight  hundred  years  and  wore."  Egin*. 
hardus,  secretary  to  Charlemagne,  gives  us  an  ac- 
count of  the  assistance  the  Soofe  gave  to  Charles 
in  his  wars*  Paulus  ^Erailius,  in  his  second  book 
de  Rebus  Gestis  Franoorum,  says,  "  Honores, 
Magastratusq ;  Saxonire,  Gen ti  bus  aiientgenis,  et 

-    i  ■    4 ■■*»  Mioi ■■ .         . I  in « i :„ 

*  Traite  de  paix.— t  Caligula,  c  % ,  p.  296. 
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imprimis  Scotis  mandabat  C&rohis,  quorum  egre- 
gia  fide  virtuteq \  utebatur  "  Bellefbrestus,  in  lib. 
1,  Hist.  Carol.  Mag.  confirms  this ;  and  adds, 
"  Scotorum  fideli  opera  non  parum  adjutus  in  Bello 
Hispanico  fuerat."  The  occasion  of  the  league, 
was  according  to  Buchanan,  Lesley,  "  Conaeus  de 
duplici  statu  Religionisapud  Scotus,"  David  Chain* 
bers,  and  others,  that  the  English  Saxons  had  in- 
vaded France  and  plundered  the  seacoast;  whilst 
Charles  was  absent  in  his  wars  against  the  Sara- 
cens, he  thought  it  adviseable  to  enter  into  a  per- 
petual alliance  with  the  Scots,  who  by  their  near- 
ness to  England,  were  most  capable  to  give  a  di- 
version to  his  enemies.  Acbaius,  who  knew  that 
quarrels  with  neighbouring  princes  were  unavoida- 
ble, was  glad  of  the  assistance  of  the  French.  The 
articles' of  this  league  were  the  same  with  those  of 
other  alliances,  viz.  "  That  the  French  and 
Scotch  were  to  have  common  friends  and  enemies, 
that  they  were  to  assist  each  other  in  their  wars, 
and  that  none  of  the  kings  of  the  two  nations  weije 
to  make  a  separate  peace  with  England/-  And  it 
may  be  said,  that  never  a  treaty  was  more  inviola- 
bly kept  than  this.  JLesly  tells  us,  Achaius  sent 
his  brother  William  to  France  with  four  thousand 
men  to  assist  Charles  in  his  wars  in  Italy,  and  in 
his  absence  William  commanded  the  army.  Co- 
naeus, who  lived  long  in  Italy,  informs  us,  that 
many  of  William's  soldiers  settled  there,  and  were 
founders  of  several  families,  as  of  the  Barones,  of 
the  Mariscotti  in  Bononia  and  Siena,  the  Scoti  ia 
Placentia  and  Mantua,      Sansovino  and   other 
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genealogists  sayf/  that  tij^/famAie*  began  m  tbe 
reigu  of  Charlemagne,  ;..      lf)r 

We  do  not  believe  what  some  historian*  affirm, 
that  as  a  memorial  oti  this  league  t&e  crowij  of 
Soptjand?  which  was  before  only  a  plain  circle  of 
gold,  had  aooUxer  of;  flower  de  lis  raised' about  it; 
for  the  learned  Mabillou,  whose  testimony  in  this 
matter  is  much  to  be  depended  upon,  tells  us,  * 
that  the  first  French  kings  who  had  the  flower  de 
K*  oh  their  crowite,  lucre  Philip  I.  and  Us  father. 
Some  also  say,  that  upon  thia  league,  the  arms  of 
Scotland  wete  inclosed  In  A  double  tresstfre,  flower ed 
and  counter-flowered  wifH  flowers  de  Ks,  wfefch  is 
not  probable,  seeing  Mabillon. assures  us,  who  is 
best  acquainted  of  any  with  the  seals  of  the  French 
kings,  that  f  Philip  the  August*  who  died  about 
1223,  was  the  first  who  had  one  flower  de  Us  in 
his  oounter-seal ;  Lewis  VIII.  and  IX.  had  some- 
times 0114,  and  sometimes  many,  which  was  ob- 
served by  the  following  kings,  till  the  reign  of 
Charge  V,  w(i?  reduced  the  flpwersde  lis  to  th^ree  : 
neither  till  a  Jong  time  after  tbat,  did  the  kings  of 
Scotland,  use  their  anps  on  then;  seals,  as  we  are 
informed  by  that  kerned  and  judicious  antiquary 
Mr.  Anderson,  J,  who  is  a  great  judge  of  the  an- 
tiquities of  Scotland,  and  has  bad  be$te£  occasions 
than  any  to  know  what  belongs  to  the  seals,  char- 
ters, and  ccanH  pf  his  country* 

At  this  time,  as  Buchanan  says,  barbarity, and 
ignorance  had  not  overspread  Scotland  so  njucb 

*  De  ^diplomatics,  p.  «4.— f  Page  i39— -t  Independent 
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as  other  countries ;  for  there  were  still  in  that  na- 
tion some  monks  remarkable  for  the  ancient  piety 
and  learning.  Charles  was  a  prince  who  favoured 
and  encouraged  men  of  letters,  therefore  he  in- 
vited some  of  them  to  France.  Buchanan  ex- 
presses that  well  in  his  admirable  poem  upon  the 
marriage  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  with  the  dau- 
phin of  France.  

.     "JE&BcquoquecttmI*tiumquaterrtlfo 

Sola  prope  expulsis  fuit  Hospita.terra  Camsenis,  &c" 

When  barbarous  foes  the  Soman  bounds  o'erepread, 
Tiutl^er  tbe  imjaes  ibr  protection  fled: 
Hence  Greek  and  Roman  learning  in  full  store, 
By  Charlemagne  to  France  was  wafted  o'er. 

Bede,  lib.  3,  Hist.  chap.  27,  tells  its,  that  many 
of  the  noblemen's  sons  of  England,  were  sent' to 
Scotland  to  be  educated,  where  they  were  enter- 
tained kindly,  and  had  maintahiance  and  learning 
given  them  gratis ;  for  at  that  time  the  monasteries 
were  schools  of  learning,  and  not  as  afterwards, 
privileged  places  for  impurity,  laziness,  'and  igno- 
rance. Before  this  time  flourished  Bonifacius  a 
Scotchman,  according  to  Marianus  Scot  us,  lib.  g, 
ad  annum,  741,  and  Trithemius,  lib.  9,  cap.  24 
Dempster,  in  a  dissertation  concerning  the  coun- 
try of  this  Bonifacius,  has  nine  arguments'  to 
prove  him  a  Scotchman ;  he  was  called  the  apostle 
of  Germany,  preached  the  gospel  in  many  places 
ftf  that  country,  and  was  the  first  archbishop  of 
Mentz.  Those  who  came  to  France  upon  Charles9 
desire,  were  Joannes  Albinus,  or  Alcuinus,  Charle- 
magne's preceptor,  he  founded  tbe  university  of 
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Pm*<  lnmMik^p^9ihe}alh Jiimielf  Ve* 
na^uluiu  gcptofctna,  i.  e.  a  jaative  of  Scotland. 
Bozius,  tom.  2,  dib.  2,  cap.  ,9,  is  «f.  the.  same 
opinion ;  as  &l*o  Botetus,  fee.  Buchanan,  «ays^ 
he  saw  a  book  of  i&etoric  of  which  be  was  the 
authpr.  .  At  :tii*,M©e/ cdn^also  CJfemetis  Sootos, 
whp  founded;  t,be  Hniverfrity  of  Padua. 

The  Scotch. guards  in  Frinfce  began:  upon  this 
occasion,  when  Alexander  III.  heard  that   St. 
Lew*  designed  to  expedition  to  the  holy  land,  he 
sent   to  his  assistance  seven  thousand  soldiers* 
-  Lewi*  chose  twenty-four  out  of  that  number,  who 
were  tphave  the  jrciwtsnt  keeping  of  his  person; 
his  example  was  followed  by  his  successors ;  Charles 
V.   added   seventy-six  to  the  former  number ; 
Charles  VII.  besides  the  hundred  foot-guards, 
added  a  troop  of  cuirassiers  of  that  nation,  who 
were  to  take,  place  of  all  the  horse  of]  hi*  army. 
An*  original  .paper,  .containing  instructions  fronn 
queen  Mary,  Qf  Scotland,  to  her  ambasaador>the 
bishop  of  Boas,  &q.  M  a  treaty  with  queen  EHe** 
beth,  informs  ufrjof  the  .state  .of  those  guards  in 
1570.    They  then,  consisted  of  a  hundred  men  of 
arms,  a  hundred  archers  pf  the  guards,  and  twenty- 
four  archers  pf  the  corps,  keepers  of.  the  king's 
body :  after  the.refprmition  the  privileges  of  those 
guards  were  greatly  lessened*    This  is  remarkable, 
that  never  dftj  of  those  gentlemen  was  found  guilty 
of  treason,  or  carelessness  in  the  defence  of  the 
French  king*.     Philip  de  Comities,  lib.  11,  cap. 
\%  of  the  life  of  Lewis  XL  tells  us,  that  the  citir 

*  Cotton  Librwr^Calig.c.  2,  f©L  32a 
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oentf  of  Liagje  fooke  in  upon  thd  lodging*  of  thai 
long,  and  .bad  certainly  killed  hh*,  had  it  ttet 
been  for  the  valour  of  hie  Stiotet  goard*,  *4iA 
stood  abmt  bfaobr  like^t  wall,  and  with  their  azfowrf 
drove .  them  -  and*  the  Buigvndiafts  «*ay .  At  the 
tpttfeoftFarra,  Francis  I.  was  not  taken  tilHhetfe 
*ere  only  torn'  alive  of  hk  onto  bund***  Sedleli 
guards  It  iw*ild  be^tob  tedfois  t»gi*e*4eng 
account  of  the  privileges  the  Scotch  nation  tiad  W 
Faanoe  by  that  league,  especially **  merchants 
*nd students*  •  *    • 

Several  danga  centtvbuUd  to  A*  fctthenhftg  *f 
$»  alliance  witfe  France;  fitat,  Hen^  VIII  by 
means  of  trie  sister,  queeh  Margaret,  stttjred  **pa 
party  in  Scotland  against  those  who  were  far  the 
oU  leagae.  Herbert,  in  the  Kfc  of* that  bift%; 
leMe  ua,  that  he  loved  interviews  beqaufte  he  i*as  a 
baadsoaat  priaeey  *ni  wade  a  great  appeartfnee  at 
jwiats  and  Aouvnanie«U;  yet  thag^t  reason  of 
hiitdttaae  to  meet  «rith  bfflgf ames,  wa>toalieneiB 
him.ftos»*h*  friendship  fefch  Fume*,  Und  temper* 
suffileii^to^inkbe  af^reaoh  'mito  Borne;  4s<  the* 
iaoat  fckely  way  to  attain .  4hat  end  r*  Butting 
James  ire^estid  the  dfcre  of  his  utttlej  who.  pen. 
loaded  him  to  amatqhfwith  hie  daughter  Mary, 
and  ^fteraqatda  married  with  Franc*  Franoie  II 
"  jaho  had  heard  of  theidanger  of  lesiag'the  friend* 
ship  of  Scotland  by  the  soliiutationt  of  Henry  VIIL 
and  that  king*  James  was4»me  to  Franee  to«oukt 
lye  daughter  Magdalen,  he  received  Wm  with  el 
possible  arienmity;  Sing  James  entered  f*a£rf, 
December  3,  1636.  Htlarion  de  Coste  tella  us, 
from  the  records  of  the  parliament  nf  •  Paris,  that 
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Francis  commanded  the  parliament  to  do  James 
the  same  honour*  they  did  himsel£  The  senators 
objected,  « that  it  was  never  their  custom  to  at- 
tend foreign  princes  in  their  red  robes."  The 
French  king  answered,  "  that  he  could  grant  king 
James  no  less,  seeing  he  was  his  old  ally,  and  was 
come  in  person  to  marry  his  daughter."  The 
marriage  was  solemnized  the  next  day.  *  When 
Henry  beard  of  it,  he  wrote  to  Frauds,  then  at 
peace  with  him,  and  told  him,  "  that  his  alliance 
with  the  Scotch  king,  vexed  him  no  less  than  it 
would  do  a  violent  lover  to  see  his  mistress  em- 
brace his  mortal  enemy."  After  the  death  of  king 
James,  Henry  proposed  to  the  estates  of  Scotland, 
a  match  betwixt  his  son  Edward  and  the  young 
queen  Mary;  one  of  the  conditions  of  it  was, 
"that  they  should  renounce  their  league  with 
France,  and  that  the  young  queen  should  be  car* 
tied  into  England."  They  could  not  be  brought 
to  that,  because  Mary  of  Lorrain,  the  queen  dowa- 
ger, many  of  the  nobility,  and  the  whole  clergy, 
were  against  it.  Upon  this,  Henry  made  war 
with  Scotland,  in  1543,  but  missed  of  his  design, 
which^was  to  oblige  the  Scotch  nobility  to  consent 
to  the  match,  as  the  only  way  to  unite  the  two 
nations.  After  his  death,  the  duke  of  Somerset, 
the  protector,  continued  the  war  to  the  fourth 
year  of  Edward  VI.  f  That  war  cost  England 
one  million,  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand, 
nine-hundred  and  ninety-seven  pounds,  eleven  shil- 
lings and  tenpence :  a  great  sum  in  thope  days. 


*  Herbert,  444— f  °tho»  ^  ll* 
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After  queen  Mary -was  carried  tat*  FfMee,  the 
protector  made  pertee  wkb  Scotland  hi  15*0. 

The  second  thing  wfckih  made  many  m  Seottand 
averse  to  the  friendship  of  the  French,  ttasttbe 
change  of  religion  in  that  kmgdomiw  the  minority 
of  queen  Mary,  upon  this  they  became  jealous  of 
Prance,  and  tbfctaght  an  aUinnee  wlfh  them  would 
be-  cfcrngerou*  to  their  refcgk*;  they  Wter*  afraid 
of  the  power  of  the  hotfa*  of  Guide',  ft*  the  queert 
dowager  had  then  stfc  brethren,  viz*  the  duke  of 
Guise,  the  cardinal  of  Lorratd*  the  duke  d'Aumftle, 
grand  captain,  the  cardinal  of  Guise,  the1  marquis 
d'Elbeuf,  and  the  grand  prior,  four  of  them  were 
remarkable  for  their  tmlitery  bravery,  and  had 
gmded  the  reputation  of  excellent  soldiers,  all  over' 
Europe,  besides  that  family  managed  the  whole 
affairs  of  France.  The  ptetestant  lords  of  Scot- 
land thought  it  their  interest  to  seek  the  assistance 
of  queen  Elizabeth ;  Lethington  and  Robert  Met 
vill  were  sent  to  the  court  of  England  in  1659. 
Lethington,  when  he  was  admitted  to  his  audience, 
in  an  eloquent  *  oration,  complained,  "  that  sinee 
queen  Mary  was  married  to  the  dauphin  of  France, 
the  government  of  the  kingdom  was  changed; 
Frenchmen  had  engrossed  all  posts  of  trust  and 
profit,  had  got  the  strong  holds  of  the  kingdom 
into  their  hands,  and  although  Scotchmen  had 
titular  offices,  yet  the  French  bad  the  power:' 
upon  those  and  many  other  accounts,  they  had 
reason  to  believe  they  designed  a  conquest  ofJSeot^ 
land."    Queen  Elisabeth,  who  saw  it  was  not  for 

»Cambd.  Hist  Q.  Efts. page  85. 
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her  interest  that  the  French  should  settle  so  i 
her,  and  besides,  longing  to  be  revenged  upon 
Francis  IJ.  <and  queen  Mary,  for  their  taking  the 
style  and  arms  of  the  kingdom  of  England,  at 
length  resolved  to  send  forces  to  assist  the  lords  of 
the  congregation*  to  drive  the  French  out  of  Leith. 
The  relief  which  was  sent  them  from  France  in 
the  fleet  ipnunaoded  by  the  grand  prior,  was  ship- 
wrecked, which  obliged  the  French  to  capitulate. 
Upon  the  news  of  this,  the  queen  dowager,  an  ex* 
ceilent  and  prudent  princess,  died  with  grief.  So 
the  French  were  cfeUged  to  leave  Scotland,  by 
winch  queen  Elisabeth  established  a  party  there, 
which  iwps  ever  afterwards  willing  to  be  directed 
by  her,  When  queen  Mary  returned  to  Scotland 
after  her  husband's  death,  queen  Elizabeth  always 
maintained  that  party  to  embroil  all  her  affairs. 
Quqen  Mary  at  last  wgs  obliged  to  flee  from  Spot* 
land,  and  same  to  England,-  being  invited  by 
quesn  Elizabeth,  who  promised  always  to  do  what 
she  could  towards  her  restoration,  provided  she 
did  not  seek  aid  from  France,  which  queen  Mary 
observed,  till  she  saw  it  was  in  vain  to  expect  help 
from  her  cousin,  during  her  imprisonment  in  all 
the  unsuccessful  treaties  for  her  liberty.  Queen 
Elizabeth  atwaye  made  that  an  article,  "that  the 
league  with  France  should  be  dissolved."  Queen 
Mary  and  the  lords  of  her  party  declared,  « that 
seeing  the  Scotch  nation  had  so  great  benefit  by  it, 
they  could  not  well  consent  to  renounce  it,  unless 
some  equivalent  advantage  were  proposed  by  queen 
Elizabeth;  nd  the  most  they  could  do  in  that 
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case,  was  to  suspend  that  league  during  the  lives 
of  the  two  queens." 

3.  But  what  above  all  ruined  the  French  in- 
terest in  Scotland,  was  the  massacre  of  Paris  in 
1572,  which  will  be  an  everlasting  reproach  to 
that  nation :  at  that  time  queen  Mary's  party  was 
very  strong.  Upon  the  news  of  this,  queen  Eliza- 
beth, who  knew  well  how  to  improve  every  thing 
to  her  own  advantage,  sent  an  ambassador  to  Scot* 
land,  who  told  the  protestant  lords,  and  considera- 
ble gentlemen  of  queen  Mary's  party,  "that  by 
that  bloody  cruelty,  they  might  understand  the 
genius  of  popery.*  So  by  degrees  they  made 
their  peace  with  the  regent;  Grange  would  not 
acknowledge  the  regent's  authority,  but  held  out 
the  castle  against  him :  but  queen  Elizabeth  sent 
artillery  and  forces,  which  obliged  Grange  to 
surrender.  Lethington  died  the  same  year.  This 
was  the  end  of  a  long  civil  war.  Cambden  tells 
us,  that  upon~  this  several  officers  and  soldiers  of 
both  parties  went  over  to  Sweden,  France,  and 
the  Netherlands,  where  they  gained  a  great  repu- 
tation for  their  military  bravery. 

In  this  king's  reign  the  protestant  religion  be- 
gan to  be  professed  in  Scotland,  which  alarmed  the 
popish  clergy,  who  by  it  foresaw 'the  ruin  of  their 
absolute  power  over  the  consciences  of  the  pedple, 
and  that  they  were  now  in  danger  to  lose  those 
blessed  times,  when  they  could  persuade  kings  and 
other  rich  persons,  that  what  lands  were  made  over 
to  religious  houses,  as  they  called  them,  would 
certainly  purchase  salvation  to  the  donor,  and  to 
his  predecessors  and  successors.     Scotland  had  one 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


**B  HlJbfac*.  9t 

king,  Ti£-  king  David  L  wfco  founded  fourteen 
monasteries,  and  erected  four  bishopries )  the 
priests  ia  gratitude  got  him  sainted,  which  signi- 
fied no  more,  but  an  easy  bigottcd  prince.  King 
James  I.  of  Scotland,  celled  him  "  a  sad  taint  to 
the  crown."  If  we  consider  the  extent. of  Scot* 
land,  no  kingdom  had  more  religions  places  than 
it,  and  some  of  them  of  magnificent  architecture. 
At  length  the  government  began  to  be  sensible 
that  the  priests,  seeing  they  had  a  foreign  de- 
pendance  on  Rome,  were  bad  subjects ;  to  prevent 
the- consequences  of  which,  we  find  several  acts  of 
parliament  forbidding  them  to  go  to  Rome  without 
license  from  the  king,  or  the  chancellor  of  the 
kingdom ;  neither  were  they  to  go  thither  to  ob- 
tain the  collation  of  benefices  in  Scotland,  as  is 
evident  from  James  I.  pari.  7,  act  106 ;  James  III. 
pari.  6,  act  48;  James  III.  pari.  11,  act  84; 
king  James  IV.  pari.  4,  act  38 ;  king  James  IV. 
pari.  5,  act  53.  The  popish  authors,  as  Lesly, 
Camerarius,  Conseus  and  others,  own,  that  when 
the  change  of  religion  began,  many  things  contri- 
buted to  the  contempt  of  their  clergy,  of  which 
these  were  most  remarkable,  viz.  that  by  the  am- 
bition of  the  nobility,  children  were  made  bishops 
and  abbots ;  that  if  any  of  their  sons,  by  reason 
of  imperfections  either  of  body  or  mind,  were  in* 
capable  of  civil  business,  they  were  made  priests ; 
that  many  of  the  rich  abbots  neglected  their 
charge,  and  committed  the  management  of  their 
offices  to  others,  whilst  they  in  the  meantime  aban* 
doned  themselves  to  luxury  and  idleqesa;  that  the 
clergy  at  that  time  were  deeply  engaged  in  whore* 
3 
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dom,  for  common  harlots  were  frequently  their 
domestics ;  and  those,  who  had  solemnly  devoted 
themselves  to  religion*  spent  most  of  their  time 
both  night  and  day  in  taverns,  &c:  and  even  the 
nuns,  those  christian  vestals,  were  often  debauched 
by  their  priests.  These  things  lessened  the  re- 
gard formerly  paid  to  their  order,  bred  discon- 
tents amongst  the  people,  which  prepared  them  to 
shake  off  their  yoke.  No  doubt  but  in  this  change, 
as  well  as  in  other  revolutions,  interest  and  other 
passions  had  their  share.  To  prevent  that  storm 
which  threatened  them,  the  popish  clergy  per- 
suaded king  James  to  persecute  the  protestants, 
as  the  way  to  atone  for  all  bis  sins,  and  to  secure 
the  peace  of  his  kingdom ;  they  had  but  too  much 
power  over  this  prince,  for  when  his  uncle  invited 
him  to  an  interview,  they  represented  how  wicked 
a  thing  it  was  to  have  any  conference  with  an  ex- 
communicated person,  which  in  great  measure 
hindered  it.  *  The  pope,  to  secure  the  obedience 
of  this  king,  who  was  still  a  dutiful  son  of  the 
church,  sent  oye,r  his  legate  Antonio  Campeggio 
in  1535,  who,  with  many  ceremonies  and  apostoli- 
cal benedictions,  delivered  him  a  cap,  and  a  sword, 
consecrated  the  night  of  the  nativity  of  our  Saviour, 
that  it  might  breed  a  terror  in  the  heart  of  a 
wicked  neighbouring  prince,  against  whom  the 
sword  was  sharpened.  The  pope  in  his  letter  to 
him  complained  of  the  affronts  that  Henry  of  Eng- 
land had  done  to  the  church  of  Rome  by  his  di- 
vorce, the  executing  of  cardinal  Fisher,  the  bishop 

#  Drummond's  hfetoxy  of  this  king. 
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of  Rochester,  kc.  and  that  by  patience  she  receiv- 
ed more  wrongs, .  and  that  now  she  was  obliged  to 
use  a  searing  iron,  for  the  application  of  which  she 
had  recourse  to  his  majesty,  whose  aid  she  im- 
plored, seeing  Henry  deserved  to  be  dethroned ; 
therefore  the  pope  desired  the  king  of  Scotland  to 
undertake  something  for  the  defence  of  the  church, 
worthy  of  a  christian  king,  and.  himself.  King 
James  dissuaded  the  pope  to  excommunicate  his 
uncle,  and  promised  to  endeavour  what  be  could 
by  letters  or  messages  to  reclaim  him.  *  Kipg 
James  at  that  time  took  the  title  of  "  Defender  of 
the  Christian  Faith,"  which  offended  his  uncle 
Henry,  because  it  was  bis  title.  The  protectant 
religion  made  no  great  progress  in  this  king's  reign ; 
but,  in  the  minority  of  queen  Mary,  the  protectants 
became  a  considerable  body,  and  what  above  all 
things  made  the  popish  religion  odious  in  Scotland, 
was  the  cruelty  of  the  clergy :  the  cardinal  of  Lor- 
rain  and  the  duke  of  Guise  were  for  violent  perse* 
cuting  methods,  D'Oysel  was  recalled  because  he 
was  suspected  of  Calvinism,  and  was  succeeded  by 
the  bishop  of  Amiens,  the  pope's  nuncio,  alter* 
wards  a  cardinal,  and  la  Brosse,  the  ambassador, 
who  complained  to  the  queen  regent  that  she  used 
too  much  moderation  to  the  heretics,  who  deserved 
to  be  punished  with  death  and  loss  of  their  pot* 
sessions.  Mary  of  Lorrain,  who  knew  the  un- 
daunted and  fierce  temper  of  the  Scots,  §aw  the 
danger  of  such  proceedings,  but  she  was  gained 
over  at  last  to  those  severe  methods ;  and  when- 

*  Hexbert,  619.    . 
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ever  she  began  to  persecute,  the  lords  of  the  eon* 

gregetion  disowned  her  authority. 

In  this  ting's  reign  *  gold  mines  w$re  found  in 

Crawford  moor  by  the  Germans,  which  Afforded 
him  gttat  sums;  they -would  not  refine  it  in  Scot* 
land,  but  after  they  had  bargained  with  the  king* 
they  earriecL  over  the  ore  with  then  to  Germany. 
Besides  those  mines  in  Crawford  moor,  we  have 
an  account  of  others  not  far  from  it.  -f-  In  king 
James  IV.'s  reign,  the  Scots  did  separate  gold 
tjnxa  sand  by  washing*  In  king  James  V.'s  time, 
three  hundred  were  employed  for  several  summers 
in  washing  of  gold,  of  which  they  got  above  a 
hundred  thousand  pounds  of  English  money ;  by 
the  same  way  the  laird  of  Marchestone  got  gold 
in  Pentland-hills ;  great  plenty  has  been  got  in 
Langham  water,  fourteen  miles  from  Leadhill* 
house,  in  Crawford  moor,  and  in  Megget  water, 
twelve  miles,  and  over  Phinland,  sixteen  miles  from 
that  house;  and  in  many  other  places,  where  pieces 
of  gold  of  thirty  ounces  weight  have  been  found, 
which  were  flat  mixed  with  tne  spar,  some  with 
keel,  and  some  with  brimstone. 

•  In  this  king's  reign  the  order 'of  the  thistle  was 
in  great  splendour ;  for  he  being  honoured  with 
the  order  of  the  garter  from  England, .  that  of  St. 
Michael  from  France,  and  the  golden,  fleece  from 
the  emperor,  be  sent  also  his  own  order  to  those 
princes i  he  celebrated  the  festivals  of  them  all, 
and  set  the  arms  of  each  prince,  with  their  orders 
about  them,. over  the  gate  of  his  palace  of  Litbgow, 

*  Lesly,  Drumwond^-+  Otho,  E,  10. 
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and  erected  his  own  in  the  midst,  with  the  order 
of  St.  Andrew.     May  29,  1687,  at  Windsor,  king 
James  VII.  of  Scotland  renewed  it :  in  the  act  for 
the  reviving  it,  we  have  the  account  of  its  original ; 
(but  when  the  statutes  of  that  order  were  first 
made,  and  the  cognisances  of  the  knights  appoint- 
ed, is  not  so  certain).  -The  records  give  this  fur- 
ther account  of  that  order,  "  that  it  consisted  of 
twelve  knights  brethren,  arid  a  sovereign,  in  imi- 
tation of  our  Saviour  and  the  twelve  apostles,  un- 
der the  protection  of  St.  Andrew  and  the  holy 
virgin,  for  the  defence  of  the  christian  religion ; 
that  it  was  evident  from  ancient  histories,  authen- 
tic proofs,  records,  and  documents  of  that  kingdom, 
that  it  continued  in  splendour  for  many  hundred 
years,  was  worn  by  several  foreign  princes  and 
kings,  and  honoured  in  all  places  of  Christianity 
till  the  reign  of  Mary  queen  of  Scotland,  when 
the  splendour  both  of  the  church  and  monarchy 
fell  into  contempt;    then  the  order  with  its  cere- 
monies was  extinguished ;  some  of  the  knights,  in 
rebellious  contempt  of  queen  Mary,  laid  the  en- 
signs of  that  order  aside,  others  of  them  fled  to 
foreign  countries."     But  in  her  majesty's  patent 
for  the  reviving  of  it,  December  31,  1703,  the  ac- 
count of  *the  disuse  of  it  is  not  so  reflecting  upon 
the  reformers ;    the  words  of  the  records  are  as 
follows :    «« the  order-  of  the  thistle  was  very  hon* 
ourable  all  over  Europe ;  but  by  the  continued 
wars,  and  intestine  troubles,  after  king  James  V.'s 
death,  and  two  long  successive  minorities,  the 
splendour  of  the  crown  was  in  many  things,  and 
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by  many  ways,  clouded,  and  JKnoqgst  Others,  the 
regard  to  this  order  lessened," 

The  oath  of  this  order,  in  king  James  VIL't 
time,  was,  « I  shall  fortify  and  defend  the  true 
christian  religion  to  the  utmost  of  my  power ;  I 
shall  be  loyal  and  true  to  my  sovereign  the  kin& 
sovereign  of  this  most  undent,  end  mart;  noble 
ardor  of  the  thistle,  and  the  brethren  of  the  order* 
I  shall  maintain  the  statutes,  privileges,  and  boa* 
ours,  of  the  said  order.  I  shall  aever  boar  tceaaon 
about  in  my  heart  against  our  sovereign  the  kiog» 
but  I  shall  discover  the  same  to  him;  so  help  me 
God  and  the  holy  church,"  Thi*  oath  was  a 
little  reformed  by  her  majesty,  for  ioftead  of  the 
true  christian  religion,  k  is  now  the  twe  protectant 
religion;  and  the  holy  eburch,  at  the  end,  was  left 
out. 

In  king  James  V.'s  fife,  our  author  has  given  a 
large  account  of  the  sufferings,  bravery,  and  eha*> 
tity,  of  the  famous  lady  Jean  Douglas,  stater  of 
die  earl  of  Angus ;  we  have  in  the  Scotch  bitiery 
another  instance  of  the  courage  and  loyalty  of  a 
lady  of  the  same  family.  In  the  reign  of  king 
James  I.  some  wicked  subjects  had  conspired 
against  the  life  of  the  king,  who  was  ene  tf  thi 
best  of  princes :  this  lady,  then  one  of  the  maid* 
of  honour,  when  she  saw  these  murdero*  earning 
to  assassinate  the  king,  did  run  to  the  king'*  chain* 
ber  door  to  shut  it;  but  finding  the  bar  taken 
away,  thrust  her  arm  in  the  place  of  it,  and  kept 
the  door  shut  till  the  conspirators  broke  her  ertfi 
in  pieces,  and  entered  the  chamber,  where  they 
killed  the  king :  so  that  family,  which  has  had  so 
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many  map  remarkable  for  bravery,  haa  also  had 
wooden*  who^  m  spke  of  their  sex,  have  been  re* 
markabte  for  their  courage. 

The  stecond  treatise  apurogst  those  miscellanies* 
iathe  ^vifjafcion  of  king  James  V.round  Scotland;  * 
the  author  of  it  was  Nicholas  d'Arfeville,  chief 
cosntgrapber  of  the  French  king.  In  1546,  the 
lrird  DudJy,  the  English  admiral,  invited  him  to 
England!  Mr.  John  Ferrier,  who  continued  Hector 
Boethius"  history,  assisted  hjm  to  translate  it  into 
French,  After  which  he?  presented  it  to  Henry  IL 
of  Fiance ;  the'  author;,  by  the  command  pf  the 
Fittoeh  king!  afterwards,  ia  1547,  went  with  six* 
tee*  galleys  commanded  by  the  Sieur  Leon  Stroza, 
prior  of  Cppya,  and  admiral  of  all  the  galleys  of 
France,  to  besiege  the  castle  of  St.  Andrews,  which 
ihM  held  out,  being  garrisoned  by  those  who  had 
killed  cardinal  Beatoun*  f  Drumraond  gives  this 
account  of  that  voyage,  "that  king  James  sailed 
wkkfive  well-manned  ships,  and  gave  out  that  be 
designed  to.  steer  his  course  to  France ;  but  it  ia 
more  likely  he  designed  to  try  the  behaviour  of  the 
gnfeat  men  of  the  kingdom  in  bis  absence ;  he  ar- 
rived at  Orkney,  placed,  garrisons  in  some  forts, 
and  sailed  about  the  islands  of  Sky  and  the  Lewis ; 
he  surprised  the  chief  of  the  clans  of  those  high- 
land islanders,  whom  he  sent  as  hostages  to  the 
castles  of  Dunbavton  and  Edinburgh :  and  when, 
by  the  skill  of  one  Alexander  Lindsay  his  pilot,  he 
had  sounded  the  remotest  rocks  of  his  kingdom*  he 
driven  by  storms  to  land  at  St  Ninians,  near 


*  See  vol.  UL  of  this  ColIectieiL— t  torumtndnd,  page  909. 
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Whitehorn  in  Galloway."     This  voyage  did  w 
terrify  those  islanders,  that  it  brought  long  peaee 
and  quietness  to  those  places  afterwards.    This  ac- 
tive and  brave  prince,  not  only  ventured  his  life  m 
pursuing  and  apprehending  robbers  and  highway- 
men, which  had  been  neglected  in  his  minority, 
but  his  care  extended  to  the  most  remote  islands 
and  rocks  of  his  kingdom ;  by  this  voyage  he  hum- 
bled  those  leaders  who  thought  they  might  set  up 
for  themselves,  and  exercise  tyranny  over  tbeit 
vassals  and  tenants.    No  doubt  he  had  the  advan- 
tage of  the  fishing  of  herrings  and  other  fish  in  his 
view,  which  was  made  more  easy,  when  the  safest 
harbours  amongst  those  dangerous  rocks  were  dis- 
covered, the  dangers  and  the  way  to  avoid  them 
shown,  and  a  full  account  given  of  the  distances 
and  courses,  and  the  points  to  which  the  tides 
flowed,  and  the  times  of  full  sea.    This  may  be  of 
considerable  use  to  those  who  sail  about  those  islands 
for  fishing  or  otherways :  it  cannot  fail  to  please 
the  curious,  being  the  navigation  of  a  king,  and 
never  before  published  in  the  English  tongue. 

The  third  treatise  in  these  miscellanies  is  the 
Chamaeleon,  *  written  by  the  famous  Mr.  George 
Buchanan  against  Lethington,  and  never  before 
published :  that  he  is  the  author  of  it,  is  evident 
from  the  testimony  of  Cambden  his  cotemporary* 
who  -j-  gives  us  this  account  of  the  matter,  "  that 
in  1573,  Lethington  was  sent  to  Leith,  where  he 
died  of  sickness,  yet  not  without  suspicion  of  poi- 
son :   a  man  amongst  the  Scots  of  greatest  ejcpe- 

•SeevoLiLofthisO>Uection^-tHi8tofqueenEli&p.l98. 
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rience,  and  of  ,an  exceHeut  wit,  had  it  been  less 
vpveriogw"  Upon  which  account  George  Buchanan 
iwi  enulator,  in  a  paper  of  his  which  he  intituled 
the  Chamsefedn,  asta  him  forth  in  hi*  lifetime  as 
one  more  mutable  than  the  Chameleon,  and  sharp- 
\j  taaceth  him.  as  a  fickle  colour  ctyapging  enemy 
to  the  king's  grandmother,  bis  mother,  Murray* 
the  kkig  himself  and  to  his  country,  The  learned 
Sir  Robert  Stbbald,  in  his  commentary  on  the 
hfc  of  Buchanan,  says,  Buchanan  is  the  author  of 
Chameleon,  but  had  not  seen  that  paper*  Their 
is  a  paesay  Hi  it  which  determines  this  matter ; 
for  the  author  speaks  of  his  being  at  the  conference 
at  York  and  Hamptoncourt ;  now  it  is  certain  that 
Buchanan  was  there,  where  Murray  and  hia  party 
had  wed  of  his  eloquence  and  wit  to  accuse  queen 
Mary*  The  fores  and  characters  of  great  men  are 
always  instructing,  when  written  by  those  who 
speneeapahleof«ueh  a  work :  none  doubt  of  Buch* 
anan's  ability,  if  we  were  equally  certain  of  has 
impartiality ;  hut  t»  do  him  justice,  he  is  not  sin- 
gular in  giving  that  character  of  inconstancy  and 
shifting  parties  to  Letbington,  for  *  Spotswood 
gives  the  same  account  of  him :  "  Letbkigton," 
says  he,  «  was  displeased  with  the  advancement  of 
David  Risio  to  be  secretary  to  queen  Mary,  be- 
cause his  credit  was  thereby  impaired ;  yet  beiag 
Une  that  oauld  put  on  any  disguise  on  his  nature, 
of  all  others  be  most  fawned  on  this  Italian."  Page 
148,'  he.  says,  "  that  Letbingtan  had  a  great  hand 
in  the  dtsooeds  betwfcct  queen  Mary  and  her  hus- 
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band,  and  persuaded  her  to  a  divorce ;"  for  says 
Spotswood  "by  his  subtle  flatteries  he  had  got 
again  into  favour  with  the  queen.*  *  In  another 
place,  he  says,  "  that  Lethington  had  often  changed 
his  party."  When  he  gives  an  account  of  his 
death  in  1573,  he'  says,  +  "  that  he  was  a  man  of 
a  deep  wit,  great  experience,  and  one  whose  coun- 
sels was  held  in  that  time  for  oracles ;  but  variable 
and  unconstant,  turning  and  changing  from  one 
faction  to  another,  as  he  thought  it  to  be  most  for 
his  interest :  this  greatly  lessened  his  reputation, 
and  failed  him  at  the  last."  The  author  of  the 
memoirs  of  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  published  by 
Mr.  Crawfurd,  says,  J  "that  Morton  was  no 
stranger  to  Lethington's  shifting  temper,  who  was 
out  of  his  element,  but  when. his  hand  was  hi  a 
plot"  Though  Buchanan  makes  Lethington  a  bad  v 
man,  yet  by  the  account  he  gives  of  faiin,  we  may 
easily  see  he  has  been  a  very  great  man ;  and  ia 
the  sixteenth  book  of  his  history  he  owns,  "  that 
Lethington  was  a  youth  of  a  vast  genius,  and  great 
learning."  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  an  original  letter  |j 
tp  the  earl  of  Sussex,  August  12,  1570,  gives  a 
very  great  character  of  Lethington ;  she  is  admira- 
bly well  pleased  with  a  letter  that  Sussex  had 
written .  to  him,  and  that  in  the  affairs- he  had  to 
negotiate  with  Lethington  he  had  escaped  his  cun- 
ning, who  says  she,  "  is  accounted  the  flower  of 
the  wits  of  Scotland."  Randolph  and  others,,  who 
at  that  time  wrote  to  Sussex,  warned  him  to  be 
cautious  in  his  transactions  with  Lethington :  and 
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queen  Elisabeth,  by  her  ambassador  in  Scotland, 
used  all  possible  means  to  bring  him  off  from  queen 
Mary's  party  which  be  managed;  because  she 
knew  that  his  wit  was  still  a  source  of  new  contri- 
vances to  make  her  uneasy,  i  Buchanan  in  this 
paper  tell,  us,  "that  it  was  Lethington  who  dis4r 
covered  all  Murray's  and  his  party's  secrets  to  the 
bishop  of  Boss,>  queen  Mary's  ambassador,  at  the 
conference  at  York,:  for  Murray  durst  not  leave 
him  behind  him ;"  which  i*  probable,  enough*  see-. 
ing  he  went  there  against  his  will.  The  duke  of 
Norfolk  was  blamed  for  this,  the  suspicion  of  which 
was  the  first  reason:  why  queen  Elizabeth  hated 
him,  and  it  was  one  of  the  articles  of  his  impeach- 


Buchanan  was  the  first  who  reduced  resistance  • 
of  kings  and  queens  to  a  system;  his  book,  de 
Jure  Begni  apud  Seotos,  was  written,  about  the 
year  1^67,  which  ia  dear  both  from  the  preface  of* 
it,  as  also:  by  the  dialogue  itself, <  where.  i&  appears 
that  then  queen  Mary  .was:  prisoner  iaj-ochlev^v 
castle ;  for  after  he  had  spoken  6f  Darnjey  Ytfeatb, 
he  says  "si  Beginam  in  Ordinem  Bedigi  molest* 
ferunt,  te."    Blackwood,  <who  waftlhis  contempo- 
rary, in  his  Apologia  pro  Begibus,-  which  he  wrote  ^ 
t*  confute  the  dialogue  de  Jure  Begqi,  &c  assunf*. 
us,  that  it  was  ia  maouwript  long  before  it  was* 
published.  .   After  this.; time., many  books  we**, 
printed  upon  the  same  pubywt,  .as. Sjtephani'  Junii 
Bruti  yrndde^^onJiM^XyrmmH^khw^^e^^ 
published  till  the  year  lftBl>  tbQHgb  to  conceal  the; 
author,  in  the;  title  page  it  i*  ffti4  Jo:be  pointed  at 
Edinburgh*  ia  UX9%  tat:tbt  tru*  wthojr  was  Hu* 
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bett  Languet,  d  French  pidtestant,  a*  we  are  in* 
formed  by  Joannes  Petrus  Ludovicua,  wtptoitote 
bis  life*  printed  in  WOOL  Bayle  m  his  dictionary 
is:  of  the  game  opinion,  Hottomanni  Franco  Gallia* . 
vm  tilsb  printed  in  1681,  and  Mariana's  book,  de 
Begis'  et  Regutn  Institution^  was  not  published 
till  loilg  after. 

•  Buchanan's  pen  has  procured  him  a  great  many 
ettemfes;  no  wonder  that  fell  the  popish  authors 
hate  hitti,  because  both  in  bis  history  and  his  poems 
he  has  exposed  that  party.  Cameranus  is  his  most 
Utter  enemy,  he  always  calls  him  a  "profane  per- 
son ;"  and  in  page  269  of  his  book  de  Fortitudine 
Scdtorum,  4c.  says,  "  that  he  fled  from  Scotland 
because  he  was  accused  of  Judaism,  and  had  eaten 
the  paschai  lamb*"  Spondadus  has  the  same  story, 
ad  annum  1639,  and  quotes  Cameranus  for  it,  who 
had  given  no  vouchers  to  induce  us  to  believe  him. 
Lesly  who  had  better  opportunities  to  be  acquain* 
ted  with  this,  tells  us  nothing  of  it  Blackwood 
tells  us>  "that  he  fled  from  Scotland,  because  he 
was  suspected  to  be  guilty  of  treason,9  but  not 
one  word  of  hi*  Judaism ;  for  at  that  time  he  had 
disobliged  the  Franciscans  by  a  poem  of  his,  and 
they  stirred  up  a  great  many  enemies  against  him : 
if  that  story  h&d  been  trfte,  he  had  not  been  suffered 
to  have  lived  three  yefcre  at  Bourdeanx ;  nor  had 
got  out  of  the  prisons  of  the  inquisition  alt  Portu- 
gal •  the  ground  of  that  scandal  has  been  no  other 
than  this,  he  and  some  of  his  friends  had  been  eat- 
ing lfctfcb  before  Easter ,  the  malice  of  the  priests 
could  easify  turn  it  into  *  paschal  tanb»  and  make 
Judhism  out  ^f  H<    Garasse,  Doctrine  Carta** 
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page  60,  makes  an  atheist  of  him,  and  that  a  little 
before  his  death  he  refused  to  pray  to  God,  and 
said,  "  he  knew  no  other  prayer  but  a  profane  ode 
of  Propertius's,  which  he  repeated,  and  so  died." 
We  have  more  reason  to  believe  Sir  James  Melvill, 
who  frequently  conversed  with  Buchanan,  and  was 
no  great  friend*  of  his,  who  in  his  Memoirs,  page 
125,  gives  Buchanan  the  character  of  being  a  re- 
ligious man.  His  dialogue,  de  Jure  Regni,  has 
made  all  that  are  for  passive  obedience  and  non-re* 
sistance  his  enemies ;  because  there  he  treats  sove- 
reign princes  with  very  little  ceremony;  and  his 
Detectio  Marise  has  displeased  those  who  have  any 
regard  for  the  memory  of  Mary  queen  of  Scots : 
his  best  friends  have  wished  that  he  had  written 
with  more  temper,  and  had  given  vouchers  for 
what  he  asserts  in  his  history.  The  Chamseleon 
was  written  originally  in  English,  we  have  changed 
nothing. 
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OF  THE 

RENOWNED  LADY  JEAN  DOUGLAS,  &c 


WHEN  king  lanes  V,  was  twenty-four  yean 
oW,  his  subjects  addressed  him,  that  now  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  marry,  because  nothing  would 
more  effectually  contribute  to  the  safety  of  his 
person,  the  breaking  the  force  of  the  present  fee* 
turns,  and  the  settling  the  public  peace,  than  chil- 
dren. Upon  the  report  of  this,  four  of  the  greatest 
princes  of  Enrope  most  earnestly  desired  his  alli- 
ance. Henry  VIII.  king  off  England,  who  had 
the  same  inclinations  with  iris  predecessors  to  an- 
nex Sootlabd  to  England,  dffered  him  the  princess 
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Mary,  his  daughter  by  queen  Catherine ;  and  Tor 
that  end  he  sent  William  Howard,  brother  to  the 
duke  of  Norfolk,  to  the  court  of  Scotland,  to  nego- 
tiate an  interview  betwixt  the  two  kings,  that  they 
might  confer  together  about  affairs  that  concerned 
their  own  peace,  and  that  of  their  subjects;  he  as- 
sured the  king,  that  upon  the  consummating  of 
that  marriage,  his  master  would  declare  him  his 
successor  to  the  crown  of  England ;  and.  as  a  tes- 
timony of  the  sincerity  of  his  intention,  king  James 
should  immediately  be  created  duke  of  York,  and 
lieutenant-general  of  England.  Nothing  could  be 
more  desirable  than  this,  which  certainly  would 
,  hive  put  an  end  to  the  inveterate  hatred  betwixt 
the  two  kingdoms,  which  had  occasioned  so  great 
expense  of  blood  and  treasure,  in  room  of  which  a 
sincere  amity  would  have  followed.  But  unluckily 
at  that  time  two  kinds  of  persons  had  an  ascendant 
over  the  spirit  of  that  prince,  who  dissuaded  him 
both  from  the  match,  and  the  interview.  In  the 
first  place,  the  churchmen  were  afraid  if  that  mar- 
riage had  been  concluded,  the  king  would  easily 
be  persuaded  to  a  change  of  religion,  seeing  al- 
ready he  was  sufficiently  displeased  with  the  ava- 
rice of  several  of  the  pope's  legates  in  Scotland, 
and  according  to  the  example  of  his  uncle  Henry 
VIII.  he  might  be  brought  to  establish  the  pro- 
testant  religion,  and  abolish  popery ;  so  to  pre- 
vent those  consequences,  they  represented  to  the 
king,  "  that  his  mortal  enemy,  Henry  VIII.  had 
so  other  view,  in  desiring  so  earnestly  that  con- 
ference, but  to  ensnare  him,  and  had  a  design 
upon  his  liberty;  that  it  would  lte  an  instance  of 
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extreme  easiness  and  rashness,  to  endanger  ha 
crown,  life*  and  liberty,  for  the  sake-of  those  amu- 
sing promises.  They  reminded  him  how  barbar- 
ously his  predecessor  king  James  I;  hfed  been 
treated  by  Henry  II.  who,  though  he  landed  in 
England  even  in  the  time  of  a  truce,  was  there  ^de- 
tained prisoner  eighteen  years*  and  at  last  his 
subjects  were  forced  to  pay  eighteen  thousand 
crowns  for  his  ransom;  and  seeing  we  are  to  mea- 
sure mankind  more  by  what  has  been,  than  what 
ought  to  be,  it  was  needful  to  remember  that  king's 
never  fail  to  improve  all  opportunities  against  their 
enemies ;  and  thai  they  have  always  a  greater  re- 
gard to  satisfy  their  ambition,  than  to  avoid  the 
reproaches  doe  to  infamous  and  unjeut  actions. 

"And  from  the  time  he  foil  into  Ins  uncle's  power, 
be  may  expect  to  be  entirely  determined  by  his 
pleasure  and  humours.  Further,  that  Henry  not 
only  intended  to  seise  his  person,  and  invade  his 
kingdom ;  but  above  all,  he  designed  to  ruin  bis 
soul,  and  poison'  it  with  his  own  heresy,  to  which 
be  was  proselyted  by  the  sinful  liberty  it  allowed 
him  to  live  according  to  his  lusts ;  so  it  is  no  won- 
der that  seusuil  princes  are  easily  perverted  to 
that  error:  and  in  fine,  seeing  his  person,  can* 
science,  and  kingdom,  would  be  in  viable  clanger, 
it  was  no  ways  safe  for  him  to  enter  into  any  con* 
ferenoe  with  such  a  politic  and  designing  prince, 
who  would  use  all  possible  means  to  seduce 
bittt  from  that  faith,  which  was  professed  and 
taught  in  Scotland  earlier  than  in  any  other  king- 
dom  in  Christendom."  On  the  other  hand,  James 
Hatmltott,  earl  of  Arran,  next  heir  to  the  crown, 
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used  all  bis  interest  and  endeavours  to  disappoint  * 
that  interview,  and  defeat  the  designed  alliance;- 
so  to  disguise  his  true  motive,  he  insinuated, ,"  that 
the  match  .with  the  princess  Mary  would  not  an* 
swer  the  end  of  it,  which  was,  to  have  an  heir  to 
the  crown  as  soon  as  possible ;  for  because  of  her 
childhood  she  would  not  be  marriageable  for  a 
long  time,  and  that  the  marriage  of  an  infant  was 
not  at  all  adviseable,  in  the  case  of  a  prince,  who- 
was  already  weary  of  a  single  life;  It  would  be 
s*en  that  his  uncle's  promises  and  performances 
were  as  contrary  as  falsehood  and  truth ;  in  a 
word,  that  it  was  evident  to  all  thinking  people,  • 
that  the  king  of  England  [was  chiefly. moved  to 
that  match,  that  by  it  he  might  at  any  time  more 
easily  enter  Scotland,  to  embroil  the  kingdom,  and 
to  contrive  his  pernicious  designs."  King  James 
was  so  sensibly  moved  by  those  reasons,  that  he 
was  tfver-persuadect  to  dismiss  the  English  ambas- 
sadors, with  acknowledgments  of  the  great  thanks 
he  owed  to  his  uncle  Henry  VIII.  though  in  the 
mean  time  he  did  not  give  a  positive  refusal. 

Immediately  after,  the  emperor  Charles  V.  dis- 
patched his  ambassador,  Henry  Godscallo,  secretly 
from  Toledo,  to  Edinburgh;  the  emperor  had 
nothing  more  at  heart  at  that  time  than  to  weaken 
France,  which,  was  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the 
progress  of  his  victories,  towards  the  compassing 
of  which,  it  was  most  adviseable  to  endeavour  to 
break  the  old  alliance  betwixt  France  and  Scot- 
land. 

When  Godscallo  was  admitted  to  the  lung's 
presence,  be  began <hi*hajangue  thps:  "Thin  is 
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the  peculiar  advantage  of  illustrious  virtue,  that  it 
engages  even  those  who  have  not  the  happiness  to 
be  witnesses  of  it,  to  admire  and  love  it ;  the  re- 
putation of  your  abilities  has  reached  the  ears  of 
my  master  the  emperor,  though  unacquainted  with 
your  person,  wbich  has  induced  him  to  send  me  to 
you,  as  a  proof  of  the  great  esteem  lie  has  of  your 
merit ;  upon  that  consideration  he  designs  to  ho- 
nour you  with  his  alliance,  which  he  refused  to 
.  other  kings  not  inferior  to  you  in  power  and  va- 
lour, and  for  you  he  has  reserved  that  favour.     He 
offers  you  the  choice  of  two  persons,  very  dear  to 
him,  viz.  madam  Mary  of  Austria,  his  sister,  wi- 
dow of  Lewis  king  of  Hungary,  or  of  madam 
•-  Mary  of  Portugal,  his  niece,  the  daughter  of  his 
own  sister,  the  lady  Eleanor  of  Austria,  both  de- 
scended from  the  imperial  eagle,  who  disdained 
alliance  with  any  but  with  invincible  hearts,  such 
as  yours  is.    Consider,  Sir,  that  none  of  your  pre- 
decessors had  ever  such  an  honour  done  them, 
that  a  triumphant  emperor,  who  by  his  numerous 
and  victorious  armies,  is  a  match  for  all  the  po- 
tentates of  the  earth,  should  court  your  alliance ; 
not  that  he  expects  any  aid  from  you  by  this  mar- 
riage, but  his  only  inducement  is,  to  satisfy  the 
great  inclination  he  has  to  love  and  oblige  you." 

This  haughty  and  insolent  speech  had  cer- 
tainly provoked  the  king  to  answer  him  in  his 
own  way,  if  reasons  of  state  and  prudence  had  not 
hindered  him ;  so  he  practised  that  modesty,  which 
a  great  prince  ought  to  ^observe  in  all  his  actions, 
and  excused  Godscallo's  behaviour,  and  imputed 
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it  either  to  the  genius  of  the  nation,  or  to  bia  edu- 
cation. 

The  king  answered  him  very  courteously,  and 
told  him,  "  that  his  interest  and  that  of  his  people 
were  inseparably  united,. so  that  it  was  no  wonder 
if  he  could  determine  nothing  in  a  matter,  on  which 
the  happiness  or  misery  of  his  subjects  very  much 
depended,  without  the  advice  of  his  nobility  and 
chief  ministers  of  state ;  but  would  so  soon  as  pos- 
sible convene  them,  to  know  their  minds  in  Chat . 
matter.9' 

After  this  the  king  set  out  for  Stifling,  where 
he  summoned  the  estates  of  parliament  to  meet 
him ;    when  they  were  assembled,  he  communica- 
ted to  them  the  emperor's  proposals,  which  were 
debated  publicly  in  parliament.    Hie  king  then 
'  observed  many,  but  chiefly  .the  churchmen,  to  be 
very  inclinable  to  that  match,  as  the  best  expe- 
dient  to  preserve   the  peace  of  the   kingdom. 
Amongst  whom  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  a  man 
of  experience  and  piety,  being  warmed  with  zdal 
for  the  public  good,  made  the  following  speech : 
"  Sir,  it  is  criminal  for  us,  next  to  the  worship  of 
God,,  to  account  any  thing  dearer  than  the  person 
of  our  king,  and  the  good  of  our  country  ;  upon 
which  two,  turns  the  small  happiness  this  mortal 
life  of  ours  is  capable  of;    the  relation  betwixt 
which  is  such,  that  we  cannot  watch  for  the  safety 
of  the  one,  unless  we  provide  for  the  preservation 
of  the  other,  whence  it  comes  that  we  are  sharers 
in  the  good  or  evil  that  befals  our  kings ;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  our  calamities  impairs  the  strength 
of  bur  sovereigns,  and  disarms  their  courage.  Upon  * 


%jrf  ire  jwwr  autyecfts  feUso  sensibly  the  wrath, of 
be«vej],.tt»d  ftfljfcved  hojtfr  by  Tor^gp  jwjd4qpie$tic 
Wim,  wbifth  bo  dispirited  u*>  that  we  were  urjQp 
the<fqkit  tf  Jeawng  om^^^m^J9.md^ 
sepukbr^^r  our  ffoefotafe  snd  <P  tw*ei  taqttor 
nations,  »wbflrp(wei»igtt  die  in  p**oe,  if  we.bmi 
w*  <b*«a  retisiftai  by  tbe  hopejuwe  o^pc*iv*d, 
that  yourJmng  >pf  .age,  would  put  an  end  to  ppr 
tf#uUesr4adct)»ftt4b9P  you  would  Mre^gt ben  your 
self  with  stoma  honourable  alliance,  whereby  we 
night  .be  rescued  Iron  ruin.  Now  when  we  gee 
possessed of  that  blessing  whioh  we  so  long  wished 
for,  and  when  ;sueh  41  victorious  and  powerful 
prince  as  the  emperor  Charles  V.  is  desirous  of 
your  friendship,  and  offers  you  tbe  choice  of  jbftp 
fair  and  virtuous  prioresses  of  his  family ;  wj**t 
can  now  binder  that  happiness,  on  which  depends 
your  glory,  .and  our  safety  ?  Your  neighbour, 
Henty  VIIL  ,is  the  declared,  epemy  of  your  king- 
dom, and  .your  consciences,  and  .waits  for  an  .occa- 
sion to.embroil  the  affairs  of  Scotland;  aod  seeing 
be  has  miscarried  in  his  designs  to  subdue,our 
country :  the  prospect  he  has  to  sow  his  heresy 
amongst  .us,  is  some  comfort  to  bis  .malicious  spirit. 
But  so  soon  as  he  shall  see  you  allied  with  :|he 
bouse. of  Austria,  be  will  abandon  ajl  his  enter- 
prises against  you,  and  turn  his  designs  another 
way.  We  observe  many  families  in  this  najion 
already  infected  with  this  heresy,  who  upojitfm 
marriage  will  think  of  returning  to  the  church, 
or  of  retiring  to  England.  In  a  word,  seeingthia 
match  is  ao  .visibly  necessary  for  the  support  of 
L 
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your  kingdom,  and  the  cause  of  reKgidn,  therefore 
why  should  the  discourses  of  those  prevail  upot* 
you,  who  dissuade  you  from  that  alliance,  either 
out  of  hatred  to  the  Austrian  family,  or  to  promote 
their  particular  interests  P    How  <fatn  is  it  to  be 
jealous,  that  the  emperor  designs  to  invade  Scot- 
land, and  thinks  by  that  match  he  shall  have  a 
pretence  for  such'  a. design,  seeing  he  has  work 
enough  nearer  home  for  his  victorious  arms  ?    If 
you  delay  the  the  embracing  of  those  offers,  Henry 
VIII.  waits  for  an  occasion  to  defeat  that  treaty, 
being  engaged  that  you  refused  to  marry  his  daugh- 
ter ;    whose  resentment  may  be  dangerous  at  this 
time,  when  the  kingdom  is  much  weakened  by  a- 
long  minority,  and  former  wars,  and  by  the  present 
parties  and  factions :  do  not  therefore,  Sir,  delay 
that  work,  which  is  so  much  for  the  glory  of  God, 
the  advancement  of  religion,  the  support  of  your 
crown,  and  the  peace  of  your  subjects," 

This  discourse  made  some  impression  upon  the 
king;  the  rest  of  the  counsellors  observing  the 
king's  inclination,  were  upon  the  reserve,  .and  de- 
clined giving  their  opinion,  either  because  they 
would  not  discover  that  their  sentiments  differed 
from  his,  or  that  it  is  dangerous  to  give  advice  to 
young  kings  in  the  aflairs  of  their  marriage ;  for 
if  every  thing  do  not  answer  their  expectation, 
those  who  recommended  that  match  are  sure  to 
bear  the  blame ;  though  frequently  their  pretended 
disappointment  is  rather  to  be  attributed  to  their 
own  inconstancy  and  fickle  humour,  than  die  an* 
faithfulness  of  their  ministers.  This  reservedoesa 
displeased  the  king,  who  expected  that  their  zeal 
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for  die  good  of  their  country,  would  have  made 
them  speak /their  minds  freely ;  and  having  shown 
his  displeasure  at  their  conduct,  he  peieroptorily 
commanded  Mr.  Thomas  Erskine,  the  master  of 
requests,  a  person  of  great  experience,  and  can- 
dour, to  declare  his  opinion  about  the  matches  pro- 
posed by  the  emperor*    In  obedience  to  the  king's 
.  command,  Mr.  Erskine  made  the  following  speech. 
"  If  the  regard  due  to  your  majesty  had  not 
hindered  me  to  speak  upon  this  affair  without  your 
express  commands,  you  should  have  known  my 
sentimentfrbefore  this  time.   The  proposed  alliance 
with  the  emperor  is  extremely  dangerous,  and 
that  the  rather,  because  the  bad  consequences  of 
it  are  not  foreseen;     None  can  deny  that  those 
offers  by  so  great  a  prince  are  very  much  for  your 
honour,  notwithstanding  which,  you  ought  to  con- 
sider the  issue ;  for  frequently  pernicious  designs 
lie  hid  under  the  colour  of  marriage*     It  is  a  long 
time,  Sir,  since  ambition  has  banished  true  Jove 
mid  sincerity  from  the  marriages  of  kings;  for  wc 
see  daily,  that  most  princes  have  chiefly  in  their 
view,  by  such  treaties,  either  their  own  interest,  or 
the  ruin  of  their  new  allies*     You  may  be  assured 
the  emperor  is  not  so  disinterested  in  this  matter 
bm  he  pretends.      His  design  is. to  draw  you  off 
from  the  French,  your  old  allies,  that  he  may  the 
more  easily  attack  you,  when  you  are  engaged  by 
articles  to  give  them  no  assistance.     It  is  visible  to 
every  body,  that  these  many  years  he  has  had  no- 
thing more  at  heart  than  the  destruction  of  France, 
the  greatest  hinderance  of  the  universal  monarchy 
he  has  projected :  his  exorbitant  ambition  has  no 
2 
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4teund»v  for  the  end*  of  one  conquest  mbut  a 
plausible  pretext  to  begin?  abotber.  And ifdesart 
atid  barreaplaees*  and  the  veiy  distant  rocks  of  the 
searare  not  safe  from  hi  &  arms,  you  have  no-reason . 
to4hink,  bat  that  he  will  also  pretend  some  quarrel* 
that  he  may  begin  4  war  with  you-:  for  ambition 
ifr  a  sfcvage  beast  which  sfiare&no&e  ;<<aitd  frtfcjuent* 
ly  the-  nearest  relations  are  mctit  ettjxmcd  to^ts  . 
fuvy»  Tbt»'  obHges  the  &thelr  for  hate  a  watchful 
eye  over  the  son;  and  frequently  the  tie  of  nature 
kr  not  strong  enough  to- restrain  the  sot*  from  rob* 
biag.his  father  of  his  crown ;  and  what  may  then 
be  expected  in  the: case  of  a  more  remote  relation? 
Therefore  you  harfe  no  reason  'to  trtist  in.  that*  ab> 
Uaatoe  with  tb* emperor*,  for  reasons*  of states  .and 
his own? convenience*  wiU eertakdydetermine  bhn 
monger  than:  alliance  or  any  otbstf  consMeratkmsl 
Hi*  pretended*  love  to  you  is*  not  so  ttbch  the 
ration  o€ .  that  proposal  (whiab  b*  woftld  be  glad 
ttxiiave  you>  believe)*  as  biaddfign  ta  make  a  party 
uryofcr  kingdom,-  to  eaiioe  y<our  officers  to  deacat 
your  service,  to' disunite  "you  from  your  aacient 
friends*  and  to  se#  the  seeds  of*  faction  and  dm» 
skwamoogst  your  subject**  that  when  a  fit  oppm> 
tadity  shall  offer,  he^  may  wrest  the;  sceptre  outtf 
Jour  hands;  which  he  tfouid  never  bme  attemp- 
ted, if  you  bad  not  entered  into  treaties  atid  aUi+ 
auces  with  bin.  And  suppose  hi*  designs  are  not 
so  bad,,  his  conduct  in  thb  matter  shows,  that  ha 
is  afraid  least  yon  should  rejeot  his  alliance^  seeing 
he  ghres  yaw  the  choice  of  two  princesses,  both  of' 
hie  blood,  that  you  may  be  the  less  excusable  if 
you  refuse  his  offers.     What  treatment  may  you 
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expect  frota  him  after  the  marriage,  when  already, 
though  their  is  no  tie  or  treaty  betwixt  you,  his 
ambassadors  propose  that  affai*  with  such  haughty 
insolence,  as  if  that  you  alone,  and  not  the  emperor, 
were  to  have  honour  by  that  alliance  ?  we  all  know 
that  eagle  which  Godscallo  boasts  of  is  the  arms 
of  the  empire,  which,  being  elective,  if  merit  and 
valour  gave  as  good  a  title  to  it  as  intrigue,  soli- 
citation, and  cabals,  you  might  bid  as  fair  for  it ' 
as  himself.    It  is  sufficiently  apparent,  that  mar- 
riage, instead  of  being  advantageous  to  you,  will 
make  all  your  neighbours  jealous  of  you,  apd  your 
allies  suspicious,  without  any  real  assurance  of  as- 
sistance from  him  in  you*  greatest  necessity ;  and 
when  you  are  attacked  by  your  enemies,  any  aid 
you  can  expect  from  him  will  always  come  too 
late,  whatever  timely  notice  you  give ;  his  troops 
would  no  sooner  land  in  your  kingdom,  but  you 
must  expect  the  same  plunderings  and  ravages} 
from  them  as  from  an  enemy's.    And  how  ridicu- 
lous is  it  to  fancy,  that  the  catholic  faith  professed 
inr  Scotland  shall  receive  any  support  from  that 
alliance?  as  if  the  Scots  wanted  to  learn  religioh 
from  tbctm,  who  received  the  christian  religion 
long  before  the  Spaniards.    Their  lives  are  neither 
so  exemplary,  nor  their  eloquence  so  persuading, 
that  we  are  in  any  want  of  their  instructions : 
there  are  many  princes  in  Europe  whose  alliance 
is  more  for  your  interest,  for  which,  I  hope,  Sir* 
you  will  reserve  yourself;  the  emperor's  proposals 
flowing  from  such  a  selfish  principle,  can  never  ad- 
vance the  honour  of  God ;  #nd  how  can  you  ex* 
pect  any  advantage  by  it,  seeing  it  will  infallibly' 
3 
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tmgage  your  person  in  constant  dangers  ?  and  little 
satisfaction  can  your  stflbj^cte  reap  from  it;  bfcenus* 
your  marriage  will  be  so  far  from-  putting1  aa  end 
to  their  miseries,  a»  tbey  hoped  it  would,  tbat  it 
will  only  serve  to  increase  tbem  " 

This  discourse  pleased  the  king  so  well  that  be 
was  resolved  immediately  to  giveanaudienceof  leave 
to  the  imperial  ambassador,  wherein  be  told  him  in  a 
few  words,  You  may  acquaint  your  master  the  em* 
peror,  that  I  am  very  sensible  of  his  affection  by^  the 
offers  he  has  made  me ;  and  that  be  conquers  as 
much  by  his  civilities  ae  by  his  anns: the  kind  of. 
fers  of  his  alliance  has  so  gained  upon  me,  that  node 
of  the  princes  of  his  own  house  can  be  move- 
ready  to  please  him  than  I  am;  bat  I  hope  he 
will  excuse  me,  if  I  do  not  presently  embnaee' 
these  obliging  offers ;  because  I'  am  not  yet  disen- 
gaged from  the  match  proposed  by  the  king  of 
England  before  your  coming  to  this  country.  I 
desire  you  to  assure  the  emperor,  that- upon  all 
occasions  I  shall  testify  the  sense  I  have  of  this 
great  favour. 

Scarcely  had  Godscallo  left'  the  kingdom,  when. 
Christiern  II.  king  of  Denmark,  sent  to  him,  to 
know  if  he  were  content  to  nuory  either  the  lady* 
Dorothy  his  eldest  daughter,  or  the  lady  Elizabeth 
of  Austria,  the  emperor  Charles  V/s  sister ;  not- 
withstanding she  had  been  pre-contracted  to  Fred- 
eric, elector  palatine  of  the  Rhine*  for  this; king: 
bad  more  regard  to  his  interest  than  to  his  promise* 
The  beauty,  and  other  accomplishments  of  this: 
lady  were  such,  that  king  James  had  cejtaudy 
consented  to  marry  her,  if  he  had  not  been. unfal* 
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)img  to  displease  dse'erapm*  who  was>  guarantee 
of  the  treaty  of  caircnage  betwist  her  and  the  elec- 
tor-       .    '" 

Whilst  time'  designs,  winch  heaven'  blasted, 
were  contriving:  against  Frances  Francis  I.  on  hie 
part*  neglected  nothing  that  was  necessary  to  pre* 
serve  the  ancient  adUance  with  Scotland ;  and  king 
June*  on -his  pasty  tosbow  the  affection  he  had  to 
France;  resolved  at^  last  to  match  with  some  of  the: 
royal  family  of  that  kingdom,  from  whence  he' 
could  expect  the  surest  assistance  when'  his  affairs- 
wanted  it.  For  this  end  he  sent  bis  ambassadors* 
to  ^France,  vi*.  James  earl  of:  Murray,  his  bastardy 
brother^  William  Stuart,  bishop:  of  Aberdeen^ 
John  Ersfcine,  and  Robert  Reistsi  to  negotiate  a 
marriage  betwixt  him  and  the  lady  Magdalen  of 
France  %  the  French-king  received  them  courteous- 
ly, but  was  greatly  at  a  loss  what  to  do  in  that 
matter,  seeing  the;  design  of  the  marriage  was  to 
tie  the  two  kingdoms  together  by  a  more  close  al» 
bailee:  he  was  afraid  that  both  their  enemies 
would  make  use  of  that  match  as  a  handle  to  disu* 
rate  them,  because  king  James  could  not  promise 
hittseif  any  children  by  his  daughter,  who  was  a 
sickly  lady,  so  in  tte  end  woald  rather  pwve  the 
occasion  of  indifference  betwixt 'tHenf:  Francis* 
therefore  proposed  to  the  ambassadors  a  match  be* 
twwt  their  master  and  the  lady  Mary  of  Bourbon, 
the  daughter  of  Cbariesdukte  of  Veodesme:;  the 
attbaesadotfe  refused  to  treat  abootit  without  in#: 
stmotions  from  king  Jamee*  so'desthed  time  to  ac- 
quaint him  with  the  prdposal,  and  to  know  his* 
pleasat*. 
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Now  whilst  king  James  waited  for  news  from 
his -ambassadors,  his  kingdom  bring  then  in  per- 
fect peace,  this  active  prince  not  loving  to  stay 
long  in  one  place,  resolved,  under  colour  of  visit- 
ing his  ports  and  havens,  to  sail  round  his  king* 
dom,even  to  the  Western  Isles,  that  he  might  cob* 
strain  some  gentlemen  there  to  be  better  subjects, 
who  living  at  a  great  distance  from  the  court,  and 
that  in  places  naturally  fortified  and  strong,  thought 
they  might  be  dispensed  with  as  to  any  obedience 
to  their  sovereign*    Upon  his  arrival  he  ordered 
the  building  of  two  forts,  the  one  upon  hie  own 
charge,  the  other  at  the  expense  of  the  bishop  of 
the  isles,  to  curb  the  violent  and  ungovernable 
temper  of  the  inhabitants,;  after  that  he  obliged 
the  principal  men  of  those  isles  to  come  and  swear  ■ 
allegiance  to  him;    those  who  had  continued  in 
their  duty  had  liberty  to  return  home,  only  they 
were  to  pay  yearly  some  small  taxes  to  the  king; 
those  who  had  been  rebels,  were  either  forced  to 
give  hostages  for  their  good  behaviour  for  the  fu- 
ture,, or  to  follow  his  majesty,  who  sent  some  of' 
them  to  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  rest  to 
Dunbarton,  which  John  Stuart,  lord  d'Aubigny, 
had.  delivered  to  him  a  little  time  before  by  order 
of  the  king  of  France ;  for  till  then  it  was  garri- 
soned by  Frenchmen. 

,  This  voyage  being  happily  concluded,  when 
the  king  was  come  to  Edinburgh,,  he  received 
letters  from  his  ambassadors,  in  which  they  ac- 
quaint him  with,  the  kind  reception  they  had  re* 
ceived  at  the  court  of  France ;  for  the  "French 
king  told  them,  that  he  should  be  glad  of  the  bo* 
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noor  of  that  alliance*  J*tfconly  wap  sorry  thai  bis 
eldest  daughter  wte  skkly,  his  other  daughters 
wen  tdo  yoaog,  and  at  present  there  were  none 
of  hwretama  that  w*ere  worthy  of'  that  honour* 
emept  the  lady  Maty  of  Verid«$i>»e,;  an  admira- 
ble aa<h  charming1  princess:  of  die  blood'  royaj. 
They  said,  they'  ootid  not*  give  any  a»*wer  to 
Aat  pwopotali  toawpe  thejr  were  liawted  by  their 
inafratftioMK  This-  aecrtUit  of  affaire  made  the 
king  wry  melancholy;  sometimes  he  doubted  lest 
noma  selfiih  viewaini  the  earlof  Murray  >;  and  the 
bishop  of  Aberdeen,  might  jftciine  them  to  era- 
hunit  that  mated  v  **  another  tine*  the  confi- 
dfe«e  h^iteAiiyiJ^hi^ErBbh^  atfd  Robert  Rekt* 
mate  Mwj  ea*y/;  becautei  he 'was  8«fe  they  would 
»tt  ■  betray  tte  tivsi  rf^o^drur  theha^  but  would 
uie  all  paoihldri^pUcnliBor  towartb  the  aeoom- 
pHfilafig  thai  d**&r«di,  match:  notwithA^dtrtg*  U> 
pN*ea*  <k4ays>  and  <  coQifcief  iogt  An*  the  great 
*eaa*H>why  tha-mMitoyof  niosttprioces  are  so  nth 
J»PP^  isybeettoed  they  iwvot  see  their  queenabfr* 
fbremaimg^  bectariimed  toga  over  to  France, 
and  to  court  in<  persona  but  the  great  beats  at 
that  tiinir  obpged  fcwn  to  defer  his  voyage  till  they 
were*  Mute  abated; 

In  the  niean  time,  he  observed  that  the  opioiw 
of  Lothtr  increased  extremely  iti  Scotland*  and 
believed  it  war  bis  duty  utterly  to  extirpate  the 
pwttfttant^frfigi^,  \mt  if  he  delayed  that  neceasar 
ry  wwfe^  as  he  sappofeedv  h  might  in  die  end  sup- 
plant! and  batriah- popery,  which  he  accounted  the 
fowtdatraw  of  Wa  authority ;  some  took  the  free- 
dom to  Utthimf  "tbar  heresy  was  a  scourge  sent 
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ftoih  heaven  upon  the  •souk  of  men  for  the  punish- 
ment of  their  sins,  and  that  all  persecution  was  in 
vain,  seeing  the  distemper  was  within  th*  soul, 
which  could  not  be  reached  by  any  human  means  * 
for  it  belonged  only  to  God  to  move  and  convert 
the  mind :  so  that  methods  of  arguments,  and 
^gentleness,  were  more  lively  to  gain  upon  the 
spirits  of  men,  than  those  of  persecution,  rage  and 
fury,  seeing  error  was  the  effect  of  human  frailty  ; 
that  after  he  had  used  rational  means  of  conviction, 
he  ought  to  wait  for  the  blessing  of  God  upon 
such  laudable  endeavours : ,  so  that  the  least  ht 
could  do  in  that  case  was  to  grant  a  toleration  to 
the  protestants."  Others  .on  the  contrary  spake 
thus  to  the  king :  "  that  it  was  impious  to  suffer 
a  plurality  of  religions,  which  was  contrary  to  the 
unity  of  the  divine  nature;  that  God  would  be 
'worshipped  with  one  heart,  and  after  the  sameuni* 
'form  manner ;  the  tranquillity  and  peace  of  king- 
doms could  not  be  firmly  established,  whene  the 
true  way  of  worshipping  God  was  not  fixed  and 
determined,  without  any  toleration  panted  to 
heretics ;  otherwise  the  persons,  of  kings  would  be' 
in  perpetual  danger :  for  when  the  quarrel  of  re- 
ligion has  divided  your  subjects  into  factions,  and 
enraged  them  against  each  other,  bigotry  shall  so 
prevail  upon  them,  that  they  shall  be  regardless 
even  of  death  itself,  every  day  your  sacred  person 
shall  be  in  danger  from  some  desperate  devotee, 
who  shall  think  it  his  duty  to  be  your  swam  ene- 
my, because  you  are  not  of  bis  belief.  What  is 
more  frequent  than  murder  and  assassinations 
where  different  sects  prevail  ?    For  each  is  per* 
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suaded  that  the  troth  is  only  to  be  found  with 
their  party,  they  think  that  the  cause  of  religion 
will  hear  them  out,  in  killing  those  whom  they  ac-   , 
eount  -blasphemers  of  God :  but  on  the  contrary, 
where  the  same  religion  is  unanimously  professed, 
the  subjects  are  more  governable  and  peaceable, 
and  more  observing  and  obedient  to  the  laws  of 
their  sovereigns.     Nothing  can  so  effectually  unite 
the  affections  of  your  subjects,  or  so  forcibly  dis- 
pose them  to  a  continuance  in  their  duty  tp  your 
majesty,  and  prevent  rebellion,  than  an  uniformity 
in  worship  and  doctrine ;  this  should  oblige  you 
to  defend  the  catholic  religion,  seeing  the  crown 
and  it  have  inseparably  been  conveyed  to  you  from 
your  ancestors :   and  if  kings  will  not  allow  that 
any  should  share  in  their  dignities  but  themselves, 
neither  is  it  tolerable  that  the  service  and  worship 
of  God  should  be  prophaned  and  deserted.     In 
fine,  though  it  is  reasonable  to  make  serious  ad- 
dresses to  heaven,  that  God  may  be  pleased  to 
root  out  herapy  out  of  the  hearts  of  men ;  ,  yet 
whilst  we  wait  for  that  blessing  from  above,  it  is 
necessary,  in  the  mean  time,  to  make  use  of  the 
secular  arm  to  chastise  the  ringleaders  of  heresy, 
that  the  fear  of  punishment   may  preserve  the 
minds  of  yourpeople  from  the  infection  of  error." 
Those  reasons  prevailed  upon  the  king,  upon 
which   he   published   severe    and   rigorous  laws 
against  all  protestants  within  his  dominions,  and 
established  a  court  of  inquisition,  the  judges  where- 
of were  to  make  strict  search  for  all  those  that 
-  professed  thfe  new  religion ;  many  were  discovered, 
who  were  cruelly  put  to  death,  the  king  hoping 
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that  those  severe  measures  wmild  certainly  eatiic- 
pate  the  protestant  religion. 

During  those  cruelties,  Henry  VIII.  who  had 
renounced  all  obedience  to  the  pope,  and  had  em- 
braced  the  doctrines  of  Lufber,  sent  the  bishop 
of  St  Davids  to  his  nephew  .king  James,  with 
books  printed  in  England,  which  contained  an 
acoouut  of  the  principles  of  the  religion  then  esta- 
bKshed  there.    He  hoped  that  by  the  reading,  of 
them  king  James  would  be  persuaded  to.  disown 
the  pope's  authority.     In  his. letters  he  earnestly 
intreated  his  nephew  to  read  those  books  carefully 
without  prejudice,  which  lie  refused  to  do,  till  be 
had  first  got  them  to  be  examined  by  learned  and 
religious  men,  who  upon  perusing  the^i,  reported 
that  they  contained  nothing  but  lies  and  impos- 
tures, and  heartily  thanked  God  that  his  majesty 
had  escaped  that  snate  which  his  uncle  had  laid 
for  him,  and  that  be  would  not  pollute. his  eyes 
with  the  reading  such  dangerous  books. 

At  this  time  robberies  we*e  so  frequent  upon 
the  highways,  that  all  business  and  trade  .was  at  a 
stand;  this  was  owing  to  the  negligence,  of  the 
sberilrs,  who  suffered  robbers  and  thieves  to  es> 
cape  unpunished.  To  put  an  end  to  those  disor- 
ders, the  king  established  a  justiciary  court  at 
Jedburgh. 

The  king  now  being  uneasy  with  impatience,  . 
because  his  ambassadors  were  not  like  to  conclude 
the  marriage  with  that  despatch  he  wished  for, 
notwithstanding  the  ineonvenieneies  of  the  season, 
resolved  to  sail  for  France,  and  having  given  or* 
<ders  that  a  fleet  should  be  ready,  he  went  a~board 


y  Google 


OF  XM0  JAMES  V.  129 

Atjtaitb,  together  with  the  great  ministers  of  hie 
court,  without  owning  whither  he  was  bound; 
many  thought  he  designed  to  go  into  England  to 
visit  bw  uncle,  and  nojr  repented,  that  the  former 
year  be  rffused  an  interview  with  that  lung; 
they  were  scarcely  got  out  of  the  haven,  when  a 
storm  began  to  rise,  and  the  wind  turned  contra- 
ry :  upon  this  the  pilot  asked  the  king  which  way 
they  .should  steer  their  course  ?  he  answered, 
"whither  you  please  except  to  England."  This 
convinced  them  all  that  the  king  designed  for 
France,  which  was  impracticable  at  that  time,  be- 
cause of  the  contrary  winds ;  which,  when  the  king 
understood,  he  chose  rather  to  sail  round  the  coast6 
of  his  kingdom,  and  try.  if  they  could  have  better 
passage  by  St.  George's  channel,  than  to  put  in 
*g$in  at  Leith ;  neither  did  that  succeed,  for  still 
the  storm  increased,  which  made  those  who  at- 
tended him  bethink  that  it  was  safest  to  return 
home,  and  not  expose  their  king's  and  their  own 
life  to  visible?  danger ;  and  that  it  was  fool-hardiness 
to  struggle  with,  the  unrelenting  winds  and  waves ; 
that  there  .  was  no  need  for  such  haste,  and  that 
they  might  lie  in  some  harbour  till  the  storm  was 
over,  witfaopt  jpny  prejudice  to  the  king's  affairs : 
so  whilst  the*  kwg  was  asleep  they  tacked  about, 
and  pailed  for  the  coasts  of  Scotland:  when  the 
kiqg  awakened  he  was  in  a  great  rage,  and  never 
pardoned  thoiae  who  advised  the  sailing  back  to 
Scotland ;  he  blamed  Sir  James  Hamilton  chiefly 
for  this,  who^n  he  hated  before,  because  he  killed 
the  earl  of  Lennox.  Sir  James'  enemies,  to  In- 
flame the  king  the  more  against  hip,  suggested, 
M 
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that  he  was  very  far  from  being  a  dutiful  subject ; 
that  all  his  pretences  of  loyalty  were  only  hypo- 
crisy;  for  his  only  design  in  accompanying  his 
majesty  was  to  defeat  the  design  of  the  Voyage.    - 
When  the  bad  weather  was  over,  the  nobility 
who  were  with  the  king,  in  complaisance  to  his 
majesty,  desired  him  to  think  of  sailing  with  the 
first  fair  wind,  which  he  did,  and  setting  sail  from 
Scotland  oh  the  first  day  of  September,         ,  he 
landed  at  Dieppe  ten  days  after,  and  went  incog- 
nito to  Vendosme,  to  see  the  lady  Mary  of  Ven- 
dosme,  where  he  was  satisfied  that  she  was  an  ex- 
cellent and  well  accomplished  princess,  and  that 
fame  had  not  been  too  favourable  to  her ;  but  see- 
ing he  had  had  the  choice  of  three  princesses,  al 
daughters  of  kings,  he  thought  he  could  not  in 
honour  marry  one  of  a  lower  degree ;  sq  he  left 
Vendosme,  and  had  still  the  disposing  of  his  own 
heart,  notwithstanding  the  charms  of  that  fair  lady, 
and  went  straight  for  I*aris  to  meet  with  the  French 
king,  whose  coming  was  a  surprisal  to  the  court 
The  king,  who  knew  nothing  of  it  till  about  two 
hours  before  he  saw  him,  immediately  went  to 
meet  him  and  welcome  him  to  Paris,  being  accom- 
panied with  all  the  nobility  then  at  court,  and  re- 
ceived him  with  all  that  grandeur  and  honour  that 
king  James  could  desire.     He  had  not  been  long 
at  Paris  before  the  lady  Magdalen  owned  that  she 
loved  him :  he  desired  the  king  her  father  to  agree 
to  the  match,  and  said,  he  hoped  that  the  change 
of  air,  and  more  years,  would  confirm  her  in  peis 
feet  health,  and  doubted  not  but  he  should  have 
ghildren  by  her.     The  French  king  consented  to 
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the  match, k  and  told  him,  there  was  nothing  that 
he  could  deny  the  king  of  Scotland :  so  the  mar- 
riage was  solemnised  with  all  the  pomp  and  cere- 
mdny  imaginable* 

Some  days  after,  the  present  posture  of  affairs 
obliged  the  two  kings  to  take  leave  of  each  other; 
at  parting  they  gave  all  possible  assurances  of  mu- 
tual and  perpetual  affection  and  friendship,  for  at 
that  time  the  Imperialists  ravaged  Piedmont  andr 
Picardy,  and  king  James  was  afraid  lest  Henry 
VIII.  might  embroil  his  aflairs  in  his  absence: 
so  king  James  and  his  queen  set  out  for  Scotland, 
having  with  them  a  great  number  of  French  ships. 
When  they  arrived  in  Scotland,  they  were,  received 
with  the  universal  joy  of  their  subjects,  but  as  in 
human  life,  our  gladness  is  still  allayed  with  sor- 
row, so  this  joy  was  short  lived,  and  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  great  grief  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  the  young  queen,  who  lived  only  six  months 
after  her  landing  in  Scotland ;  for  the  sea  air,  and 
the  fatigue  .of  the  voyage,  had  occasioned  her  sick* 
ness.  There  was  such  an  universal  and  real  grief 
over  all  the  kingdom,  upon  the  news  of  her  death, 
that  to  testify  the  sense  the  court,  and  other  per- 
sons of  note,  had  of  the  great  loss,  they  went  into 
mourning,  which  was  the  first  time  that  ever  that 
custom  was  used  in  Scotland. 
.  Aftej:  the  funeral  ceremonies  were  over,  king 
James  was  more  .desirous .  than  ever  of  children, 
and  was.  unwilling  to  live  any  time  a  widower ;  he 
cast  bis  eyes  upon  the  l*dy  Mary  of  Lorrain, 
sister  to  Francis  duke  of  Guise,  a  famed  general, 
and  the  widow  of  the  duke  of  Longyeville ;  for 
g 
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the  charming  virtues  of  that  lady  had  made  a 
mighty  impression  upon  his  heart  during  hi*  stay 
in  France. 

Whilst  the  ambassadors  were  a-goiog  to  France 
to  desire  the  lady  Mary  of  Lorram  in  marriage 
for  the  king,  he  was  alarmed  with  many  false  ac- 
cusations of  innocent  persona,  a&  if  gvnlty  of  ptots» 
against  his  life;  the  first  rewtarbaMe  person  Who 
suffered  by  the  viHany  of  tftose  informers  was  one 
Johrt  Forbes,  a  young  gentleman  of  great  courage, 
and  of  a  good  family,  but  had  always  lived  a  vi* 
cious  and  standfelons  life,  whick  made  people  be* 
lieve  the  more  easily,  that  one  of  hie  character 
would  stick  at  no  crime:  he  had  been  mamgeflf 
of  a  kmg  time  by  dne-  Straehan,  a  wished  fallow 
of  a  mean  birth,  who  was  a  share*  in  all  his  <de*j 
baacheries.  Forbes  foftnd  by  experience,  how  dan- 
gerous the  society  of  villaift*  i*  This  Strrfebatf, 
besides  his  other  rices,  was  a  ttwefeua  Wltttcfe,  he 
demanded  from  Mr.  Forbes  state  gift  which  he 
couH  not  conveniently  grant  $  upotttftoieh  refusal,- 
Straehan  Was  so  displeased  that  he  meditated  re- 
venge became  his  enemy,  and  to  compass  his  ma- 
licious designs  more  eflfeclttslty,  he  .went  to  the 
earf  of  Huntly,  Mr.  Forbes*  mortal  enemy*  where 
they  jointly  contrived  his  ruin.  They  accused  Mr. 
Forbes  that  of  a  long  time  he  had  a  design  to 
murder  the  king ;  they  hired  knights  of  the  post, 
who  were  evidences  against  him,  whw  swore,  that 
then  he  waked  only  for  a  fit  opportunity  to  assas- 
sinate his  majesty.  Tliougb  those  witnesses  were* 
mfn  of  bad  characters,  ahd  their,  .evidence  did  not 
prove  the  impeachment,  nevertheless  he  was  found 
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guilty,  and  condemned  to  death  ;  for  the  judges 
thought  that  the  very  intention  to  kill  the  king 
deserved  it.  But  God  permitted  him  to  come  to 
that  untimely  end,  as  a  punishment  for  his  former 
sips;  "for  thpugh  iniquities  are  not  immediately 
chastised,  yet  at  length  men's  sins  find  them  out, 
and  when  they  are  most  .secure,  and  least  expect 
the  wrath  of  heaven,  they  fall  into  snares  which 
complete  their  ruin/' 

The  judges  found  Strachan  guilty  of  misprision 
of  treason,  because  he.  had  so  long  concealed  such 
a  horrid  crime,  which  they  thought  be  would  not 
have  done  if  be  had  not  been  equally  guilty  in  the 
plot;  but  though  he.  deserved  death  more  than 
Mr.  Forbes,  yet  all  his  punishment  was  only  ban- 
ishment :  he  retired  to  Paris,  where  he  followed 
still  the  same  dissolute  debauched  way  of  living. 
King  James,  for  reasons  best  known  to  himself, 
was  sorry  for  Mr.  Forbes*  death  when  it  was  too. 
late,  because  he  thought  he  might  be  useful  in 
some  secret  services ;  for  bad  men  are  as  necessary 
in  the  bodyrpolitic,  as  bad  humours  are  in  the 
body-natural:  to  testify  his  concern,  he  made  his 
second  brother  a  gentleman  of  his  bedchamber, 
and  married  the  third  to  a  great  fortune,  and  gave 
him  back  his  brother's  estate  which  was  forfeited. 

This  punishment  was  immediately  followed  by 
another  very  lamentable  one,  if  we  either  consider 
the  quality  of  the  persons  accused,  or  the  nature 
of  their  pretended  crimes ;  but  most  of  all  deplora- 
ble for  the  too  great  severity  of  the  punishment. 

Jean  Douglas,  the  sister  of  Archibald  earl  of 
Angus,  who  then  lived  an  exile  in  England,  was 
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die  moat  tenowned  beauty  of  Britain,  at  that  titer; 
die  was  of  ah  ordinary  stature,  not  too  fat  *  her  nrieti 
was  majestic,  her  eyes  full,  her  face  waft  arm),  and 
her  complexion  was  delicate  aid  extremely  fain 
Besides  all  these  perfections,  she  was  a  lady  of  a 
angular  chastity ;  as  her  body  was  a  finished  piece, 
without  the  least  blemish,  so  heaven  designed  that 
her  mind  should  want  none  of  those  perfections  a 
mortal  creature  can  be  capable  of;  her  modesty 
was  admirable,  her  courage  was  above  what  could 
be  expected  from  her  sex,  her  judgment  solid,  her 
carriage  was  gaining  and  affable  to  her  inferiors, 
as  she  kriew  well  how  to  behave  herself  to  bar 
equals :  she  was  descended  from  one  of  the  most 
honourable  and  wealthiest  families  of  Scotland, 
and  of  great  interest  m  the  kingdom,  but  at  that 
time  eclisped ;  she  was  married  to  John  Lion,  lord 
Glammes,  a  discreet  and  valiant  nobleman,  who 
died  in  the  bloom  of  his  youth,  and  left  a  son  be* 
hind  him  by  their  marriage :  she  continued  a  widow 
some  years  after.  During  which  time,  several  of 
the  best  families  of  the  kingdom  courted  her  ;  but 
a  gentleman  named  Archibald  Campbell,  had  the 
honour  and  happiness  to  gain  her  love,  he  had  a 
good  estate,  and  was  of  a  good  family,  and  com- 
manded the  third  squadron  of  king  James'  army* 
Now  this  gentleman,  who  equally  admired  her 
beauty  and  virtue,  made  his  addresses  to  her  with 
all  possible  respect,  at  length  she  owned  she  loved 
him,  so  they  were  married  to  both  their  satisfac- 
tions. 

William  Lion,  a  near  relation  of  her  first  hus- 
band, and  one  of  her  former  suitors,  not  being 
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aUe  to  stHMfaklfafafer  #*fft£,  nor  dS&etriWe  hi* 
rage  and  discontent  for  the  loss  of  her,  became  al-» 
liastfraatictJpoti  tbia  disappointment ;  and  thbftgh 
1te  wa*m  unhappy  a*  «0  lose  her,  jet  be  did  not 
forbear  tw  addresses;  hoping  still,  that  in  reeoor* 
pense  of  his  painful  attendance,  she  would  grant 
biflff  some  favours. 

This  beautifol  kdy  ^e poised  him  with  disdain, 
and  told  him,  that  tht  reason  why  she  formerly 
treated  him  with  civility,  was  mote  owing  to  his 
refetiott  to  her  last  husband,  and  to  her  son,  than 
to  any  regard  to  himself;  bat  now,  seeing  he  had 
designs  upon  her  honour,  she  hated  the  sight  of 
him;  for  he  might  be  assured  that  she  would 
never  comply  with  his  criminal  and  brutal  desires. 

This  resolute  and  virtuous  refusal  distracted 
him,  and  not  knowing  what  to  answer,  sometimes 
he  complained  of  her  severe  virtue ;  at  another* 
time  he  told  her,  the  great  love  he  bad  for  her 
#as  the  occasion  of  his  addresses:  he  blamed  her 
also  for  her  ingratitude,  as  if,  in  complaisance  to 
hiov,  she  ought  to  throw  away  all  regards  to  ehas* 
thy ;  in  fine*  he  told  he  had  lost  all  his  time  and 
endeavours.  IVis  interview  was  spent  in  com- 
plaints, intreattes,  reproaches,  and  threatenings ; 
after  which  he  departed  and  never  visited  her  mora 
From  that  time  his  love,  or  rather  hist,  was 
changed  into  rage  and  revenge;  his  thoughts  were 
divided,  whither  he  should  kiH  her  hitpself,  or 
contrive  some  plot  against*  her  life ;  the  first 
seemed  unworthy  of  his  courage,  whereas  the  lat- 
ter required  very  nice  conduct,  and  too  long  a  de- 
lay, seeing  he  was  enraged  to  that  degree,  that  he 
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thirsted  for  present  revenge.;  but  at  last  the  latter 
curried  it. 

So  the  passion  of  love  being  succeeded  by  that 
of  vengeance,  he  was  brooding  over  his  resentment 
for  some  months,  at  last  he  lights  upon  one  of 
the  blackest  contrivances  that  hell  could  suggest, 
viz.  he  accused  this  lady,  her  son,  her  husband, 
and  one  John  Lion,  an  aged  priest,  and  his  own 
near,  relation,  as  guilty  of  a  design  to  poison  the 
king.  This  was  the  most  unlikely  thing  in  the 
world,  if  we  consider  the  characters  and  conversa- 
tion of  the  persons  accused,  who  lived  for  the 
most  part  in  the  country  at  a  great  distance  from 
court,  and  seldom  had  an  occasion  of  seeing  the 
king;  however,  upon  this,  those  innocent  persons ' 
were  apprehended  and  imprisoned  in  the  castle  of 
Edinburgh,  and  their  good*  were  'seized,  with  a 
strict  charge  to  the  judges  of  the  justice-court  to 
proceed  to  their  trials. 

William  Lion,  the  accuser,  who  had  the  ear  of 
the  jealous  king,  used  all  his  rhetoric  to  aggravate 
the  matter,  and  that  he  might  dispose  the  king  to 
treat  them  with  all  possible  cruelty,  he  represented, 
« that  the  family  of  Douglas  had  always  been  dan- 
gerous and  troublesome  to  his  predecessors,  and 
even  to  himself  and  his  kingdom ;  and  reminded 
him  of  the  insolent  behaviour  of  Archibald  Dou- 
glas, earl  of  Angus,  the  brother  of  the  prisoner,  , 
.  in  the  time  of  his  majesty's  minority,  whose  prac- 
tices were  so  pernicious,  that' by  a  public  decree 
he  was  banished  the  kingdom  as  a  disturber  of 
the  peace  of  his  native  country  ;  that  since  that 
time  he  was  become  the  subject  of  Henry  king  of 
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England,  his  majesty's  enemy,  and  was  now  the  in- 
cendiary betwixt  the  two  kingdoms,  and  advised  all 
the  inroads  that  were-  made  front'  England  upon 
Scotland ;  and  that,  seeing'  he  couid  not  be  restored 
to  his  honours  and  fortune,  wif hout'great  difficulty, 
revenge  incited  him  to  plot  ail  tW  mischief  possi- 
ble against  the  king's  per  sort;  and  who  could  he 
employ  for  compassing  such  wicked  designs  more: 
fit  than  hi*  own  sfeter,  who  was  obliged  to  secrecy 
by  the  ties  of  WoodP  That  he  engaged  her  in 
that  conspiracy,  thinking  that  her  sex,  character* 
and  birth,  would  make  her  tJie  less  suspected : 
therefor*^  if  his  majesty  Had  afty  regard  cither  to 
his  interest  or  safety,  it  was  necessary  to  exter- 
minate that  race*  which  produced  nothing  tot 
monsters  of  rebeBkm,  and  espeejaBy*  that  woman, 
whom  if  he  spared,  he  wo*ld  p»t  it  id  her  power 
t&  accomplish  far  wicked  designs.** 

TMs  discourse  fount*  too  easy-  a  belief  witk  th» 
king,  who  was  natura%<  jealous  and  suapkiou*, 
and  was  wbefty  ignorant  of  the  hatred'  whfchr  Wifc 
Ram  Lion  bcpe  t»>  that  fedy ;  upon  which  be  «**» 
defed  that  they  *hoakt  be  put  upen  their  trial 
m  all  haste,  m  that  smart  regard  was  had  either  fa 
ftoeir  ehamttersi,  birth)  or  defences  they  made. 
Before  the  judge*  gave  sentence*,  tftfc  lady  was 
brought  to  the  bar  according  to  eiitfto*^  ft  a*  they 
might  hear  what  ihe  coufld  say  For  herself:  sfch 
knew  weft  enough  that  her  misfortunes  proceeded 
&6m  her  near  re*a*oo  to  the  earl  of  Angus;  When 
she  had  adsWered  tor  ail  the  t be  questions  which 
the  judges  asked,  witfcr  the  greatest  courage  and 
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boldness  imaginable,  she  delivered  the  following' 


<  "  Those  who  hate  the  merit  of  my  brother  are 
enraged  because  he  is  not  in  their  power,  that  he 
might  fall  a  sacrifice  to  their  malice,  and  they  now 
discharge  their  spite  upon  me,  because  of  my  near 
relation  to  him ;  and  to  gratify  their  revenge  with 
my  Wood,  they  accuse  me  of  crimes  which,  if  true, 
deserve  the  severest  death.  But  seeing  it  is  the 
only  prerogative  of  God  to  punish  men  or  women 
for  the  faults  of  others,  which  belongs  to  no  judge 
on  earth,  who  are  obliged  to  punish  every  one  ac- 
cording to  their  personal  crimes,  you  ought  not  to 
punish  in  me  the  actions  of  my  brother,  how  blame- 
able  soever ;  above  all,  you  ought  to  consider  if 
those  things  I  am  accused  of  have  the  least  appear- 
ance of  truth  imaginable ;  for  what  gives  the 
greatest  evidence  either  of  the  guilt  or  innocence 
of  an  impeached  person,  is  their  former  life.  What 
fault  could  any  hitherto  lay  to  my  charge  ?  Did 
any  ever  reproach  me  with  any  thing  that  is  scan* 
dalous  ?  Examine,  I  intreat  you,  my  former  eon* 
versation,  vice  hath  its  degrees  as  well  as  virtue, 
and  none  can  attain  to  a  perfection  in  either,  ex- 
cept by  long  use  and  practice ;  and  if  you  can  find 
nothing  reprovable  in  my  conduct,  how  can  ye 
believe  that  I  am  arrived  all  ofra  sudden  to  contrive 
this  murder,  which  is  the  very  height  and  perfec- 
tion of  impiety?  I  protest  I  would  not  deliberately 
injure  the  most  despicable  wretch  alive ;  could  I 
then  make  the  murder  of  my  sovereign,  whom  I 
always  reverenced,  and  who  never  did  me  any 
wrong,  the  first  essay  of  my  wickedness  ?    None 
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are  capable  of  such  damnable  and  unnatural  ac- 
tions, except  two  sorts  of  persons,  viz.  those  of  des- 
perate fortunes  who  are  weary  of  their  lives,  or 
those  who  are  hurried  into  them  by  revenge ;  my 
birth,  and  manner  of  life,  puts  me  beyond  the  sus- 
picion of  the  first  kind ;  and  for  the  latter,  seeing 
I  was  never  injured  by  the  king,  how  can  I  be 
suspected  to  thirst  for  any  revenge  ?  I  am  here 
accused  for  purposing  to  kill  the  king,  and  to  . 
make  my  pretended  crime  appear  more  frightful, 
it  is  given'  out,  that  the  way  was  to  be  by  poison. 
With  what  impudence  can  any  accuse  me  of  such 
wickedness,  who  never  saw  any  poison,  nor  know 
I  any  thing  about  the  preparation  of  it  P  can  any 
say  they  ever  saw  me  have  any  of  it  ?  let  them 
tell  me  where  I  bought  it ;  or  who  procured  it 
me.  And  though  I  had  it,  how  could  I  use  it, 
seeing  I  never  came  near  the  king's  person,  his 
table  nor  palace?  It  is  well  known,  that  since 
my  last  marriage  with  this  unfortunate  gentleman, 
I  have  lived  in  the  country,  at  a  great  distance 
from  the  court ;  what  opportunity  could  I  ever 
have  then  to  poison  the  king  ?  You  may  see  by 
those  circumstances,  which  give  great  light  in  such 
matters,  that  I  amintirely  innocent  of  those  crimes 
I  am  charged  with :  it  is  the  office  of  you  judges 
to  protect  injured  innocence  ;  but  if  the  malice  and 
power  of  my  enemies  be  such,  that  whether  inno- 
cent or  guilty  I  must  needs  be  condemned,  I  shall 
die  cheerfully,  having  the  testimony  of  a  good  con- 
science ;  and  assure  yourselves  that  you  shall  cer- 
tainly find  it  more  easy  to  take  away  my  life,  than 
to  blast  my  reputation,  or  to  fix  any  real  blot  upon 
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jay  memory.  Thi*  is  my  last  desire  pf  you,  that 
J  may  be  the  sole  object  of  your  severity,  and  that 
those  other  innocent  persons  may  .not  share  in  my 
misfortunes.  Seeing  my  chief  crime  is,  that  I  am 
descended  of  the  family  qf  Douglas  there  is  no 
reason  that  they  should  be  involved  in  my  ruia  ; 
for  my  husband,  son,  and  cousin,  are  neither  of 
that  name,  nor  family.  I  shall  end  my  life  with 
more  comfort  if  you  absolve  them,  for  the  more  of 
us  that  suffer  by  your  unjust  sentence,  the  greater 
will  be  your  guilt,  and  the  more  terrible  your  con- 
demnation when  you  shall  he  tried  at  the  great 
day  by  God,  who  is  the  impartial  judge  of  all  flesh, 
who  shall  then  make  you  suffer  for  those  torments 
to  which  we  are  unjustly  condemned*'9 

This  admirable  speech,  which  was  spoken  with 
such  boldness  and  manly  cqp&ge,  astonished  the 
judges  extremely,  and  when  they  had  reasoned 
upon  what  she  had  alledged  in. her  own  defence, 
they  determined,  before  they  gave  sentence,  to 
send  two  of  their  number  to  the  king,  and. to  re- 
present to  him,  that  though  the  witnesses  had 
proved  the  articles  of  impeachment,  and  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  tbe  land,  upon  this  evidence 
she  deserved  death,  yet,  upon  a  serious  considera- 
tion of  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  matter,  they 
could  not  perceive  the  least  probability  of  her 
guilt :  they  were  afraid  lest  the  rigour  of  the  law 
in  this  case  should. prove  the  height  of  injustice, 
therefore  they  wished  father  that  equity  and  mercy 
should  take  place,  it  being  more  safe  to  absolve  a 
criminal,  than  to  condemn  an  innocent  person; 
that  time  alone  could  discover  the.  truth  of  the 
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ter*  by  jwkiag  known  the  character  of  those 
who  had  Sworn  against  tier,  whether  thejr 
were  msri  of  honesty,  or  bed  been  bribed  to  accuse 
ben;  that  nothing  was  so  adwseabl*  as  to  delay 
the  whole  afisir  for  some  days,  which  could  be  no 
danger  to  the  king,  seeing  those  persons  were  not 
to  >have  their  liberty ;  but  whenever  they  could 
peoeeive  any  presumptions  of  their  guilt,  they 
should  not  escape  justice :  as  for  themselves  tbey 
wese  feed  up  jto  the  formalities  and  letter  of  the 
law,,  it  belonged  only  to'feis  majesty  to  temper  and 
moderate  the  severity  of  it  by  Ms  clemency,  upon 
vhicfa  account  they  addressed  themselves  to  him, 
SBetng  in  such  cases  wherein  the  life,  honour,  and 
estates  ^  persons  of  distinction  are  concerned,  all 
possible  caution  is  necessary. 

The  king,  who  was  naturally  merciful  enough, 
bad  yielded  to  this  reasonable  request,  if  Lion, 
who  bad  contrived  that  hdHish  plot,  and  was 
afraid,  if Jtbey  had  escaped,  hie  wickedness  would 
he  discovered,  ted  not  prevailed  with  tfee  fcfrig  to 
gbre  thisonswer  to  the  judges;:  *  that  the  exercise 
of  justice  was  a  considerable  part  -of  the  royal  dig- 
nity, which  he  had  entrusted  them  with  when  he 
made  them  judges ;  *bat  it  belonged  to  theiroffice 
to  preserve  the  innocent,  and  punish  the  guilty? 
that  the  book  called  Regions  Jtfojestatem,  con- 
tained all  the  forms  and  rules  which  ought  to  de- 
termine them  in  such  cases;  wherefore  he  gare 
thorn  full  power  to  proceed  in  that  business  accord- 
ing to  justice,  and  the  laws  of  the  land ;  and  said, 
he  know  of  nothing  that  could  hinder  them  from 
doing  their  duty  like  men  of  honour." 
N 
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Upon  receiving  that  answer,  those  that  were  sen* 
t/b  wait  upon  the  king,  returned  to  the  exchequer, 
where  the  court  of  justice  then  sat,  and  reported 
to  the  rest  of  the  judges,  what  the  king  had  given 
them  in  charge ;  upon  which  the  judges  gave  sen- 
tence against  that  lady,  which  was,  that  she  waa 
to  be  led  out  to  the  place  of  execution,*  and  there 
to  be  burnt  alive  till  she  was  dead.  A  little  time 
after  the  sentence,  she  was  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  the  executioner,  to  be  led  out  lo  suffer; 
the  constancy  and  courage  of  this  heroine  is.aU 
most  incredible,  which  astonished  all  the  spectar 
tors :  she  heard  the  sentence  pronounced  against 
her  without  the  least  sign  of  concern,  neither  did 
she  cry,  groan,  or  shed  a  tear,  though  that  kind 
of  death  is  most  frightful  to  human  nature.  When 
she  was  brought  out  to  suffer,  the  people  who 
looked  on  could  not  conceal  their  grief  and  com-, 
passion ;  some  of  them  who  were  acquainted  with' 
her,  and  knew  her  innocence,  designed  to  rescue, 
her ;  but  the  presence  of  the  king  and  his  ministers 
restrained  them :  she  seemed  to  be  the  only  uncon- 
cerned person  there,  and  her  beauty  and  charms 
never  appeared  with  greater  advantage  than  when 
she  was'  led  to  the  flames,  agd  her  soul  being  for- 
tified with  support  from  heaven,  and  the  sense  of 
her  own  innocence,  she  outbraved  death,  and  her 
courage  was  equal  in  the  fire,  to  what  it  was  be- 
fore her  judges ;  she  suffered  those  torments  with- 
out the  least  noise,  only  she  prayed  devoutly  for 
divine  assistance  to  support  her  under  her  suffer- 
ings:  thus  died  this  famous  lady  with  a  courage 
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not  inferior  to  that  of  any  of  the  heroes  of  anti- 
quity. 

The  day  following  her  disconsolate  husband,  de- 
signing to  make  liis  escape  from  the  castle  of  Edin- 
burgh, was  let  down  over  the  walls  by  a  cord, 
which  happening  to  be  too  short,  he  fell  upon  the 
rocks,  where  he  was  dashed  to  pieces.  The  king 
was  very  sad  upon  hearing  of  that  lamentable  ac- 
cident, and  immediately  ordered  that  Lion,  the 
old  priest,  should  have  his  liberty,  because  his 
great  age  made  him  incapable  of  any  such  design ; 
as  for  the  young  lord  Glamis,  though  his  child- 
hood  was  sufficient  proof  of  his  ihnocency,  yet  he 
was  kept  still  in  prison,  from  whence  he  was  not 
released  till  after  the  king's  death. 

Those  who  make  any  reflections  upon  the  tragi- 
cal history  of  this  unfortunate  lady  may  observe, 
that  .great  beauty  frequently  exposes  women  to 
danger,  and  often  proves  a  snare  and  curse,  ra- 
ther than  a  Messing;  seeing  most  men  who  be- 
hold them  become  passionate  admirers  of  them, 
whereas  it  is  only  in  such  virtuous  lady's  power  to 
make  one  man  happy;  the  other  less  fortunate 
rivals,  missing  that  bliss  they  impatiently  longed 
for,  sometimes  their  disappointed  love  degenerates 
into  revenge  and  fury,  which  proves  the  cause  of 
great  misfortunes  to  those  beautiful  females. 

William  Lion,  after  this  virtuous  and  incom- 
parable lady  had  fallen  a  victim  to  his  fiiry,  when- 
ever he  began  to  think  cooly  upon  the  wickedness 
he  had  done,  was  so  filled  with  horror,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  endure  the  lashes  of  his  awakened  con- 
science ;  h6  lamented  when  it  was  too  late,  that 
8 
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his  malice  bad  occasioned  the  Ipsa  both  of  the  five* 
and  fortunes  of  those  who  were  his  near  relation*; 
so  that  having  confidence  in  the  king's  mercy,  he 
confessed  the  whole  matter  secretly  tor  hiso.  The 
king  abhorring  such  frightful  wickedness  banished, 
him  from,  the  court,  and  designed  hist  puaialpnert 
should  be  answerable  to*  his  guilt  £  bet  affair*  of 
greater  concern  which  happened  immediately  after, 
made  the  king  forget  that  natter. 

At  length  the  king  beard  from  has  ambaasadocs 
cardinal  Beaton  and  Robert  Maxwell,  then  at 
tihe  court  of  France*  that  his  marriage  was  coado* 
ded„  very  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Freud* 
king,  and  all  his  court,  and  that  they  designed  tor 
set  out  in  a  little  time  from  France,  and  t+  briflg» 
with  them  the  lady  Mary  of  (pruiaei  from  that 
time  ly»  thought  of  nothing  but  of  his  amoun^aad 
of  making  preparations  for  his  queen's  honourable 
reception.  « 

Monsieur  D'Annehauit,  admiral  of  France,  wa* 
ordered  to  wait  upon  her  from  the  court  to  Dieppe, 
with  a  great  number  of  the  nobility  of  the  bett 
quality  in  the  kingdom,  where  she  went  aboard 
about  the  beginning  of  June,  1638.  A  gife* 
number  of  French  ships  conducted  her  to  Bakomy 
in  Scotland,  where  the  earl  of  Murray  and  other  * 
Scotch  noblemen  were  sent  to  wait  upon  her ;  a£» 
ter  she  had  stayed  there  some  days,  and  bad  taken ' 
leave  of  the  French  noblemen  who  attended  her, 
she  was  brought  to  St  Andrewa  in  great  state, 
where  the  marriage  was  solemnized  with  all  possi- 
ble rejoicing. 

.The  great  merit  of  the  new  q*eei*  WaS  SO:  re- 
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remarkable,  that  abe  was  admired  and  loved  by 
all  her  subjects ;  her  prudence,  and  love  to  the 
king,  gained  his  heart  intirely,  and  to  complete 
his  happiness,  she  brought  forth  a  son  the  first 
year  of  their  marriage,  at  St.  Andrews ;  and  the 
next  year  she  had  another,  son  at  Stirling,  upon 
which  the  king  admired  her  to  that  degree,  that  he 
advised  with  ljer  in  all  affairs  of  state :  she  was  a 
lady  of  great  wit,  and  was  reputed  a  princess  not 
inferior  to  any  at  that  time,  either  for  beauty, 
courage,  or  prudence. 

Hitherto  all  things  went  well  with  king  James, 
who  was  arrived  to  that  height  of  prosperity,  that 
he  bad  fibthing  to  wish  for ;  having  children  by  ' 
his  marriage,  was  loved  by  bis  subjects,  and  feared 
by  his  enemies:  but  frequently  adversity  is  nearer 
prosperity  than  we  expect,  thus  it  was  with  this 
king,  for  all  of  a  sudden  he  experienced  the  re- 
verse, of  fate:,  -and  was  immediately  attacked  with 
so  many  a$d  various  troubles,  that  whenever  he 
thought  to  disengage  himself  from  any  of  them, 
he  was  overpowered  with  new  ones  which  defeated 
all  his  endeavours. 

The  first  mortification  he  met  with,  proceeded 
from  his  bad  conduct,  which  lost  him  the  affec- 
tions of  his  subjects ;  for  when  he  saw  he  had  two 
sons,  and  that  there  was  no  fear  he  should  want 
heirs  to  succeed  him  in  the  throne,  he  began  to  un- 
dervalue his  nobility,  and  upbraided  them  with 
*  want  of  courage,  and  that  they  had  degenerated 
from  the  valour  and  military  bravery  of  their  an* 
cestors :  he  reminded  them  efthe  dishonourable  de- 
feat at  Floddon,  where  they  guve  small  proof  of 
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their  regard  to  the  king  his  father,  or  conoem  for 
the  honour  of  their  country :  he  told  them,  if  they 
were  willing,  be  had  inclination  to  revenge  his  fit* 
ther's  death  upon  Henry  VIII.  and  to  retrieve  the 
ancient  reputation  of  the  kingdom.  He  found  them 
not  very  forward  to  engage  in  any  such  matters  ; 
for  those  reproaches  had  so  much  alienated  their  af- 
fections from  him,  and  enraged  them,  that  they  de- 
serted his  service,  when  he  had  most  need  of  their 
help :  for  of  all  things,  what  can  more  highly  pro* 
voke  haughty  spirits  than  disdain'? 

The  kingdom  was  then  at  peace,  the  Protestants, 
who  were  at  that  time  a  very  lyimeroua  body,  and 
increased  daily,  were  so  displeased  with  what  they 
suffered  upon  the  account  of  their  religion,  that 
they  bad  certainly  taken  up  arms  to  get  their  griev- 
ances redressed,  if  they  had  had  any  nobleman  of 
note  to  head  them.  The.  king  knew  that  well 
enough,  but  bis  affairs  were  then  so  embroiled,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  dissemble  his  displeasure  at  them, 
and  waited  till  be  had  extricated  himself  from  his 
present  difficulties,  as  a  more  fit  season  to  mortify 
them ;  his  treasury  was  then  very  much  exhausted 
because  of  bis  extraordinary  expense,  by  his  mar- 
riages, and  his  many  new.  buildings,  so  that  he 
wanted  money  extremely ;  the  most  ready  way  was, 
either  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the  clergy,  or  upon  the  no* 
bility;  both  of  them  desired  to  be  excused  from 
that  hardship,  and  enlarged  upon  their  own  pove*» 
ty,  and  the  riches  of  the  other  estate. 

Now  Henry  VIII.  who  had  not  forgotten  that 
he  had  been  affronted  by  king  James,  who  refused 
to  marry  his  daughter,  and  to  have  an  interview 
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with  him,  was  determined  to  try  if  he  could  by 
subtiltv  persuade  him  to  meet  him  in  England, 
otherwise,  upon  refiisal,  be  should  have  a  specious 
colour  for  beginning  a  war :  he  sent  his  ambassador 
to  king  .James,  to  desire  him  to  come  to  York, 
where  he  would  meet  him,  and  that  they  might 
confer  friendly  together  about  affairs  that  related 
to  the  peace  of  both  their  kingdoms;  and  conclude 
a  lasting  peace;  for  what  could  be  more  for 
both  their  glory,  than  to  put  a  period  to  the 
ancient  hatred  and  animosity  betwixt  their  two 
kingdoms,  which  had  occasioned  the  effusion  of  so 
much  'christian  blood  ?  that  instead  of  those  na- 
tional and  hereditary  quarrels,  a  firm  and  sinoere 
friendship  might  be  established  betwixt  the  two 
crowns. 

Many  of  the  peers  of  the  kingdom,  and  who 
had  great  interest  with  the  king,  were  protectants, 
and  used  all  possible  arguments  to  persuade  him 
tpr  g&  and  see  his  uncle,  who,  they  assured  him, 
had  then  all  the  inclination  imaginable  to  receive 
him  with  the  utmost  demonstration  of  love  and 
friendship ;  there  was  not  the  least  cause  of  fear 
that  his  person  would  be  in  any  danger,  for  they 
had  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  believe  that 
that '  interview  would  procure  a  well-grounded 
peace  betwixt  the  two  kings  and  their  subjects* 
But  whpt  above  all  things  made  them  long  for 
that  meeting  was,  thatthey  knew  that  Henry  VIII* 
was  a  prince  of  a  very  moving  eloquence,  so  they 
hoped  their  king  would  be  gained  upon  to  choose 
the  king  of  England  for  his  ally,  rather  than  any 
other  prince,  and  hoped  he  jnight  be  induced  by. 
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his  uncle  to  make  a  change  of  religion  in  his  king* 
dom,  as  he  had  began  to  do  in  his* 

But  upon  the  other  (band  the  clergy  foreseeing 
how  much  that  interview  threatened  die  downfall 
of  their  authority,  employed  the  utmost,  of  their 
skill  to  defeat  it;  for  they  told  the  king,  they 
.  were  assured  that  a  toleration  to  the  protectants 
would  be  the  least  effect  of  it.  To  dissuade  the 
king  they  used  all  the  arguments  which  they  had 
employed  upon  a  like  occasion,  "  that  his  majesty 
was  not  to  trust  to  safeconducts,  seeing  Malcolm, 
and  William  his  brother,  both  kings  of  Seotland, 
by  trusting  to  such  securities,  had  lost  their  liberty, 
and  were  made  prisoners  by  Henry  II.  of  England, 
and  carried  to  Guyenne,  where  the  English  were 
at  war  with  France,  that  he  might  oblige  them  to* 
renounce  the  old  alliance  with  that  kingdom.  The 
misfortunes  of  his  predecessor  king  James  I,  might 
teach  him  caution  and  wisdom  id  such  affairs ;  and 
if  his  uncle  had  broke  his  engagements  to  heaven, 
and  was  an  apostate  from  the  truth,  what  human 
tie  could  bind  him  ?  Those  considerations  might 
prevail  with  his  majesty  to  avoid  the  snares  of  his 
enemy :  but  if  his  uncle  should  be  so  enraged 
with  this  refusal  that  it  should  be  the  occasion  of 
a  war  with  England,  they  promised  him  as  much 
money  as  should  be  necesapry  to  defray  the 
charges  of  it ;  besides,  they  promised  to  pay  him 
yearly  thirty  thousand  crowns,  and  if  at  any  time 
his  affairs  required  more  money,  than  they  would 
willingly  contribute  as  far  as  their  revenues  would 
go  for  his  assistance :  provided  his  majesty  would 
allow  the  laws  to  be  put  in  execution  against  those 
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who  baft  scandalwtly  renounced  all  obedience  to 
the  Holy  See,  and.  despiried  ita  ordinances,  and 
now  evowedly  professed  .LutberaaiscB :  they  de- 
wed tup  majesty,  •»  the  only,  way  to  stop  the 
owne.  of  theft  growing  mischief  be  would  allow 
them,  to  seiae  t.be  goodr  and  estates  of  those  who 
should  for  the  future  be  convicted:  of  that  heresy, 
which  they  thought  would  aeeoubito  a  yearly  rent 
of  a.  bundled .  thousand  dwwmi,  whid*  they  said 
night  be  etmesed  t»  the  king's  revenue;  so  they 
hoped  bi»  mqeety  would  appoint  such  judges  at 
wesemep of  courage  and  Bceolution,  ai*d  would  go 
thr€*ugh*tiioh  w,i*h  such  a  godly  wet k." 

JIhe  k*ag  was  **  aensiUy  touched,  with  this  adu 
<kesa  frte>  lb*  clergy,  that .  he  laid  aside  aH 
tfeoegbt*  of  apt  interview  with  hi*  uncle  the  king 
of  England,  not  so  much  upon  the  account  of  the 
HWMp^y  they  offered  bbnv  aa  to  please  the  queen, 
e&o  4eebf*d»  tb*t  she  viae  averse  tp  that  journey, 
becjwaejtbe danger,  of  it  owechalanced  any  pro* 
pact  they  could  have?  of  advantage  *  she  knew  that 
the  kiqg  did  not  love  bis  uncle,  neither  could  be 
duguise  his  ertrsien,  so  feared  that  his  open  and 
frank  .temper ,  would  widen  the  breach  betwixt 
them, 

<  He  made  Sir  James  Hamilton,  bastard  brothet 
of  the  earl  of;  Arran,  judge  of  this  court  of  inqui- 
sition which  was  to  be  erected.  Tbfe  choice  mighti- 
ly pleased  the  churchmen,  because  he  was  a  declar- 
ed enemy  to  the  pretestents,  and  hi*  interests  were 
inseparable  fiom  those  of  the  clergy.  Thb  com- 
mission proved  his  ruin ;  let  the  protestants  per. 
oeiving  how  dangerou*  an  enemy  he  should  prove, 
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for  that  now  his  malice  was  armed  with  power ; 
they,  laid  a  trap  for  him  which  he  could  not  es- 
cape:   James  Hamilton,  brother  of  Mr.  Patrick 
Hamilton  who  suffered  for  the  protestant  religion, 
after  he  bad  been  a  long  time  sheriff  of  Lithgow, 
was  obliged  to  flee  from  Scotland,  because  he  was 
of  his  brother's  religion ;  when  he  had  been  a  con- 
siderable time  abroad,  he  got  liberty  from  the 
king  to  return  for  some  time  to  settle  his  affairs : 
notwithstanding  which,  he  could  not  think  he  was 
safe  whilst  Sir  James  Hamilton  was  president  of 
that  new  inquisition,  who,  though  his  near  relation, 
was  his  mortal  enemy,  because  when  be  was  sheriff, 
he  .had  given  a  cause  against  him ;  he  knew  that 
Sir  James  never  forgave  what  he  believed  was  ati 
injury,  and  would  now  colour  his  revenge  against 
his  enemies,  by  the .  all-atoning  name  of  aeal  for 
the  catholic  faith.    And  now,  seeing  an  aftergame 
was  dangerous,  this  gentleman  designed  to  he  be- 
forehand with  him,,  upon  this  he  sent  his  son  to1 
the  king,  who  was  then  in  Fifeshir*,  to  warn  him, 
that  now  there  was  great  necessity  for  his  majesty  • 
to  take  care  of  his  person,  for  Sir  James  Hamilton 
corresponded  secretly  with  the  earl  of  Angus,  and 
that  he  only  waited  for  a  convenient  time  to  put 
his  wicked  designs  in  execution ;  for  whenever  he 
could  nick  the  time  when  his  majesty  was  done, 
or  had  few  attendants,  then  he  would  enter  his 
chamber  and  assassinate  him.     The  king,'  who 
never  was  regardless  of  any  thing  that  was  propo- 
sed for  the  safety  of  his  life,  dispatched  that  young 
gentleman  to  Edinburgh,  and  gave  him  his  ring, 
which  was  well  known  to  his  ministers  as  a  token 
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of  tbe  truth  of  the  message;  he  told  them  th* 
king  ordered  James  Lermont,  his  master  of  the 
household,  James  Kirkcaldy,  tbe  treasurer,  and 
Thomas  Erskine,  master  of  requests,  to  meet  in 
the  exchequer;  that  the  young  gentleman,  tbe 
bearer,,  would  acquaint  them  with  the  treasonable 
designs  of  Sir  James  Hamilton,  which  they  were 
speedily  to  prevent* 

Those  judges,  who  could  not  dispence  with 
their  obedience  to  the  king's  positive  commands, 
went  immediately  to  Sir  James9  bouse,  where  they 
arrested  him,  and  committed  him  to  prison  in  the 
castle  of  Edinburgh,  and  in  the  mean  time  drew 
up  the  articles  6f  impeachment  against  him.  The 
churchmen  were  persuaded  that  this  accusation 
was  a  contrivance  of  the  protestants,  to  ruin  the 
inquisition,  which  began  then  to  be  bard  upon 
them;  upon  which  account  they  undertook  the 
defence  of  the  prisoner,  went  to  the  king,  and 
most  earnestly  desired  him  to  give  no  credit  to 
those  calumnies  Sir  James  was  charged  with,  who 
had  always  been  a  very  faithful  and  obedient  sub*, 
ject  to  his.  majesty.  They  most  humbly  begged 
that  he  might  be  enlarged,'  and  sent  back  to  the 
exercise  <of  his  office.  Lermont  and  Kirkcaldy, 
being  apprised  how  eagerly  the  clergy  defended 
the  prisoner's  cause,  were  mightily  troubled ;  on 
die  one  hand  they  knew  that  the  king  was  na- 
turally inclined  to  mercy,  and  was  too  much  di- 
rected by  the  counsels  of  churchmen;  oa  the 
other  hand,  they  knew  if  Sir  James  regained  his 
liberty,  he  would  never  forgive  the  affront  they 
had  done  him ;  for  he  was  a  man  of  great  interest, 
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faotio*»s,  abd  Tersrfengrful,  -and  *beir Jciowna  lone  to 
the  protectant  iieligioo,  would  give  him  the  beet 
bundle  imaginable  to  work  their  ruin. 

.  To  provide  for  their  safety,  they  went  to  the 
king,  and  enkrgcd  notao  much  upon  the  prisoner!* 
guilt*  o*  the  circumstances  of  it,  as  lipoo  his  daa- 
ge&ous  Ad  wicked  temper,  that  he  was  bold,  out. 
rageous,  and  powerful,  and  would  never  forget 
the  scandal  of  his  imprisonment,  but  would  dunk 
of  nothing  but  revenge,  if  he  were  freed  ft&ur 
prison  before  he  was  tried :.  those  bints  determined 
the  king  to  lay  aside  his  journey  to  Seatoun,  and 
to  go  to  Edinburgh.    On  the  day  appointed  for 
the  trial,  the  king  came  to  the  court  of  justice 
and  oat  there  in  person  ;  the  prisoner  was  brought 
to  the  bar,  and  had  liberty  to  make  his  defence  in 
the  most  full  manner  be  could;  after  this  the  king 
went  out  of  the  court,  probably  to  shun  any  pe- 
titions that  might  be  made, aor  his  life,  or  lest  bis 
presence  might  binder  the  ;  judges  from  flpeakiag 
their  ^nurids  freely,  seeing  at'  was  a  matter  that 
concerned  the  safety  df  his  own  person:   he  or-, 
dared  4he  judges  to.  continue  /the  trial  till  it  was 
ended,  and  told  tfaem  he  gave  them  all  power  to 
do  justice  aocordiag  .to  Iheir  consckncea,  and  to 
the  laws  of  the  kingdom:  isoupon  thejproof  of 
the  articles. of  impeachment  Sir  James  was  found 
guilty,  and  was  condemned  to  be  banged  .and 
quartered,  and  his.  quarters  to  be  fixed  upon  the 
gates  of  the  city.    Tew  lamented  his  death  ex- 
cept .bis.  relations ;   for  his  actions  had  procured 
vary  many  enemies,  because  he  stuck  at  nothing 
to  advance  his  own  interest. 
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From  that  time  Acre  was  an  intire  change  in 
the  temper  and  nature  of  the  king,  so  that  all  at 
once  he  became  morose  and  chagrin  to  that  de- 
gree, that  he;  was  uneasy  both  to  himself  and 
others ;  he  was  displeased  with  every  thing,  and 
abandoned  himself  so  much  to  melancholy,  that 
he  avoided  all  recreations:  but  any  scandalous 
discourse  that  concerned  the  nobility,  was  the  only  , 
conversation  that  pleased  him* 

The  cause  which  was  assigned  for  this  melan- 
choly of  his,  was  his  superstitious  observance  of 
dreams,  which  he  always  explained  to  be  the  pre- 
sages of  some  future  dismal  event.  "  It  is  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  misfortunes  of  mankind,  who, 
for  unaccountable  apprehensions,  torment  them- 
selves with  what  is  past,  are  perplexed  for  what  is 
to  come,  and  not  satisfied  with  their  present 
troubles,  make  use  of  the  night,  which  was  de^-  . 
signed  for.  their  rest,  to  increase  their  misery,  and 
to  afford  them  new  materials  of  affliction." 

Amongst  all  his  dreams,  none  tormented  him 
more  thfcn  this;  he  dreamed,  the  night  after  the 
execution  of  Sir  James  Hamilton,  that  he  entered 
bis  chamber,  and  with  a  sword  cut  off  his  two 
arms,  and  threatened  he  would  return  and  take 
away  the  remains  of  his  life ;  upon  which  he  dis- 
appeared. The  king  awakened  in  a  great  sur- 
prise, continued  thoughtful,  and  was  persuaded 
that  that  dream  which  he  could  not  get  out  of  his 
bead,  was  an  omen  of  something  very  afflicting, 
which  was  very  near  at  hand ;  this  he  found  tdo 
true,  for  not  long  after,  he  had  the  sad  news  that 
O 
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both  bis  sons  died  tbe  same  day,  and  tbe  same 
hour,  the  eldest  at  St.  Andrews,  and  tbe  other  at 
Stirling.  This  was  a  very  great  loss,  but  he  bore 
it  patiently,  because  the  queen  was  then-  with 
child,  who  dissembled  the  sense  she  had  of  that 
affliction,  and  endeavoured  by  all  means  to  comfort 
the  king,  whom  she  endeavoured  to  dissuade  from 
having  such  a  regard  to  dreams,  which  above  all 
things  impaired  his  health  ;  for  that  end  she  em- 
ployed the  assistance  of  two  learned  divines  and 
philosophers  who  were  then  at  court,  if  possibly 
by  argument  tbey  could  cure  the  wounded  imar 
gination  of  the  king,  and  persuade  him  that 
dreams  are  nothing  but  delusions.  When  the 
question  was  stated,  whether  we  ought  to  give 
any  faith  to  dreams  or  not,  they  were  not  .both  of 
tbe  same  opinion : 

One  of  them  said,  "  that  God  by  dreams  used 
to  give  men  notices  of  what  was  to  come,  and 
though  sometimes  they  appear  very  obscure  and 
unintelligible,  yet  the  event,  which  is  the  best 
commentary  upon  them,  discovers  their  truth; 
dreams  are  generally  big  with  mysteries,  the  un- 
folding of  which  belongs  only  to  those,  to  whom 
heaven  has  imparted  that  gift;  and  if  any  ob- 
ject that  they  are  frequently  false,  that  mis- 
take proceeds  from  our  ignorance  of  them,  and 
frequently  because  persons  who  are  unacquaint- 
ed with  such  high  secrets,  undertake  to  ex- 
plain them  :  besides,  that  God  for  very  wise  rea- 
sons reveals  himself  to  mankind  during  their  sleep, 
because  then  the  soul  is  most  free  from  the  noise, 
hurry,  and  confusion  of  the  senses ;  and  as  that 
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time  is  most  susceptible  of  his  holy  inspirations, 
as  the  scriptures*  informs  us  in  the  case  of  Abime- 
lech,  Laban,  Judas  Machabeus,  Nebuchadnezar, 
St.  John,  the  three  Wise  Men,  and  others  who 
were  all  instructed  from  above  in  dreams:  like- 
wise those  surprising  arts  which  Bezaleel  and  Aho- 
liab  excelled  in,  were  more  frequently  infused 
into  them  when  asleep,  than  when  they  were 
awake." 

The  other  learned  man  on  the  contrary  main- 
tained, "  that  it  was  only  an  error  of  an  old  date 
that  had  seduced  several  great  men,  to  believe 
that  dreams  contained  any  heavenly  mystery,  see- 
ing they  were  to  be  accounted  for  in  a  natural 
way ;  for  they  had  their  rise  partly  from  the  con- 
stitution of  men,  and  partly  from  the  active  nature 
of  men's  spirits,  even  in  the  time  of  rest,  when 
they  cannot  use  the  senses  and  organs  of  the  body, 
which  are  then  fast  bound  up  by  sleep :  the  mind 
is  obliged  to  sport  itself  in  the  imagination,  where 
there  is  a  medley  of  ideas  relating  to  different  ob- 
jects, by  the  blending  of  which  together,  it  creates 
chimeras  that  never  did  exist,  and  are  impossible 
ever  to  be ;  and  sometimes  the  soul  diverts  itself 
in  the  memory,  where  are  imprinted  the  ideas  of 
things  that  have  struck  our  senses,  or  the  traces  of 
things  which  we  have  done,  or  design  to  do ;  if 
the  mind  happen  then  to  be  in  any  violent  passion, 
the  ideas  of  the  imagination  are  jumbled  with 
those  of  the  memory ;  the  dreams  which  proceed 
from  such  a  confusion  are  incapable  of  any  mean- 
ing; so  it  is  profane  to  attribute  them  to  the  holy 
spirit.  How  foolish  is  it  to  imagine  that  our 
2 
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dreams  are  more  capable  of  infallibility  and  inter- 
course with  heaven,  than  our  thoughts  when  we 
are  awake,  which  are  frequently  then  engaged  in 
deep  and  rational  meditations?  How  unworthy 
of  God  is  it  to  fancy  he  is  the  author  of  dreams* 
and  that  by  them  he  warns,  us  of  things  that  are 
to  come,  when  of  a  hundred  thousand  of  them  we 
shall  scarcely  find  one  that  can  have  any  meaning 
at  all ;  the  rest  are  only  chimeras  which  have  no 
signification  :  this  would  prove  quite  otherwise,  if 
they  were  from  God,  who  never  does  any  thing 
in  vain ;  for  all  his  gifts  answer  the  ends  they 
were  designed  for;  so  those  inspirations  which 
proceed  from  the  omniscience  of  God,  must  of 
necessity  be  intelligible :  for  God,  who  is  infallible, 
never  produces  effects  contrary  to  his  own  perfec- 
tions. How  ridiculous  is  it  to  imagine,  th&t  God, 
who  is  light,  truth,  and  order,  is  the  author  of 
dreams  which  are  full  of  obscurity,  lies,  and  confu- 
sion ?  In  vain  it  is  to  support  that  opinion  from 
the  authority  of  the  holy  scriptures,  seeing  it  is 
expressly  forbidden  in  Leviticus  to  observe  dreams ; 
further,  a  regard  to  dreams  and  vain  delusions 
has  been  the  occasion  of  the  miscarriage  of  many 
actions.  He  owned  that  great  secrets  had  been 
discovered  in  the  night  by  revelation,  which  is  the 
peculiar  favour  of  God,  but  not  at  all  by  dreams, 
which  have  nothing  to  do  with  inspiration ;  that 
it  was  an  improper  way  of  speaking  to  call  those 
vinous  in  the  night  which  appeared  to  Abimelech, 
Solomon,  and  other  holy  persons,  by  the  name  of 
dreams,  seeing  the  former  are  prophecies  full  of 
high  and  holy  mysteries:    in  fine,  it  was  great 
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weakness  to  be  moved  by  dreams,  or  to  give  any 
credit  to  them." 

The  king  listened  to  .this  discourse  with  great 
attention ;  but  when  he  compared  his  dream  with 
the  loss  of  two  sons  which  followed  upon  it,  and 
whom  he  thought  were  represented  by  his  two 
arms,  nothing  could  hinder  him  from  believing 
them. 

At  this  time  there  was  neither  certain  peace,  nor 
open  war,  betwixt  England  and  Scotland;  for 
Henry  VIII.  was  enraged  to  see  that  his  nephew 
slighted  him,  this  made  him  give  secret  orders  to 
his  garrisons  on  the  frontiers  to  make  inroads 
upon  Scotland ;  when  king  James  saw  that  such 
grievances  and  injuries  were  not  at  all  redressed, 
he  began  to  review  his  troops,  because  he  was  as- 
sured that  in  a  little  time  a  war  would  begin  be- 
twixt the  two  kingdoms :  upon  which  he  made  the 
earl  of  Murray,  his  bastard  brother,  lieutenant- 
general  of  his  army,  and  gave  all  the  necessary 
orders  for  putting  a  stop  to  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy.  In  the  mean  time,  whilst  both  kings 
were  making  preparations  for  war,  king  James 
desired  by  fair  means  to  compose  the  differences 
between  his  uncle  and  himself:  for  that  end  he 
sent  James  Lermont  to  wait  upon  king  Henry 
at  Newcastle,  to  excuse  his  not  coming  to  York, 
according  to  his  uncle's  desire,  because  then  the 
circumstances  of  his  affairs  were  such,  that  it  was 
not  safe  for  him  to  leave  his  kingdom ;  that  there 
was  no  reason  why  the  king  of  England  should 
be  angry  with  him  upon  .that  account;  that  it 
was  unjust  for  him  to  suffer  his  army,  even  in  the 
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time  of  peace,  to  invade  his  kingdom,  and  lay  bis 
subjects  under  contribution,  and 'besides  to  treat 
them  with  all  possible  cruelty.  Mr.  Lermont  was 
Jo  ask  reparation  for  those  wrongs. 

During  Mr.  Lermont's  absence,  the  king  or- 
dered George  Gordon,  earl  of  Huntly,  to  the 
frontiers  with  a  squadron  of  light  horse,  to  op- 
pose the  English  army  if  they  entered  Scotland ; 
but  he  did  nothing  that  was  considerable,  because 
he  was  very  far  inferior  to  the  enemy  in  number, 
whose  forces  increased  daily.  The  English,  in 
the  view  of  Huntly,  marched  towards  Jedburgh 
to  take  it  by  assault,  where  they  expected  good 
plunder ;  but  the  earl  of  Hume,  who  had  raised 
four  hundred  horse  in  great  baste,  opposed  their 
march,  and  disputed  every  foot  of  ground  with 
them ;  and  after  a  bloody  fight  of  three  hours, 
Hume's  party  perceiving  Huntly's  troops  riding 
up  to  them,  thought  they  were  coming  to  reinforce 
the  English  army,  upon  which  they  retired  in 
good  order,  with  the  loss  of  few  of  their  men,  but 
several  were  taken.  All  this  time  Henry  VIII. 
amused  Lermont  with  promises  that  he  would 
give  full  contentment  to  his  nephew  till  his  army 
was  ready  to  march,  which  he  ordered  Lermont 
to  accompany  to  Scotland,  lest  otherwise  he  might 
give  warning  to  his  master,  whom  he  designed  to 
surprise  before  he  was  prepared  to  encounter  him. 

When,  the  king  was  informed  of  the  march  of 
his  enemies,  not  being  then  ready  to  take  the  field, 
to  gain  time,  he  sent  John  Areskine  to  York,  to 
the  duke  of  Norfolk,  who  was  lieutenant-general 
of  king  Henry's  army,  to  demand  the  reasons  of 
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that  invasion;  that  if  he  had  done  any  injustice 
to  the  king  of  England  he  was  willing  to  make  re* 
paration,  seeing  war  would  he  to  both  their  losses. 
The  duke  detained  Areskine  till  his  army  came  to 
Berwick,  and  would  not  suffer  him  to  go  to  Scot* 
land,  though  Areskine  saw  there  was  no  hopes  of 
peace,  he  got  no  positive  answer  from  the  duke : 
the  design  of  this  was,  that  king  James*  expecting 
peace,  might  not  be  in  readiness  to  resist  him 
when  he  entered  Scotland.  The  king  being  in- 
formed by  his  scouts,  that  the  English  army  was 
within  fifteen  miles  of  the  borders,  he  encamped 
the  body  of  his  army  near  Falla-church,  and  or- 
dered the  earl  of  Huntly  to  march  before  with 
a  thousand  men  to  meet  them ;  but  he  did  nothing 
that  was  remarkable. 

Though  the  Scotch  army  was  outnumbered  by 
the  English,  yet  the  king  sought  all  occasions  to 
bring  it  to  a  battle ;  but  could  not  persuade  his 
nobility  to  be  willing,  which  highly  enraged  him, 
and  to  gain,  if  possible,  upon  them,  he  made  the 
following  speech : 

"  Shall  it  ever  be  said  that  the  nobility  of  Scot* 
land  have  abandoned  the  service  of  their  king  in 
the  sight  of  the  enemy,  and  when  the  two  armies 
were  ready  to  engage  ?  Is  it  possible  that  you 
who  have  courted  opportunities  to  show  your  bra- 
very, that  you  now  shall  lose  this  occasion  which 
offers,  where  you  may  purchase  new  laurels  ?  How 
unlike  are  you  to  those  brave  warriors  your  pre- 
decessors, whose  arms  and  names  you  bear,  who 
were  regardless  of  their  lives  when  honour  and 
the  defence  of  their  country  invited  them  to  war  ! 
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If  the  danger  of  your  king  is  not  argument  enough 
to  persuade  you,  let  the  safety  of  your  native  coun- 
try move  you,  which  is  in  danger  of  suffering  all 
the  inconveniencies  of  being  made  the  seat  of  the 
war,  seeing  your  birth,  your  wives,  and  children, 
oblige  you  to  spend  your  blood  in  their  defence : 
what  have  you  to  fear  from  the  English  army 
which  is  marching  against  you,  seeing  they  are 
only  new  levied  men,  and  undisciplined,  which  I 
could  undertake  to  disperse  with  those  of  my 
household  ?  but  I  am  more  afraid  of  those  amongst 
you,  who  are  not  determined,  as  yet,  if  they  shall 
assist  me  in  the  time  of  the  engagement ;  you 
ought  to  remember  it  was  always  a  fixed  principle 
with  your  worthy  ancestors,  That  life  is  a  punish- 
ment to  those  who  have  lost  their  honour.  Rouse 
then  your  courage,  and  suffer  not  victory  to  es- 
cape us,  which  shall  certainly  be  ours,  if  you  dis- 
cover any  bravery  at  all  upon  this  occasion  ;  other- 
wise I  shall  publish  your  ingratitude,  and  leave  it 
to  posterity  to  judge,  whither  cowardice  or  treason 
has  the  greatest  share  in  your  thus  deserting  the 
service  of  your  king." 

The  king  could  not  moderate  his  wrath,  though 
many  of  the  nobility  represented,  "  that  they  had 
acquired  reputation  enough,  in  that  with  so  small 
a  force,  and  levied  in  such  haste,  they  had  stopt 
the  progress  of  their  enemies  powerful  and  nu- 
merous army,  which  had  been  so  long  a  preparing, 
and  which  designed  no  less  than  to  overrun  the* 
whole  country,  which  though  it  had  been  eight 
days  on  the  frontiers,  yet  never  durst  advance  one 
mUe  within  it ;    they  were  not  sensible  that  they 
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had  degenerated  from  the  valour  and  merit  of 
4heir  forefathers,  and  should  never  give  occasion 
to  the  king  either  to  doubt  of  their  courage  or  fi- 
delity. But  they  desired  his  majesty  to  consider 
how  dangerous  it  would  be,  both  for  his  person, 
and  kingdom,  to  hazard  a  battle  at  such  an  unfit 
time;  he  ought  to  remember  Flodden  Field, 
where  rashness  contributed  more  thap  any  thing 
to  the  defeat,  and  lost  the  life  of  his  father,  and 
exposed  their  country  to  the  mercy  of  his  enemy : 
if  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  listen  to  the 
advice  of  his  faithful  servants,  and  would  suffer 
his  affairs  to  be  managed  wkh  patience,  they  could 
promise  him  a  sure  victory." 

It  soon  appeared,  that  the  advice  of  the  nobility 
was  very  fit  at  that  time;  for  the  duke  of  Nor* 
folk  leaving  Berwick,  had  entered  Scotland,  and 
crossed  the  river  Tweed  at  Kelso,  and  did  not 
think  there  was  any  Scotch  army  to  oppose  his 
march ;  but  when  news  came  to  his  camp,  that 
king  James  wits  not  six  miles  distant  from  him, 
with  a  considerable  army,  and  designed  to  give 
him  battle,  this  unexpected  account  of  matters  so 
terrified  his  soldiers,  a  great  part  of  which  followed 
more  upon  the  account  of  plunder  than  for  fight- 
ing, that  they  repassed  the  river  in  great  disorder, 
leaving  behind  them  their  arms  and  baggage,  and 
returned  to  their  houses.  Huntly,  who  knew  of 
this,  made  no  advantage  of  that  disorder,  and  did 
not  pursue  them ;  so  from  that  time  the  king  hated 
him.  The  lord  Maxwell,  who  earnestly  desired 
to  recover  in  the  king's  mind  a  good  opinion  of  his 
nobility,  came  and  proposed  to  bis  majesty,  That 
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if  be  would  give  him  the  command  of  ten  thou* 
sand  men,  he  would  enter  England  by  the  way  of 
Sol  way,  which  diversion  would  divide  their  enemy's 
force,  and  doubted  not  but  he  should  do  some 
action  that  should  please  his  majesty.  This  de- 
sign was  very  like  to  turn  to  a  good  account,  if  it 
had  not  been  ruined  by  the  king's  implacable  aver- 
3ion  to  the  nobility :  for  the  king,  after  he  gave 
the  command  to  Maxwell,  a  wise  and  experienced 
general,  who  detached  a  body  of  ten  thousand 
men  from  the  army,  he  then  gave  also  a  secret 
commission  in  writing  to  a  young  gentleman, 
called  Oliver  St.  Clare,  of  no  great  family,  and 
above  all,  who  had  no  experience  in  any  such 
matters,  which  strictly  commanded  all  the  army 
to  acknowledge  him  for  the  king's  lieutenant- 
general,  which  commission  Oliver  was  not  to  open 
till  the  two  armies  was  about  to  engage ;  hjg  de- 
sign in  this  was,  That  if  that  army  routed  the 
English,  the  nobility  might  pretend  no  share  in 
the  victory,  whose  pride  above  all  things  be  de- 
sired to  mortify.  Maxwell  passed  the  Solway, 
and  was  about  to  enter9  England,  when  there  ap- 
peared on  the  top  of  a  hill  about  one  thousand 
five  hundred  of  the  enemy's  horse,  about  two  miles 
from  his  army,  and  was  then  about  to  pursue 
them,  when  St.  Clare,  according  to  the  king's  or- 
ders, is  presently  mounted  on  crossed  pikes,  that 
he  might  be  seen  by  the  army,  and  has  his  com- 
mission read  with  a  loud  voice :  this  unexpected 
turn  of  affairs,  provoked  all  the  soldiers  so  much, 
and  especially  Maxwell,  that  immediately  they 
broke  their  ranks,  and  refused  to  obey  the  new 
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general;  so  confusion  now  prevailed  instead  of 
their  former  good  order.  The  enemy  perceiving 
this,  improved  it  to  their  own  advantage,  and 
were  resolved  to  attack  them  immediately  whilst 
in  disorder,  before  they  were  determined  either  to 
fight  or  retire;  they  charged  them  with  great 
fury  and  a  loud  cry,  whilst  their  suttlers,  baggage, 
and  servants,  horse  and  foot  were  all  mixed  to- 
gether: few  soldiers  were  killed  in  this  encounter, 
but  many  were  made  prisoners.  The  news  of  this 
scandalous  defeat  when  brought  to  the  king,  who. 
was  near  at  hand,  almost  distracted  him ;  some- 
times his  thoughts  was  full  of  nothing  but  revenge 
against  those  who  would  not  acknowledge  St. 
Clare  their  general ;  at  another  time  he  was  racked 
with  indignation  and  shame  for  that  scandalous 
misfortune,  and  resolved. to  levy  a  new  army,  and 
either  to  rout  his  enemies,  or  to  lose  his  life. 

But  the  prudent  queen,  who  perceived  that  the 
king  was  distempered  with  melancholy  and  chagrin, 
and  that  the  present  bad  posture  of  affairs  required 
a  peace,  she  procured  a  truce  by  the  mediation  of 
the  earl  of  Angus,  who  for  that  good  service  had 
liberty  granted  him  to  return  into  Scotland. 

Upon  the  disbanding  of  the  army  the  king 
came  to  Stirling,  whither  the  queen  came  also, 
and  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  daughter  called  Mary, 
who  was  queen  of  Scotland  after  her  father's 
death ;  this  was  a  considerable  comfort  to  them 
in  their  late  troubles :  but  the  long  watchings,  the 
constant  perturbation  of  mind,  and  grief  which  he 
bad  suffered  for  about  four  months,  had  so  weak- 
ened the  king,  that  at  length  he  was  taken  with  a 
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loss  of  appetite,  which  hindered  from  taking  any 
nourishment,  and  that  occasioned  his  death. 

He  was  a  comely  prince,  of  an  ordinary  stature, 
but  strong  to  a  wonder ;  he  was  naturally  a  man 
of  great  abilities,  of  a  penetrating  judgement,  and 
had  made  a  greater  figure  in  the  world,  if  those 
gifts  of  nature  had  been  cultivated  by  a  good  edu- 
cation; but  it  was  the  unhappiness  of  that  time,  that 
learning  was  thought  unbecoming  a  great  man : 
he  was  gracious,  a  lover  of  justice,,  and  punished 
thieves  severely ;  he  could  endurt  much  fatigue, and 
suffer  trouble  witK  a  great  evenness  of  temper ; 
the  poor  had  as  easy  access  to  him  as  the  great ;  but 
withal  he  was  very  much  given  to  his  pleasures. 

Thus  died  king  James,  the  fifth  of  that  name, 
December  30th,  1541,  more  by  grief  than  sickness, 
being  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,  about  thirty  years 
of  age,  after  he  had  reigned  twenty-eight  years. 
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THE  subject  of  the  following  book  may  posdr- 
bly  appear  a  little  too  confined  to  the  mbst  part 
of  readers,  in  regard  the  affaire  of  private  families 
can  be  of  so  very  little  concern  to  the  public ;  and 
besides,  genealogies  themselves  are  commonly  reck- 
oned so  dry  and  tasteless  a  thing,  that  very  .few 
people  think  it  worth  while  to  be  at  much  pain* 
about  them.      It  is  not  my  design  to  answer  all 
the  arguments  may  be  urged  on  this  head.     I  per- 
suade myself,  no  man  thinks  it  lost  labour  to  in- 
quire into  the  descent  of  princes,  and  bther  emin- 
ent personages ;  and  Why  should  it  be  looked  on 
as  altogether  unnecessary  to  know  that  of  private 
families,  especially  when  they  have  produced  per- 
sons of  extraordinary  characters  and  reputation  in/ 
the  world  ?    The  public  historians  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  know  any  thing  of  such  minute  passage!, 
without  the  help  of  such  private  memorials ;  and 
therefore  it  is  necessary,  that  tome  or  other  should 
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take  upon  them  that  lower  employment,  of  gather- 
ing together  the  materials,  that  may  be  serviceable 
to  the  higher  order  of  writers.  Instead,  therefore, 
of  incurring  censure  for  the  choice  of  my  subject, 
I  ought  rather  to  have  the  thanks  of  my  readers, 
for  not  going  out  of  my  depth,  by  undertaking 
what  I  had  not  sufficient  abilities  for. 

None  of  my  readers  need  be  afraid  of  being  im- 
posed upon  in  my  management  of  this  work.  For 
though,  indeed,  in  some  cases,  where  authentic 
records  could  not  be  had,  I  have  been  obliged  to 
take  up  with  the  best  attested,  and  most  generally 
received,  traditional  accounts;  yet  for  the  most 
part  I  am  supported  in  what  I  say,  by  ancient 
charters  of  uncontested  authority.  And  besides, 
whenever  I  am  obliged  to  make  use. of  tsadition, 
I  always  advertise  my  reader  of  it ;  and  giving 
him  the  most  probable  account  to  confirm  my  own 
opinion,  leave  him  to  make  what  judgment  he 
pleaseth  himself  upon  ttje  matter. 

In  the  Account  of  the  Highland  Clans,  the 
curious  will  find  something  that  has  not  yet  been 
touched  upon  by  any  of  our  writers,  and  which 
may  be  agreeable  to  such, as  are  fond  of  our  Scot- 
tish ,  antiquities ;  there  being  not  only  an  abstract 
of  ajl  that  our  historians  have  delivered  unto  us 
on  that  subject,  but  also  all  the  old  uncontrovert- 
ed  traditions  we  have  among  us  relating  thereto, 
which,  though  they  canpot  be  vouched  by  written 
authorities,  yet  it  would  be  overgreat  incredulity 
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to  pay  do  iBairoer  of  fegsrd  fb  Hum?  eaprthdiy 
since  We  have  for'  the  wort  part  w  better  doefr* 
mente  for  the  origm  rf  moBt  natter  iri  Europe.    ' 

The  Family  of  Bochaha*  has  had  the  bonoa* 
to  produce  a  great  many  person^  that  make  a  very 
considerable  figure  in  our  history ;  and  as  it  is 1M 
tural  for  us  td  be  curious  about  the  smallest  cii«- 
cumstanbes  relating  to  great  men,  those  dP  Alt 
temper  will  here  find  what  in  a  great  measure  may 
serve  to  gratify  audi  their  curiosity.  Besides,  this 
family  is  now  grown  so  very  numerous*  that  if 
cannot  but  be  of  very  great  use  to  those  of  the 
name,  or  that  are  any  way  allied  to  it*  to  havfe  a 
full  and  distinct  accourit  of  its  affairs*  So  thai 
though  perhaps  this  treatise  may  not  be  of  suth 
general  use,  yet  it  will  at  least  serve  them  for  whom 
J  principally  intended  it,  to  wit,  those  oP  the  name 
and  family  of  Buchanan. 

In  giving  an  account  of  the  family  of  Buchanan, 
I  have  been  very  exact  in  looking  over  the  writings 
belonging  to  it,  now  in  the  hands  of  his  grace  the 
duke  of  Montrose,  frhich  the  laird  of  Gorthy  *as 
pleased  to  supply  me  with.  This  account,  though 
a  great  many  documents  are  lost,  has  beeki of  con- 
siderable use  to  me :  as  has  also  the  tree  of  the 
family  of  Buchanan  ill  Lenny's  bands*  which  though 
a  great  part  of  it  is  cut  off,  and  some  of  it  contra* 
dictory  to  more  certain  evidents,  yet  is  in  the  maim 
a  very  valuable  piece  of  antiquity;  I  have  had 
also  the  perusal  of  all  the  writings  in  the  hands  of 
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theBudwnansof  DrumikilI,'Lenny,  Carbeth,  SpiU 
t^  Auchneiven  and  Gartinstarry,  which  though 
very  distinct  yet  would  not  have  been  full  enough, 
had  I  not  obtained  an  ancient  chartulary  among 
the  Fefcords  of  Dunbartonshire,  containing  the 
whole  progress  xx£  the  earls  of  Lennox  and  their 
vassals/  from  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king 
Alexander  the  second,  anno  1214,  till  the  latter 
end  Of  king  Robert  the  third's  reign,  which  has 
been  of  singular  service  to  me.  The  chartulary 
of  Paisley  has  also  furnished  me  with  several 
things  very  useful  for  my  purpose. 

Some  people,  indeed,  of  the  name  of  Buchanan, 
from  what  inducement  I  will  not  pretend  to  de- 
termine, have  been  pleased  to  refuse  me  the  neces- 
sary helps  for  giving  an  account  of  their  families :. 
if  I  have  therefore  been  any  ways  defective  in  what 
relates  to  them,  they  have  none  but  themselves  to 
blame  for  it,  who  have  deprived  me  of  the  means 
whereby  I  can  do  them  justice,  which  was  my  sole 
intention  in  undertaking  this  work. 

I  do  .not  think  myself  obliged  to  make  any 
apology  for  the  style  of  the  ensuing  sheets.  The 
subject  of  them  exclude  every  thing  of  labour  and 
elegance.  All  that  can  be  looked  for  in  them  is 
plainness  and  perspicuity,,  both  which  it  has  been 
my  greatest  pains  to  endeavour  after.  If  I  have 
succeeded,  so  as  to  satisfy  those  for  whom  I  chiefly 
intended  these  sheets,  I  am  content,  and  shall  de- 
sire no  other  reward  for  my  labours,  than  that 
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they  will  charitably  excuse  whatever  errors  I  may 
have  fallen  into,  on  account  of  ,the  sincerity  and 
honesty  of  my  intentions,  I  submit  the  whole  to 
the  candid  reader,  and  shall  no  longer  detain  him 
from  the  perusal  of  the  work. 
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INTENDING  to  give  an  account  of  the  origin 
of  some  of  the  most  considerable  clans  in  Scotland, 
I  think  it  necessary  to  advertise  the  readers  in  the 
entry,  that  they  are  not  to  expect  such  distinct  and 
well  vouched  relations  of  things  transacted  at  so 
great  a  distance  of  time,  as  in  matters  of  more  re- 
cent memory*  The  history  of  all  nations  and  peo- 
ple in  their  origin  depends  upon  the  authority  of 
immemorial  tradition,  which  if  it  be  not  a  good 
one,  is  at  least  the  only  one  can  be  obtained  in  all 
such  cases.  I  have  therefore  made  use  of  it  in  the 
ensuing  treatise,  wherever  more  authentic  docu- 
ments were  wanting,  and  when  other  circumstances 
give  the  strength  of  probability  to  the  traditional 
accounts. 

The  existence  of  any  surnames  as  now  used  be- 
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fore  the  reign  of  king  Malcolm  Canmore,  which 
commenced  in  the  year  1057,  is  vigorously  con- 
troverted by  a  great  many  of  this  age ;  and  that 
the  first  surnames  which  commenced  in,  or  shortly 
after  that  reign,  were  local  surnames,  or  these  de- 
nominated from  the  lands  first  acquired  by  the  as- 
sumers  of  these  surnames.  This  supposition,  upon 
due  examination,  will  be  found  of  no  great  weight, 
if  the  least  regard  be  had  to  our  public  histories, 
and  some  other  records ;  there  being  no  designation 
more  frequently  mentioned  in  our  histories  than 
that  of  Phylarchae,  or  chieftains  of  tribes,  which  in 
all  rational  probability  can  admit  of  no  other  con- 
struction than  chiefs  of  surnames  or  clans,  agreea- 
ble to  those  of  that  station  in  these  modern  ages. 
It  is  very  absurd  to  assert,  that  there  were  chief- 
tains of  tribes  in  these  times,  and  yet  allow  them 
no  tribes  to  be  chieftains  of;  which  is  the  same 
thing  in  effect  as  to  call  one  by  the  name  of  a  king, 
and  yet  allow  him  to  have  no  kingdom ;  or  to 
speak  of  a  general,  and  at  the  same  time  deny 
him  any  soldiers.  Though  it  may  be  urged  against 
this  assertion,  that  these  Phylarchae,  were  the 
king's  governors  of  provinces,  inhabited  by  tribes 
of  different  denominations ;  yet  this  is  no  way 
probable,  it  being  evident  from  our  history,  that 
in  the  reign  of  king  Eugenius  VIII.  about  the 
year  740,  Murdoc  was  governor  of  the  province  of 
GalldWay,  and  in  the  reign  of  king  Solvatheus, 
anno  770,  Cullan  governor  of  Argyll,  and  Duchal 
governor  of  Athole.  AH  these  being  designed  by 
the  particular  provinces  governed  by  them,  and 
/existing  in  the  same  ages,  that  the  Phylarchae  were 
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not  only  existing,  but  in  their  full  splendour,  as 
they  continued  for  many  ages  thereafter,  and  of  a 
quite  different  office  and  designation,  sufficiently 
demonstrates  the  Phylarchae  to  have  teen  different 
from  the  governors  of  provinces.    Nor  could  these 
have  been  governors,  or  captains  of  the  two  or  three 
tribes  of  the  Brigantes  and  Silures,  to  which  by 
some  the  Iceni  are  added,  into  which  the  Scottish 
people  were  in  ancient  times  divided,  in  regard  the 
Phylarchae  are  said  to  be  very  numerous,  being 
councillors  in  civil,  and  captains  in  martial  affairs 
under  our  Scottish  kings.     Whereas,  if  there  had 
only  been  captains  of  these  tribes,  their  number 
had  been  no  more  than  three,  which  is  highly  im- 
probable, and  the  more  so,  in  regard  only  the  first 
of  these  three  tribes  is  mentioned,  or  applied  or- 
dinarily to  the  Scots,  by  any  unexceptionable  au- 
thors.    Much  less  are  we  to  rely  on  these  newly 
invented  fictitious  names  of  Gadeni,   Novantes, 
L>adeni,  and  such  like  names  of  tribes  assigned  to 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  each  province,  or  shire 
in  this  kingdom,  to  be  met  with  in  diver?,  espe- 
cially of  our  modern  writers,  none  of  which  hath 
the  least  signification  in,  or  affinity  with,  the  un- 
deniable native  language  used  by  those  to  whom 
these  terms  are  given;    whereas  the  term  of  Ga- 
thelians,  denoting  their  origin,  and  Albinich,  im- 
porting their  country,  though  far  more  ancient 
terms  than  any  of  the  other,  are  as  yet  in  the  na- 
tive, language  retained  by  the  progeny  of  the  an- 
cient Scots.   So  that  it  may  be  presumed  the  above 
names  of  the  several  tribes  had  not  been  so  wholly 
disused,  had  the  same  ever  been  really  in  use,  or 
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of  any  import  in  their  language ;  these  terms  t 
ing  to  have  been  invented  by  such  as  had  little 
knowledge  of  the  language,  and  other  circumstan- 
ces of  those  to  whom  they  assigned  them,  and  there- 
fore no  great  reason  to  assign  die  Phylarohae  who 
had  a  real  existence  to  these  tribes,  which  in  all 
appearance  had  no  other  than  a  fictitious  one. 

Nor  can  it  be  well  imagined  with  what  show  of 
reason  it  can  be 'denied,  that  the  ancient  Scots  were 
composed  of  divers  surnames  in  common  with 
other  nations,  such  as  the  Grecians,  who,  though 
called  by  the  general  denomination  of  Grecians, 
and  more  particularly  by  their  several  provinces,  as 
Beatians,  Spartans,  fee.  yet  at  the  same  time  sur- 
names were  in  use  among  them ;  as  the  Heraclidse, 
from  their  progenitor  Hercules;  Pelopidse from 
telops ;  Mirmidons,  so  denominated  from  their 
frugality  or  labariousness.  Abo  among  the  Bo- 
mans  distinct  surnames  were  no  less  frequent  than 
among  the  former;  as  the  Fabii  from  their  ances* 
tor  Fabius;  the  Manlii  Torquati  denominated 
from  their  ancestor  Manlius  Torquatus.  Among 
the  English  the  ancestor  of  the  surname  of  Piercy, 
ancient  earls  of  Northumberland,  obtained  that 
surname  upon  account  of  their  ancestor's  piercing 
king  Malcolm  III.'s  eye  with  a  spear  at  Alnwick* 
Also  the  Turnbulls  in  Scotland  are  said  to  have 
first  got  that  surname  from  one  of  their  ancestors 
turning  of  a  mad  bull,  which  made  an  attempt 
upon  king  Robert  I.  Nor  were  surnames  in  these 
more  ancient  times  only  used  among  the  more 
polite  nations*  but  also  among  the  more  bar- 
barous;  as  the  Acmenids*  among  the  Persians ; 
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Arsacidse  among  the  Parthians,  and  so  in  general 
among  most  of  the  known  world.     And  it  is  very 
remarkable,  that  notwithstanding  of  the  various 
revolutions,  and  grand  mutations  which  have  fallen 
upon  the  country  and  people  of  Italy,  since  the 
declination,  at  least  extinction  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire,  yet  some  remainder  of  the  ancient  surnames 
with  little  variation  continue  as  yet  in  that  country ; 
as  some  of  the  Vitellii,  of  which  family  wa$  Aulus 
Vitellius,  a  Roman  emperor.     And  we  find  Chia- 
pinius  Vitellius,  a  principal  officer  under  the  prince 
of  Parma  in  the  wars  of  Flanders,  not  much  above 
an  age-  ago,  being  of  that  ancient  surname.  "The 
Irish  also  contend  in  their  histories,  that  they  can 
carry  down  the  descent  of  the  O'Neills,  O'Donnells, 
CLauchlins,   O'Brians,   MacRories,  and  others, 
termed  by  them  the  Milesian  progeny,  from  certain 
sons  of  Milesius  king  of  Spain,  being  captain  of  the 
first  colonel  of  Gathelians,  or  Scots,  which  from 
Spain  first  arrived,  and  settled  in  Ireland. 
•  The  Welch,  and  some  English  writers  assert, 
that  the  ancestor  of  the  surname  of  Tudor,  of 
which  was  king  Henry  VII.  was  originally  de- 
scended from  Cadwallader,  last  king  of  the  Britons, 
who  flourished  about  the  668  of  the  christian  epo- 
cha.     To  instance  the  fondness  of  people's  having 
the  origin  of  their  most  famous  men  screwed  up 
to  as  great  a  pitch  of  antiquity  as  possible,  yea, 
sometimes  above  measure,  I  observed  in  Harrison, 
an  English  writer,  the  genealogy  of  Hengist  first 
king  of  Kent,  and  planter  pf  the  Saxons  in  Britain, 
carried  up  to  Noah,  and  names  assigned  to  each 
of  his  progenitors  through  all  that  long  pedigree* 
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Though,  indeed,  I  in  no  manner  approve  of  such 
vain-glory ;  I  as  little  do  so  of  the  opinionative- 
ness  of  some  of  our  writers,  who  endeavour  all  they 
can  to  deprive  their  country  of  that  which  other 
nations  esteem  their  honour,  and  which  a  great 
many  upon  much  worse  grounds,  and  much  less 
satisfying  authorities,  use  their  utmost  efforts  in 
asserting,  by  extolling  the  antiquity  of  their  na- 
tion, and  surnames. 

The  principal  reason  of  some  people's  decrying 
the  antiquity  of  the  last  is,  that  those  writers  will 
not  allow  private  evidences,  judged  by  them  the 
only  infallible  records,  to  have  had  any  existence 
before  the  reign  of  king  David  I.  and  therefore 
what  is  recorded  of  any  surnames  is  not  to  be  re- 
lied/ on  before  that  time.  But  as  the  first  part  of 
that  supposition  is  not  so  infallible  as  these  would 
make  private  evidents,  so  no  more  is  the  last  part 
of  it,  it  being  well  known,  that  there  is  lately  found 
among  our  public  records  a  charter  by  king  Dun- 
can I.  grandfather  to  king  David,  as  also  a  charter 
by  Ethelred,  one  of  king  Malcolm  III.'s  sons,  of 
lands  called  Admor,  to  the  Culdees  of  St.  Andrews, 
granted  in  his  father's  time,  and  to  which  he  is 
witness.  And  as  these,  so  divers  others  of  equal, 
if  not  greater  antiquity,  might  be  found,  upon  due  - 
inquisition,  in  our  public  records,  and  some  pri- 
vate hands.  Yea,  Speed,  and  other  English  his- 
torians, mention  that  there  is  a  charter  in  the  pub- 
lic records  of  that  nation,  granted  by  king  Athel- 
stan,  to  one  Paulan  a  Saxon  gentleman,  of  the 
lands  of  Rodham  in  Yorkshire,  with  divers  others 
by  king  Edgar,  Ethelred,  and  other  Saxon  kings, 
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long  before  the  reign  of  king  David.  So  that  if 
these  Saxon  kings  be  allowed  to  have  granted  char- 
ters in  those  more  ancient  times,  who  received 
both  their  religion  and  letters  from  the  Scots,  I 
see  no  reason  of  denying  those  of  this  kingdom  the 
same  matter;  though  probably  a , great  many  of 
the  most  ancient  have  been  cancelled,  and  others 
carried  into  foreign  parts  in  the  time  of  the  wars 
after  the  death  of  king  Alexander,  and  at  the  Re* 
formation. 

And  though  there  were  no  other  record  than 
oar  public  histories  concerning  divers  of  our  sur- 
names, and  other  affairs,  if  no  credit  must  be  al- 
lowed to  any  thing  recorded  therein  before  the 
reigns  of  king  Malcolm  III.  and  king  David  I. 
the  loss  would  be  found  much  greater  than  could 
readily  be  compensated  by  any  supposition  newly 
advanced,  however  specious,  tending  to  the  sub- 
.  version  of  a  history,  as  well  founded  in  all  circum- 
stances as  is  requisite  for  any  of  that  kind. 

To  this,  therefore,  I  shall  appeal  in  relation  to 
what  I  am  to  offer  in  further  prosecution  of  the 
above-mentioned  subject,  and  by  the  same  will  en- 
deavour to  illustrate  a  good  many  of  our  most  con- 
siderable surnames,  whose  progeny  of  the  same 
denomination  is  found  in  this  age  to  have  existed 
in  several  junctures,  and  different  reigns,  divers 
ages  before  the  time  prefixed  by  those  modern 
writers. 

My  first  instance  is  of  the  surname  of  Murray. 
Our  historians  relate  a  people  of  that  denomina-" 
tion  to  have  arrived  in  this  kingdom  in  the  reign 
of  king  Corbred  I.  and  for  possessions  to  have  got 
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Murray  land,  retaining  that  name  yet;  of  which 
tribe,  in  regard  of  their  armorial  bearing,  being 
Mollets,  accounted  by  heralds  the  most  ancient, 
and  that  the  ancient  and  once  numerous  surname 
of  Sutherland  is  reputed  a  branch,  of  the  same,  the 
present  surname  of  Murray  may  without  the  least 
inconsistency  be  not  only  presumed,  but  even  ad* 
mitted  to  be  originally  descended ;  especially  see- 
ing, in  the  reign  of  king  Donald  V.  anno  900, 
there  is  mention  of  a  controversy,  maintained  with 
much  slaughter,  betwixt  the  Murray s  and  Bosses, 
both  being  considerable  surnames  at  that  time, 
which  is  more  than  two  centuries  before  the  time 
assigned  for  the  commencement  of  surnames.   And 
that  which  in  a  great  measure  confirms  my  allega- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Murrays,  is,  that  among  the 
first  of  our  surnames  that  of  Murray  is  found  up- 
on record  by   private  evidents,   and  is   thereby 
known  to  have  been  a  potent  and  numerous  name. 
For  further  instances  we  have  the  "Grahams  in 
king  Fergus  II.'s  time,  anno  404.     Of  which,  with 
the  Dunbars,  there  is  again  mention  made  in  the 
reign  of  king  Indulfus.     Now,  as  was  before  ob- 
served of  the  surname  of  Murray,  the  surname  of 
Graham  within  so  small  a  tract  of  time  after  this 
reign  being  found  upon  record  by  private  evidents, 
leaves  no  room  to  doubt  of  its  being  the  genuine 
offspring  of  those   already   mentioned.      In   the 
same  manner  also  the  Dunbars,  of  which  the  po- 
tent name  of  Hume  is  a  branch,  may  be  asserted 
to  be  the  progeny  of  that  considerable  person  of 
that  name  mentioned  in  the  foresaid  reign,  not-  ( 
withstanding  of  some  late  writers  asserting  one 
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Gospatrick,  a  Saxon,  who  left  Northumberland, 
and  settled  in  the  Mers  about  the  reign  of  king 
MaUolm  IV.  to  be  ancestor  of  the  Dunbars*  But 
the  contrary  plainly  appears  by  the  concurrent  tea* 
timony  of  divers  of  our  historians,  who  maintain 
that  surname's  descent  from  one  properly  called 
Barr,  one  of  king  Kenneth  the  Great's  captains, 
who  in  the  wars  against  the  Picts,  and  upon  the 
subversion  of  that  people,  obtained  an  estate  in 
die  Mers,  being  a  part  of  the  Picts9  dominion,  and 
upon  the  acquisition  of  those  lands  named  the 
same  Dunbar,  which  in  the  ancient  language  im- 
ports the  fort  or  habitation  of  Barr,  whence  his 
progeny  assumed  the  surname  of  Dunbar.  Nor 
does  it  infer  any  inconsistency,  that  the  principal 
parson  of  that  name  had  besides  his  estate  in  the 
Mers,  the  estate  of  Bengelly  in  Northumberland, 
of  whieh  he  retained  possession  till  the  Scots  were 
dispossessed  of  that  whole  province,  by  the  unjust 
avarice  of  king  Henry  II.  of  England. 

The  third  and  most  clearly  documented  instance 
of  any  hitherto  advanced,  is  that  of  the  illustrious 
surname  of  Douglas,  in  king  Soltathius'  time,  in 
the  year  770.  Of  which  surname,  Sir  William 
Douglas  went  lieutenant  to  prince  William,  king 
Aehaius'  brother,  in  the  army  sent  by  that  king 
to  the  service  of  Charles  the  Great,  first  emperor 
of  the  west,  and  king  of  France,  upon  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  league  betwixt  France  and  Scotland ; 
after  which,  the  said  Sir  William,  having  settled 
in  Tuscany,  was  ancestor  of  the  family  of  the 
Douglassii  there,  and  in  the  low  countries,  who 
have  always  retained  the  ancient  surname  and 
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bearing  of  the  family  of  Douglas  in  Scotland,  and 
also  a  close  correspondence  therewith,  as  may  be 
seen  by  the  exquisite  history  of  that  surname  here, 
as  also'by  the  history  written  by  Umberto  de  Lo- 
rato  of  those  others  abroad,  which  could  not  have 
been  very  practicable  to  be  so  exactly  done,  had 
not  the  surname  of  Douglas  been  so  denominated 
in  the  reign  in  which  that  brave  gentleman,  a 
branch  thereof,  left  this  kingdom.  The  progeni- 
tor of  the  surname  of  Douglas  is  reported  by  some 
antiquaries  to  have  been  a  son  of  MacDuff,  thane 
of  Fife,  who,  upon  his  so  much  signalizing  him* 
self  in  the  battle  against  Donald  Bain,  obtained 
his  surname,  not  from  his  black-gray  armour  alone, 
as  is  commonly  asserted,  but  from  his  surname  of 
MacDuff,  or  Duff,  termed  in  Irish  Du,  or  Duy, 
from  whence,  and  his  gray  armour,  he  was  upon 
that  occasion  termed  Macduiglas,  and  thereafter 
more  briefly  and  properly  Douglas. 

However  this  be,  there  are  not  other  instances 
wanting  to  confirm  what  has  been  advanced  on  the 
present  subject ;  such  as  the  ancestor  of  the  sur- 
name of  Hay,  who  with  his  two  sons  by  their  va- 
lour  gained  that  signal  victory  for  the  Scots  against 
the  Danes  at  the  battle  of  Luncarty,  in  the  reign 
of  king  Kenneth  III.  He  by  our  historians  is  ex- 
pressly asserted  to  be  surnamed  Hay  at  that  occa- 
sion. 

The  ancestor  of  the  surname  of  Keith  is  also 
memorable  in  our  history  for  killing  of  Camus  the 
Danish  general  in  the  reign  of  king  Malcolm  II. 
We  have  also  an  account  of  Duncan  MacDuff, 
who  was  thane  of  Fife,  in  the  reign  of  MacBeatb, 
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and  is  recorded  to  have  been  a  person  of  great 
power  and  authority,  and  chief  of  a  numerous  and 
potent  surname,  as  the  many  considerable  branches 
descended  of  that  family  near  those  times  clearly 
evince,  such  as  the  Weymesses,  Macintoshes,  and 
Shaws,  with  divers  others.  The  first  of  these  de- 
rive their  surname  from  caves,  with  which  the  sea- 
coasts  of  those  lands  first  acquired  by  the  progeni- 
tor of  that  name  abounds ;  caves  being  termed  in 
Irish,  Uaimh,  which  can  be  no  other  way  rendered 
in  English  than  Weymess.  The  surname  of  Hume 
has  also  the  same  etymology,  all  the  difference  be- 
ing that  the  H9  or  note  of  aspiration,  is  more  plain- 
ly pronounced  in  the  last  of  these  surnames. 
-  These  above  adduced  being  not  only  of  a  date 
much  more  ancient  than  the  period  by  some  wri- 
ters assigned  for  the  commencement  of  surnames 
in  general,  but  also  in  these  times  in  which  the 
said  are  found  upon  record  both  potent  and  nu- 
merous, which  cannot  be  in  reason  thought  to  hrive 
been  effected  in  an  instant,  or  even  a  small  tract 
of  time ;  it  seems  therefore  much  more  reasonable 
to  presume,  that  they,  with  some  others  long  ago 
extinct,  or  not  expressly  recorded,  and  others  here- 
after to  be  mentioned,  were  the  genuine  progeny 
of  the  Phylarchae,  and  others  anciently  planted  at 
several  junctures  in  this  kingdom,  than  to  conclude 
them  and  all  our  other  surnames  in  a  manner  up- 
starts, in  regard  each  of  them  cannot  (as  I  suppose 
few  others  can)  produce  such  distinct  evidents  con- 
cerning their  several  origins,  as  may  satisfy  such 
as  reject  all  that  suits  not  their  particular  humours,, 
however  inconsistent  with  reason,  or  the  nature  of 
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the  matter  canvassed,  the  same  may  sometimes 
fall  out  to  be. 

Next  falls  to  be  considered  that  assertion  of  lew 
cal  surnames  derived  from  the  lands  of,  the  as- 
sumers,  to  have  commenced  in  the  reign  of  king 
Malcolm  III.  and  to  be  the  most  ancient  surnames, 
and  that  there  was  no  other  surname,  or  method 
of  distinguishing  persons,  in  use  before  that  time, 
but  what  was  assumed  either  from  bodily  proper- 
ties, applicable  to  particular  persons,  as  Roy,  or 
Baan,  from  the  red  or  flaxen  colour  of  a  person's 
hair ;    Balloch,  from  spots  on  the  face ;   Bacah, 
from  a  halt  in  one's  leg :  or  from  some  quality  of 
mind,  as  Coich,  mad  or  passionate,  and  such  like. 
It  is  also  asserted,  that  these  names  then  used  were 
sometimes  derived  from  a  person's  father's  chris- 
tian name,  as  James  son  of  John,  with  others  of 
that  kind,  none  of  which  were  of  longer  duration 
than  the  person's  own  time  so  denominated.     And 
so  there  was  room  left  for  new  surnames  each 
generation.      All  which,  if  true,  would  argue  us 
to  have  been  a  more  confused  and  rude  set  of  peo- 
ple, than  our  very  enemies  could  have  wished,  or 
ever  gave  us  out  to  be. 

As  to  local  surnames,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that 
the  greater  part  of  them  are  derived  from  proper 
significant  terms  in  the  English  language,  termin- 
ating mostly  in  totem,  or  some  other  term  in  that 
language ;  which  language  cannot  be  documented 
to  have  commenced  in  the  reign  of  king  Malcolm 
III.  even  in  England,  much  less  to  have  been 
either  spoken,  or  understood  in  Scotland,  over  all 
which  Irish  was  the  native  language  used  by  the 
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inhabitants  (then,  and  for  seme  ages  thereafter,  it 
dbeing  severely  enacted,  that  none  should  either 
owe  or  learn  the  'Saxon,  or  Teutonic,  which  was 
<hat  ittsed  -in.  England,  lest  by  that  means  there 
•should  )be  any  correspondence  wi«h  the   Saxons 
when  enemies.     Yea,  so  far  was  the  mixture  of 
Teutonic, and  old Cimbric,or  Danish,  from 'being 
jf&tber  perfect  or  pleasant,  that  William,  the  .Nor- 
•nan  Conqueror,  upon  his* conquest  of  England, 
mdeavouved  all  he  could,  as  did  also  some  of  his 
successors,  to  suppress  or  abolish  that  language 
•entirely,  and  bring  the  French  in  place  thereof, 
<which  in  a  great  measure  was -effected.      So  that 
k  was  at  a  long  distance  after  his  time  ere  that 
compound  of  the  said  three  languages,  and  the 
•Latin,  termed  now  English,  was  introduced,  and 
'longer  time  ere  •  the  same  was  (brought  to  any  mea- 
sure of  perfection;    so  that  it  is  somewhat  ridicu- 
-ious  to  assert,  that  surnames,  which  in  the  least 
■can  lay  any  just  claim  to  antiquity,  could  be  de- 
rived from  any  significant  terms  in  a  language 
scarcely  known,  and  far  less  used  in  this  kingdom 
before  the  reigns  of  king  Alexander  II.  and  HI. 
who,  by  their  successive  marriages  with  the  daugh- 
ters of  the  kings  of  England,  their  frequent  com- 
merce and  correspondence  with  that  kingdom,  and 
the  resort  of  divers  English  to,  and  settlement  in 
this,  made  that  language,  though  even  in  those 
times  very  impolite,  to  be  in  some  measure  used 
bare. 

Nor  will  it  be 'found  upon  record,  that  these  lo- 
cal surnames  are  generally  of  a  more  ancient 
standing  than  the  reign  of  the  first  of  these  two 
B 
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"kings ;  and  even  then  the  assumers  of  these  local 
surnames  had  other  surnames,  not  only  at  the 
time,  but  also  a  good  many  for  divers  ages  before 
the  assumption  of  the  local  ones ;  as  Houston's 
ancestor  had  that  of  Padvinan  before  that  of  Hous- 
ton ;  Buchanan  that  of  MacAuselan  before  that 
of  Buchanan ;  and  so  a  great  many  others.  How* 
ever,  in  the  reigns  of  king  Alexander  III.  and 
king  Robert  I.  the  English  language  having  be- 
come pretty  much  in  use,  it  is  probable  those  lungs, 
as  did  some  of  their  successors,  encouraged  the 
assumers  of  new  surnames  from  their  lands,  in 
order  to  carry  off  some  dependants  and  cadets 
from  the  too  numerous  and  potent  clans,  by  that 
means  diminishing  their  numbers,  and  weakening 
their  union,  so  formidable  often  to  the  kings  them- 
selves, who  rationally  concluded,  that  few. were  so 
free  of  ambition,  and  careless  of  their  own  interest, 
as  not  to  chuse  to  be  a  kind  of  chief  of  his  sept,  or 
.at  least  expected  some  one  of  his  progeny  in  a 
little  time  would  be  so,  and  to  be  in  the  king's 
favour  and  protection,  rather  than  be  subject  to 
.  the  imperious  commands  of  their  chieftains,  which 
often  tended  to  the  ruin  of  themselves  and  their 
dependants.  Moreover,  many  of  English  extract, 
who  upon  divers  accounts  settled  in  this  kingdom, 
in  the  time  of  the  wars  betwixt  the  death  of  king 
Alexander  III.  and  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
king  David  II.  judged  it  their  interest  to  change 
their  former,  and  assume  new  surnames  from  their 
lands,  or  some  other  occasion ;  by  that  means,  in 
some  small  process  of  time,  to  bring  in  oblivion 
their  extract  and  nation,  both  so  justly  odious  at 
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that  time  to  the  people  they  resided  among.  So 
that  as  the  most  probable  time  of  the  commence- 
ment of  these  surnames  is  hereby  pointed  out,  so 
also  the  extract  of  them,  upon  a  due  disquisition, 
will  be  found  to  be  English. 

For  further  illustration  of  this  subject,  it  is  un- 
animously agreed  to  by  our  historians,  that  upon  the 
subversion  of  the  Picts,  being  more  than  two  hun- 
dred years  before  the  reign  of  king  Malcolm  III. 
a  great  part  of  the  land  possessed  by  the  said  peo- 
ple, obtained  new  denominations,  from  the  proper 
names  of  those  brave  captains  to  whom  king  Ken- 
neth assigned  the  lands  in  recompence  of  their  ser- 
vice in  conquering  the  ancient  possessors  thereof; 
as,  for  instance,  that  peninsula  formerly  called  Ross, 
was  then  called  Fife,  from  the  proper  name  of  a 
nobleman  called  Fife,  whose  surname  was  Macduff, 
and  whose  progeny  continued  thanes  of  that  coun- 
try for  divers  ages  thereafter.  As  was  at  the 
aame  time  the  country  called  anciently  Horestia, 
termed  afterwards  Merns  and  Angus,  from  the 
proper  names  of  two  brethren  betwixt  whom  that 
country  was  divided. 

Nor  seems  the  other  supposition  concerning 
epithetical  surnames  to  be  much  better  founded, 
as  derived  from  some  properties  of  person's  bodies, 
or  qualities  of  their  mind.  These  epithetical  de- 
signations must  be  owned  to  have  been  in  use  in  • 
some  preceding  ages,  and  even  in  the  present,  in 
all  places  where  the  Irish  language  is  used,  or  pre- 
vails ;  though  at  the  same  time  there  is  not  the 
least  reason  of  allowing  these  epithets  to  have  been 
ever  used  in  place  of  surnames,  or  that  persons  so 
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designed  bad  no' other  stfsnaniea  savfe  them^  which 
indeed  are  mostly  to  be  met  without  private  &&* 
dents*  the  clerks  of  which  being  mostly  churchmen* 
were  so-  stttpidy  and  supinely  negligent*  add  so- 
very  careless  of  the  instruction^  or  advantage  of  fit* 
ture  ages,  as*  far  the  meet  part  to  neglect  aH  other 
designation*  of  persons^  except  those  epttheticalr 
ones  so  muehi  used  then>  and  by  which  person* 
wera  well  enough  kriowny  though  of  no*  longer  de- 
ration than  their  own  timely  which  seem* neither* 
to- have  been  regarded  aw  considered  ty  thatou*- 
thinking  clerks^  mote  than  their  frequeafe  omweion 
of  inserting  date*  in  charter*,  and  other  evident* 
written  by  diem.  So  that  i£  it  be  argued*  tbafc 
surnames'  did  net  commence*,  or  that  person*  had 
none,  because  not  designed  by  then*  in  most  of 
those  reputed  unerring  private  ettdbati^.  it  may  m 
well  be  argued,  from  the  omissioa  of  inserting 
dates  in  those,  evidenfts*  that  na  certain  or  seated* 
epoch*  ol  time  commenced,  or  was  kfcowfi*  at  the 
time  of  writing  those  evtdeftts  k*  which  the  same 
is  omitted*  As  these  private  records,  or  evident** 
so  much  at  present  relied  on,  are  most  frequently 
defective  in  respect  of  the  particulars*  above-men- 
tioned, and  some  others,  so  neither  are  our  peb» 
lie  histories  wholly  free  of  such  imperfections  m 
relation'  to  full  designations  of  perien*;  as,  for  in* 
stance,  that  Donald  Baan*  in  kmg  Sohnthitsf 
ttme^by  most  of  our  historians,  is  na  otherwise  dW 
signed,  and  therefore  by  our  modern  writers  judged 
to  have  had  no  other  surname  than  the  epithet  of 
Baan  assigned,  upon  account  of  his  flaxen:  hatr ) 
yet  arabdeani  BaUenden,  translator  of  Boetias* 
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history,  fully  and  truly  designs  him  Donald  Baan 
MacDonaid,  governor  of  Jura.  He  seems  to  have 
been  tutor  to  the  great  MacDonaid,  while  minor, 
or  his  deputy  in  some  parts  of  his  vast  territories. 
Also  another  Donald  is  no  other  way  designed 
by  our  historians,  than  Donald  Balloch,  or  spotted 
Donald,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I. 
and  was  brother  to  Alexander,  lord  of  the  Isles, 
who,  with  his  elan,  are  very  well  known  to  be 
MacDonalds  for  a  great  many  ages  before  that 
time.  Malcolm  Beg,  who  succeeded  to  Gilbert, 
kiird  of  Buchanan,  in  the  office  of  senescall  or 
chamberlain  to  the  earl  of  Lennox,  in  the' latter 
part  of  the  reign  of  king  Alexander  III.  and  be- 
ginning of  king  Robert  I.  is  always  designed,  in 
all  charters  in  which  he  is  inserted,  granted  by 
that  earl,  Malcolm  Beg,  or  little ;  yet  he  is  found, 
by  very  authentic  documents  in  the  hands  of  the 
earl,  of  Perth,  and  in  the  public  records,  to  have 
been  surnamed  Drummond,  and  one  of  the  earl's 
ancestors.  The  same  Malcolm's  father,  in  a  char* 
ter  by  the  earl  of  Lennox,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Alexander  II.  is  designed  Gilchrist  Drummond. 
.  I  have  observed  charters  of  no  earlier  dates 
than  the  reigns  of  king  James  V.  and  queen  Mary, 
with  others  in  the  two  proceeding  reigns,  to  be 
the  most  carelessly  and  rudely  written,  most  con- 
fused and  unexact  in  designations  of  persons  in- 
serted therein,  and  in  divers  other  circumstances, 
of  any  of  the  kind  to  be  met  with  in  any  preceding 
age,  some  being  therein  designed  from  epithets 
applicable  to  their  fathers,  as  John  son  of  black 
William,  Thomas  son  of  long  or  tall  Donald,  and 
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such  like.  Yea,  In  tbi*  peettot  age  tbertf  ate  two 
gentlemen  of  Sit  Donald  MaeSonaUfe  family* 
and  Kepach's,  termed  Donald  Gona,  or.  blue 
Donald)  whose  progeny*  if  existing  an  age  on  two^ 
after  this  present,,  would*  with  a  deal  erf  reason^ 
judge  it  most  ridiculous  i*  any  to  assert,  thai  their 
ancestors  were  not  of  the  surname  of  MacDonatd, 
beenise  more  frequently  designed,  at  least  termed, 
by  the  epithet  Gorm.  So  that  k  seems  consistent 
with  reason,  that  the  assertere  of  epithets  in  place 
of  surnames  refuse  the  existence  of  any  other  sur- 
names in  these  three  last  ages,  in  which  those  epi- 
thets are  most  frequent  in  evidents?  or  otheUways 
allow  persons  to  have  bad  other  surnames  together 
with  them  in  more  ancient  time*. 


<«aw<»*<m»»*i 


THAT  people  known  by  the  denomination  of 
Soots,  of  which  our  Scottish  nation  is  at  present 
composed,  may,  in  respect  of  the  origin  of  the  same, 
be  divided  into  four  different  distinct  cfasse*  or 
divisions.  The  first  of  these  classes  consists  of 
these  surnames  whose  origin  is  purely  Scottish, 
being  the  genuine  progeny  of  the  ancient  Soots* 
which  from  Ireland,  at  different  junctures  and  oe* 
caaiont,  arrived  and  settled  in  Scotland.  The  se- 
cond class  is  composed  of  such  as  came  from  south 
Britain,  or  England,  at  the  time  of  the  four  grand 
conquests  of  that  kingdom,  and  upon  some  other 
accounts,  and  settled  here.  The  third  class,  oc 
division,  consists  of  such  French,  as  upon  ac- 
count of  the  mutual  amity  and  correspondence 
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commenced  by  the  league  betwixt  Scotland  and 
Francey  in  Charles*  the  Great  and  king  Admins' 
reign*,  and  continued  far  a  great  many  agea  there* 
after*  upon  which*  and  divers  other  accounts,  a, 
great  number  of  Frencb  settled  in  this  nation,  e£ 
whom  are  descended  a  great  number  of  very  coo- 
sideraUe  families.     The  fourth  and  hat  division, 
being  the  least  of  the  four,  consists  mostly  of  such 
Danes  and  Norvegians  as  were  naturalized  by  our 
Scottish  kings,  and  obtained  possessions  in  this 
kingdom  upon  divers  occasions,  being  upon  the 
accounts  permitted  to  continue  in  this  kingdom* 
after  their  countrymen  were  obliged  by  king  Alex- 
ander III.  to  yield  or  quit  their  possession  of  the* 
northern  isles  of  Scotland,  of  winch  they  had  got 
a  grant  from  Donald  Baan  the  usurper,  for  their 
assistance  in  supporting  him  in  his  usurpation,  and 
by  virtue  of  that  grant,  retained  possession  for  two 
hundred  years*  till  obliged  to  abandon  those  isles 
by  king  Alexander*  about  the  year  1280.     How- 
ever, diver*  of  Danish  extract,  having,  by  alkancev 
and  other  means,  before  the  said  time,  obtained 
considerable  estates,  were  allowed  to  continue  by 
the  benevolence  of  king  Alexander,  and  the  suc- 
cessive kings  of  Scotland.     So  that  these,  with 
some  few  others  in  conjunction  with  them,  of  dif- 
ferent extracts  from  the  three  classes  above-men* 
tinned,  make  up  the  fourth  class,,  or  division,  of 
Scottish  surnames. 

The  first  example  by  which  I  shall  illustrate 
the  class  first  mentioned,  shall  be  the  surname  a£ 
SfyswAlT,  being  not  only  of  an  extract  or  descent 
purely!  ■  Spottisb,  but  also  the  only  Scottish  sur* 
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name  whose  ancestor  was  an  immediate  son,  or 
lineal  descendant,  of  the  race  of  our  ancient  Scot- 
tish kings.  The  time  and  manner  of  whose  de- 
scent, though  treated  of  by  divers  of  much  greater 
abilities  than  I  can  pretend  to,  nevertheless  agreea- 
ble to  the  account  given  by  our  Seneciones,  or 
Shanachies,  but  especially  according  to  that  deliver- 
ed by  a  certain  genealogical  account  of  that  illus- 
trious family,  composed  in  the  reign  and  dedicated 
to  king  Charles  II.  by  an  unknown  author,  (which 
little  pamphlet  is  as  well  vouched,  if  not  better, 
than  any  thing  ever  I  could  discover  upon  that 
subject,)  I  shall  deliver  the  origin  of  that  family 
in  the  manner  following. 

Kenneth  the  Great,  king  of  the  Scots,  subverter 
of  the  Picts,  had  three  sons,  Constantine  his  suc- 
cessor, Ethus^and  Gareth.  This  last  had  one  son, 
Dorus,  whom  Mr.  Abercromby  makes  son  to 
Ethus  the  swift,  being  by  that  account  grandchild 
to  king  Kenneth,  as  well  as  by  the  other,  the  dif- 
ference being  concerning  his  father.  Gareth,  fa* 
ther  to  Dorus,  was  first  thane  of  Lochaber.  Doire 
or  Dorus  had  two  sons;  Kenneth,  by  some  errone- 
ously termed  Murdac,  and  Ferquhard,  father  to 
Donald,  who  murdered'  king  Duff,  for  which  he 
and  his  progeny  were  exterminated.  Kenneth 
had  two  sons ;  Murdac  his  successor,  and  Gareth 
thane  of  AthoL  Murdac  was  married  to  Duncli- 
na,  daughter  to  king  Kenneth  III.  by  whom  he 
had  two  sons ;  Bancho  his  successor,  and  Alexan- 
der :  also  four  daughters ;  the  first  married  to  one 
of  the  ancestors  of  the  Douglas',  another  to  Donald, 
thane  of  Sutherland,  the  third  to  Angus,  ancestor 
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of  the  Cameron^  aad  the  fourth  to  Malcolm  Mac- 
&e*y*  kid  of  Bute; 

Baaeho,  with  those  of  hta  sons,  and.  bis  brothers 
inJaw,  Hugh  Efengbs*  was  murdered  by  order  cf 
the.  tyraWJ  MaeBeath,,  hie  fourth  son,  Fleance,, 
^iog  escaped,,  and  Jled  to  Wales.  Banehofe  twn> 
daughter*  were  toasried  to  MadDnff;  thane  of  Fife; 
and  Frederiek,  ancestor  of  the  Urquhartsi.  Fleaoce^ 
by  Matin  MnestMan^tei^€h^^ 
prince  e£  Wales*  hadl  Walter  first  <rf  the  suamma 
rf  Steward  king  married  to*Ckristia*y  daughter  to 
AHaa,  loard  of  Bretaignv  »  Prance,  by  whom  he 
bad  Alba  his  successor,  who  tad  two  sons;:  Wai- 
tec  his  saeeesfm*  founder  of  the  abbey  o£  Faiftfey* 
anno  HGOy  anil  Stmoay  ancestor  of  the  Boyds* 
Walter's  successor  won:  Allan  the  second,  whose 
sueceawr  waa>  Wateer  the  thirdy  Wgbi  justiriary  of 
Scotland*  He  had  two  sane ;  Alexander  his  sue* 
cesser,  and  Robert,  lord  Torbollon,  who,,  by  mar- 
riage of  the  heiress  of  Sir  Bobert  Croc,,  obtained 
with  her  the  estates  of  Ctoulbtoutt  and  Dandy,  andi 
w*»aneestor  of  the  family  of  Dandy,  afterward  of 
Lennox;  not  withstanding  that,  Mr.  Abenciemby 
mafcea  Alla»,  son  of  John,.  commonly  termed  of 
Btite,  ancestor  of  that  family.  Akxanderhad  twe 
sons ;  James,  his,  aoccessorr  and  Walter,  whoy  by 
marriage  of  the  heiress  of  C  era  mine,  earl  of  Monk 
teida,  get  that  earldbn^  and  thereupon  changed 
lm  suramin*  to  Monteitlu  He  had  ty*  sons;  Mop- 
do  Inaaueosssor,  and  Sir  John  Monte**  of  Rusty, 
ancestor  of  the  surname  of  Monteitfy  and  who  be* 
tnryed  Sir  WiUiem  WaBace,  Mardo,  earl  of 
Mnnteitb,  had  one  son,  Altai,  who*  by  marriage 
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of  the  heiress  of  MacDuff,  earl  of  Fife,  obtained 
that  earldom,  who,  having  one  daughter,  conveyed 
those  estates,  by  marriage,  to  Robert  Stewart, 
second  son  to  king  Robert  II.  and  first  of  the  Stew** 
arts.  Both  estates,  through  forfaulter  of  duke  Mur- 
do,  bis  son,  fell  to  the  crown.  Alexander's  third 
son,  by  Jean  MacRory,  heiress  of  Bute,  was  John, 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Falkirk,  anno  1298. 

James,  High  Stewart,  had  one  son;  Walter, 
married  "to  Marjory  Bruce,  daughter  to  king  Ro- 
bert I.  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Robert,  named 
Bleareye :  his  mother,  when  big  with  child  of  him, 
being  killed,  by  a  fall  from  her  horse,  at  that  place 
of  Renfrew-moor  called  Queen  Bleareye9*  Crate, 
the  child,  by  a  doctor  there  present,  was  cut  out 
of  her  belly,  and  the  instrument  with  which  the 
operation  was  performed  having  touqfred  his  eye, 
the  same  continued  to  be  always  tender  thereafter, 
which  gave  him  the  epithet  of  Bleareye.  Upon 
the  death  of  his  uncle,  king  David  II.  without 
male  issue,  he  obtained  the  crown  of  Scotland,  by 
designation  of  king  Robert  II.  of  whose  successors 
I  refer  to  our  public  histories. 

The  second  principal  branch  of  that  great  family, 
was  the  family  of  Lennox,  lineally  descended  from 
Robert,  lord  Torbolton,  already  mentioned,  his 
son,  being  Allan,  first  lord  Darnly,  who  had  two 
sons ;  John  his  successor,  and  Allan,  who  acquired 
the  lands  of  Faslane,  and  others,  in  the  Lennox. 
Allan,  of  Faslane's  son  Walter,  by  marriage  of 
Margaret,  heiress  of  Donald  Lennox,  earl  of  Len- 
nox, obtained  that  earldom ;  whose  son,  Duncan, 
earl  of  Lennox,  had  only  two  daughters ;  Isabel, 
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the  eldest,  married  to  Murdo,  duke  of  Albany, 
who,  with  his  father-in-law,  the  earl  of  Lennox, 
and  his  own  two  sons,  Walter,  and  Alexander, 
was,  by  order  of  king  James  I.  executed;  anno 
1424,  and  their  estates  forfaulted. 

John,  second  lord  Darnly,  had  two  sons ;  Allan 
his  successor,  and  Robert,  first  lord  of  Aubigny, 
in  France.  Allan,  lord  Darnly,  married  Lilias, 
second  daughter  to  the  last  mentioned  Duncan, 
earl  of  Lennox,  and,  by  her,  by  gift  of  her  father's 
forfaulter,  got  the  earldom  of  Lennox,  whose  issue 
enjoyed  the  same  till  the  reign  of  king  James  VI. 
that  the  earldom  was  conferred  upon  Esme,  lord 
Aubigny,  whose  grandchild  died  without  issue,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  The  earldom  hav- 
ing devolved  upon  an  illegitimate  son  of  that  king, 
he  sold  the  same  lately,  reserving  only  the  title. 
Of  this  family  are  descended  the  earls  of  Traquair, 
and  Galloway,  with  a  great  many  others ;  the  earl 
of  Moray  being  descended  of  a  son  of  Murdo, 
duke  of  Albany,  and  the  earl  of  Bute  of  a  Son  of 
king  Robert  III. 

Of  all  other  ancient  surnames  of  Scottish  de- 
scent, or  origin,  the  heroic  surname  of  Douglas 
justly  merits  to  be  mentioned  next  to  that  of  Stew- 
art ;  but  having  briefly  touched  that  surname  al- 
ready, and  there  being  a  particular  history  of  the 
same,  I  shall  insist  no  further  thereon,  than  to  de- 
clare, that  I  agree  with  the  sentiments  of  those  an* 
tiquaries  who  assert  the  progenitor  of,  and  who 
first  assumed  the  surname  of  Douglas,  to  have 
been  a  son  of  MacDuff,  thane  of  Fife ;.  for  which 
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there  -are  divers  arguments  used,  not  necessary  to 
■be  in  this  jtface  enumerated. 

'From  the  ^same  ancient  surname  of  IVfacDuff, 
as  already  hinted,  is  descended  the  surname  of 
Wymess,  the  ancestor  thereof  being  Eugenius, 
son  to  Constantine,  third  earl  of  Fife,  in  the  reign 
of  king  Alexander  I.  ft -is  asserted,  the  Lesleys 
and  Abernethies  are  ofthe  same  stem  with  Wymess; 
but  1  could  not  obtain  any  exact  account  of  the  * 
time  and  manner  of  the  descent  of  either  of  these 
two  last  off  that  of  MadDiiff. 

The  next  instance  is  of  the  surname  of  'Camp- 
bell, whidh  is  of  an  ancient  Scottish  origin,  how- 
ever otherwise  asserted  'by  -some  of  our  historians. 
I  shall  'briefly  glance  ttt<the  genealogy,  and  some 
other  matters,  relating  to  this  surname,  conform 
to  two  accounts  of  the  same,  m  manuscript ;  the 
one  of  these,  composed  by  Mr.  Alexander  Colvfl, 
from  evidents,  and  other  records,  of  the-family  df 
Argyll;    the  other  account,  by  Neil  TtfadEwen, 
who,  and  his  ancestors,  for  divers  ages,  have  been 
seneciones,  or  genealogists,  of  the  said  family. 
This  last  derives  the  ancient  surname  of  Oduibhne, 
now  Campbell,  from  Mervie  Moir,  or  Mervinthe 
Great,  son  to  the  famous  Arthur,  -king  of  the  Bri- 
tons, and  of  Elizabeth,  daughter  to  the  king  of 
France,  tfhich  'behoved  to'have "been  'Ohildebert, 
the  fifth  in  descent  from 'Hiaramond,  .who  was  eon- 
temporary  with  king  Aithtir. 

"Mervin  is  reported  to  have  been  a  wild  untracta* 
ble  man,  and  upon  that  account  rejected  by  the 
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Brittons,  though  neither  this  nor  any  other  cir- 
cumstance relating  even  to  the  existence  of  such  a 
person  is  any  way  consistent  with  probability ;  for 
though  there  be  no  great  reason  of  so  doing,  yet 
there  are  a  great  many  who  doubt  of  the  existence 
of  king  Arthur  himself,  in  regard  some  of  his 
countrymen,   in  their    writings,   have   so  much 
blended  the  account  of  his  life  and  actions  with  so 
many  ridiculous  and  monstrous  fables,   as  have 
very  much  prejudged  the  credit  due  to  his  exis- 
tence and  heroic  atchievements.     This  brave  king 
is  recorded  to  have  begun  his  reign  in  the  year 
518,  and  in  a  reign  of  twenty-four  years  to  have 
gained  twelve  victories,   with  the  assistance  of 
Goranus,  king  of  the  Scots,  and  Lothus,  king  of 
the  Picts,  over  the  Saxons,  till  in  the  end  he  ex- 
pelled most   part  of  them,  and  obliged  such  as 
stayed  in  his  kingdom  to  be  in  subjection  to  him. 
But  much  prosperity  having  rendered  him  and 
his  subjects  too  insolent,  they  endeavoured  to  de- 
fraud Mordred,  king  of  the  Picts,  of  the  British 
crown,  which,  through  defect  of  Arthur's  issue, 
justly  belonged  to  him,  which  was  the  occasion  of 
a  bloody  battle  betwixt  them,  in  which  both  these 
kings  lost  their  lives,  and  so  shattered  the  state  of 
the  Brittons,  that  it  could  never  be  retrieved  there- 
after, till  in  the  end  ruined  by  the  Saxons.     King 
Arthur  was  not  only  very  much  esteemed  by  the 
Brittons,  but  also  by  most  others,  being  accounted 
one  of  the  world's  nine  worthies,  of  which  three  were 
Jews,  Joshua,  David,  and  Judas  Macabeus ;  three 
Christians,  Arthur  of  the  Brittons,  Charlemaign 
of  France,  and  Godfrey  of  Bulloign ;  three  Pa- 
C 
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gans,  Alexander  the  Great,  Julius  Caesar,  an<J 
Hector  of  Troy.     But  as  for  Mervin,  this  pre- 
tended son  of  king  Arthur,  there  is  no  probable 
ground  for  the  existence  of  any  such  person,  it  be- 
ing plainly  recorded,  by  all  such  histories  as  make 
mention  of  this  king,  that  he  never  had  any  issue, 
nor  was  ever  married  to  any  but  his  queen  Gwyva- 
i>or,  who  survived  himself:  nor  would  the  British 
and  French  histories  have  wholly  omitted  a  matter 
of  that  importance,  were  there  the  least  ground 
for  the  same ;  neither  would  the  Brittons,  however 
wild  or  foolish  he  might  be,  have  past  by  that 
king's  son,  whom  they  so  much  valued,  and  confer 
their  crown  upon  one  Constantine,  a  nobleman, 
who  had  no  manner  of  pretence  thereto ;  much  less 
would  Modred,  the  Pictish  king,  being  only  king 
Arthur's   cousin-german,   contend   for   a  crown, 
which,  by  so  plain  a  right,  pertained  to  another. 
So  that,  although  by  this  account  the  surname  of 
Oduibhne  is  said  to  have  got  that  denomination 
from  the  marriage  of  Ferithar  Olla,  the  fourth  in 
descent  from  Mervin,  with  a  daughter  of  Diar- 
muid  Oduibhne,  a  principal  nobleman  of  Ireland, 
and  to  have  not  only  obtained  from  this  Diarmuid 
the  denomination  of  Oduibhne,  but  also  that  of 
giol  Diarmuid,  by  which  that  surname  is  in  Irish 
frequently  designed  ;  yet  this  supposition  is  wholly 
groundless,  there  being  no  instance  of  any  ancient 
Scottish  or  Irish  surnames  obtaining  their  ancient 
or  principal  denomination  by  any   such   means. 
Some  of  the  progenitors  of  this  surname  are  by 
the  said  account  reported  to  have  been  married  to 
grandchildren  of  Coyi  Centiraachus,  and  Neil  the 
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Great,  two  of  the  most  famous  kings  that  ever 
reigned  in  Ireland ;  so  that,  if  they  were  used 
to  take  denominations  from  such  families  as  they 
married  into,  the  same  would  much  rather  be  as- 
sumed from  names  of  one  of  those  kings,  than  from 
that  of  any  nobleman  their  subject. 

But  passing  this  topic,  I  come  to  the  account 
most  consistent  with  probability,  in  relation  to  the 
origin  of  that  surname.  The  ancestor  of  the 
same  was  Diarmuid  Oduibhne,  who,  as  one  of  the 
principal  Phylarchae,  or  captains,  came  from  Ire- 
land with  some  of  the  Scots,  who  either  in  king 
Fergus9  time,  or  in  that  of  one  of  the  two  colonies, 
which  at  different  junctures  came  from  that  king- 
dom, and  settled  in  Argyll  and  the  isles  adjacent. 
For  though  the  generality  of  our  historians,  more 
especially  genealogists,  rather  to  please  the  taste 
of  those  of  the  modern  times,  than  in  any  great 
measure  to  promote  the  truth,  or  at  least  proba- 
bility, use  their  utmost  efforts  to  assign  some  plau- 
sible manner,  and  stated  period,  concerning  the 
origin  of  ancient  surnames ;  yet  all  amounts  to 
no  more  than  probable  conjecture,  supported  only 
by  probable  and  solid  tradition,  of  which  that 
most  consistent  with  sound  reason,  and  probability, 
ought  most  to  obtain  :  so  that,  in  the  accounts  of 
the  origin  of  this,  or  any  other  of  our  ancient 
Scottish  surnames,  there  is  as  little  absurdity  in 
presuming  the  same  to  be  the  offspring  -of  those 
who  first  settled  here,  as,  by  a  specious  kind  of 
story  to  assert  them,  descended  at  such  a  time, 
and  from  such  a  person,  some  eight  or  nine  hun- 
dred, or  a  thousand  years  ago,  there  being  as  few 
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written  documents  to  confirm  the  last,  as  the  first 
of  these  accounts.  Nor  is  it  in  reason  to  be  suppo- 
sed, as  I  have  hinted  already,  that  the  whole  pro- 
geny of  those  Scots,  who  are  recorded  to  have  set- 
tled before,  at,  and  in  some  process  of  time  after  the 
coming  of  King  Fergus  I.  here,. to  be  so  totally 
mouldered  away,  and  extinct,  as  that  few  or  none 
of  these  surnames  now  in  being,  and  of  an  ancient 
Scottish  extract,  can  be  pretended  to  be  their  genu- 
ine progeny,  but  that  each  surname  must  be  put 
to  the  shift  of  framing  a  later  origin  for  themselves, 
which,  when  affected,  is  not  a  whit  better  founded, 
nor  more  satisfactory  to  people  of  understanding, 
than  the  former  method ;  to  which,  lest  I  appear 
too  closely  to  adhere,  I  shall  relate  the  account 
most  agreed  to,  conform  to  the  more  modern  me- 
thod of  genealogizing,  in  relation  to  the  origin  of 
the  above-mentioned  surname. 

Thus,  in  place  of  Mervie,  or,  as  others  call  him, 
Smervie  Moir,  supposed  son  of  king  Arthur, 
these  other  genealogists,  with  a  greater  show  of  pro- 
bability, mention  Diarmuid  Oduibhne,avery  famous 
Irish  nobleman,  and  much  celebrated  for  valour  and 
other  heroic  atchievements  by  the  Irish  historians, 
who,  having  come  to  Scotland  in  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  king  Goranus,or  Coranus,  about  the 
year  512,  married  a  daughter  of  the  said  king, 
of  whom  he  begot  Ferithar  Uor,  or  Ferithar  the 
dun.  From  this  Diarmuid,  according  to  the 
above  antiquaries,  the  surname  obtained  the  two 
designations  of  Oduibhne,  and  Siol  Diarmuid, 
who  flourished  in,  or  some  little  time  after  that  of 
Jting  Arthur,  which  gave  rise  to  the  story  of  hit 
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being  son  to  that  king,  as  also  of  divers  of  hi* 
posterity  being  called  Arthurs,  whence  no  infer- 
ence can  be  deduced  of  their  descent  from  king 
Arthur,  that  christian  name  being  used  among 
the  Irish  long  before  king  Arthur's  time :  as,  for 
instance,  Cormac  MacArtur,  son  of  Arthur,  to- 
named  Ulfada,  or  long  beard,  king  of  Ireland,  a 
great  many  years  before  the  time  of  Arthur,  king 
of  the  Brittons :  as  also  a  great  many  others,  of 
account,  in  Ireland,  in  very  ancient  times.  This 
Diarmuid  seems  either  to  have  been  of  the  same 
origin  with  the  sept  of  Scottish  Oduibhnes,  and 
therefore  to  have  been  by  them,  at  the  juncture, 
assumed  for  Phylarcha,  or  chieftain ;  or,  which  is 
more  probable,  to  be  lineally  descended  from  the 
first  Diarmuid,  and  upon  account  of  the  grandeur 
by  marriage  of  the  Scottish  king's  daughter,  and 
other  achievements,  to  have  been  accounted  the 
progenitor  of  that  surname,  and  from  whom  the 
same  was  first  so  denominated. 

Ferithar  Uor  was  married  to  a  great  grand- 
child of  Neill  the  Great,  to-named  Naoighealla,  or 
nine  hostages,  whom  he  is  recorded  to  have  had  in 
his  custody,  at  one  time,  from  several  Spanish  and 
British  princes,  with  whom  he  had  been  at  vari- 
ance, being  thence  termed  keeper  of  nine  hostages, 
and  one  of  the  most  famous  of  the  Irish  kings. 
Ferithar  Uor's  successor  was  Duibhne,  or  Duina, 
an  ordinary  christian  name  in  those  times.  Duina's 
successor  was  called  Arthur,  whose  mother  was 
Murdac,  thane  of  Murray's  daughter.  There  is 
no  account  of  the  family  this  Arthur  married  into: 
however*  his  successor,  called  Ferithar  Olla,  or 
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the  physician,  is  reported  to  have  been  married  to 
one  Diarmuid  Oduibhne's  daughter,  which  is  a 
grand  mistake,  as  already  observed.  Ferithar 
OUa's  successor  was  Duibhne  Faltdearge,  or  Duina 
red  hair ;  he  is  said  to  have  been  married  to  a 
grandchild  of  Neil  the  Great,  which  is  no  less  an 
error  than  that  above-mentioned,  as  appears  from 
the  vast  distance  of  time  betwixt  these  two.  His 
successor  was  Ferithar  Fionruadh,  or  whitish-red. 
His  successor  was  Duina  Dearg,  or  red,  his  son 
being  Duibhne  Doun,  or  Duina  the  brown,  fn 
the  colour  of  his  hair.  His  successor  was  Dj| 
flauid  MacDuine,  or  son  of  Duina. 

This  Diarmuid  MacDuina  had  two  sons; 
thur  with  the  red  armour,  either  from  artifijj 
colour,  or  frequent  colouring  thereof  with  bk 
The  second  son  was  Duina  white  tooth, 
eldest  of  these,  called  Art  Armdhearg,  or  Artht 
red  armour,  had  three  sons ;  Sir  Paul  Oduine,  oft' 
MacDuine,  knight  of  Lochow,  of  which  estate  all 
his  progenitors  already  mentioned  were  proprietors. 
This  Sir  Paul  was  termed  Paul  Ansporrain,  or 
Paul  with  the  purse,  being  treasurer  to  king  Mal- 
colm III.  as  is  commonly  alledged.  His  two 
brethren  were  Arthur  Dreinuch,  of  whom  de- 
scended Macarture,  of  Inchdreiny,  and  others  of 
that  name,  upon  Lochow  side.  The  other  brother 
was  ^called  also  Arthur,  of  whom  descended  the  fa- 
mily of  Darnly,  in  Lennox,  lately  extinct.  Of 
the  first  of  these  two  Arthurs  descended  also  the 
family  of  Strachur,  which,  though  recorded  to  be 
descended  of  one  of  the  knights  of  Lochow,  some 
generations  after  the  assumption  of  the  surname 
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of  Campbell,  yet  it  is  not  so  probable  as  the  above 
descent,  in  regard  of  the  long  continued  preten- 
sion of  the  family  of  Strachur  to  more  antiquity 
than  that  of  Argyll,  which  could  be  founded 
upon  no  other  ground  than  that  above  related. 

Diarmuid  MacDuibhne's  second  son,  Duina 
white  tooth,  had  one  son,  called  Gillecollum,  or 
Malcolm  Oduibhne,  who  first  married  the  lord 
of  Carrick's  daughter,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons* 
The  eldest  of  these,  Gilmorrie,  was  ancestor  of 
the  MacNeachts  of  Lochaber,  and  other  parts  of 
Argyllshire.  The  second  son  was  Corcarua,  an* 
cestor  of  the  MacUilins,  or  rather  MacAilins,  in 
Ireland.  The  third  son,  Duncan  Drumanach,  in 
regard  he  resided  beyond  Drumalbin,  was  con* 
form  to  this  genealogy,  ancestor  of  the  Drum* 
monds.  But  that  surname  refuse  this,  and  as* 
sert  their  ancestor  to  have  come  to  Scotland  with 
queen  Margaret,  queen  to  king  Malcolm  III.  and 
while  the  ship,  in  which  the  queen  was,  happened 
to  be  in  very  much  danger  by  a  storm,  that  the 
dexterity  of  that  gentleman,  in  piloting  the  same, 
was  a  great  means  of  the  preservation  of  the  ship 
and  passengers,  whence  he  obtaided  the  surname 
of  Drummond,  importing  the  top  of  the  waves, 
as  is  very  much  illustrated  by  the  armorial  bearing 
of  that  surname,  being  three  barrs  waved,  or 
undee.  •/[: 

Malcolm  Oduin,  after  his  first  lady's  death, 
went  to  France,  and  married  the  heiress  of  the 
Beauchamps,  or,  as  in  Latin,  Campus  Beltus9  being 
niece  to  the  duke  of  Normandy.  By  her  he  had 
two  sons,  Dionysius  and  Archibald,  who,  from  the 
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inheritance  got  with  their  mother,  changed  their 
surtiame  from  Oduin  to  Campbell.  Dionysius, 
the  eldest,  continued  in  France,  and  was  ancestor 
of  a  family,  designed  Campbell,  in  that  kingdom, 
of  which  family  was  count  Tallard,  a  Mareschal 
of ;.  France,  carried  prisoner  to  England  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne,  and  divers  others  of  quality. 
The  second  brother  came  to  Scotland,  as  some  say, 
an  officer  in  William  duke  of  Normandy's  army, 
at  his  conquest  of  England,  anno  1066.  And 
coming  to  Argyllshire,  married  his  cousin  Eva 
Oduin,  only  daughter  to  Sir  Paul  Oduibhne,  or 
Paul  Ansporrain.  She  being  heiress  of  Lochow, 
and  he  having  retained  this  surname  of  Campbell, 
as  did  his  successors,  the  whole  clan  of  Oduibhne, 
in  a  small  tract  of  time,  in  compliance  with  their 
chief,  assumed  that  surname,  as  did  many  others 
in  this  kingdom  upon  the  like  occasion. 

This  Archibald,  who  first  assumed  the  surname 
of  Campbell,  his  successor  was  called  Duncan, 
who,  by  marriage  of  one  called  Dorothy  MacFia- 
chir,  heiress  of  the  upper  part  of  the  barony  of 
Lochow,  united  these  two  estates.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Colin  the  Bald,  who  married  a  niece  of 
king  Alexander  I. :  or,  as  others,  with  no  less 
probability,  assert,  of  king  Alexander  II.  This 
Colin  was  instituted  master  of  the  household  to 
the  king,  and  the  king's  lieutenant  in  the  shire  of 
Argyll,  and  west  isles.  Colin's  eldest  son  was 
Archibald.  He  had  a  second  son,  Hugh,  ances- 
tor of  the  old  house  of  Loudon,  in  the  shire  of 
Ayr,  they  having  got  that  estate  by  Crawford, 
heiress  thereof,  as  did  her  ancestor  acquire  the 
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same  by  marriage  of  the  only  daughter  of  Sir 
James  Loudon,  heiress  of  that  estate.  The  race 
of  the  old  Campbells  of  Loudon  terminating  also 
in  an  heiress,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I. 
Campbell  of  Lawers,  descended  of  a  son  of  Glenor- 
chy,  by  marriage  of  the  said  heiress,  obtained  that 
estate,  being  afterwards  chancellor  of  Scotland, 
and  grandfather  to  Hugh,  the  present  earl.  Colin 
the  Bald  had  also  two  illegitimate  sons;  the 
eldest,  Taus  Corr,  or  Thomas  the  singular,  he 
was  ancestor  of  the  MacTauses,  or  Thomsons,  of 
Argyllshire,  and  some  other  parts.  The  name  of 
the  other  illegitimate  son  was  Iver,  of  whom  the 
Maclvers  of  Glasrie,  and  other  parts. 

.  Colin  the  Bald  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Archi- 
bald, who  had  two  sons ;  Duncan  his  successor, 
and  Dugald,  ancestor  of  the  old  family  of  Craig- 
nish.  Archibald  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Dun- 
can, whose  successor  was  DugaL  His  successor 
was  Archibald,  who  married  the  lord  of  Carrier's 
daughter,  by  whom  he  had  Colin  Moir,  or  the 
great,  being  so  both  in  body  and  spirit.  He 
married  a  daughter  of  one  Sir  John  Sinclair,  by 
whom  he  had  his  successor  Sir  Neil.  This  Colin 
Moir  was  killed  by  his  neighbour,  John  MacDou- 
gal,  lord  of  Lorn,  at  a  place  called  the  Strein, 
being  a  ridge  of  mountains  betwixt  Lorn  and 
Lochow.  It  is  thought  the  family  of  Argyll  de- 
rived the  designation  of  MacCuillaiq  Moir  from 
this  Colin ;  but  I  am  more  apt  to  believe  that  de- 
signation was  derived  from  Colin,  first  earl  of  Ar- 
gyll, and  chancellor  of  Scotland  in  the  reign  of 
king  James  II.     Sir  Neill  was  married  to  lady 
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Marjory  Bruce,  sister  to  king  Robert,  which  was 
the  occasion  of  the  close  adherence  of  Sir  Neill, 
and  his  son,  Sir  Colin,  to  the  interest  of  that 
prince,  and  performing  many  signal  services  to 
him  and  king  David  II.  his  son.  Sir  Neill  had  a 
son,  called  Dugald,  or  rather  Duncan,  ancestor 
of  MacDonachy,  now  Campbell,  of  Inverraw,  and 
other  gentlemen  of  that  name,  the  said  Duncan's 
mother  being  a  daughter  of  Sir  John  Cameron, 
Lochiel's  ancestor,  and  second  lady  to  Sir  Neil. 
He  had  another  son  ;  Sir  John  of  Moulin,  after- 
ward earl  of  Athole.  The  further  account  of  this 
surname  is  set  forth  at  large  in  Mr.  Crawford's 
Peerage,  to  which  I  refer  the  reader. 

There  is  also,  of  ancient  Scottish  descent,  the 
surname  of  Ogilvie,  descended  of  Bred  us,  a  bro- 
ther, or  rather  son,  to  the  famous  Gilchrist,  earl 
of  Angus,  who  flourished  in  the  reign  of  king 
William,  of  Scotland,  and  was  married  to  that 
king's  sister. 

The  surname  of  Kennedy  is  in  like  manner  of 
great  antiquity  in  this  kingdom,  being  originally 
descended  of  that  once  potent  surname  of  the  Mao* 
Kennedys  of  Ireland,  of  which  surname  was  that 
brave  king,  Brian  Kennedy,  to-named  Boraimb, 
or  Taxer,  being  contemporary  with  our  king  Mal- 
colm II. 

Thus  having  adduced  a  sufficient  number  of 
instances  for  the  illustration  of  surnames  of  an  an- 
cient Scottish  descent,  being  the  first  class  of  Scot- 
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tish  surnames,  I  shall  next  proceed  to  give  instan- 
ces of  these  whose  descent  is  from  England,  being 
the  second  class  of  those  surnames,  now  reputed 
Scottish  ones. 

The  first  instance  I  shall  adduce  of  the  same,  is 
the   surname   of  Graham,   which,  according  to 
Buchanan,  and  some  others  of  our  historians  and 
antiquaries,  is  descended  from  one  Fulgentius,  a 
nobleman,   lineally   descended  from   the  ancient 
kings  of  the  Brittons,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
third  century  of  the  christian  epocha,  with  an  army 
of  his  countrymen,  attempting  to  free  themselves 
and  country  from  the  Roman  servitude,  their  just 
endeavours  were  nevertheless  frustrated  by  the  su- 
perior power  of  .their  adversaries,  in  which  exigen- 
cy Fulgentius,  and  divers  of  his  associates,  were 
obliged  to  flee  for  refuge  to  Donald,  first  of  that 
name,  king  of  the  Scots,  then  at  war  with  the  Ro- 
mans, who  not  only  gave  a  very  kind  reception  to 
these  strangers,  but  bestowed  estates  upon  Ful- 
gentius, and  some  other  principal  men  of  them, 
whose  posterity  remained  always  thereafter  in  Scot- 
land.     The  principal  person  of  Fulgentius9  pro- 
geny, having,  after  the  fatal  battle  of  Dun,  in 
which  Eugenius,  king  of  the  Scots,  with  the  greatest 
part  of  his  nobility,  and  others  of  any  account 
of  the  Scottish  nation,  were  killed  by  Maximus 
the  Roman  legate,  in  conjunction  with  the  perfi- 
dious Picts,  gone  with  divers  other  Scots  into  Den- 
mark, he  continued  there  till  the  restoration  of 
king  Fergus  II.  anno  404,  or,  as  Boece,  423. 
That  person  of  Fulgentius'  race  who  went  to 
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Denmark,  whose  proper  name  was  Graeme,  mar- 
ried in  Denmark,  and  his  daughter  was  married  to 
king  Fergus  II.  though  others  relate  that  Graeme's 
daughter  was  mother  to.  king  Fergus,  being  mar- 
ried to  Erthus  his  father,  which  carries  little  pro- 
bability, in  regard  Graeme  was  not  only  a  princi- 
pal assistant  to  king  Fergus  in  bis  own  lifetime, 
but  was  after  his  death  elected  governor,  or  regent 
of  the  kingdom,  during  the  minority  of  his  son 
Eugenius,  and  having  in  that  time  broke  over  the 
wall  of  Aberoorn,  greatly  harrassed  the  dominions 
of  the  Brittons;  so  that,  from  that  adventure, 
that  wall  is  said  to  have  obtained  the  denomina- 
tion, retained  as  yet,  of  Graham's  dyke,  which  de- 
nomination others  assert  to  be  taken  from  the  em- 
peror Severus,'  who  repaired  that  wall,  which  was 
first  begun  by  Julius  Agricola  in  the  reign  of  the 
emperor  Domitian.  The  reason  given  for  the  last, 
is,  that  Severus  being  born  in  Africa,  was  of  a  very 
black  and  swarthy  complexion,  and  that  thence 
the  dyke  was  termed  Grim's  dyke;  grim,  in  Irish, 
signifying  black,  or  swarthy,  whence  the  Scottish 
word  grim  is  derived.  However  this  be,  the  first 
seems  the  most  probable ;  nor  can  these  great  at- 
chievements,  in  Eugenius"  minority,  be  imputed 
to  Graeme,  by  reason  of  his  too  great  age,  whereas, 
the  translator  of  Boetius  calls  Fergus9  mother 
Bocha,  daughter  to  a  nobleman  of  Denmark,  called 
Roricius,  or  rather  Rodericus.  And  that  which 
very  much  evinces  Graeme's  origin,  as  above  as- 
serted, is,  that  his  grandchild  Eugenius,  upon  as- 
sumption of  the  government,  (as  our  historians 
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relate,)  gave,  for  pretence  of  the  war  commenced 
'by  him  against  the  Brittons,  the  restitution  of  his 
grandfather  Graham's  lands. 

Our  history  gives  no  account  of  the  posterity 
of  this  Graeme  for  some  ages.  The  first  to  be 
met  with  of  them  is  that  Graham  who,  with  Dun- 
bar and  the  forces  of  Lothian,  appeared  in  the 
rear  of  the  Danes,  when  in  battle  with  king  In- 
dulph  and  his  army,  which  was  the  occasion  of 
the  defeat  of  the  first.  The  next  was  Constantine, 
married  to  Avila,  daughter  to  Kenneth,  one  of 
the  ancestors  of  the  Stewarts,  in  the  year  1030. 
And  in  the  year  1125,  William  de  Graham  is 
.  witness  to  the  foundation  charter  of  Holyroodhouse, 
in  the  reign  of  king  David  I.  The  said  William's 
son,  Sir  David,  got  charters  of  Charletoun,  and 
other  lands  in  Forfarshire,  in  the  reign  of  king 
William  of  Scotland  ;  as  did  his  son,  another  Sir 
David,  from  Malduin,  earl  of  Lennox,  of  the  lands 
of  Strablane,  and  from  Patrick  Dunbar,  earl  of 
Dunbar,  or  March,  of  the  lands  of  Dundaffand 
Strathcarron,  in  the  reign  of  king  Alexander  II. ; 
as  did  his  successor,  also  David,  the  lands  of  Kin- 
cardine, from  Malise  Foreteth,  earl  of  Strathern, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Alexander  III.  Before  all 
which  lands,  mentioned  in  the  above  charters, 
that  surname  seems  to  have  been  in  possession  of 
Abercorn,  Eliestoun,  and  other  lands  in  Lothian. 
And  though  one  Muir  is  reported  to  have  had 
Abercorn  in  the  reign  .of  king  Alexander  III.  yet 
in  all  probability  he  has  had  but  some  part  thereof, 
acquired  from  the  Grahams,  which,  after  having 
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continued  some  little  time  with  Muir,  returned  to 
the  Grahams  again,  and  went  from  them  with 
Margaret,  heiress  thereof,  to  James,  brother  to 
the  earl  of  Douglas,  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I. 

There  were  two  principal  families  of  this  name 
in  the  reign  of  king  Alexander  III.  the  one  being 
of  Abercorn.  Both  these  are  mentioned  among 
the  Magnates  Scotia,  in  cognition  of  the  debate 
betwixt  Bruce  and  Baliol  anent  the  Scottish  king- 
dom, as  also  inserted  in  that  famous  letter,  written 
by  king  Robert  I.  to  the  pope,  in  the  year  1320. 
These  two  thereafter  were  united,  when  Patrick 
Graham,  of  Eliestoun  and  Kilbride,  second  son  to 
Sir  Patrick  Graham,  of  Kincardine,  in  the  reign 
of  king  Robert  III.  married  the  only  daughter 
and  heiress  of  David,  earl  of  Strathern,  and  by 
her  obtained  that  earldom,  whose  son  Malise  was 
deprived  of  the  same,  by  king  James  I.  in  regard 
that  estate  was  entailed  to  heirs  male ;  but  he  gave 
Malise,  in  lieu  of  Strathern,  the  earldom  of  Mon* 
teith,  anno  1428,  whose  posterity  continued  for 
nine  generations  earls  thereof.  William,  the  ninth ' 
earl,  having  no  issue,  disponed  his  estate  to  the 
marquis  of  Montrose,  and  died,  anno  1694. 

The  first  cadet  of  this  family  was  Sir  John 
Graham,  of  Kilbride,  Gartmore's  ancestor.  And 
the  last  cadet,  of  any  repute,  was  Walter,  ancestor 
to  Graham  of  Gartur. 

The  next  in  antiquity,  of  surnames  thus  de- 
scended, and  who  were  obliged  to  leave  their  na- 
tive country  by  the  Romans,  are  by  some  antiqua* 
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ries  reported  to  be  the  Sbatovs,  though  there  be 
little  to  be  found  in  any  of  our  private  records 
concerning  that  surname  till  the  reign  of  lyng 
David  I.  when  Alexander  de  Seaton  is  mentioned, 
as  also  bis  son  Philip,  in  a  charter  of  those  lands, 
which  for  the  most  part  that  family  enjoyed,  till 
of  late,  in  the  reign  of  king  William.  The  famous 
and  loyal  Sir  Christopher  Seaton,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Christian  Bruce,  sister  to  king  Robert  I. 
is  very,  much  celebrated  in  the  account  of  the  wars 
managed  after  the  death  of  king  Alexander  III. 
and  no  less  so  is  that  heroic  action  of  bis  son,  Sir 
Alexander,  in  keeping  of  the  town  of  Berwick, 
though  at  the  expence  of  the  lives  of  his  two  sons, 
both  executed  by  the  orders  of  that  rigorous  prince, 
king  Edward  III. 

Those  surnames  which  were  obliged  to  aban- 
don England,  through  the  tyranny  and  oppression 
of  the  Normans,  upon  the  conquest  of  England, 
are  so  very  numerous,  that  I  can  only  mention 
some  few  instances  of  the  same. 

As  first,  the  Lbvinostons,  derived  from  Le- 
vingus,  a  proper  name  frequent  among  the  Saxons : 
as  was  also  Alpbingus,  or,  as  it  is  ordinarily  ex- 
pressed, Elphingus,  ancestor  of  the  Elphinstons, 
These,  with  a  great  many  others,  ancestors  of 
divers  of  our  principal  surnames,  came  to  Scot- 
land with  Edgar  Atheling,  and  his  sister  Margaret, 
queen  to  our  king  Malcolm  III.  some  little  time 
after  the  Norman  Conquest,  and  were  all  courteous- 
ly received,  and  many  of  them  endowed  with 
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estates,  by  that  magnificent  prince  The  ancestor 
of  the  Levingstons  having  settled  in  West  Lothian, 
denominated  these  lands*  first  acquited  by  him, 
Levingston,  from  his  own  proper  name,  which 
continued  to  be  so  for  some  descents.  The  first 
of  that  surname,  found  mentioned  m  any  private 
record,  is  called  Levingus,  m  the  reign  of  king, 
David  I.  This  name  was  agrandiz&l  by  two 
several  means ;  first,  by  Sir  William  Levingston's 
marriage  with  the  heiress  of  Callander,  and  with 
her  obtained  that  estate,  in  the  reign  of  king  Da- 
vid II. :  secondly,^  by  Sir  Alexander,  this  Sir 
William's  grandchild,  being  governor  of  Scotland* 
in  the  minority  of  king  James  II. 

As  thq  Levingstons  gave  denomination  to  their 
lands  in  West  Lothian,  so  the  ancestbr  of  Etyhingr 
stons,  after  the  same  manner,  denominated  the 
lands  first  acquired  by  him  in  Mid  Lothian*  which, 
by  an  heiress,  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  came 
to  the  Johnstouns,  that  part  of  the  estate  in  Stir- 
lingshire, called  formerly  Airthbeg,  (as  Mr.  Craw- 
ford asserts,)  being  retained  by  the  heir  male,  and 
changed  into  that  of  Elphingston. 

The  Hamiltons,  Hepbubns,  Grays,  and  & 
great  many  others,  are  of  a  more  late  descent 
from  England  than  these  already  mentioned.  All 
I  shall  observe,  concerning  them*  is  only  in  rela- 
tion to  that  of  Hamilton,  the  descent  of  which, 
from  England,  seems .  to  be  of  greater  antiquity, 
by  far,  than  what  is  generally  asserted  by  our 
historians ;  and  I  am  more  apt  to  join  sentiments 
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with  the  author  of  the  English  Peerage,  who 
affirms  the  ancestor  of  the  Hamiltons  to  have  come 
to  this  kingdom  in  the  reign  of  king  William. 
And  that  which  in  a  great  measure  confirms  me 
in  this  opinion,  is  a  charter,  in  the  register  of  Dun- 
barton,  pertaining  to  Hamilton  of  Bardowie,  grant- 
ed by  Duncan,  earl  of  Lennox,  to  John  Hamilton 
of  Bathernock,  now  Bardowie,  upon  resignation  of 
John  Hamilton,  his  father*  of  those  lands,  in  the 
year  1394,  and  the  reign  of  king  Robert  III.  So 
that  the  lord  Hamilton's  son,  who  married  Gal- 
braitb,  heiress  of  Bathernock,  being  named,  by  all 
who  write,  of  that  surname,  David,  and  owned  to 
be  a  later  cadet  than  the  ancestors  of  the  Hamil- 
tons of  Preston,  Innerwick,  Bathgate,  and  a  great 
many  others,  evinces  these  writers  either  to  be  in 
an  error  in  relation  to  the  descent  or  those  of 
Bardowie,  or,  which  is  more  probable,  in  that  of 
the  surname  in  general,  as  to  their  ancestor's  com- 
ing to  Scotland  in  the  reign  of  king  Robert  I. 
For  though  it  be  ^evident,  that,  by  some  several 
descents,  Bardowie's  ancestor  is  later  than  divers 
cadets  of  that  family,  yet,  by  the  above  charter, 
in  1394,  being  only  eighty-eight  years  posterior 
to  the  coronation  of  king  Robert  I.  the  grandfa- 
ther of  that  John,  in  whose  favour  that  charter 
was  granted,  must  be  allowed  to  have  existed  at, 
if  not  before,  the  coronation  of  the  said  king,  and 
consequently  before  the  time  allotted  for  the  first 
coming  of  the  ancestor  of  the  surname  of  Hamilton 
to  this  kingdom. 

The  next  class  of  Scottish  surnames  is  those 
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whose  descent  ifr  from  the  French,  being  also  a 
very  considerable  part  of  our  Scottish  surname** 
The  first  instance  of  these  is  the  surname  of 
Fbasbr,  so  denominated  from  the  three  strawberry 
leaves,  termed  in  French  frazes,  which  that  sur- 
name use  for  armorial  bearing.  Some  other  sur- 
names* of  a  French  extract*  have  also  obtained 
denominations  from  the  same  cause,  as  the  Sharps, 
Piirvessefe,  and  others.  The  Frasers  are  said  to 
b£  descended  of  Peter,  count  of  Troile,  who  came 
to  Scotland  some  little  time  after  the  league  be- 
twixt Scotland  and  France,  That  surname  is  not 
only  found  upon  record,  but  to  have  been  divided 
in  divers  great  branches,  or  families,  in  the  reigns 
of  king  Malcolm  IV.  and  king  William ;  one  of 
which,  in  the  reign  of  the' latter,  was  chancellor  of 
Scotland.  That  great  man,  and  loyal  patriot, 
Sir  Simon,  so  famous  in  the  reign  of  king  Robert 
I.  was  lord  of  Tweedale,  and  resided  in  Oliver 
castle,  in  that  country. 

The  Tweedies,  now  possessors  of  that  castle, 
and  adjacent  estate,  are  supposed  to  be  descended 
of  the  ancient  Frasers.  .Lovat's  ancestor  was  also 
called  Simon,  his  mother  being  a  sister  of  king 
Robert  I.  From  this  last  Simon  the  Lords  Lovat 
are  always  termed  MacShimes,  or,  contractedly, 
Maclmmey,  the  same  with  Simpson,  whose  family 
is  by  far  the  most  numerous  of  any  other  of  that 
surname. 

The  Sinclaibs  are  also  of  a  French  descent, 
being  earls  of  Orkney,  afterwards  of  Caithness ; 
William,  or  rather  Henry,  earl  of  Orkney  and 
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Caithness,  being  chancellor  in  the  reign  of  king 
James  II.  and  of  the  greatest  grandeur  of  any  no* 
bleman  of  his  age.  Also  the  Montgomeries,  as 
their  arms  and  motto  evince,  are  of  a  French,  or, 
as  others  assert,  of  a  Norman  origin ;  as  are  also 
the  Bruces,  and  the  Baillies,  thought  to  be  de- 
scended of  the  ancient  Balliols,  and  the  Browns, 
with  a  great  many  others,  too  numerous  to  be 
here  mentioned. 

The  fourth  and  last,  and  indeed  the  least,  class 
of  Scottish  Surnames,  is  those  whose  descent  is 
from  Denmark,  and  some  other  northern  regions. 
Some  antiquaries,  more  especially  our  heralds* 
presume  the  Ramseys,Cabnegies,  and  Munboes, 
to  have  come  originally  from  Germany,  by  reason 
of  their  armorial  bearings.  The  Grants  assert 
themselves  to  be  of  a  Danish  descent,  from  Aquin 
de  Grand,  or  Grant.  Sir  John  de  Grant  is  one 
of  these  mentioned  in  the  debates  which  fell  out 
after  the  death  of  king  Alexander  III.  The 
Menzies's  also  contend  to  be  of  a  Danish  extract ; 
as  also  some  others,  more  especially  of  the  clans, 
as  shall  be  hereafter  specified. 
'  Having  thus  briefly  illustrated,  by  instances, 
the  several  classes  of  Scottish  surnames,  I  shall 
proceed  next  to  an  account  of  the  clans,  or  those 
whose  surnames  commence  with  Mac,  of  which 
such  as  are  nobilitated,  being  so  fully  treated  of 
in  the  Scottish  Peerage,  shall  not  therefore  be 
touched  in  this  place;  nor  the  MacDowals  of 
Galloway,  Macllvains,  MacGuffogs,  MacCullos, 
and  some  others,  who,  though  of  an  ancient  Scottish 
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extract,  yet  having  no  manner  of  correspondence 
or  agreement  in  language,  habit,  or  any  other  cir- 
cumstances with  those  most  properly  termed  clans, 
shall  not  here  be  insisted  upon.  I  shall  therefore 
confine  myself  wholly  to  the  Highland  clans,  which 
are  ordinarily  conjoined  in  our  old  records  and 
acts  of  parliament. 
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HAVING  already  offered  some  few  argument* 
for  evincing  of  some  of  the  clans,  and  other  sur- 
names of  a  Scottish  extract,  to  be  the  genuine 
progeny  of  the  ancient  Scots,  who  at  different 
junctures  planted  the  western  parts  of  Scotland, 
I  shall  not,  in  tins  place,  farther  insist  upon  that 
subject,  but  proceed  to  an  account  of  the  Mac- 
Donalds,  who,  for  many  ages,  were  of  the  greatest 
esteem,  and  deservedly  had  the  precedency  of 
other  clans*  For  had  not  their  fate  been  to  be 
planted  in  the  most  remote  corners  of  this  king* 
dom,  and  by  that  means  no  object  or  occasion 
offered  of  exerting  that  valour  and  vigour  so  very 
natural  to  them,  their  actions  had  been  recorded 
in  as  bright  characters  as  those  of  the  Douglasses, 
or  any  others  of  our  heroic  surnames. 

The  chieftain,  or  Phylarcha,  of  this  tribe,  or 
clan*  and  from  whom  the  principal  men  thereof  are 
descended,  according  to  Mr.  Welsh,  and  some 
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ether  Irish,  also  some  of  our  Scottish  seneciones, 
or  genealogists,  about  a  century  before  our  Sa- 
viour's nativity,  was  Coll,  to-named  Vuais,  who 
had  two  oousin-germans  of  the  same  name,  they 
being,  by  three  several  sons,  grandchildren  to  Con 
Cenchathach,  or  Constantino  Centimachus,  king 
of  Ireland,  so  named  from  his  fighting  a  hundred 
conflicts,  in  his  time,  against  foreign  invaders  of 
his  kingdom,  and  homebred  rebels,  as  the  Irish 
History  asserts.  From  these  three  Colls  some  of 
the  most  ancient  of  the  clans  deduce  their  descent; 
and  as  these  are  termed  descendants  of  the  Milesian 
stem,  so  they  are  also  designed  Sliochd  nan  Col- 
luibb,  or  the  posterity  of  the  Colls;  in  the  like 
manner,  as  the  Campbells  are  designed  both 
Clanoduibhne  and  Siol  Diarmuid,  the  children  of 
Duina,  and  progeny  of  Dermid,  two  of  the  most 
famed  of  their  ancestors. 

Coll  Vuais's  son  was  called  Gillebreid,  or,  as 
our  histories  name  him,  Bredius.  .  This  Bredius, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Ederus,  about  fifty-four  years 
before  our  Saviour's  nativity,  with  an  army  of  his 
islanders,  entered  Morvern,  and  the  other  western 
continent,  which  having  with  great  barbarity  de- 
populated, he  was  in  his  return  met  by  king  Ede- 
rus, with  an  army,  and  entirely  defeated.  Bredius 
hardly  escaping,  by  absconding  himself  in  a  cave, 
was  thence  termed  Bredius,  or  Gillebreid  of  the 
cave*  However,  after  the  kings  departure  he  ob- 
tained new  forces,  by  which  he  obliged  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  parts  to  become  his  tributaries,  in 
which  he  was  not  disturbed  by  king  Ederus,  then 
under  some  apprehensions  of  an  invasion  by  Julius 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


HACD0NALB8.  47 

Caesar,  who  at  that  juncture  bad  invaded  the 
south  parts  of  Britain. 

Bredius's  son  was  called  Sumerledus,  from 
whom  the  chieftains  of  that  clan  were,  for  some 
ages,  designed  MacSoirles,  or  Sumerledsons ;  as 
Richard  Southwell,  an  English  writer,  in  bis  ac- 
count of  the  petty  kings,  or  Reguli,  of  some  of 
the  British  isles,  while  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Norvegian  kings,  asserts,  who  says,  that  those 
Reguli  possessed  all  the  isles  round  Britain,  at 
least  Scotland,  except  those  possessed  by  the 
son  of  Sumerledus,  being  most  of  our  Ebudse,  or 
Western  Isles,  then  possessed  by  the  MacDonalds. 

Sumerledus  son  was  called  Bannald ;  Rannald's 
son  was  called  Donald ;  which  name  continued  for 
several  successive  generations,  and  from  which 
that  clan  obtained  their  denomination.  The  first 
of  these  Donalds  of  the  isles,  found  upon  record, 
was  that  Donald,  who,  about  the  year  248  of  the 
christian  epocha,  in  the  reign  of  king  Findoch, 
made  a  descent  upon  the  continent  of  Argyll,  but 
being  defeated  by  the  king,  was  killed  with  a  great 
many  more  of  his  men:  for  revenge  of  whose 
death,  bis  son,  of  the  same  name,  in  the  year  269, 
and  first  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Donald  II.  with 
an  army,  entered  the  continent,  and  being  en- 
countered with  an  army  hastily  levied  by  the  king, 
that  prince  was  defeated  by  the  islanders.  The 
lung  dying  of  his  wounds  in  a  few  days,  Donald 
of  the  isles  usurped  the  government,  and  retained 
the  same  for  twelve  years,  at  the  end  of  which  he 
was  killed  by  Cratlinth,  king  Findoch's  son,  who 
kept  down  his  successors,  as  did  some  of  the  suo 
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eeedhig  kings.  They  made  no  great  disturbance 
for  a  considerable  time,  till,  the  year  768,  one  of 
these  chiefs  of  the  isles,  called  Donald,  made  an 
insurrection,  but  was  defeated  by  king  Eugenius. 
That  insurrection,  made  by  Donald  Baan,  is  else- 
where mentioned. 

The  chiefs,  or  principal  persons  of  this  surname, 
as  soon  as  the  title  of  thane  came  to  be  used,  were, 
among  the  first  of  our  nobility,  dignified  therewith, 
by  the  title,*  first  of  thanes  of  the  isles,  and  after- 
wards thanes  of  Argyll,  upon  account  of  that  large 
tract  of  land,  possessed  by  the  chiefs  of  that  sur- 
name, besides  Kintyre  and  Kpapdale,  all  along  the 
western  sea-coasts  of  Argyllshire.  Of  these  were 
the  two  successive  Sumerleds,  mentioned  in  the 
reigns  of  king  Malcolm  IV.  and  king  Alexander  I. 
of  Scotland.  Tbe  last  of  these  two  Sumerleds9 
successor  was  Reginald,  or  Rannakl,  mentioned 
in  the  records  of  the  abbey  of  Paisley,  being 
founder  of  the  abbey  of  Sanda ;  Rannald'sson  was 
Donald,  mentioned  also  in  a  mortification  made  by 
him  to  tbe  abbey  of  Paisley. 

Donald  had  two  sons,  Angus,  or  JSneas,  his 
•successor,  and  Alexander,  progenitor  of  the  Mao- 
Alasters  in  Argyllshire.  Xhis  Angus,  upon  ac- 
count of  a  mortification  made  by  him,  is  men- 
tioned in  the  records  of  the  abbey  of  Paisley.  An- 
gus had  also  two  sons,  Alexander,  his  successor, 
and  John,  ancestor  of  the  MacEans  of  Ardna- 
murchan,  now  almost  extinct.  To  Alexander, 
mentioned  in  some  old  records  of  Argyll,  succeeded 
Angus  Moir,  or  the  Great,  who,  with  two  thou- 
sand men,  was  with  king  Robert  Bruce  at  tbe 
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battle  of  Bannockburn.  Angus'  successor  was 
also  called  Angus,  being  married  to  a  daughter  of 
Okeyan,  lord  Dunseverin  in  Ireland.  His  suc- 
cessor was  John,  who  very  much  aggrandized  his 
family  by  marrying  of  lady  Margaret  Stewart, 
daughter  to  king  Robert  II.  as  is  evident  by  two 
charters,  by  that  king,  in  his  favour,  by  designa- 
tion of  his  beloved  son-in-law,  of  the  lands  of  Moy- 
dert  and  Croydert.  This  John  had  four  sons, 
Donald  his  successor,  John  of  Glins,  ancestor  to 
the  earl  of  Antrim,  in  Ireland,  Alexander,  by 
some  said  to  be  ancestor  of  the  MacDonalds  of 
Keppoch,  but  both,  by  what  I  can  find,  are  errors ; 
and  Allan,  who  was  ancestor  of  the  captain  of 
Clanronald ;  whereas,  Keppoch's  ancestor  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  Rannald,  son  to  Alexander 
of  Argyll,  and  the  Isles,  in  the  reign  of  king  Alex- 
ander III. 

Donald,  lord  of  the  Isles,  married  a  daughter 
of  Walter  Lesley,  who,  in  right  of  his  wife,  daugh- 
ter of  William,  last  earl  of  Ross,  was  earl  of  that 
estate.     He  had  one  son,  who  left  only  one  daugh- 
ter, heiress  to  that  earldom ;  which  daughter  hav- 
ing become  a  nun,  disponed  her  estate  to  John 
Stewart,  earl  of  Buchan,  second  son  to  Robert, 
earl  of  Fife  and  Montieth,  then  Governor  of  Scot- 
land.    The  lord  of  the  Isles,  judging  himself  pre- 
judged by  the  said  right,  applied  to  the  governor 
ibr  redress,  but  to  no  purpose ;  whereupon,  resolv- 
ing to  assert  his  right  by  arms,  he,  for  that  effect, 
levied  ten,   or,  as  most  assert,  twelve  thousand 
men,  and  marching  through  Murray,  was  encoun- 
tered, with  an  army  of  equal  number,  by  Alexah- 
E 
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der  Stewart,  earl  of  Marr,  the  bravest  general  of 
his  age,  at  a  village  called  Harlaw,  in  the  year 
1411 ;  betwixt  whom  was  fought  the  most  bloody 
conflict  that  for  many  ages  had  been  observed  to 
have  been  fought  betwixt  native  Scottish  men,  till 
night  parted   them.      Next  morning,   observing 
their  mutual  loss,   they    marched   off  with   the 
small  remains  of  their  several  armies.     However, 
the  lord  of  the  Isles,  in  a  little  time  thereafter, 
took  possession  of  the  earldom  of  Ross,  and  left 
the  same  to  his  successor,  Alexander,  designed 
earl  of  Boss,  Kintyre,  and  Inchegal,  or  west  Isles. 
He  had  also  another  son,  Donald  Balloch,  or  spot- 
ted Donald,  who,  upon  the  accession  of  king  James 
I.  to  the  throne,  and  bis  depriving  his  brother, 
Alexander,  lord  of  the  Isles,  of  the  earldom  of 
Ross,  and  imprisoning  him,  levied  an  army  of  ten 
thousand  men,  and  being  engaged  at  Ennerlochy, 
by  the  Stewarts,  earls  of  Marr  and  Caithness,  their 
army  was  defeated  by  that  of  Balloch,  with  the 
death  of  the  earl  of  Caithness,  one  of  the  generals : 
but  upon  the  king's  approach  with  another  army, 
Donald  Balloch  was  deserted  by  a  great  many  of 
his  forces,  and  was  obliged  to  flee  to  Ireland, 
where,  at  king  James's  desire,  he  was  executed. 

Alexander,  earl  of  Ross  and  the  Isles,  was  mar- 
ried to  the  earl  of  Huntley's  daughter,  of  which 
marriage  he  had  three  sons,  John,  his  successor, 
Hugh,  first  of  Slate,  ancestor  of  Sir  Donald  Mac- 
Donald,  and,  as  most  assert,  Alexander,  ancestor 
of  Glengary.  John,  earl  of  Ross,  married  a 
daughter  of  James,  lord  Levingston,  by  whom  he 
bad  issue,  and  being  deprived,  by  forfaulture,  of 
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the  earldom  of  Ross,  for  some  disloyal  practices, 
in  the  minority  of  king  James  III.  his  other  es- 
tate was  conveyed,  in  favour  of  Donald,  grandson 
to  this  John,  by  Angus,  his  natural  son.     This 
Donald  also  dying  without  issue,  king  James  V. 
took  the  estate  into  his  own  hand ;  but  this  does 
not  hold  with  the  assertion  of  most  of  the  seneciones, 
who  record  the  affairs  of  this  surname.     They  con- 
trovert the  above  account,  by  asserting  that  this 
Donald,  last  lord  of  the  Isles,  died  in  the  reign  of 
king  James  VI.  and  leaving  no  issue,  the  king  took 
the  estate  into  his  own  hands,  and  afterwards  dis- 
poned it  to  a  brother  of  the  earl  of  Argyll,  who  dy- 
ing without  issue,  all  those  lands  fell  into  the  family 
of  Argyll,  as  they  yet  continue.     That  which  con- 
firms this  opinion  is,  that  the  lord  of  the  Isles  is 
mentioned  in  Knox's  History,  to  have  received 
pay  from  Henry  VIII.  king  of  England,  in  the 
time  of  the  earl  of  Arran's  regency,  which  was 
after  the  death  of  king  James  V.      It  is  also 
asserted,  that  the  ancestor  of  MacDonald  of  Slate, 
was  son  to  Angus,  lord  of  the  Isles,  and  bro- 
ther to  that  John  who  was  married  to  a  daugh- 
ter of  king  Robert  II.   and  that  the  ancestor 
of  MacDonald  of  Lergie  came  off  the  family  of 
MacDonald  much  about  the  same  time.      But, 
seeing  there  are  more  who  adhere  to  the  first  than 
the  last  account,  I  shall  leave  the  same  to  be  de- 
termined by  those  better  seen  in  the  concerns  of 
that  name ;   observing,  only,  that  MacDonald  of 
Slate  hath  always  been  reputed  the  chief  family  of 
that  surname,  since  the  extinction  of  the  lords  of 
the  Isles,  and,  as  such,  is  always  designed,  by  wrfy 
2 
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eminency,  Maconel,  or  MacDonald,  without 
any  further  distinction. 

This  surname  was  formerly,  and  at  present, 
divided  into  six  different  families,  which  retain 
the  surname  of  MacDonald ;  and  other  six  families, 
which  pass  under  other  other  denominations,  yet 
own  their  descent  to  be  off  the  family  of  Mac- 
Donald. 

The  first  of  those  families  who  retain  the  sur- 
name of  MacDonald,  is  that  of  Slate,  being  not 
only  the  latest  descended,  but  also  possessed  of 
the  most  plentiful  estate,  of  any  other  of  that  sur- 
name, both  in  the  isle  of  Sky  and  the  western  con- 
tinent of  Morvean  and  Croydert.  The  present 
MacDonald  of  Slate  is  a  boy,  being  son  to  James 
MacDonald  of  Orinsay,  second  brother  to  the  late 
Sir  Donald,  The  next  principal  man  of  that  fa- 
mily is  William  MacDonald,  present  tutor  of 
Slate,  and  youngest  brother  to  the  said  Sir  Donald* 
The  principal  residence  of  that  family  is  the  castle 
of  Duntuilm,  situated  in  the  north  part  of  the  isle 
of  Sky.  They  have  also  another  place  of  residence, 
adorned  with  stately  edifices,  pleasant  gardens, 
and  other  regular  polices,  called  Armodel,  upon 
the  south  coast  of  the  same  isle. 

The  second  family  of  that  surname,  of  most  re- 
pute, next  to  that  of  Slate,  in  respect  of  estate,  and 
all  other  circumstances,  is  that  of  Clanronald ;  the 
principal  man  of  which  is  designed  captain  of  Clan- 
ronald, and  in  the  Irish  language  Macmhicaillain, 
or  the  son  of  Allanson ;  it  seeming  that  his  proper 
name,  who  was  progenitor  of  this  sept,  and  came 
first  off  the  family  of  MacDonald,  was  Allan*    The 
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whole  tribe  is  also  termed  Siolaillain,  or  the  pro-' 
gepy  of  Allan.  The  person  of  best  repute  of  this  fa- 
mily, next  to  the  captain,  is  MacRonald  of  Bencula. 
This  family,  having  an  old  quarrel  with  the  surname 
of  Fraser,  determined  the  same  by  a  formal  conflict, 
in  the  time  of  the  regency  of  queen  Mary  of  Guise* 
.  mother  to  queen  Mary  of  Scotland,  at  the  village  of 
Harlaw,  famous  for  the  battle,  fought  formerly 
thereat,  by  Stewart,  earl  of  Mar,  and  Mac  Donald, 
earl  of  Ross,  There  were  said  to  be  upwards  of  two 
thousand  men  on  both  sides,  of  which  scarce  a 
hundred  are  said  to  have  survived  that  fatal  con- 
flict. The  northern  branch  of  the  name  of  Fraser 
was  in  a  manner  cut  off ;  but  Providence  favoured 
them  so  far,  that  eighty  of  their  principal  men 
left  their  wives  with  child,  all  of  whom  were  de- 
livered of  sons,  who  all  came  to  age.  The  prin- 
cipal residence  of  the  captain  of  Clanronald  is 
Castletirim,  in  the  western  continent  of  Moydert, 
where  a  good  part  of  this  gentleman's  estate  lies, 
the  other  part  lying  in  North  and  South  Uists, 
in  the  first  of  which  isles  the  captain  ordinarily 
resides. 

v  The  third  family,  of  best  repute,  of  that  sur- 
name, is  MacDonald  of  Glengary.  The  next 
principal  man  of  this  family,  to  Glengary,  is  Angus 
MacDonald,  brother  to  the  late  Glengary,  a  gen- 
tleman of  good  account  and  circumstances.  Glen- 
gary's  interest  lies  mostly  in  that  part  of  Lochaber, 
within  the  shire  of  Inverness.  Glengary,  in  their 
native  language,  is  designed  MacMhicallester,  or 
the  son  of  Alexander.  This  gentleman's  residence 
is  the  castle  of  Innergray,  in  Lochaber ;  but  that 
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castle  not  being  now  in  repair,  be  resides  in  an 
island,  in  a  loch,  called  Locheawich,  in  the  said 
country. 

The  fourth  principal  family  of  this  surname 
is  that  of  Kepoch,  ordinarily  designed  MacHi- 
craneill,  or  the  son  of  Ronaldson.  His  resi- 
dence is  in  Kepoch,  in  the  lower  part  of  Lochaber, 
which,  together  with  Glenroy,  the  property  where- 
of belongs  to  the  laird  of  Macintosh,  being  a 
large  tract  of  land,  is  possessed  by  the  present 
Kepoch,  and  hath  been  so  for  divers  ages  by  his 
ancestors,  without  any  other  acknowledgment  to 
Macintosh,  than  such  a  gratuity  as  they  thought 
fit  to  give.  The  late  laird  of  Macintosh,  in  the 
year  1687,  endeavouring  to  dispossess  Kepoch  of 
these  lands  by  force,  raised  twelve  hundred  of  bis 
own  men,  and  obtained  from  the  government  the 
concurrence  of  a  company  of  the  regular  forces, 
under  command  of  captain  MacKenzie  of  Suddey. 
Kepoch,  with  a  few  more  than  the  half  of  that 
number,  encountered  with  Macintosh  and  his 
party,  and  entirely  defeated  the  same,  with  the 
death  of  captain  MacKenzie,  and  a  great  many 
others,  having  taken  Macintosh  prisoner,  and 
obliged  him  to  renounce  bis  pretensions  to  those 
lands,  for  which  Kepoch  was  denounced  rebel ; 
but  the  revolution  coming  on  the  subsequent  year, 
he  was  not  further  prosecuted  for  that  affair,  and 
the  present  laird  of  Macintosh  having  given  him 
a  new  grant  of  these  lands,  he  continues  in  posses- 
sion of  the  same.  Next  to  this  family  are  Ronald, 
Alexander,  and  Angus,  brethren  to  the  present 
CoU  MacDonald  of  Kepoch. 
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The  fifth  principal  family  of  this  surname  is 
that  of  Largy.  '  This  gentleman's  residence  is  in 
the  sooth  part  of  the  peninsula  of  Kiatyre,  within 
four  miles  of  the  Mule,  or  cape  of  Kintyre.  The 
next  man  of  account,  to  this  family,  is  MacDon- 
ald  of  Sanda,  residing  in  the  said  country. 

The  sixth  principal  family  of  this  name,  is  Mac- 
Donald  of  Glencoe,  his  residence  being  in  Polli- 
wig,  in  Glencoe.  The  next  principal  man,  of 
this  family,  is  MacDonald  of  Attriatain,  in  the 
same  country. 

The  first  of  those  families,  of  another  denomina- 
tion, which  derive  their  origin  from  that  of  Mac- 
Donald,  is  that  of  MacCallaster,  the  principal  man 
of  which  is  MacCallaster  of  Loup,  whose  principal 
residence  is  in  Airdpatrick,  upon  the  south  side 
of  the  west  Loch-Tarbit,  in  Knapdale,  in  the 
shire  of  Argyll.  The  next  principal  man,  of  this 
family,  is  MacCallaster  of  Tarbit,  in  the  same 
shire. 

The  second  principal  family,  of  those  of  another 
denomination,  is  that  of  MacNab,  his  principal 
residence  being  at  Kinally,  in  Braidalbin,  in  the 
shire  of  Perth.  This  gentleman  is  recorded  to  be 
descended  of  a  son  of  the  first  abbot  of  Incbcbaf- 
fery,  whose  surname  was  MacDonald,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  of  king  Alexander  II.  The 
lairds  of  MacNab  had  pf  old  a  very  good  interest 
in  those  "parts,  but  lost  the  greatest  part  thereof 
upon  account  of  their  assisting  of  MacDouga], 
lord  of  Lorn,  against  king  Robert  Bruce,  at  the 
conflict  of  Dal  ree.  There  are  MacNabs  of  Incheun, 
and  Acharn,  with  several  other  landed  gentlemen, 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


56  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 

besides  the  principal  family  in  those  parts.  There 
is  also  a  pretty  numerous  sept  of  the  MacNabs, 
in  the  county  of  Dunegale,  in  Ireland,  who  term 
themselves  MacNabanies,  but  own  their  descent 
-from  the  Scottish  MacNabs,  or  Abbotsons. 

The  third  family,  of  this  kind,  is  that  of  the 
Maclntyres,  the  principal  person  of  these  being 
Maclntyre  of  Glennoe,  in  Glenorchy,  in  the  shire 
of  Perth.  The  other  heritors,  of  that  name,  are 
the  Maclntyres  of  Corries,  and  Cruachan. 

The  fourth  family,  of  this  kind,  is  that  of  Mao 
Aphie,  whose  ancestors,  for  many  ages,  were  lairds 
of  the  isle  of  Collinsay,  which  was  violently  wrested 
from  that  family*  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  I.  by  Coll  Eeitach  MacDonald,  who 
lost  his  life,  and  unjust  purchase,  in  the  time  of 
the  civil  wars :  but  the  interest  was  never  restored 
to  MacAphie.  The  greatest  part  of  that  name  re- 
side in  Lochaber,  and  Upper  Lorn, 

The  fifth  of  these  families  is  that  of  MacKechoirn, 
whose  principal  residence  is  at  Eillellan,  within 
two  miles  of  the  cape  of  Eintyre.  The  sixth,  and 
last,  is  that  of  the  MacEechnies.  The  interest  of 
the  principal  person  of  these  was  at  Tangay,  in 
the  south  part  of  Eintyre. 

Besides  these  mentioned,  there  are  divers  other 
small  clans,  who,  though  not  descended  from,  yet 
of  a  long  time  have  been  dependants  upon  the 
MacDonalds ;  as  the  MacEinnings  of  the  isle  of 
Sky,  whose  chief  is  the  laird  of  MacEinney,  a 
gentleman  of  a  good  estate  in  that  isle,  and  in 
Mull,  and  depending  on  the  family  of  Slate.  The 
MacWalricks,  also,  who  derive  their  origin  from 
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one  Ulrick  Kennedy,  a  son  of  the  family  of  Dunures, 
who,  for  slaughter,  fled,  divers  ages  ago,  to  Locha- 
ber ;  his  progeny,  from  the  proper  name  of  their 
ancestor,  deriving  their  surname  of  Mac Walricks ; 
the  principal  person  of  whom  is  MacWalrick  of 
Linachan,  in  Lochaber,  who,  with  his  sept,  are  de- 
pendants of  the  family  of  Kepoch ;  as  are  the 
MacEenricks,  being  originally  MacNauchtans,  de- 
pendants on  the  family  of  Glencoe.  The  Mac- 
Gillmories,  and  others,  are  dependants  on  the  fa- 
mily of  Glengary ;  as  are  the  Macllrevies  on  the 
family  of  Clanronald,  with  divers  others,  too  nu- 
merous here  to  be  mentioned. 

The  MacDonalds,  in  their  atchievements,  or 
armorial  bearings,  have  four  several  kinds  of  bear- 
ings s  as  first,  Or,  a  lion,  rampant,  azure,  armed, 
and  langued  gules*  Second,  *  defter  hand  cou- 
pee,  holding  a  cross  crosslet,  fitchie  sable*  Third, 
Or,  a  ship,  with  ber  sails  furled  saUerwise,  sable. 
Fourth,  a  salmon  naiant,  proper,  with  *  chief  waved, 
argent. 
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PARTICULARLY  OF  LORN. 


THE  surname  of  MacDougal,  though  now 
somewhat  low,  yet,  in  respect  of  the  ancient  power, 
grandeur,  and  antiquity  thereof,  deserves'in  jus* 
tice  to  be  mentioned  next  to  that  of  MacDonald ; 
the  chiefs,  or  principal  men  of  that  surname,  being, 
for  some  considerable  time,  dignified  with  the  title 
of  lords  of  Lorn,  a  country  of  a  very  large  extent, 
and  of  old  valued  a  seven  hundred  merk  land. 
These*  lords  of  Lorn,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  William  the  Lyon,  till  the  reign  of  king 
Robert  I.  were  of  the  greatest  power  of  any  other 
of  the  Highland  clans ;  the  family  of  MacDonald 
being  very  much  depressed,  in  those  times,  by 
reason  of  the  insurrections  made  against  the  go- 
vernment by  the  two  successive  Sumerleds,  chiefs 
of  that  surname.  It  might  be  rationally  presumed, 
that  the  MacDougals  of  Lorn  are  originally  de- 
scended of  the  family  of  MacDougal  of  Galloway, 
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if  not  absolutely,  at  least  among  the  most  ancient 
families  of  Scotland;  the  armorial  bearing  of  both 
these  families,  which  is  the  most  authentic  docu- 
ment can  be  adduced  in  this  case,  differing  very 
little  in  any  material  circumstance.  Nevertheless, 
the  MacDougals  of  Lorn,  for  any  thing  I  can  find, 
refuse  their  descent  to  be  from  those  of  Galloway, 
making  it  from  one  of  these  Colls  already  men- 
tioned in  the  genealogy  of  the  MacDonalds,  at 
least  from  the  Milesian  race  of  the  ancient  kings 
of  Ireland,  in  common  with  some  others  of  the 
most  ancient  Highland  clans. 

The  first  to  be  met  with,  on  record,  of  these 
lords  of  Lorn,  is  Duncan,  who,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  reign  of  king  William,  founded  the  priory 
of  Ardchattan  in  Lorn,  who  had  two  sons,  Alexan- 
der his  successor,  and  Duncan.     Alexander  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  John  Cummine,  lord  of  Ba^ 
denoch,  chief  of  that  potent  and  numerous  sur- 
name.    Of  this  marriage  he  had  John  Bacah,  or 
halting,  his  successor.     This  John,  lord  of  Lorn, 
upon  king  Robert  I.'s   killing  John   Cummine, 
lord  of  Badenoch,  Lorn's  cousin,  at  Dumfries,  be- 
came, upon  that  account,  an  inveterate  enemy  to 
that  king  and  his  interest,  and,  as  such,  used  his 
utmost  efforts  in  molesting  Sir  Neil  Campbell  of 
Lochow,    the   king's  brother-in-law,    and   other 
lpyalists  in  those  parts.     For  relief  of  whom  the 
king,  with  a  party  of  his  friends,  marched  for  Ar- 
gyllshire;  but  before  he  could  join  his  friends 
there,  the  lord  of  Lorn,  with  an  array  vastly  supe- 
rior to  his,  encountered  him,  and  his  small  party, 
at  Strathfillan,  upon  a  plain,  called  as  yet,  from 
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that  event,  Dalree,  or  king's  plain,  and  did  so  far 
overpower  the  king's  forces,  that,  after  a  sharp 
conflict,  he  entirely  defeated  the  same.     The  king 
himself  narrowly  escaped  being  either  killed  or 
taken,  one  of  Lorn's  soldiers  having  taken  hold 
of  his  scarf,  worn  bend-ways  over  his  shoulder, 
and  though  the  king  knocked  the  soldier  dead 
with  a  steel  mace,  yet  he  did  not  let  go  his  hold 
till  the  king  was  obliged  to  loose  the  buckle  which 
fastened  the  scarf,  and  to  leave  the  same  in  the 
soldier's  hands ;    which  large  silver  buckle  was  of 
late  extant  in  the  hands  of  the  laird  of  MacDougal, 
if  not  as  yet,  as  a  memorial  or  trophy  of  that  vic- 
tory.     The  king  was  again  assaulted  by   three 
robust  fellows  of  Lorn's  men,  called  MacAnorsoirs, 
who  encountering  him  in  a  strait  pass,   one  of 
them  seized  his  bridle,  and  another  his  leg,  and 
and  the  third  jumped  on  behind  him  ;  nevertheless, 
such  was  the  unparalleled  valour  and  presence  of 
mind  of  that  heroic  prince,  that  in  the  end  he  des- 
patched those  three  ruffians,  and  escaped,  but  was 
necessitated  to  quit  his  horse,  coming  on  foot  for 
two  miles  of  very  bad  way,  to  the  upper  end  of 
Lochlomond,  and  for  twelve  miles  more  through 
woods  and  precipices  all  along  the  north  side  of 
that  loch,  having  lodged,  the  night  the  battle  was 
fought,  in  a  cave  in  Craigrostane,  in  the  parish  of 
Buchanan,  called  as  yet  the  king's  cave,  and,  as  is 
reported  by  tradition,  having  come  next  day  to 
Maurice,  laird  of  Buchanan,  he  conducted  him  to 
Malcolm,  earl   of  Lennox,  by  whom  he  was  pre- 
served for  some  time,  till  he  got  to  a  place  of 
safety. 
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This  John,  lord  of  Lorn,  as  soon  as  king  Ro- 
bert bad  obtained  possession  of  his  kingdom,  bad 
his  estate  forfaulted,  and  given  to  Stewart  of  In- 
nermeth  and  Dining,  a  descendant  of  the  family 
of  Darnly,  who  (as  many  of  our  historians  say,) 
married  a  daughter  of  the  lord  of  Lorn ;  which  if  he 
did,  it  was  upon  the  same  account  that  Leving- 
ston,  of  that  ilk,  married  a  daughter  of  Patrick, 
lord  of  Callandar,  forfaulted  at  the  same  time, 
both  being  done  for  the  better  securing  of  their 
rights  to  those  estates,  against  the  pretensions  of 
the  nearest  of  both  those  surnames  to  the  same. 
This  lordship  continued  with  the  Stewarts  for 
four  descents,  till  in  the  reign  of  king  James  III. 
the  same  was  conveyed,  by  marriage  of  the  three 
coheiresses  of  John,  last  lord  Lorn,  to  the  earl 
of  Argyll,  and  the  Campbells  of  Glenorchy  and 
Ottar. 

There  are  none  now  remaining  of  the  male  issue 
of  Stewart,  lord  Lorn,  at  least  in  those  parts,  ex- 
cept Stewart  of  Appia,  whose  ancestor  was  Dou- 
gal,  son  to  Stewart,  second  lord  Lorn,  of  which 
estate  he  got  that  of  Appin,  retained  as  yet  by  his 
representative,  who,  with  those  of  his  family,  al- 
ways associates  with  the  other  clans.  Next  to  Ap- 
pin is  Stewart  of  Ardsheal,  who,  with  a  good  num- 
ber of  gentlemen,  and  others  of  that  family,  reside 
in  those  parts. 

The  dependants  on  the  surname  of  MacDougal, 
are  the  MacOleas,  MacAheirs,  and  others.  The 
principal  residence  of  John,  present  laird  of  Mac- 
Dougal, is  the  castle  of  Dunolich,  in  Mid  Lorn, 
being  one  of  the  ancient  mansions  of  that  family, 
F 
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The  person  of  best  account,  next  to  the  laird  of 
MacDougal,  isMacDougal  of  Gallanach,  there  be- 
ing divers  other  gentlemen  of  that  name  reading 
in  those  parts. 

The  armorial  bearing  of  MacDougal  of  Lorn  is, 
quarterly,  first  and  fourth,  in  a  field  azure,  a  lion 
rampant,  argent,  for  MacDougal.  Second  and 
third,  Or,  a  lymphad  sable,  with  flame  of  fire  issu- 
ing out  of  the  topmast,  proper,  for  Lorn. 
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THIS  surname  of  MacNeil  being  one  of  the 
most  ancient  of  our  Scottish  clans,  is  originally 
descended  from  that  once  potent  and  flourishing 
surname  of  the  O'Neils  of  Ireland.  These  O'Neils 
were  divided  into  two  great  tribes,  the  one  termed 
the  northern,  and  the  other  the  southern  O'Neils. 
The  first  of  these,  for  a  great  many  ages,  until 
the  English  conquest,  were  provincial  kings  of 
North  Ulster.  After  the  English  conquest,  the 
title  of  king  being  abrogated  throughout  that 
kingdom,  the  successors  of  the  kings  of  Ulster 
were  designed  earls  of  Tyrone,  till,  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  Shaan  O'Neil,  earl  of  Tyrone, 
with  others  of  his  countrymen,  made  an  insurrec- 
tion against  that  queen.  But  her  better  fortune 
prevailing,  this  family,  in  a  short  time  thereafter, 
became  extinct,  the  lineal  representative  of  it  be- 
ing now  John  O'Neil,  Esquire,  of  Shaan  castle,  in 
the  county  of  Antrim,  a  gentleman  of  the  Protes- 
tant religion,  and  of  one  of  the  most  considerable 
2 
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fortunes  in  that  kingdom.  He  is  manager  to  the 
earl  of  Antrim's  affairs,  the  earl  himself  being 
minor,  who  is  a  nobleman  of  the  greatest  estate 
of  any  of  Scottish  descent,  in  that  kingdom,  whose 
ancestor  was  John,  second  son  to  John,  lord  of 
the  Isles,  by  the  lady  Margaret  Stewart,  daughter 
to  king  Robert,  the  second  of  that  name,  and  first 
of  the  Stewarts.  This  John's  lineal  successor  was 
Sorely  Buey,  or  fair  Sumerled  MacDonald  of 
Glins,  who  went  to  Ireland,  as  some  say,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  of  England,  or,  as  others, 
more  probably,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
where  he  so  far  signalized  himself  in  the  queen's 
service  against  Tyrone,  and  others  in  arms  against 
her,  that,  at  the  end  of  those  wars,  the  queen,  in 
recompense  of  his  services,  gave  him  that  estate, 
of  which  his  representative  is  yet  in  possession. 

Eetine,  and  other  Irish  historians,  derive  the 
origin  of  the  O'Neils  from  Neil,  son  to  Milesius, 
king  of  Gallicia,  in  Spain,  who,  with  Hiber,  Eri- 
mon,  and  Ir,  his  three  brethren,  came  with  the 
first  Gathelians,  or  Scots,  who,  by  conquest  of 
Ecta,  Ketur,  and  Tectius,  kings  of  the  Dedannins, 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  that  kingdom,  obtained 
the  sovereign  possession  of  the  same.  The  Mao- 
Neils  of  Scotland,  a  branch  of  those  of  Ireland, 
are  reported  to  have  come  here  with  the  first  Scots, 
who,  from  Ireland,  planted  Argyllshire,  and  the 
Western  Isles,  being,  for  some  ages  bypast,  di- 
vided into  two  considerable  families,  these  of  Barra, 
and  Taynish,  who,  of  a  long  time,  have  contended 
for  cbiefship,  or  precedency ;  but  the  matter  is 
generally  determined  in  favour  of  MacNeil  of 
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Barra,  who,  of  all  other  Highland  chiefs  of  clans, 
retains  most  of  the  magnificence  and  customs  of 
the  ancient  Phylarcha^  He  is  in  possession  of  the 
isle  of  Barra,  which  is  (of  a  pretty  large  extent, 
also  of  some  small  isles  round  it.  Mr.  Martin, 
composer  of  the  Western  Isles,  asserts,  that  Mac- 
Neil  of  Barra  can  produce  evidents,  for  thirty-six 
descents,  of  his  family's  possession  of  that  isle,  be- 
sides a  great  many  old  charters,  most  of  which  are 
not  legible.  However  this  be,  he  is  accounted 
one  of  the  most  ancient  chieftains  of  the  Highland 
clans.  His  principal  residence  is  the  castle  of 
Keismul,  situated  in  a  small  island  of  the  same 
name,  divided  by  a  small  canal  from  Barra,  and 
of  no  more  extent  than  what  the  castle,  and  a 
large  quadrangular  area,  or  closs,  round  it,  occu- 
pieth.  MacNeil  of  Taynish,  the  next  principal 
person  of  this  surname,  resides  in  Knapdale,  in 
Argyllshire,  in  which  are  also  MacNeil  of  Galia- 
chiol  and  Tarbart.  There  is  also  another  gentle- 
man of  that  name,  laird  of  the  isle  of  CoUinsay, 
once  the  property  of  the  MacAphies.  There  are  a 
good  many  more  gentlemen,  of  the  surname,  in 
the  Western  Isles,  and  the  continents  of  Eintyre 
and  Knapdale. 

The  armorial  bearing  of  Barra  is,  quarterly, 
first,  azure,  or,  as  others,  gules,  a  lion  rampant, 
argent.  Second,  Or,  a  hand  coupee,  fess-ways, 
gules,  holding  a  cross  croslet,  fitchee,  in  pale, 
azure.  Third,  Or,  a  lymphad  sable.  Fourth, 
parted  per  foss,  argent,  and  vert,  to  represent  the 
sea,  out  of  which  issucth  a  f  ock,  gules.  Supporters, 
two  large  fishes. 
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THIS  brave  and  heroic  surname  is  originally 
descended  from  that  of  Fitzgirald,  in  Ireland,  be- 
ing once  the  most  potent  surname  of  any  other, 
of  English  extract,  in  that  kingdom.  Speed,  and 
other  English  historians,  derive  the  genealogy  of 
the  Fitzgiralds  from  Seignior  Giraldo,  a  principal 
officer  under  William  the  Conqueror,  at  his  con* 
quest  of  England,  anno  1066.  This  Giraldo  got 
from  the  conqueror  the  lordship  of  Windsor,  from 
which  he  was  afterwards  'designed  of  Windsor, 
as  were  his  posterity,  from  his  proper  name  Fitz- 
giralds, or  Giraldsons.  Maurice  Fitzgirald,  grand* 
child  to  this  first  Girald,  by  orders  of  Strongbow, 
earl  of  Pembroke,  with  four  hundred  and  ninety 
men,  in  the  year  1169,  went,  in  aid  of  Dermud 
MacMurcho,  provincial  king  of  Leinster,  to  Ire- 
land, being  the  first  Englishman,  who,  in  a  hostile 
manner,  invaded  that  kingdom,  whatever  Atwood, 
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and  other  obscure  English  writers,  assert  to  the 
contrary :  the  ground  of  Fitzgirald's  invasion  be- 
ing briefly  as  follows : 

In  the  reign  of  Roderick  Oconer,  last  principal 
king  of  Ireland,  the  said  Dermud  took  away,  by 
force,  Orork,  provincial  king  of  Meath's  lady,  or 
queen,  which  injury  while  Orork  endeavoured  to 
resent,  he  and  his  party  were  defeated  by  the 
Leinstrians;  in  which  exigence  having  recourse 
to  the  principal  king,  he  was  so  effectually  assisted 
by  him,  as  obliged  MacMurcho,  after  some  defeats, 
to  abandon  Ireland,  and  betake  himself  to  the 
court  of  king  Henry  II.  of  England,  to  whom,  re- 
lating his  misfortune,  he  implored  his  aid  for  re- 
covering his  principality,  which,  upon  being  done, 
he  offered  to  resign  in  his  favour.  King  Henry 
being  a  prince  who  measured  the  justice  of  most 
causes,  if  in  any  way  beneficial  to  him,  by  the 
length  of  his  sword,  would  willingly  have  complied 
with  MacMurcho's  request,  had  he  not  been  en- 
gaged in  a  war  with  France.  However,  he  issued 
out  proclamations  authorizing  any  of  his  subjects, 
that  pleased  to  adventure  in  behalf  of  tljat  justly 
distressed  prince,  promising  to  maintain  them  in 
possession  of  what  they  could  acquire  in  that  king- 
dom; upon  which  Richard  Strongbow,  earl  of 
Pembroke,  a  nobleman,  no  less  powerful  than  po- 
pular, in  Wales,  condescended  to  go  to  Ireland 
with  Dermud,  upon  condition  that,  upon  recovery 
of  Leinster,  he  should  give  him  the  same,  and  his 
only  daughter  in  marriage,  which  being  readily 
agreed  to,  Pembroke  sent  first  over  Maurice  Fitz- 
girald,  as  already  mentioned,  and  went  afterwards 
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himself,  with  greater  forces ;  and,  having  defeated 
the  Irish  in  a  conflict,  recovered  Leinster,  and 
married  MacMurcho's  daughter.  King  Heniy 
hearing  of  his  subjects'  success,  patched  up  a 
peace  with  France,  and,  in  the  year  1170,  or,  as 
others,  1171,  went  over  into  that  kingdom,  with 
an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men,  and,  by  the  as- 
sistance of  the  treacherous  Leinstrians,  obtained  a 
victory  over  Oconor,  the  principal  king,  who  in  a 
short  time  thereafter  died.  After  his  death  the 
king  of  England  settled  his  conquest  of  that  king- 
dom, as  the  same  has  continued  ever  since,  not- 
withstanding of  the  many  efforts,  at  divers  junc- 
tures, used  by  the  native  Irish  for  shaking  off 
that  yoke. 

The  family  of  Strongbow,  in  a  little  time,  be- 
came extinct,  to  which,  in  grandeur,  succeeded 
that  of  Fitzgirald,  being  divided  into  two  power- 
ful [families,  the  earls  of  Desmond  and  KiJdare, 
concerning  each  of  which  two  I  shall  relate  a  cer- 
tain remarkable  passage,  ere  I  proceed  to  my  de- 
signed subject.  The  first  is  in  relation  to  that  of 
Desmond,  of  which  family  were  seven  brethren,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  or 
rather  queen  Mary,  of  England,  who,  being  ac- 
cused of  some  practices  against  the  government, 
were,  by  the  queen's  orders,  carried  into  England, 
and  relying  either  on  their  innocence,  or  the  inter- 
position of  powerful  friends,  appeared  very  cheer- 
ful for  some  hours  after  they  went  on  board,  till 
at  length  enquiring  at  the  captain  the  name  of  the 
ship,  they  were  told  it  was  named  the  Cow ;  upon 
hearing  of  which  they  all  fell  sweeping ;  the  rea- 
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son  of  which  sudden  change  being  demanded  by 
the  captain,  he  was  told  there  was  an  old  prophecy 
among  the  Irish,  that  seven  brethren,  the  most 
noble  of  the  kingdom,  should  be  at  once  carried  to 
England,  in  the  belly  of  a  cow,  none  of  which 
should  ever  return,  and  now,  though  the  thing  ap- 
peared to  be  very  ridiculous,  they  were  afraid  that 
it  would  be  accomplished  ;  as  accordingly  it  was, 
none  of  them  having  ever  returned,  some  of  them 
banished,  others  executed,  and .  their  estate  fore- 
faulted,  so  that,  in  a  short  time,  that  flourishing 
family  was  ruined.  The  other,  relating  to  Kil- 
dare,  is,  that  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  of 
England,  that  earl  was  very  ungovernable,  against 
whom  frequent  complaints  were  made  to  the  king, 
concluding  with  this,  that  all  Ireland  could  not 
govern  the  earl  of  Kildare.  Then,  said  the  king, 
shall  that  earl  govern  all  Ireland.  Upon  which 
be  sent  him  a  commission  for  being  lieutenant  of 
that  kingdom,  which. unexpected  favour  had  such 
effect  Upon  him,  that  he  continued  afterwards  a 
very  dutiful  and  loyal  subject  to  that  king. 

There  are  divers  other  good  families  of  this 
kingdom  descended  of  those  two  honourable  fami- 
lies, as  the  MacKerizies,  of  Colin  Fitzgirald,  son 
to  the  second  earl  of  Desmond,  who,  for  his  ser- 
vice at  the  battle  of  Largs,  against  the  Danes, 
anno  1264,  obtained  from  king  Alexander  III. 
the  lands  of  Kintail,  from  whose  son,  Kenneth, 
the  MacEenzies  are  denominated,  by  contraction 
instead  of  Eennethsons.  The  Adairs,  and  divers 
others,  are  also  descended  of  the  Fitzgiralds ;  as 
are  the  MacLeaks,  so  termed  contractedly,  but 
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more  properly  MacGilleans,  Fitzgirald,  brother, 
as  some  say,  to  Colin,  ancestor  of  the  MacKenzies. 
But  others,  with  more  probability,  assert  this  Gil- 
lean  to  have  been  a  son  of  the  earl  of  Kildare,  and, 
either  at,  or  in  a  little  time  after  his  cousin's  com* 
ing,  to  have  come  to  Scotland,  where,  falling 
into  great  favour  with  MacDonald,  lord  of  the 
Isles,  he  obtained  from  him  the  lands  of  Arcs, 
afterwards,  in  a  small  time,  the  whole  isles  of 
Mull,  Tyree,  Coll,  and  others,  being  a  very  large 
estate.  While  the  family  of  MacDonald  continued 
in  grandeur,  MacLean  was  always  his  lieutenant 
in  martial  expeditions,  as  in  the  battle  of  Harlaw, 
in  which  MacLean,  and  Irwin  of  Drum,  upon 
account  of  some  ancient  quarrel  betwixt  their  fa- 
milies, and  having  no  knowledge  of  one  another 
till  they  had  got  it  from  their  armorial  bearings, 
or  coats  of  arms,  punted,  as  was  usual  in  those 
times,  upon  their  shields,  engaged  hand  to  hand, 
and  died  both  upon  the  spot. 

MacLean,  with  his  name  and  dependants,  was 
at  the. battles  of  Flowdon  and  Pinky;  as  was 
Hector  MacLean,  and  his  regiment,  consisting  of 
six  hundred  men,  at  the  conflict  of  Innerkeithing, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  in  which  he,  and 
his  regiment,  after  a  valiant  resistance,  were  killed 
by  the  English,  few  or  none  escaping.  This  sur- 
name has  been  known,  for  some  ages  bygone,  in 
bravery  and  loyalty,  to  be  inferior  to  no  other  of 
this  kingdom.  The  laird  of  MacLean's  estate 
was  evicted  for  debt,  by  the  present  duke  of  Ar- 
gyll's grandfather,  and  is  now  in  the  duke's  hands. 
Hector,  the  present  laird,  is  abroad.    The  princi- 
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pal  residence  of  the  lairds  of  Maclean  is  the  strong 
castle  of  Dowart,  situated  upon  the  north  shore  of 
the  isle  of  Mull.  There  was  another  impregnable 
fort  belonging  to  this  family,  at  a  little  distance 
from  Mull,  called  Eerniburg. 

The  next  to  the  laird  of  MacLean,  is  MacLean 
of  Brolois.     The  person  of  best  estate  now,  of 
that  name,  is  MacLean  of  Lochbuy,  who  hath  a 
good  castle  and  estate  in  Mull.   There  is  MacLean 
of  Coll,  being  a  considerable  island  at  some  leagues 
distant  from  Mull.    There  is  also,  upon  the  oppo- 
site continent  to  Mull,  a  gentleman  of  good  ac- 
count, designed  MacLean  of  Ardgower.     He  is 
designed  ordinarily  MacMhicewin,  or  the  son  of 
Hughson,  his  ancestor,  a  son  of  the  laird  of  Mac- 
Lean,  being  properly  named  Hugh,     There  are 
also  a  great  number  of  other  gentlemen  of  that 
name  in  those  parts.      There  is  a  gentleman, 
termed  MacGuire,  of  Uluva,  being  a  pretty  large 
isle  to  the  south-west  of  Mull,  of  which  this  gen- 
tleman is  proprietor,  and  was  a  dependant  upon  the 
family  of  MacLean  while  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion, but  since  the  decline  of  that  family,  continues 
peaceable  in  his  owq  island,  not  much  concerned 
with  any  affairs  that  occur  in  any  other  part  of 
this  kingdom.     There  is  in  Athole,  and  other  nor- 
thern places,  a  sept  termed  the  MacOlays,  some 
of  which  are  in  Stirlingshire,  termed  MacLays, 
descended  also  of  the  family  of  MacLean. 

Divided  by  a  small  arm  of  the  sea  from  the  west 
point  of  Mull,  is  the  isle  Jona,  or  I-colm-kill,  fa- 
mous for  the  ancient  monastery  and  church  situa- 
ted therein,  and  no  less  so  upon  account  of  the 
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burial-place  of  forty-eight  of  our  Scottish  kings, ! 
with  divers  of  the  kings  of  Ireland  and  Norway, 
as  also  of  most  of  the  principal  families  of  our 
Highland  clans.  The  ruins  of  these  once  stately 
edifices  and  monuments  evince  thein  beauty  when 
in  repair.  There  are  two  singular  kinds  of  stones 
to  be  found  there,  of  which  are  a  great  many 
tombs  and  crosses,  and  which  composes  the  very 
mould  round  that  church,  and  of  which  consists  a 
great  deal  of  the  more  ornamental  parts  of  all  these 
structures ;  the  one  of  them  being  of  a  crimson- 
red  colour,  the  other  white,  the  nature  of  which 
cannot  be  easily  discovered.  These  stones,  in  out- 
ward appearance,  resemble  marble,  but  are  much 
harder,  and  not  so  brittle,  and  are  somewhat  po- 
rous, and  fully  as  light  as  any  ivory  or  ebony. 
There  is  none  of  that  kind  of  stone  to  be  found  in 
any  other  part  of  Britain  or  Ireland,  btit  only  in 
that  island,  and  in  another  little  ruinous  church, 
dedicated  to  St.  Colm,  close  by  the  Mule  of  Kin- 
tyre,  called  Kilchollumkill. 

The  laird  of  MacLean,  for  armorial  bearing,  hath 
four  coats,  quarterly.  First,  argent  a  rock  gules* 
Second,  argent  a  dexter  hand  fess-ways,  couped 
gules,  holding  a  cross  crosslet  fitchee,  in  pale  azure. 
Third,  Or,  a  lymphad,  sable.  Fourth,  argent,  a 
salmon  naiant  proper,  in  chief,  two  eagles  beads 
erased  a  fronte,  gules.  Crest,  a  tower  embattled, 
argent.  Motto,  Virtue  mine  Honour.  Supporters 
on  a  compartment.     Vert,  two  selchs  proper. 
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OF  THE 

SURNAME  OF  MACLEOD. 


THE  origin  of  the  surname  of  MacLeod* 
is  evidently  found,  and  by  that  name  always  ac- 
knowledged, to  be  Danish,  one  of  the  ancestors 
of  the  same  in  king  William's  reign,  being  the 
king  of  Denmark  or  Norway's  vicegerent  over 
the  isles,  belonging  to  that  king,  along  the  coasts 
of  Scotland,  from  whose  proper  name  of  Leodius, 
that  surname  derived  the  denomination  of  Mac- 
Leods. From  two  sons  of  Leodius,  called  Tor- 
quil,  and  Norman,  that  surname  was  divided  for  a 
considerable  time  into  two  principle  families  of 
Siol  Torquil,  and  Siol  Tormaild,  or  the  progeny 
of  Torquil,  and  Norman.  The  first  of  these  was 
proprietor  of  Lewis,  and  the  second  of  Harrise, 
from  which  two  estates  these  families  were  designed* 
Which  families,  at  the  expulsion  of  the  rest  of  their 
countrymen  by  king  Alexander  III.  were  in  such 
favour  with  the  king,  and  some  of  his  principal 
nobility,  that  they  were  allowed  to  continue  in  pos- 
G 
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session  of  their  large  estates,  and  also  obtained  the 
benefit  of  being  naturalized.  After  which  they  con- 
tinued for  divers  ages  in  a  flourishing  condition," till 
in  the  reign  of  king  James  VI.  that  MacLeod  of 
Lewis  had  the  misfortune  of  falling  into  some  dis- 
loyal practices,  for  which  he  was  forfeited.  King 
James  having  a  design  of  civilizing  and  improving 
that  large  and  fertile  island,  thought  that  a  fit  op- 
portunity of  falling  on  that  project,  and  in  order 
thereto,  gave  a  grant  of  the  Lewis  to  certain  gen- 
tlemen of  the  shire  of  Fife,  for  payment  of  a  small 
sum  of  feu-duty,  and  some  other  casualties.  Mac- 
Leod of  Lewis  dying,  these  gentlemen  thought  to 
get  their  design  with  all  facility  accomplished,  but 
were  very  far  disappointed ;  for  notwithstanding 
that  they  built  pretty  good  houses  near  one  ano- 
ther, in  the  form  of  a  village,  for  their  mutual 
defence,  yet  Murdo  MacLeod,  bastard  son  to 
MacLeod  of  Lewis,  with  some  of  his  father's  ten- 
ants and  dependants,  assaulted  the  Fife  lairds  in 
their  village,  and  having  fired  their  houses,  obliged 
them  all  to  become  his  prisoners,  and  for  preser- 
vation of  their  lives,  to  swear,  that  with  the  utmost 
diligence  they  would  abandon  the.  island,  and 
never  return,  which  was  punctually  performed. 
The  king  finding  this  method  would  not  do,  gave 
in  a  short  time  thereafter  a  grant  of  the  Lewis  to 
the  earl  of  Seaforth,  who,  with  his  clan,  residing 
upon  the  opposite  continent,  obtained  possession 
thereof,  and  the  more  easily,  in  regard  the  said 
Murdo  MacLeod  died  about  that  time ;  after  which, 
for  security  of  his  possession,  Seaforth,  or,  as  others 
say,  one  of  his  sons,  married  a  daughter  of  the  last 
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MacLeod  of  Lewis,  and  retained  possession  of  that 
estate  in.  all  time  thereafter  without  disturbance. 
Since  the  extinction  of  the  family  of  Lewis,  the 
principal  person,  and  chief  of  that  surname,  is 
MacLeod  of  Harrise,  being  a  gentleman  of  the 
greatest  estate«of  any  of  our  Highland  clans ;  his 
principal  residence  is  the  strong  castle  of  Dunve- 
gan  in  Sky,  in  which  isle  the  most  part  of  his  nu- 
merous clan  reside,  of  whom  are  a  great  number 
of  gentlemen  of  good  account. 

The  person  of  that  name  (for  any  thing  I  can 
find)  next  to  MacLeod's  family,  is  MacLeod  of 
Tallisker.  Those  of  other  denominations,  descend- 
ed of  that  surname,  are  the  MacGillechollums,  the 
chief  of  which  is  MacGillecholIum  of  Raarsa,  a 
considerable  island  near  Sky.  He  hath  a  pretty 
,  numerous  clan,  not  only  in  those  parts,  but  also- 
in  the  shires  of  Perth,  and  Argyll,  though  some 
in  the  last  of  these  shires  term  themselves  Mac- 
Callums,  pretending  to  be  Campbells ;  but  it  is. 
generally  thought  these  are  led  so  to  do,  more  by 
interest  than  by  justice,  there  being  no  satisfying 
reason  given  by  them  of  their  being  a  different 
stem  from  those  others  of  that  name,  who  own 
themselves  to  be  MacLeods.  The  second  sept  de- 
scended of  the  MacLeods,  is  the  MacCriomans, 
whereof  there  are  divers  in  the  above-mentioned 
two  shires.  The  third  sept  is  that  of  the  Mac- 
Lewis,  some  of  which  are  in  the  shire  of  Stirling. 

MacLeod  carries  for  arms,  azure,  a  castle  triple 
towered,  and  embattled,  argent,  masoned  sable, 
and  illuminated  gules, 

a 
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Macintoshes  and  MacPhersons. 


THE  surname  of  MacIntosh,  as  a  genealogical 
account  thereof  in  my  hands,  and  all  other  accounts 
of  the  same,  assert,  is  descended  of  that  ancient 
and  heroic  family  of  MacQuff,  thane  and  after* 
wards  earl  of  Fife.  The  ancestor  of  that  name, 
according  to  the  above  account,  was  Sheagh,  or 
Shaw  MacDuff,  second  son  to  Constantine,  third 
earl  of  Fife,  and  great-grandchild  to  Duncan  Mao* 
Duff,  last  thane,  and  first  earl  of  Fife  of  that  name. 
This  Shaw  MacDuff  went  with  king  Malcolm  IV. 
as  one  of  his  captains  in  that  expedition  he  made 
against  the  rebellious  Murrays,  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  Murray  land,  in  the  year  1163.  After 
the  suppression  of  that  rebellion,  Shaw  MacDuff, 
in  reward  of  his  eminent  service  upon  that  oocaaon, 
obtained  from  the  king  the  constableship  or  go- 
vernment of  the  castle  of  Inverness,  with  considera- 
ble interest  in  land  in  Peaty,  Breachly ,  and  other  ad- 
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jacent  places  to  that  castle,  with  the  forestry  of  the 
forest  of  Strdithherin,  all  which  family  belonged  to 
some  of  the  rebels.  The  country  people  of  those 
parts,  upon  notice  of  Shaw's  descent,  gave  him  the 
name  of  Maclntoshich,  or  thane's  son,  the  old  title 
of  thane,  by  which  his  ancestors  were  so  long  de- 
signed, obtaining  more  among  the  vulgar  than  the 
new  one  of  earl  so  lately  brought  into  use.  So  that 
.  he  continued  not  only  himself  to  be  so  denominated 
always  thereafter,  but  transmitted  the  same  as  a  sur- 
name to  his  posterity,  which  is  yet  retained;  though, 
as  it  would  seem,  there  was  one  of  his  sons,  who, 
instead  of  Macintosh,  choosed  rather  to  derive  his 
surname  from  this  Shaw's  proper  name,  being  an- 
cestor of  the  ShawsofRothemurchasin  Badenoch, 
one  of  whose  sons,  called  Ferquhard  Shaw,  having 
settled  in  Mai;,  was  ancestor  of  the  Ferquhardsons 
there,  the  principal  person  of  which  is  Ferquhard- 
sdn  of  Innercauld,  a  gentleman  of  a  good  estate. 
There  are  also  Ferquhardsons  of  Inverray,  and  a 
good  many  more  gentlemen  of  that  surname  in 
those  parts.  These  are  termed  in  Irish,  MacKin- 
lays,  from  Finlay  Moir,  one  of  their  ancestors,  who 
bore  the  royal  standard  at  the  battle  of  Flowdon, 
or  Pinky,  in  which  he  was  killed.  There  are 
divers  gentlemen,  and  others  of  the  vulgar  sort, 
in  the  northern  parts,  who  retain  the  surname  of 
Shaw  ;  so  that  it  is  pretty  clear  our  southern  Shaws, 
of  which  Shaw  of  Greenock  is  chief,  are  of  the 
same  stem. 

Angus,  the  fifth  in  descent  from  Shaw  Mac- 
Duff,  married  the  only  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Gilpatrick,  son  of  Dougat  Dall,  or  Dougal  the 
3 
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blind,  son  of  Gilcattan,  in  the  year  1291.  This 
Gilpatrick  was  chief  of  the  tribe  of  dan  Chattan, 
whose  estate  and  chiefship  by  tins  marriage  was 
conveyed  to  the  family  of  Macintosh,  whence  he 
was  for  a  long  time  designed  captain  of  clan  Chat- 
tan.  The  principal  person  of  that  name,  next  to 
the  laird  of  Macintosh,  is  brigadier  Macintosh  of 
Barium.  There  are  also  Macintoshes  of  Aberardor, 
Stron,  Conrndge,  and  a  great  many  others  of  good 
account  of  that  numerous  surname.  Macintosh  of 
Monnywaird,  by  this  account,  is  reckoned  the  first 
cadet  of  the  family  of  Macintosh,  descended  of 
Edward,  son  to  the  second  laird  of  Macintosh, 
about  the  year  1260;  but  Moony waird  refuses 
tfeiis,  and  differs,  both  in  his  surname,  and  armorial 
bearing,  from  ifce  edier  Macintoshes,  always  de- 
signing himself  Toshach,  and  asserting  that  his 
ancestor  was  a  son  of  the  eari  of  Fife. 

The  clan  Chattan  derive  their  origin  from  the 
Chatti,  a  German  tribe,  which  is  said  to  cone 
here  long  before  the  expulsion  of  the  Picts,  tbere 
being  no  other  ground  for  this  allegation,  than  the 
affinity  of  the  denomination  of  this  surname  to 
that  tribe.  But  the  account  of  the  family  of  Mack- 
intosh, with  more  probability,  derives  the  origin  of 
that  name,  MacCattan,  or  GilChattan,  from  Ire- 
land, and  so  to  be  accounted  an  ancient  Scottish 
name,  that  of  Cathan  being  an  ancient  Scottish 
proper  name ;  as,  for  instance,  St.  Cathan,  one  of 
our  primitive  Scottish  christians,  or  saints,  to 
whom  was  dedicated  the  priory  of  Ardchattan  in 
Lorn,  and  some  others  in  this  kingdom,  and  from 
the  proper  name  of  this  saint  was  named  Gillecat- 
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tao,  as  Giilecollum  and  Giflepadrick  were  from 
tbe  proper  names  of  St.  Colin,  and  St  Patrick, 
with  a  great  many  more  of  that  kind. 

The  principal  person,  or  chief,  of  the  clan  Chat* 
tan,  in  the  reign  of  king  David  L  dying  without 
male  issue,  his  brother  Murdo,  in  Irish  termed* 
Muriach,  parson  of  the  church  c£  Kingusie  in  Ba~ 
denoch,  was  assumed  by  the  clan  for  captain,  car 
chief,  who  had  two  sons ;  Gillecattan  his  successor, 
and  Ewan  Baan,  or  Hugh  the  fair,  his  second  son, 
who  had  three  sons;  Kenneth,  ancestor  of  the 
MacPhersons  of  Cluny,  John,  ancestor  of  Pit* 
mean,  and  Gilchrist,  ancestor  of  Inveressy.  Some 
of  this  Ewan  Baan's  posterity  assumed  the  sur* 
name  of  MacMumch's,  or  Murdosons,  from  their 
ancestor's  proper  name ;  others  of  them  MacPher- 
sons,  from  his  function;  but  both  acknowledge 
one  chief,  being  MacPherson  of  Cluny,  whose  es- 
tate and  residence,  as  also  that  of  his  clan,  is  in 
Badenoch.  The  principal  person  of  that  clan, 
next  to  Cluny,  is  MacPherson  of  Nuid.  There 
are  also  MacPhersons  of  Inveressy,  Pitmean,  with 
a  good  many  other  gentlemen  of  both  the  above- 
mentioned  septs  in  Badenoch,  and  the  adjacent 
places,  being  accounted  so  many  of  the  best  men 
of  the  clans.  The  principal  residence  of  the  laird 
of  Macintosh  is  in  an  isle  of  a  loch  upon  the  bor- 
der of  Lochaber,  called  Locbmoy,  and  thence  the 
isle  of  Moy.  He  hath  another  castle  called  Del- 
ganross,  upon  the  north  side  of  the  river  of  Spey, 
in  the  head  of  Murray,  or  shire  of  Inverness* 
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The  laird  of  Macintosh  carries  quarterly,  Or, 
a  lion  rampant,  gules,  as  cadet  of  MacDuff. 
Second,  argent,  a  dexter  hand  couped  fess-wpys, 
grasping  a  man's  heart,  pale-ways,  gules.  Third, 
azure,  a  bear's  head,  couped,  Or.  Fourth,  Or,  a 
lymphad,  her  oars  erected  in  spltyre,  sable,  upon 
account  of  the  marriage  with  the  heiress  of  clan 
Chattan.  Crest,  a  cat  saliant  proper.  Supporters, 
two  cats,  as  the  former.  Motto,  Touch. not  the 
Cat  but  a  Glove. 

MacPherson  of  Cluny  carries  parted  per  fess, 
Or,  and  azure,  a  lymphad,  or  galley,  her  sails 
furled,  her  oars  in  action  of  the  first:  in  the  dex* 
teir  chief  point  a  hand  coupee,  grasping  a  dagger 
pointing  upward,  gules,  for  killing  Cummine  lord 
Badenoch :  in  the  sinister  point,  a  cross  crosslet, 
fitchee,  gules.  Motto  and  crest,  the  same  with 
those  of  Macintosh. 
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THE  surname  of  Robertson  is  descended  of 
one  Duncan  Crosda,  or  crossgrained,  a  son  of 
IfacDonald,  lord  of  the  isles,  about  the  reign  of 
king  William  the  Lyon  ;  but  I  did  not  enumerate 
this  surname  among  the  descendants  of  other  de- 
nominations  of  that  family,  in  regard  that  of  Ro 
bertson  hath  for  divers  ages  been  reputed  a  dis- 
tinct surname,  and  had  no  dependance  upon  that 
of  MacDonald.  So  that  although  this  above  ac- 
count be  the  most  generally  received  in  relation  to 
the  descent  of  that  surname,  I  am  not  positive 
bow  far  it  is  acquiesced  in  by  those  of  the  same. 
However,  this  surname  of  Robertson  thath  been  of 
good  repute  for  some  ages  bygone ;  those  of  that 
surname  are  in  Irish  termed  Clan  Donnochie,  or 
Duncansons,  so  denominated  from  the  proper  name 
of  their  ancestor ;  but  in  English  termed  Robert- 
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sons,  from  one  Robert,  chief  of  that  name,  who 
signalized  himself  very  much  in  the  reign  of  king 
James  I.  and  apprehended  Robert  Graham,  one 
of  that  king's  murderers. 

The  surname  Skene  are  said  to  be  descended  of 
the  family  of  Strowan,  and  obtained  the  name  of 
Skene  for  killing  a  very  big  and  fierce  wolf,  at  a 
hupting,  in  company  with  the  king,  in  Stocket 
forest  in.  Athole ;  having  killed  the  wolf  with  a 
dagger,  or  skene,  as  the  arms  and  motto  of  that 
surname  clearly  evince.  Also  the  Colliers  are  of 
this  surname,  one  of  the  same  being  closely  pur- 
sued for  slaughter,  did  hide  himself  in  a  coal-pit, 
and  so  escaped.  Of  this  are  Collier,  earl  of  Port- 
more,  and  divers  others  of  good  account  in  Hol- 
land. Robertson  of  Strowan  is  chief  of  that  name. 
His  residence  is  with  most  of  his  clan  in  Athole, 
at  Strowan  castle. 

His  arms  are,  three  wolf  heads  erased,  gules, 
with  a  monstrous  man  in  qhains,  for  compartment 
upon  account  of  one  of  his  ancestors  seizing  the 
above-mentioned  Robert  Graham. 
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SURNAME  OF  MACFARLANE. 


THE  laird  of  Macfarlane  (whose  ancestor, 
Gilchrist,  son  to  Aluin,  and  brother  to  Malduin, 
both  earls  of  Lennox,  obtained  the  lands  of  Arro- 
char  about  the  year  1200,  in  the  reign  of  king 
William,)  being  now  reputed  heir-male  of  that 
great  and  ancient  family,  it  will  not  be  amiss,  be- 
fore I  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  his  family,  to 
premise  something  concerning  the  antiquity  and 
origin  of  the  old  earls  of  Lennox,  froip  whom  he 
has  the  honour  to  be  descended. 

Peter  Walsh,  in  his  Animadversions  on  the  His* 
tory  of  Ireland,  derives  their  descent  from  Main  us, 
son  of  Corus,  provincial  king  of  Leinster,  who  is 
said  to  have  come  to  Scotland,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Fincormachus,  and  to  have  married  Mungenia, 
that  king's  daughter.  This  Main  us  being  sur- 
named  Lemna,  the  estate  he  obtained  from  the 
said  king  was  called  Lemnich,  or  Lennox,  which 
in  after  ages  became  a  surname  to  his  posterity  : 
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but  this  account  seems  too  fabulous  to  deserve  any 
credit. 

Our  own  antiquaries,  with  far  greater  probabi- 
lity, which  is  also  confirmed  by  a  constant  and  in- 
violable tradition,  derive  the  origin  of  this  ancient 
family  from  Aluin,  or  Alcuin,  a  younger  son  of 
Kenneth  III.  king  of  Scotland,  who  died  in  the 
year  994.  From  this  Aluin  descended,  in  a  direct 
male  line,  Arkil,  who  was  contemporary  with  king 
Edgar,  and  king  Alexander  I.  and  seems  to  have 
been  a  person  of  considerable  note  in  both  these 
reigns. 

His  son,  Aluin  MacArkill,  i.  e.  the  son  of  Arkill, 
as  he  is  designed  in  old  charters,  was  a  great  fa- 
vourite at  court,  in  the  reigns  of  king  David,  and 
Malcolm  IV.  as  is  evident  from  his  being  so  fre- 
quently witness  to  the  grants  and  donations  of 
both  these  princes  to  churches  and  abbacies,  par- 
ticularly to  the  church  of  Glasgow,  *  and  the  ab- 
bacy of  Dunfermline,  f 

His  son  and  successor,  called  also  Aluin,  next 
earl  of  Lennox,  was,  according  to  the  devotion  of 
those  times,  a  liberal  benefactor  to  the  church,  for 
he  mortified  the  lands  of  Cochnach,  Edinbarnet, 
Dalmenach,  with  a  great  deal  of  other  lands,  to 
the  old  church  of  Kilpatrick,  in  honour  of  St.  Pa- 
trick* J  Which  mortification  is  on  very  good 
grounds  supposed  to  have  been  made  before  the 
foundation  of  the  abbey  of  Paisley,  anno  1160. 


*  Extract  of  the  Register  of  Glasgow— t  Chartulary  of 
Dunfermline.  See  also  Sir  James  Dalrymple's  Historical  Col- 
lections*—$  Eegisier  of  Dunbarton. 
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This  earl  Aluin  left  issue,  (besides  others  whose 
posterity  is  long  since  extinct,)  two  sons ;  Mai- 
duin  his  successor  in  the  earldom,  and  Gilchrist, 
ancestor  to  the  laird  of  MacFarlane.  Malduin 
was  succeeded  by  his  son  Malcolm,  and  he  again 
by  his  son  of  the  same  name,  who  was  father  to 
Donald,  the  last  earl  of  Lennox  of  that  family, 
whose  only  daughter,  Margaret,  was  married  to 
Walter  Stewart  of  Faslane,  son  to  Allan  of  Fas- 
lane,  second  son  to  Stewart,  lord  Darnly.  The 
.  old  family  of  Lennox  being  thus  extinct  for  want 
of  male  issue,  and  having  produced  no  cadets  since 
Gilchrist  came  off  the  same,  it  is  pretty  evident 
that  the  laird  of  MacFarlane  is  latest  cadet,  and 
consequently  heir-male  of  that  ancient  family. 
Having  thus  cleared  my  way,  I  proceed  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  surname  of  MacFarlane. 

Gilchrist,  ancestor  to  the  laird  of  MacFarlane, 
obtained,  by  the  grant  of  his  brother  Malduin, 
earl  of  Lennox,  terras  de  superiori  Arrochar  it 
Lu98j  very  particularly  bounded  in  the  original 
charter,  which  is  afterwards  confirmed  in  the  re- 
cords of  the  privy  seal.  *  Which  lands  of  Arro-* 
char,  so  bounded,  have  continued  ever  since  with 
bis  posterity,  in  a  direct  male  line,  to  this  day. 
This  Gilchrist  is  witness  in  a  great  many  charters, 
granted  by  his  brother  Malduin,  the  earl  of  Len- 
nox, to  bis  vassals,  particularly  to  one  granted,  by 
the  said  earl  of  Lennox,  to  Anselan,  laird  of  Buch- 
anan, of  the  isle  of  Clareinch  in  Lochlomond,  dated 
in  the  year  1225.     As  also  to  another,  granted,  by 

•  Charts  in  Hotulis  Privati  Sigilli 

H 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


S6  ACCOUKT  OF  THE 

the  said  earl  of  Lennox,  to  William,  son  of  Arthur 
Galbreath,  of  the  two  Garrucates  of  Badernock, 
dated  at  Fintry,  anno  1338.  In  both  which  char* 
ters  he  is  designed  "  Gilchrist  Frater  Comitis." 

He  left  issue,  a  son,  Duncan,  designed  in  old 
charters  « Duncan  Filius  Gilchrist,  or  MacGil* 
christ,"  who  had  a  charter  from  -Malcolm,  earl  of 
Lennox,  whereby  the  said  earl  ratifies  and  con- 
firms  Donationem  illam  quam  Malduinus,  Avus  mem 
Comes  de  Lennox9fecit  Gilchrist  Fratrisuo,  it  ttrris 
it  superiori  Arrochar  de  Luss.  This  Duncan  is 
witness  in  a  charter,  by  Malcolm,  earl  of  Lennox, 
to  Michael  MacKessan,  of  the  lands  of  Garchel 
and  Ballet.  He  married  his  own  cousin,  Matilda, 
daughter  to  the  earl  of  Lennox,  by  whom  he  had  m 
Maldonich,  or  Maid u in,  his  successor,  concerning 
whom  there  is  little  upon  record. 

.  Malduin's  son  and  successor  was  Parthola*,  or 
Parian,  from  whose  proper  name  the  family  ob- 
tained the  patronimical  surname  of  MacPharlane, 
or  Parlansons,  being,  as  is  asserted,  for  three  de- 
scents before  the  assumption  of  this,  surnamed 
MacGilchrists,  from  Gilchrist  already  mentioned. 
Some  of  these  last  have  retained  that  surname  as 
yet,  who  nevertheless  own  themselves  to  be  cadets 
of  the  family  of  MacFarlane.    *l 

-  Parian  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Malcolm  Mac- 
Pharlane, who  got  a  charter  from  Donald,  earl  of 
Lennox,  Upon  the  resignation  of  his  father  Parian, 
son  to  Malduin,  *  wherein  he  is  confirmed,  by  the 
said  earl,  in  the  lands  of  Arrochar,  formerly  called 

*  Register  of  Dunbartoun, 
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the  Carrucate  of  MacGilchrist,  together  with  four 
isks  in  Lochlomond,  called  Island-vow,  Island- 
vanow,  l8knd-row-glass,and  Clang,  for  four  merks 
?f  feu-fduty,  and  service  to  the  king's  host.  Al- 
though  this  charter,  as  many  other  ancient  ones, 
wants  a  date,  yet  it  is.  clearly  evident,  that  it  was 
prior  to  another,  granted  by  the  same  earl,  to  the 
said  Malcolm,  laird  of  MacFarlane,  whereby  the 
earl  discharges  him  and  his  heirs  of  the  four  merks 
of  feu-duty,  payable  by  the  former  charter,  both 
for  by-gones,  and  for  the  time  to  come.  This  is 
dated  at  Bellach,  May  4th,  1354.  * 

To  Malcolm  succeeded  his  son  Duncan,  sixth 
laird  of  MacFarlane,  who  obtained  from  Duncan 
earl  of  Lennox,  a  charter,  of  the  said  lands  of  Ar- 
rocka*,  in  as  ample  manner  as  his  predecessors 
held  the  same,  which  is  dated  at  Inchmirin,  in  the 
ye^r  1396.  f  .This  Duncan,  laird  of  MacFarlane, 
wa$  parried  to  Christian  Campbell,  daughter  to 
Sir  Qq\m  Campbell  of  Loehow,  sister  to  Duncan, 
ffcst  Iqrfl  Campbell,  ancestor  to  the  present  duke 
of  Argyll.  For  clearing  of  this,  there  is  still  ex- 
Mmt,  in  the  Register  of  Dunbartoun,  a  charter,  by 
Dqircan,  earl  of  Lennox,  confirming  a  life-rent 
charter,  panted,  by  Duncan,  laird  of  MacFarlane, 
in  favour  of  Christian  Campbell,  daughter  to  Sir 
Cojja  Campbell  of  Loehow,  his  wife,  ofthe  lands  of 
Clanlochlong,  Inverioch,  Glenluin,  Port-cable,  &c. 
This  charter  is  dated  also  in  the  year  1395. 

For  brevity's  sake  I  omit  giving  an  account  of 
this  Duncan's  successors  for  several  descents,  it 

*  Register  of  Dunbartouru— -f  Ibid. 
8 
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being  sufficient  for  my  present  purpose  to  take 
notice  that,  in  the  reign  of  king  James  IV.  Sir 
John  MacFarlane  of  that  ilk,  married  a  daughter 
of  the  lord  Hamilton,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons  ; 
Andrew  his  successor,  and  Robert  MacFarlane, 
first  of  the  branch  of  Inversnait.  He  married, 
secondly,  a  daughter  of  the  lord  Herries,  by  whom 
he  had  Walter  MacFarlane  of  Ardliesh,  ancestor 
to  the  family  of  Gar  tar  tan.  To  Sir  John  Mac- 
Farlane of  that  ilk,  succeeded  Andrew  his  son, 
who  married  lady  Margaret  Cunninghame,  daugh- 
ter to  William,  earl  of  Glencairn,  who  was  lord 
high  treasurer  in  the  reign  of  king  James  V.  By 
her  he  had  issue,  Duncan  his  successor. 

This  Duncan,  laird  of  MacFarlane,  was  one  of 
the  first,  of  any  account,  who  made  open  profes- 
sion of  the  Christian  religion  in  this  kingdom.  He 
joined  the  earls  of  Lennox  and  Glencairn  at  the 
fight  in  Glasgow-moor,  anno  1544,  against  the 
«ari  of  Arran,  who  was  governor  in  the  minority 
of  queen  Mary.  He  was  afterwards,  together 
with  severals  of  his  name  and  followers,  slain  va- 
liantly fighting  for  his  country  at  the  battle  of 
Pinky,  September  10th,  1547,  leaving,  by  Anne 
his  wife,  daughter  to  Sir  John  Colquhoun  of  Luss, 
only  one  son,  Andrew. 

This  Andrew,  laird  of  MacFarlane,  inherited 
not  only  his  father's  estate,  but  also  his  zeal  for 
the  Protestant  religion,  which  he  evidently  showed 
on  several  occasions-,  particularly  when  queen. 
Mary,  after  her  escape  out  of  the  castle  of  Loch- 
leven,  endeavoured  to  re-establish  Popery,  and 
for  that  end  had  got  together  a  great  deal  of  forces : 
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be,  hearing  thereof,  immediately  raised  no  less 
than  five  hundred  of  his  own  name  and  dependants, 
with  wbpm,  joining  the  earl  of  Murray,  who  was 
then  regent,  they  encountered  queen  Mary's  forces 
at  the  village  of  Langside,  May  10th,  1568,  wherd 
the  laird  of  MacFarlane  and  his  name  behaved  so 
valiantly,  first  galling  and  then  putting  to  flight 
queen  Mary*s  archers,  that  they  were  acknowledged 
by  all  to  he  the  chief  occasion  of  obtaining  that 
glorious  victory.  *  In  consideration  of  which  sig- 
nal piece  of  service,  in  defending  the  crown,  he  got, 
among  other  rewards,  that  honourable  crest  and 
motto,  which  is  still  enjoyed  by  his  posterity,  viz. : 
a  demi-savage  proper,  holding  in  his  dexter  hand 
a  sheaf  of  arrows,  and  pointing  with  his  sinister  to 
an  imperial  crown.  Or.  Motto,  This  ril  Defend. 
He  married  Agnes  Maxwell  daughter  to  Sir  Patrick 
Maxwell  of  Newark,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons ; 
John  his  successor,  George  MacFarlane  of  Mains, 
who  got  a  disposition  from  his  father  to  the  Mains 
of  Kilmaronock,  but  died  without  issue,  and  Hum* 
phrey  MacFarlane  of  Bracheurn. 

John,  next  laird  of  MacFarlane,  married,  first, 
Susanna  Buchanan,  daughter  to  Sir  George  Buch- 
anan of  that  ilk,  her  mother  being  Mary  Graham, 
daughter  to  the  earl  of  Monteith,  by  whom  he  had 
bo  issue.  He  married,  secondly,  Helen,  daughter 
to  Francis  Steuart,  earl  of  Bothwell,  by  Margaret 
Douglas  his  wife,  daughter  to  the  earl  of  Angus, 
by  whom  he  had  Walter  his  successor.     Thirdly, 


*  Petrie's  Church  History.    Godscroft's  History  of  the 
Douglasses. 
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be  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  to  the  earl  of  Ar- 
gyll, by  whom  he  had  Andrew  MacFarlane  of 
Drumfad,  John,  predecessor  to  George  MacFar- 
lane of  Glenralach,  and  George,  ancestor  to  Mao- 
farlane  of  Clachan.  Fourthly,  he  married  Mar- 
garet, daughter  to  James  Murray  of  Strowan. 

His  son  and  successor  Walter  married  Margaret, 
daughter  to  Sir  James  Semple  of  Beltrees,  by 
whom  he  had  two  sons;  John  his  successor,  and 
Andrew  MacFarlane  of  Ardess.  Which  John 
married  Grizel,  daughter  to  Sir  Coll  Lamond  of 
that  ilk,  by  Barbara  his  wife,  daughter  to  Robert, 
lord  Semple.  But  having  no  male  issue,  he  was 
succeeded  by  his  brother  Andrew,  next  laird  of 
MacFarlane,  who  marrying  Elizabeth,  daughter 
tb  John  Buchanan  of  Ross,  had  by  her  two  sons  ; 
John  his  successor,  and  Walter,  a  youth  of  great 
hopes,  who  died  unmarried.  John,  late  laird  of 
MacFarlane,  married,  first,  Agnes,  daughter  to 
Sir  Hugh  Wallace  of  Wolinet,  by  whom  he  had 
no  surviving  issue:  he  married,  secondly,  lady 
Helen  Arbuthnot,  daughter  to  Robert,  lord  vis- 
count of  Arbutbnot,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons; 
the  present  laird  of  MacFarlane,  William,  and 
Alexander. 

The  other  families  of  this  surname  are,  first, 
the  family  of  Clachbuy,  sevbrals  of  which  are  dift* 
persed  through  the  Western  Islands:  their  an- 
cestor was  Thomas,  son  to  Duncan,  laird  of  Mac- 
Farlane, in  the  reign  of  king  Robert  III.  from 
whose  proper  name  they  are  frequently  called 
MacCauses,  or  Thomas-sons.  Secondly,  the  fa- 
mily of  Kenmore,  who  are  pretty  numerous;  their 
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ancestor  was  John,  a  younger  son  of  Duncan 
MacFarlane  of  that  Hk,  in  the  reign  of  king  James 
I.  Of  this  family  is  Robert  MacFarlane  of  Achin* 
venalmore  in  Glenfroon,  James  MacFarlane  of 
Muckroy,  and  Walter  MacFarlane  of  Dunnama- 
nich  in. the  north  of  Ireland.  Thirdly ,  MacFar- 
lane of  Tullichintaull,  whose  predecessor  was  Du- 
gal,  a  younger  son  of  Walter  MacFarlane  of  that 
ilk,  in  the  reign  of  king  James  III.  Of  this  fa- 
mily are  descended  John  MacFarlane  of  Finnart, 
Malcolm  MacFarlane , of  Gortan,  and  Mr.  Robert 
MacFarlane,  minister  of  the  gospel  at  Buchanan. 
Fourthly,  MacFarlane  of  Gartartan,  whose  family 
is  pretty  numerous  in  the  shire' of  Perth.  His  an- 
cestor was  Walter  MacFarlane,  eldest  son,  of  a 
Second  marriage,  to  Sir  John  MacFarlane  of  thai 
ilk,  by  his  wife,  a  daughter  of  the  lord  Herries,  in 
the  reign  of  king  James  IV.  Of  this  family  is 
John  MacFarlane  of  Ballagan.  Fifthly,  MacFar- 
lane of  Kirktoun,  in  the  parish  of  Campsy,  and 
shire  of  Stirling,  whose  ancestor  was  George  Mac- 
Farlane of  Merkinch,  younger  son  to  Andrew, 
laird  of  MacFarlane,  in  the  reign  of  king  James 
V.  Which  George  went  afterwards  and  settled 
m  the  north,  where  his  posterity  continued  till 
they  bought  the  lands  of  Kirktoun.  Sixthly, 
there  is  also  one  Parlane  MacFarlane,  or  Mao 
Walter,  of  little  Auchinvenal,  who  pretends  that 
his  ancestor  Walter,  was  a  natural  son  of  one  of 
the  earls  of  Lennox,  a  long  time  after  MacFar- 
lane came  off  that  family*  But  this  account  is 
controverted  by  the  laird  of  MacFarlane,  who  as- 
serts his  predecessor  to  have  been  a  cadet  of  his  fa- 
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mily,  which  is  also  owned  by  all  the  surname  of 
Mac  Walter,  Auchinvenal  himself  only  excepted, 
who  also  never  denied  it  till  of  latp. 

The  surname  of  MacFarlane  is  very  numerous 
both  in  the  west  and  north  Highlands,  particularly 
in  the  shires  of  Dunbartoun,  Perth,  Stirling,  and 
Argyll ;  as  also  in  the  shires  of  Inverness,  and 
Murray,  and  the  Western  Isles;  besides  there  is 
a  great  many  of  them  in  the  north  of  Ireland. 
There  is  also  a  vast  number  of  descendants  from, 
and  dependants  on,  this  surname  *nd  family,  of 
other  denominations,  of  which  those  of  most  ac- 
count are  a  sept  termed  Allans,  or  MacAUans,  who 
are  so  called  from  Allan  MacFarlane  their  prede- 
cessor, a  younger  son  of  one  of  the  lairds  of  Mac 
Fatlane,  who  went  to  the  north,  and  settled  there 
several  centuries  ago.  This  sept  is  not  only  very 
numerous,  but  also  divers  of  them  of  very  good 
account,  such  as  the  families  of  Auchorrachan, 
Balnengown,  Drumminn,  &c.  They  reside  mostly 
in  Mar,  Strathdon,  and  other  northern  countries* 
There  are  also  the  MacNairg,  MacEoins,  Mac* 
Errachers,  MacWilliams,  Mac  Aindras,  MacNiters, 
Maclnstalkers,  Maclocks,  Parians,  Farlans,  Grua* 
machs,  Kinniesons,  &c  All  which  septs  own 
themselves  to  be  MacFarlanes,  together  with  cer- 
tain particular  septs  of  MacNuyers,  MacKinlays, 
MacRobbs,  MacGreusichs,  Smiths,  Millers,  Mon« 
achs,  &c 

.  The  laird  of  MacFarlane  bad  a  very  good  old 
eatftle  in  an  island  of  Lochlomond,  called  Island- 
row+glas,  which  was  burnt  by  the  English  during 
Cromwell's  usurpation,  and  never  sitae  repaired* 
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He  has  also  another  pretty  good  house  and  gar- 
dens in  an  island  of  the  same  loch,  called  Island- 
vow.  But  his  principal  residence  is  at  Inverioch, 
or  New  Tarbet,  which  is  a  handsome  house,  beau- 
tified with  pleasant  gardens,  situated  in  the  parish 
of  Arrochar,  and-  shire  of  Dunbartoun,  near  the 
head  of  that  large  loch,  or  arm  of  the  sea,  called 
Loch-long,  where  there  is  excellent  fishing  for 
herring,  and  all  other  sorts  of  sea-fish. 

The  laird  of  MacFarlane's  armorial  bearings  is 
Argent,  a  saltier  engrailed,  cantoned  with  four 
roses  gules,  which  is  the  arms  of  the  old  family  of 
Lennox.  Supporters,  two  Highlandmen  in  their 
native  garbs,  armed  with  broad  swords  and  bows 
proper.  Crest,  a  demi-savage,  holding  a  sheaf  of 
arrows  in  his  dexter  hand,  and  pointing  with  his 
sinister  to  an  imperial  crown,  Or.  Motto,  This  Pll 
Defend.  And  on  a  compartment,  the  word  Loch- 
*loy9  which  is  the  MacFarlane's  slughom,  or  Cri* 
de  Guerre. 
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THE  most  ordinary  account  delivered  of  the 
origin  of  the  surname  of  Cambeon  is,  that  in  the 
latter,  part  of  the  reign  of  king  William,  or  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Alexander  II,  a 
principal  person  of  those  Danes,  or  Norwegians, 
then  in  possession  of  most  of  our  northern  Scottish 
isles,  named  Cambro,  did  marry  the  daughter  and 
heiress  of  MacMartin,  proprietor  of  that  part  of 
Lochaber  now  possessed  by  Locheal,  chief  of  that 
surname  of  Cameron.  And  as  Macintosh  did  not 
change  his  surname  upon  his  marrying  the  heiress 
of  the  principal  person,  or  chief,  of  the  MacCat- 
tans,  but  instead  thereof  many  of  that  surname 
went  into  that  of  Macintosh  ;  so  also  in  this  case 
the  above-mentioned  Cambro  not  only  retained  his 
own  name,  upon  his  marriage  of  the  heiress  of  the 
principal  person,  or  chief,  of  the  MacMartins, 
a  very  old  clan  in  that  country,  but  also  from  his 
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own  proper  name  transmitted  the  surname  of 
Cameron  to  his  posterity,  which,  in  a  tract  of  time, 
becoming  the  more  powerful,  the  whole  remains  of 
the  MacMartins  went  into  that  surname. 

I  find  it  asserted  in  the  genealogical  account  of 
the  surname  of  Campbell,  that  Sir  Neil  Campbell, 
who  flourished  in  a  part  of  the  reigns  of  king  Alex*  * 
ander  III.  and  king  Robert  I.  for  his  second  lady, 
married  a  daughter  of  Sir  John  Cameron,  LocheaFs 
ancestor.  But  that  account  cannot  hold,  in  re- 
gard Sir  Neil  was  only  married  to  Mary  Bruce, 
sister  to  king  Robert,  who  survived  him,  and  was 
after  his  death  married  to  Fraser,  lord  Lovat.  But 
others,  with  more  probability,  assert  that  Sir  John 
Cameron's  daughter  was  second  l^dy  to  Sir  Colin, 
successor  to  Sir  Neil.  This  Sir  John  Cameron, 
upon  very  good  grounds,  may  be  presumed  to 
have  been  one  and  the  same  with  him  designed 
John  de  Cambron,  or  of  Cameron,  who  was  one 
of  the  subscribers  of  that  letter,  sent  by  king  Ro- 
bert I.  and  his  nobles,  to  the  pope,  anno  1320. 

The  Camerons,  or  clan  Chameron,  seem  to  have 
been  a  name  of  considerable  antiquity  before  the 
reign  of  king  James  1.  in  regard  of  the  figure 
that  clan  made  in  that  king's  reign ;  for,  being  in 
conjunction  with  Donald  Balloch,  brother  to  the 
lord  of  the  isles,  they,  with  very  considerable  loss, 
defeated  an  army  sent  against  them  by  the  king ; 
but,  in  a  short  time  thereafter,  the  desertion  of 
that  clan,  with  the  clan  '  Chattan,'  so  broke  Bal- 
loch's  measures,  that  he  was  obliged  to  disband  his 
army,  and  .flee  to  Ireland. 

The   Camerons,   as  most  other  tieigbbouring 
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class,  while  the  family  of  MacDonald  continued 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  were  dependants  on  the 
same :  but  after  the  extinction  of  that  great  family, 
each  of  these  clans  came  into  an  independent  state, 
setting  up  upon  all  occasions  for  themselves,  as  at 
this  present  time.  The  laird  of  Locheal,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  reign  of  king  James  VI.  married  Camp- 
bell of  GLenorchy's  daughter,  aunt  to  the  late  earl 
of  Braidalbin.     Of  this  marriage  he  had  Sir  Ewan 
his  successor,  a  very  well  accomplished  gentleman) 
who  performed  a  great  many  signal  services  against 
the  English,  in  the  reigns  of  king  Charles  I.  and 
II.  having  defeated,  at  one  conflict,  with   very 
much  loss  to  the  enemy,  a  party  of  two  hundred 
English,  and  at  another  wholly  in  a  manner  cut 
off  a  party  of  eighty,  there  escaping  only  two 
centinels.      In  one  of  these  adventures,  a  robust 
fellow  of  the  enemy  grappled  with  Sir  Ewan,  and 
tripped  up  his  heels,  and  while  the  Englishman 
was  searching  for  his  dagger  to  stab  him,  Sir  Ewan 
got  hold  with  his  teeth  of  the  Englishman's  throat, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  deprived  him  of  bis  life. 
Upon  the  Restoration  of  king  Charles  II.  he  be- 
stowed the  honour  of  knighthood  upon  that  gen* 
tleman,  who  always  continued  faithful  to  his  in- 
terest.    This  Sir  Ewan  married  the  laird  of  Mac- 
Lean's  daughter,  by  whom  he  had  John  his  suc- 
cessor.   Secondly*  he  married  Barclay  of  Urie's 
daughter,   by  whom  he  had  also  issue.     John, 
present  laird,  is  abroad ;  be  married  Campbell  of 
LochnelPs  daughter,  by  whom  he  had  Donald  his 
son,  and  several  other  children.     The  nearest  to 
that  family  is  captain  Allan  Cameron,  brother  to 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


CAMEBONS.  97 

Locheal,  who  is  also  abroad.  Locheai's  principal 
residence  is  in  Auchincarry  in  Lochaber,  where 
he  hath  a  large  house,  all  built  of  fir  planks,  the 
handsomest  of  that  kind  in  Britain.  There  are 
also  the  Camerons  of  Glendeshery,  Kinlochlyon, 
and  a  good  many  more  gentlemen  of  considerable 
estates,  and  a  great  many  of  the  vulgar  sort  of 
this  surname  in  Morvern  and  Lochaber. 

The  dependants  on  this  surname  are  a  sept  of 
th^  MacLauchlans,  the  MacGilveils,  MacLonveis, 
MacPhails,  and  MacChlerichs,  or  Clerks,  who, 
with  the  MacPhails,  or  Pauls,  are  originally  Came- 
rons, with  some  others.  There  is  also  MacMar- 
tin  of  Letterfinlay,  in  Lochaber,  being  the  princi- 
pal person  of  the  old  sept  of  the  MacMartins,  who, 
with  that  whole  -sept,  own  themselves  now  to  be 
Camerons.  The  Camerons  also  contend  that  the 
surname  of  Chalmers  is  descended  of  a  cadet  of 
their  surname,  who,  having  gone  some  years  ago 
into  the  French  service,  assumed  the  name  of  Carae- 
rarius,  or  Chalmers,  for  that  of  Cameron,  as  more 
agreeable  to  the  language  of  that  country.  One 
of  this  Chalmers's  progeny  having  continued  in 
France,  was  ancestor  to  the  lord  of  Tartas,  and 
others  of  that  name  in  that  kingdom :  another  of 
that  name  having  returned  to  Scotland,  was  an- 
cestor to  the  Chalmerses  of  the  shire  of  Aberdeen, 
and  other  parts  of  this  kingdom. 

The  Camerons  of  old,  as  some  heralds  record, 
carried  for  arms,  Or,  two  bars  gules.  But  now, 
argent,  three  pallets  gules.  Or  as  some,  argent, 
pally  barry  gules ;  as  I  have  seen  a  seal  of  Locheal's 
cut. 

I 
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THE  surname  of  MacLauchlan  hath  been  of 
a  long  time  reputed  one  of  our  ancient  clans,  be- 
ing originally  descended  of  the  surname  of  the 
OTauchikns  of  Ireland,  the  principal  ^person  of 
whom,  according  to  Mr.  Walsty  and  other  Irish 
historians,  was,  in  the  second  century  of  the  chris- 
tian epoeha,  provincial  king  of  the  province  of 
Meath,  which  dignity  his  successors  enjoyed  for 
many  descents,  till  some  little  time  before  the  En- 
glish Conquest,  the  family  of  Orork,  obtained  that 
principality.  This  surname  is  asserted  to  be  of 
the  Milesian  stem,  or  that  of  the  ancient  kings  of 
Ireland,  and  the  progenitor  thereof  to  have  come 
to  Scotland  with  the  first  who  from  Ireland  plant- 
ed Argyllshire.  I  have  heard  some  of  this  name 
affirm,  that  the  laird  of  MacLauchlan  had  a  char- 
ter* of  his  estate  from  king  Congallus  II.  but  can-' 
not  assent  too  far  to  any  such  assertion,  there  be- 
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iag  no  evidences  of  that  antiquity  as  yet  found 
out,  at  least  any  mention  made  of  such,  in  any 
place  or  record  in  this  kingdom,  though  there  may. 
he  a  traditional  account,  that  the  above  surname 
was  in  possession  of  their  estate  in  that  reign,  or 
before  the  same,  which  is  no  way  inconsistent  with 
probability. 

The  laird  of  MacLauchlan,  chief  of  that  sur- 
name's estate  of  Strathlauchlan,  and  principal 
residence,  being  the  large  and  ancient  castle  of 
Castlelauchlan,  are  in  the  lower  part  of  Upper 
Cowal,  near  the  north  side  of  Locbfyne,  in  the 
shire  of  Argyll,  in  which  most  of  his  clan  re- 
side. The  next  to  that  family  is  Colin  Mac- 
Lauchlan, the  present  laird  of  MacLauchlan's 
uncle.  There  are  also  the  MacLauchlans  of  Craig- 
intairrow,  Inchchonell,  and  divers  other  heritors  of 
that  surname  in  the  said  shire ;  as  also  MacLauch- 
lan  of  Auchintroig,  in  the  shire  of  Stirling,  in  fa- 
vour of  Celestin  Maclauchlan,  one  of  whose  ances- 
tors, Duncan,  earl  of  Lennox,  confirms  a  charter, 
granted  by  Eugen  MacKessan  of  Garcfaels,  to  one 
of  the  said  Celestin's  ancestors,  which  confirma- 
tion is  dated  in  the  year  1394,  and  eighth  year  of 
the  reign  of  king  Robert  III.  There  is  another . 
numerous  sept  of  the  MacLauchlans  residing  in 
Morvern  and  Locbaber,  the  principal  person  of 
these  being  MacLauchlan  of  Corryuanan  in  Locha- 
ber.  Of  this  family  is  MacLauchlan  of  Drum- 
lane  in  Monteith,  with  others  of  that  surname 
there.  Those  of  this  sept  residing  in  Lochaber, 
depend  upon  the  laird  of  LocheaU  as  already  men- 
tioned. 
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MacLauchlan  for  Arms  hath  four  coats  quar- 
terly. First,  Or,  or  as  some,  argent,  a  lion  ram- 
pant gules.  Second,  argent,  a  hand  coupee  fess- 
way s,  holding  a  cross  crosslet^tchee,  gules.  Third, 
Or,  a  galley,  her  oars  in  saltyre,  sable,  placed  in  a 
sea,  proper.  Fourth,  argent,  in  a  base  undee, 
vert,  a  salmon  naiant,  proper.  Supporters,  two 
roe-bucks  proper.     Motto,  Fortes  tt  Fidus. 


y  Google 


ACCOUNT 

OF  TUB 

SUENAME  OF  MACNAUCHTAN. 


THE  surname  of  MacNauchtan,  though  now 
low,  hath  been  a  surname  of  very  great  antiquity, 
and  for  a  long  tract  of  time  of  much  esteem,  and 
possessed  of  a  very  considerable  estate  in  Argyll- 
shire. This  surname  was  so  denominated  from 
die  proper  name  of  Nauchtan,  being  that  of  one 
of  the  progenitors  of  the  same,  and  an  ancient 
Scottish  proper  name.  The  ancestors  or  chiefs  of 
this  surname  are  reported  to  be  for  some  ages  de- 
signed thanes  of  Lochtay,  and  also  to  be  possessed 
ef  a  great  estate  betwixt  the  south  side  of  Loch* 
fyne  and  Lochow,  parts  of  which  are  Glenera, 
Glenshira,  Glenfine,  and  others. 

The  first  of  this  name,  mentioned  in  our  pub* 
lie  histories,  was  Duncan,  laird  of  MacNauchtan, 
an  assistant  of  MacDugal,  lord  of  Lorn,  against 
king  Robert  Bruce,  at  the  battle  of  Dalree,  for 
which  he  lost  a  part  of  his  estate ;  but  afterwards 
3 
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he,  or  rather  his  son,  was  a  loyal  subject  to  that 
king,  and  to  king  David  II.  his  successor.  The 
present  laird  of  MacNaucfatan's  father,  Sir  Alexan- 
der MacNauchtan,  was  one  of  the  bravest  and  best 
accomplished  gentlemen  of  his  age,  and  a  very 
close  adherent  to  the  interest  of  king  Charles  I. 
and  II.  in  all  their  difficulties ;  so  that,  in  recom- 
pence  of  that  gentleman's  loyalty  and  signal  ser- 
vice, king  Charles  II.  at  his  restoration,  not  only 
bestowed  the  honour  of  knighthood  upon  him,  but 
also  a  liberal  pension  during  life,  the  latter  part 
of  which  having  spent  at  court,  he  died  at  London. 

There  is  a  very  considerable  gentleman  of  this 
name  in'  the  county  of  Antrim  in  Ireland,  whose 
ancestor  was  a  son  of  the  family  of  MacNauchtan. 
He  hath  a  good  estate  called  Benbardin,  and  a 
pretty  castle  in  which  he  resides,  there  being  also 
divers  of  his  name  residing  in  his  estate,  and  other 
parts  of  that  country.  Those  of  other  denomina- 
tions descended  of  this  surname,  are,  the  MacKen- 
ricks,  descended  of  one  Henry  MacNauchtan ;  a 
sept  of  the  MacNuyers,  especially  those  of  Glen- 
fine  ;  the  MacNeits,  MacEols,  and  others.  It  is  a 
clear  demonstration  of  the  antiquity  of  a  surname, 
that  many  branches,  especially  of  other  denomina- 
tions, are  descended  off  the  same ;  it  being  evident, 
that  in  order  of  nature  such  things  are  not  suddenly 
brought  to  any  bearing,  but  gradually,  and  in  a 
considerable  progress  of  time. 

The  present  laird  of  MacNauchtan  is  in  posses- 
sion of  no  part  of  his  estate,  the  same  being  evicted 
some  years  ago  by  creditors,  for  sums  no  way 
equivalent  to  the  value  thereof,  and  there  being 
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no  diligence  used  for  relief  thereof,  it  went  out  of 
the  hands,  of  the  family.  M acNauchtan's  eldest 
son,  being  a  very  fine  gentleman,  was  a  captain  in 
the  Scottish  foot-guards,  and  was  sometime  ago 
killed  in  Spain;  his  only  surviving  son,  John, 
being  a  customhouse  officer  upon  the  eastern  coast. 
MacNauchtan's  estate,  called  MacNauchtan's-Let- 
ter,  being  a  pretty  good  estate,  lyes  upon  the  west 
side  of  Lochfyne,  within  a  little  way  of  that  loch, 
in  the  shire  of  Argyll.  His  principal  residence 
is  the  castle  of  Dundaraw,  situated  upon  a  little 
rocky  point,  upon  the  west  shore  of  Lochfyne, 
contiguous  to  his  own  estate. 

The  armorial  bearing  of  the  laird  of  MacNauch**  ~ 
tan  is,  quarterly.  First  and  fourth  argent,  a  hand 
fess-ways  coupee,  proper,  holding  a  cross  crosslet 
fitchee,  azure,  Second  and  third  argent,  a  tower 
embattled,  gules,  and'  a  demy  tower  for  crest 
Motto,  I  hope  in  God. 
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THE  surname  of  MacGregor,  once  a  numerous 
name,  and  in  possession  of  divers  considerable  eg* 
tates,hath  of  a  long  tract  of  time  been  accounted  one 
of  the  ancient  Scottish  surnames,  or  clans,  being  de- 
nominated from  the  proper  name  of  Gregor,  ances- 
tor of  that  surname,  being  a  known  ancient  proper 
Scottish  name.  Those  of  this  surname  assert  their 
progenitor  to  have  been  a  son  of  one  of  the  Scottish 
kings  of  the  Alpinian  race,  more  especially  of  king 
Gregory ;  but  our  historians  are,  generally  agreed 
that  king  Gregory  never  married,  and  was  not 
known  to  have  any  issue,  either  legitimate  or  ille- 
gitimate. However  that  be,  that  this  surname  is 
descended  from  one  properly  so  called,  a  son,  or 
some  other  descendant  of  another  of  the  kings  of 
Alpinian  race,  is  no  way  inconsistent  with  proba- 
bility. But  that  surname  having  lost  their  estates 
at  different  junctures,  and  by  various  contingences, 

Digitized  by  VjOCK 


ACCOUNT  07  TBE  MACGBEGOBS.  105 

is  a  mean  of  the  loss  also  of  any  evidents  relating 
to  the  manner  and  time  of  acquiring  those  estates, 
and  that  were  any  way  conducive  for  evincing  the 
descent  of  the  family :  the  best  document  now  ex- 
tant, in  their  custody,  being  their  armorial  bearing, 
which  insinuates  pretty  clearly,  that  the  said  name 
was  either  descended  of  some  of  the  stem  of  the 
Scottish  kings,  or  that  they  h$d  done  some  piece 
of  signal  service  for  some  one  of  the  kings,  and 
•  kingdom,  though  the  circumstances  of  either  of 
these  cannot  at  this  distance  be  fully  cleared.  I 
find,  in  the  genealogical  account  of  the  surname  of 
Campbell,  that  Sir  Colin  Campbell  of  Lochow, 
who  had  divers  great  offices  from  king  Malcolm  II. 
had  a  daughter  married  to  MacGregor,  laird  of 
Glenurchy,  and  that  of  this  marriage  was  Sir  John 
MacGregor  of  Glenurchy,  a  person  of  very  good 
account  in  the  reign  of  king  Malcolm  III.  The 
chief  of  that  name  is  very  well  known  to  have  been 
for  many  generations  lairds  of  Glenurchy,  and  to 
have  built  the  castle  of  Balloch,  or  Taymouth,  at 
least  to  have  had  their  residence  there,  and  also  to 
have  built  castle  Caolcbuim,  in  the  wist  part  of 
that  country.  How  this  estate  was  lost  is  not  very 
evident;  but  it  is  probable,  that  the  name  of  Mac- 
Gregor, being  so  near  neighbours,  might  be  indu- 
ced or  obliged  to  join  MacDugal,  lord  of  Lorn, 
against  king  Robert  I.  and  upon  that  account  lost 
a  good  part  of  their  estate ;  as  the  MacNauchtans 
and  MacNabs  lost  a  part  of  theirs  for  the  same 
cause.  However,  the  first  of  the  name  of  Camp- 
bell who  got  that  estate  of  Glenurchy,  was  black 
Sir  Colin  Campbell,  second  son  to  Sir  Colin  Camp. 
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bell  of  Lochow,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of 
king  James  II.  or  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
king  James  III.  being  ancestor  of  the  present  earl 
of  Braidalbin.  Besides  the  chief  family  of  Glenur* 
chy,  there  was  also  MacGregor  of  Glealyon,  who, 
having  no  issue,  nor  near  relation,  disponed  his 
estate  to  a  second  son  of  Sir  Durban  Campbell  of 
Glenurchy,  being  ancestor  of  Campbell  of  Glenur- 
chy,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  James. 
VI.  There  was  also  MacGregor  of  Glensre> 
who  was  forfeited  in  the  same  reign,  the  laird 
of  MacGregor  having  also  near  the  same  time 
sold  the  last  lands  that  family  bad  in  thpse  parts,, 
called  Stronmiolchon ;  so  that  since  that  time,  viz* 
the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  king  James  VX  the 
lairds  of  MacGregor  had  no  estate,  till  the  princi- 
pal branch  of  that  family  became  extinct  in  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  II.  the  chiefship  devolving 
upon  Malcolm  MacGregor,  descended  of'  a  colla- 
teral branch  of  the  chief  family,  whose  son,  Gregor 
MacGregor,  in  the  reign  of  king  William,  dying 
without  issue,  was  succeeded  by  Archibald  Mae* 
Gregor  of  Eilmanan,  whofee  male  issue  being  all 
dead,  and  those  few  who  pretend  nearest  relation 
to  him  being  of  mean  repute  and  circumstances, 
made  (as  is  reported)  a  formal renounciation  ofjhe 
chiefship  in  favour  of  Gregor  MacGregor  of  Glen- 
'  gyle,  who  is  lineally  descended  from  a  son  of  'the 
laird  of  MacGregor. 

This  surname  is  now  divided  into  four  princi- 
pal families.  The  first  is  that  of  the  laird  of  Mac- 
Gregor* being  in  a  manner  extinct,  there  being 
few  or  none  of  any  account  of  the  same.    The 
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Dext  family  to  that  of  Macgregor  is  Dugal  Keir's 
family,  so  named  from  their  ancestor  Dugal  Keir, 
a  son  of  the  laird  of  MacGregor ;  the  principal 
person  of  that  family  is  MacGregor  of  Glengyle, 
whose  residence  and  interest  is  at  the  head  of  Loch- 
cattern,  in  the  parish  of  Callander,  in  the  shire  of 
Perth.  The  third  family  is  that  of  Rora,  the 
principal  person  of  which  is  MacGregor  of  Rora 
in  Rannoch,  in  the  shire  of  Perth.  The  fourth 
family  is  that  of  Brackley,  so  denominated  from 
Brackley,  of  which  the  principal  person  of  that  fa-  # 
mily  was  not  long  ago  proprietor. 

Those  of  other  denominations  descended  of  this 
surname,  are  the  MacKinnins,  being  a  pretty  nu- 
merous clan  in  the  isle  of  Sky  ;  the  principal  per- 
son of  that  clan  hath  a  pretty  good  estate  in  the 
isles  of  Sky  and  Mull.  How  far  this  pretensio'n 
is  acquiesced  in,  I  cannot  determine ;  but  am  con- 
fident, that  gentleman's  armorial  bearing  differs 
very  much  from  that  of  the  surname  of  MacGre- 
gor. Another  branch  of  another  denomination  is 
that  of  MacCarras,  a  pretty  numerous  sept  in  the 
north  parts  of  Perthshire.  There  are  also  the 
MacLeisters,  MacChoiters,  and  divers  others,  .de- 
scended of  that  surname;  of  which  the  armorial 
bearing  is, 

Argent,  a  fir  tree,  growing  out  of  a  mount  in 
base  vert,  surmounted  of  a  sword  bend^ways,  sup- 
porting on  its  point  an  imperial  ciown,  in  dexter 
chief  canton  proper,  importing  the  descent  of  that 
surname  from  one  of  our  kings,  or  the  same  having 
done  some  signal  service  to  the  crown.  Motto, 
Undoe  and  spare  not. 
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SURNAME  OF  COLQUHOUN: 

A27D  THE 

ANCIENT  LAIRDS  OF  LUSS, 
Before  the  Assumption  of  that  Surname. 


THE  ancestor  of  the  surname  of  Colquhoun 
was  Humphrey  Kilpatrick,  in  whose  favour  Mal- 
duin,  earl  of  Lennox,  grants  charter  of  the  lands 
of  Colquhoun,  in  the  reign  of  king  Alexander  II. 
That  of  Kirkpatrick,  or  Kilpatrick,  always  reputed 
the  place  in  which  St.  Patrick  the  apostle  of  Ire- 
land was  born,  is  presumed  to  have  obtained  that 
denomination  in  very  ancient  times ;  as  is  evident 
by  a  charter,  by  Aluin,  earl  of  Lennox,  mortifying 
some  lands  to  the  old  church  of  Kilpatrick,  before 
the  foundation  of  the  abbey  of  Paisley,  anno  1160, 
that  being  then,  and  as  it  would  seem  for  a  long 
time  before,  so  designed:  from  which,  and  the 
adjoining  village  of  the  same  denomination,  was 
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an  ancient  surname  in  those  parts  denominated, 
of  which  was  that  Humphrey,  who  first  acquired 
the  lands  of  Colquhoun,  which  lands  were  so  named 
before  he  acquired  the  same ;  the  import  of  which 
denomination  being  a  sea-coasting  corner,  or  point, 
to  which  the  former  situation  of  those  lands,  espe- 
cially of  that  now  termed  Dunglass,  the  ancient 
mansion-house  thereof,  very  well  agrees;  rather 
than  to  that  from  Connaucht  in  Ireland,  or  any 
other  to  that  purpose  pretended  for  the  denomhub- 
tion  of  that  surname.  The  first  who  assumed 
the  surname  of  Colquhoun,  was  Ingram,  the  above 
Humphrey's  successor,  being  so  designed  in  the 
charter  of  Luss,  by  Malcolm,  earl  of  Lennox,  to 
Malcolm,  laird  of  Luss,  confirming  John,  laird  of 
Luss,  his  charter  to  his  son  of  those  lands,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Robert  I.  This 
Ingram's  successor  was  Robert  of  Colquhoun, 
who  is  mentioned,  as  also  his  successor  of  the  same 
name,  in  divers  charters  by  Malcolm  the  second, 
and  Donald,  earls  of  Lennox. 

To  Robert,  the  second  of  that  name,  of  Col* 
quhoun,  succeeded  Humphrey  of  Colquhoun,  who* 
in  the  year  1394*,  and  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of 
king  Robert  III.  married  the  daughter  and  heiress 
of  Godfrey,  laird  of  Luss ;  however  otherwise  as* 
serted,  that  at  that  time  the  laird  of  Luss  married 
the  heiress  of  Colquhoun,  it  being  evident  that 
the  family  of  Luss  of  that  ilk,  or,  as  others,  Len- 
nox of  Luss,  was  the  greater  family,  both  in  re- 
spect of  antiquity  and  estate,  than  that  of  Col- 
quhoun ;  so  that  being  the  greater,  it  cannot  be 
presumed  he  would  have  quitted  his  surname,  and 
K 
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assumed  that  of  the  lesser  upon  his  marriage  with 
the  heiress  thereof:    as,  for  instance,  Macintosh, 
Locheall,  and  Shaw  of  Greenock,  with  many  others, 
whose  ancestors,  though  married  to  heiresses  equal 
to  themselves,  retained  their  surnames:  and  so  it 
may  be  thought  would  Luss  upon  marrying  the 
heiress  of  Colquhoun.      For  further  illustration 
of  this  matter,  Godfrey,  laird  of  Luss,  is  witness 
to  a  charter  granted  by  Duncan,  earl  of  Lennox, 
in  the  year  1349;    as  also  Humphrey  of  Col- 
quhoun is  witness  in  another  charter/of  the  same 
date,  by  the  same  earl;    and  in  the  charter  of 
Camstfoddan,  confirmed  by  the  same  earl,  in  the 
year   1395,  being  the  very  next  year,  the  same 
Humphrey  Colquhoun  is  designed  "  of  Luss,"  fend 
Robert,  Camstroddan's  ancestor,  is  designed  "  Ro- 
bert Colquhoun,  his  brother :"    so  that,  by  the 
above  charters,  the  time  and  manner  of  t\te  mar- 
riage of  the  laird  of  Colquhoun  with  the  heiress  of 
Luss  is  fully  illustrated. 

The  most  ancient  charted  now  extant  of  the 
lands  of  Luss,  is  a  charter  by  Malduin,  earl  of  Len- 
nox, to  Gilmore,  son  of  Muldonich,  of  the  lands  of 
Luss.  This  Muldonich,  or  another  of  Gilmore's 
ancestors,  is  upon  very  good  grounds  asserted  to 
be  a  son  of  the  earl  of  Lennox,  and  to  have  re- 
tained the  surname  of  Lennox,  or,  as  others,  as- 
sumed that  of  Luss,  and  retained  the. same  till  the 
marriage  of  the  heiress  with  Colquhoun.  The 
above  charter  was  in  the  reign  of  king  Alexander 
II,  but  it  is  thought  the  estate  was  given  off  Uv 
one  of  the  ancestors  of  that  family  before  that  char- 
ter, (hough  the  same  be  the  oldest  now  extant  in 
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their  hands.  To  Gilmore  succeeded  Maurice, 
being  only  mentioned  witness,  by  designation  of 
Luss,  in  a  charter  by  the  earl,  to  Maurice  Gal- 
braith,  of  the  lands  of  Auchincloich.  Maurice's 
successor  was  Sir  John  of  Luss,  in  whose  favpur 
Malcolm,  earl  of  Lennox,  grants  charter  of  the 
lands  of  Luss,  and  superiority  of  Banra,  and  the 
adjacent  isles  belonging  in  property  to  Gilmichal, 
Gilmartin,  and  Gillecondad,  surnamed  Galbraiths. 
To  Sir  John  succeeded  Malcolm,  in  whose  favour 
Malcolm,  second  son  of  that  name  earl  of  Lennox, 
grants  charter  of  confirmation  of  Luss,  with  the 
property  of  Easter  Glinn,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Robert  I.  Malcolm's  successor  was  Duncan,  in 
whose  favour  Donald,  earl  of  Lennox,  grants  char- 
ter, and  he  is  a  frequent  witness  in  others  of  that 
earl's  charters.  The  last  laird  of  Luss  was  God- 
frey already  mentioned* 

Humphrey  Colquhoun,  first  of  that  name,  laird 
of  Luss,  granted  charter  of  the  lands  of  Camstrod- 
dan  and  Auchigavin,  to  Robert  Colquhoun,  his 
brother,  and  his  heirs  male,  which  failing  to  ano- 
ther Robert,  and  Patrick,  his  other. brethren;  which 
charter  was  written  at  Luss,  and  subscribed  by 
the  laird,  and  confirmed  by  Duncan,  earl  of  Len- 
nox, at  Inchmirrin,  his  mansion-house,  uppn  the 
4th  day  of  July,  1395,  being  the  fifth  of  the  reign 
of  king  Robert  III. 

To  Humphrey  succeeded  Sir  John,  who  was 

married  to  the  lord  Erskine's  daughter.     He  was 

^first  governor  of  Dunbarton  castle,  afterwards  of 

the  castle  of  Inchmirrin,  and  being  enticed,  under 

a  show  of  friendly  conference,  or  parley,  to  come 
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out  of  his  garrison,  by  means  of  Lauchlan  Mac- 
Lean,  and  Murdo  Gibson,  commanders  of  an  army 
of  islesmen,  who  harrassed  Lennox  in  the  minority 
of  king  James  II*,  was,  by  an' ambush  planted  for 
that  purpose,  treacherously  slain,  with  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  of  his  men.  I  have  seen  this  Sir 
John  designed,  in  an  old  Scottish  chronicle  in 
manuscript,  "  Sir  John  Colquhoun  of  Luss  and 
Sauchy,"  the  lands  of  Sauchy  and  Glyn  being  re- 
ported to  be  given  to  Malcolm,  laird  of  Luss,  by 
king  Robert  I.  for  his  service  at  the  battle  of 
Bannockburn. 

Sir  John's  successor  was  called  Sir  John,  who 
was  married  to  the  lord  Boyd's  daughter*  He 
was  for  some  time  treasurer  to  king  James  III. 
His  successor  was  Sir  Humphrey,  married  to  the 
laird  of  Houston's  daughter.  His  second  son  was 
Patrick  of  Glyn,  who  had  a  daughter  married  to 
Murray  of  Tullibahrn,  who  had  to  him  seventeen 
sons.  To  Humphrey  succeeded  John,  who  mar- 
ried the  earl  of  Lennox's  daughter,  by  whom  he 
had  John  his  successor,  and  James,  ancestor  of 
Colquhoun  of  Kilmardinny,  of  whieh  family  is 
Colquhoun  of  Craigtoun ;  and  two  daughters  mar- 
ried to  the  lairds  of  Houston  and  Eilbirny .  John, 
fourth  of  that  name  laird  of  Luss,  was  married  to 
the  earl  of  Monteath's  daughter,  by  whom  he  had 
Sir  Humphrey  his  successor,  Alexander,  afterwards 
laird  of  Luss,  and  John.  Sir  Humphrey  was 
married  to  the  lord  Hamilton's  daughter,  by  whom 
he  had  one  daughter,  married  to  Campbell  of  Car- 
rick.  This  Sir  Humphrey  fought  the  conflict  of 
Glenfroon,  against  the  MacGregors,  and  was  af- 
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terwards  killed  in  Benachra  castle  by  the  Mac- 
Farlanes,  throjjgh  influence  of  a  certain  nobleman 
whom  Luss  had  disobliged.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Alexander  his  brother,  who  married  Helen, 
daughter  to  the  laird  of  Buchanan,  by  whom  he 
had  five  sons ;  Sir  James  his  successor,  Sir  Hum- 
phrey of  Balvey,  Alexander  of  Glins,  Walter,  and 
George.  .  Sir  Humphrey,  Walter,  and  George, 
died  without  issue. 

Sir  James  of  Luss  married  the  earl  of  Mon- 
trose's daughter,  and  had  by  her  Sir  John  his  suc- 
cessor, Sir  James  of  Corky,  and  Alexander  of 
Tullichewn.  Sir  John  married  Baillie,  heiress  of 
Lochend,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons,  who  died 
all  unmarried,  and  eight  daughters,  three  of  which 
only  had  issue,  being  Lilias,  the  eldest,  married 
to  Stirling  of  Keir,  Christian  to  Cunningham  of 
Craigends,  and  Helen  to  Dickson  of  Inveresk. 

To  Sir  James  succeeded  his  brother,  Sir  James 
of  Corky,  who  was  married  to  Cunningham'  of 
Bellyechan's  daughter,  by  whom  he  had  Sir  Hum- 
phrey his  successor,  and  James.  Sir  Humphrey 
was  married  to  the  laird  of  Houston's  daughter, 
by  whom  he  had  no  children  that  came  to  age, 
but  one  daughter,  Anne,  who  being  heiress  of  that 
estate,  was  married  to  James  Grant  of  Pluscarden, 
second  son  to  Grant  of  that  ilk,  who,  upon  the 
death  of  Sir  Humphrey,  succeeded  to  the  estate  of 
Luss,  and  in  a  little  time  thereafter,  through  de- 
cease of  brigadier  Alexander  Grant,  his  elder  bro- 
ther, without  issue,  succeeded  also  to  the  estate  of 
Grant,  being  now  in  possession  of  both  those  great 
and  ancient  estates,  designing  his  eldest  son  for 
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laird  of  Grant,  and  his  second  son  for  laird  of  Luss. 
The  principal  residence  of  tbe  lairds  of  Luss  is 
Bosdoe,  pleasantly  situated  in  a  little  peninsula, 
upon  the  south  shore  of  Lochlomond,  in  the  parish 
of  Luss,  and  shire  of  Dunbarton. 

The  next  to  the  family  of  Luss*  of  that  name, 
in  this  kingdom,  is  Colquhoun  of  Tullicbewn. 
There  is  also  in  the  parish  of  Luss  Colquboun  of 
Camstroddan,  descended  of  a  son  of  the  said  family 
in  the  the  reign  of  king  James  V.  There  is  Col- 
quboun of  Garscaddan,  in  the  parish  of  Eilpatrick, 
descended  from  the  family  of  Camstroddan,  in  the 
minority  of  queen  Mary.  There  is  also  Colquhoun 
of  Craigtoun,  a  cadet  of  the  family  of  Eilmardinny, 
as  already  mentioned.  Those  of  other  denomina- 
tions descended  of  this  surname  are  the  Cowans, 
pretty  numerous  in  the  shire  of  Fife,  and  in  the 
east  parts  of  the  shire  of  Stirling.  The  chief  per- 
son of  that  name  is  Cowan  of  Corstoun,  in  Fife. 
Also  the  MacMainesses,  who  are  not  very  numer- 
ous. There  is  also  a  sept  of  this  surname  very 
numerous  in  Appin,  and  other  places  of  Upper 
I«orn,  called  MacAchounichs. 

The  armorial  bearing  of  Colquhoun  of  Luss  is, 
argent,  a  saltyre  engrailed,  sable.  Supporters, 
two  hounds  sable,  collared  argent.  Crest,  a  hart'* 
head  coupee,  gules.    Motto,  Si  Je  Puis. 
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THE  surname  of  Lamond  did  not  upon  most 
occasions  associate  with  most  others  of  the  more 
remote  clans :  Nevertheless,  upon  very  solid 
grounds,  it  hath  been  always  accounted  a  surname 
of  great  antiquity  and  esteem ;  the  same  for  divers 
ages  being  in  possession,  and  the  chiefs  thereof 
lairds,  or  rather  lords,  of  all  Lower  Cowal,  a  very 
fertile  country,  and  of  a  large  extent,  though  most 
part  thereof,  at  several  junctures  and  occasions,  (of 
which  the  circumstances  cannot  in  this  age  be  dis- 
covered,) was  wrested  out  of  their  hands.  The 
name  itself  did  also  sustain  very  great  loss,  or  di- 
minution, in  the  time  of  the  civil  wars,  in  the  reign 
of  king  Charles  I*,  having  joined  with  the  marquis 
of  Montrose's  party,  who  stood  for  the  king's  in- 
terest. Upon  the  defeat  of  the  Marquis  at  Phtlip- 
haugh,  and  suppression  of  that  party,  the  Lamtmds 
for  some  time  defended  themselves  in  their  chiefs 
castle  of  Towart;   but  being  besieged  by  a  party 
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of  the  Parliament's  forces,  were  obliged  to  yield 
themselves  prisoners  of  war,  and  as  soon  as  they 
cfeme  into  the  enemy's  hands  were  all  put  to  the 
sword;  as  were  also  near  the  same  time  a  great 
number  of  the  MacDougals  and  MacNeils,  who 
defended  themselves  for  some  time,  in  the  fort  of 
Dunabarty  in  Kintyre,  against  lieutenant-general 
Lesley,  after  the  defeat. of  Alexander  MacDonald's 
army  at  Largy :  Lesley  having  given  quarters  to 
a  party  of  Irish,  who,  with  the  above  clans,  de- 
fended that  fort,  did  put  all  the  Scots,  without  dis- 
tinction, to  the  sword,  of  which  the  most  part 
were  of  those  mentioned,  with  some  MacDonalds, 
after  they  had  surrendered  at  discretion  $  so  that 
none  of  these  surnames  are  any  thing  so  numerous 
ever  since  as  formerly. 

The  surname  of  Lamond  is  asserted  to  be  de- 
scended of  Lamond  O'Neil,  a  son  of  the  great 
O'Neil,  provincial  king  of  North  Ulster.  The 
chiefs  of  this  surname  were  allied  with  very  hon- 
ourable families  both  in  Scotland  and  Ireland; 
as  with  the  families  of  Argyll,  MadDonald,  Luss, 
Buchanan,  Okyan,  lord  Dunseverin,  and  other 
families  in  Ireland.  I  find  Duncan  MacLamond, 
who  seems  to  have  been  laird  of  Lamond,  men- 
tioned witness  in  a  charter,  granted,  by  Duncan, 
earl  of  Lennox,  in  the  reign  of  king  Robert  III. 
This  surname  is  always  in  Irish  termed  MacLa- 
mpnds,  or  clan  Lamond. 

Archibald,  late  laird  of  Lamond,  married  Mar- 
garet, daughter  to  colonel  Hunyy  by  whom  he 
had  no  issue ;  so  that  the  estate  went  to  Dugal 
Laiqond  of.  Stiolaig,  as  being  nearest  heir  male. 
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He  married  Margaret,  rater  to  James,  earl  of 
Bute,  by  whom  he  had  five  daughters,  the  eldest 
whereof,  Margaret,  is  married  to  John  Lamond  of 
Kilfinan,  whose  eldest  son  is  to  succeed  to  the  es- 
tate of  Lamond.  There  are  of  other  denomina- 
tions descended  of  this  surname,  the  MacLucases, 
or  Lukes,  Maclntumers,  or  Turners,  MacAlduies, 
or  Blacks,  Macllwhoms,  and  Towarts.  The  laird 
of  Lamond,  since  the  demolition  of  his  castle  of 
Towart,  by  the  above-mentioned  siege,  resides  in 
Ardlamond,  in  Upper  Cowal.  The  principal  gen- 
tlemen of  that  name  are  the  Lamonds  of  Silver* 
craig,  Lamond  of  Willowfield,  who,  with  some 
othjer  gentlemen,  add  most  others  of  that  surname, 
reside  in  Lower  Cowal.  There  is  also  descended 
of  a  son  of  the  laird  of  Lamond,  Burdon  of  Fedale, 
in  Straithem,  with  others  of  that  name  there,  hav- 
ing got  that  estate  by  marriage  of  the  heiress  there- 
of some  ages  ago* 

There  is  also  in  Argyllshire  a  gentleman  of  a 
small  estate,  designed  MacOrquodale  of  Faint* 
islands.  His  interest  lyes  upon  the  south  side  of 
Lochow,  and  he  is  accounted  one  of  the  most 
ancient  gentlemen,  of  his  own  station,  in  that  shire, 
or  probably  of  any  other  in  this  kingdom,  it  being 
with  assurance  asserted,  that  the  cause  of  his  an- 
cestor's getting  that  estate  was  for  taking  down  the 
head  of  Alpin,  king  of  the  Scots,  by  night,  off  the 
walls  of  the  capital  city  of  the  Picts,  where  these 
had  affixed  it,  and  upon  bringing  the  same  to  king 
Kenneth  the  Great,  he  was  for  that  service  recom- 
penced  with  that  estate,  possessed  by  his  successor 
as  yet ;  and  that  there  was  a  charter  granted  of 
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the  said  estate  by  king  Kenneth,  which  is  reported 
to  have  been  sent,  upon  his  earnest  request,  to  Sir 
George  MacKenzie,  to  be  perused  by  him,  some 
little  time  before  the  Revolution,  and  that  the  same 
was  not  got  back.  However  this  be,  that  gentle- 
man is  reputed  to  be  of  very  great  antiquity  by 
all  in  these  parts ;  but  I  could  not  obtain  any  dis- 
tinct account  of  the  same,  or  of  his  armorial  bear- 
ing. 

There  was  also  a  gentleman  of  a  good  estate 
in  Kintyre,  designed  MacEay  of  Ogendale,  whicb 
family  continued  in  a  very  good  repute  for  a  good 
many  ages.  The  principal  family  is  lately  extinct. 
There  continues  a  considerable  number  of  that 
surname  as  yet  in  Kintyre,  and  the  north  of  Ire- 
land ;  so  that  I  am  very  apt  to  think  that  the  an- 
cestor of  the  northern  MacKays,  of  which  the  lord 
Rae  is  chief,  was  descended  off  this  ancient  family 
of  that  name  in  Kintyre,  rather  than  from  one 
Forbes,  a  son  of  Forbes  of  Ochanochar,  as  is  as- 
serted by  some  modern  writers. 

Lamond  for  armorial  bearing  carried  sometimes 
azure,  a  mond,  or  globe  argent ;  but  the  most  an- 
cient and  more  ordinary  bearing  of  that  family  is 
azure,  a  Hon  rampant,  argent.  Crest,  a  hand  cou- 
pee  proper.     Motto,  Nepereas  nee  sperms. 
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AS  divers  of  the  most  ancient  surnames  in  the 
western  parts  of  the  Lennox  derive  their  origin 
from  the  family  of  Lennox ;  so  also  the  surname  • 
of  MacAulay  may,  upon  good  grounds,  be  pre- 
sumed  to  be  descended  off  that  ancient  family. 
For  confirmation  of  this  allegation,  in  a  charter,  by 
Malduin,  earl  of  Lennox,  to  Sir  Patrick  Graham, 
of  the  carrucate  of  Muckraw,  one  of  the  witnesses 
is  Aulay,  the  ekrPs  brother :  as  also  in  another 
charter,  by  the  same  earl,  to  William,  son  of  Ar- 
thur Galbreath,  of  the  two  carrucates  of  Bather- 
pock,  and  carrucate  of  Kincruich,  now  Culcruich, 
the  witnesses  are,  Duncan  and  Aulay,  the  earl's 
brethren.  This  Aulay  is  mentioned  in  divers 
other  charters  of  the  said  earl ;  as  also  the  said 
Aulay's  son,  and  successor,  designed  Duncan,  son 
of  Aulay  or  MacAulay,  knight,  is  inserted  in  a 
charter,  by  the  Said  ear),  to  Walter  Spreul,  of  the 
lands  of  Dalquhern,  and  in  a  great  many  others. 
I  find  no  mention  of  this  Duncan's  successor. 
The  next  to  be  niet  with,  and  to  be  presumed  of 
that  family,  is  Arthur,  designed  of  Arncaple,  being 
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witness  in  a  charter,  by  Duncan,  earl  of  Lennox, 
to  Murdac,  son  of  Arthur  Dinin,  of  the  lands  of 
Drumfad  and  Kirkmichal;    so  that  this  Arthur 
might  be  grandchild  to  Sir  Duncan  last  mentioned. 
There  is  a  current  tradition,  that  this  family,  or 
surname,  was  designed  "  Arttcaples  of  that  ilk," 
for  some  time,  until,  from  one  of  the  chiefs  of  that 
family,  properly  called  Aulay,  the  whole  surname 
was  so  denominated.      But  there  is  much  more 
ground  for  the  first  than  the  last  of  these  supposi- 
tions, in  regard  of  the  small  interval  betwixt  the 
time  of  the  above  Sir  Duncan  MacAulay,  and 
that  surname's  being  found  upon   record  to  be 
so  denominated  as  it  continues  to  this  present  time. 
The  next  of  that  name  to  the  family  of  Arnca- 
ple, is  the  representative  of  major  Robert  MacAu- 
lay, a  gentleman  of  a  good  estate  in  Glenerm,  in 
the  county  of  Antrim  in  Ireland,  in  which  county  a 
great  many  of  that  surname  reside.     There  is  also 
a  numerous  sept  of  that  surname  in  Caithness  and 
Sutherland,  who  own  their  descent  off  the  family 
of  Arncaple,  and  that  gentleman  to  be  their  chief. 
The  MacPheidirans  of  Argyllshire  own  themselves 
to  be  originally  of  this  surname.     The  principal 
residence  of  the  laird  of  Arncaple  is  the  castle  of 
Ardincaple,  in  jthe  shire  of  Dunbarton,  situated 
upon  the  north  side  of  the  Frith  of  Clyde,  opposite 
to  the  town  of  Greenock. 

The  armorial  bearing  of  MacAulay  of  Arnca- 
ple is,  gules,  two  darts  their  points  conjoined  in 
base,  in  form  of  a  cheveron  reversed  argent,  sur- 
mounted of  a  fess  cheeky  of  the  second  and  first. 
Crest,  a  boot  coupee  at  the  ancle,  with  a  spur 
thereon  proper.     Motto,  Dtdce  Periculum* 
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Imprimis,  Clan-Donald,  and  of  them  five  branches  in 
the  lies  by  branches  smaller. 

FIRST,  Donald  Gormesone  his  kin  are  called  of 
surname  Hutscheon,  that  is  to  say,  the  succession 
of  Hutscheon  M'Donald,  quhom  of  they  descendit 
and  sprange.  Therefore  this  man  is  called  Donald 
M'Donald  Gorme,  Vic  Donald  Gurmacke,  Vic 
Donald  Gorvaicke,  Vic  Hutscheon,  quo  was  sone 
to  Alexander  of  I  la,  earl  of  Rosse,  and  lord  of  the 
lies,  or,  as  the  Heighlandmen  calls  him,  king  of 
the  lies. 

And  this  Alexander  was  sone  to  Donald  earle  of 
Rosse,  by  the  marriage  of  Valter  Lesley  earle  of 
Rosse,  daughter  and  heir ;  and  this  earle  Donald 
wes  the  first  earle  of  memory  that  of  the  Clan- 
ronald  justly  bruikit  Rosse. 
L 
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And  this  Donald  wes  the  stock  e,  qu  her  fra  Clan- 
ronald  were  named  last  in  ther  names,  quha  wes 
sone  to  Jhone  of  Ha,  and  of  the  best  that  came  of 
that  sorte,  quho  had  the  Stewarte  to  his  wyffe, 
mother  to  this  Donald  forsaid. 

This  Jhone  of  Ila  wes  sone  to  Angus  M'Angus, 
Vic  Donald,  fra  quhome  they  were  called  first,  and 
of  the  auld  clan  Donald. 

This  Donald  wes  the  sone  of  Raynald  M'Somerle 
or  Somerledi,  frae  quhome  they  were  for  a  quhile 
named  and  called  clan  Somerle. 

This  Somerle  wes  the  sone  of  Gillebryde  M'Gil- 
leadam,name  Vic  Sella,  Vic  Mearshaighe,  Vic  Swyfc 
fine,  Vic  Malhheussa,  Vic  Eacime,  Vic  Gothefred, 
fra  quhome  they  were  called  at  that  time  clan  Go- 
thofred,  that  is,  clan  Gotheray  in  Hybers  Leid, 
and  they  were  verey  grate  men  in  that  tymes  of 
zeire,  and  ay  on  called,  clan  Gotherey,  quhill  Don- 
ald Gorme,  quhome  I  last  made  mentione. 

This  Gotheray  wes  the  sone  of  Fergus  M'Eriche, 
Vic  Gartayne,  Vic  Ethay,  Vic  Thola  Graisme,  Vic 
Ethay  de  wiff  Leist    Ethodius  Vic  Frathrequerwy  « 
fratherus,  Vic  Clarpre  Lisse  Chuyr,  Corbredus,  *. 
Vic  Chrorinweet  Alada,  Cormacus  Vio  Airt,.  Lwv 
meche  king  of  Irland,  mist  roy*U  in  all  his  bctiomC' 
Vic  Chuyin  Chidekakey,  Condus  lend  beihis  kib£< 
of  Irland,  a  royal  prince,  and  iyon. like  in  all  hk 
actions  of  warre,  of  quhome  I  make  thir  thesltfokef* 
in  Irland,  for  that  he  is  lineally  descendit  of  Gathe- 
lusseed. 

Clan  Eanmorc,  the  second  house  of  the  ClanDonaUL  , 
Sir  James  Macconeill  of  Kyntyse  is  thesec6od  . 
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house  of  the  lies,  quho  is  the  sone  of  Alexander 
M4 Jhone,  Vic  Anald  Agnaldi,  Vic  Ean  Johannis, 
Vic  Donald  Ballay,  Vic  Ean,  of  quhom  they  are 
called  to  surname  Sleight  Ean  Moire  successio 
Johannis  Magni,  quho  wes  sone  to  Jhone  the  best 
lord  of  the  lies,  as  I  have  said  off  befor,  quho  had 
the  Stewarte'sdauchtertohis  ladey.  Heir  I  impe 
this  branche  to  the  tree  justly  as  is  afforsaid. 

Clan  Reynold,  the  third  house,  of  the  ClanDonald. 

Jhone  Moydeor  Tyeiche  is  the  sone  of  Alexan- 
der Macallan,  filius  Alani,  Vic  Rorey  Roderici, 
Vic  Ean  Johanis,  Vic  Raynald  Reginaldi,  quhorne 
I  impe  to  this  good  Jhone  of  Ila,  his  father  forsaid. 
Heir  sprouted  twa  branches  out  of  the  tree  at  ance, 
that  is,  the  clan  Ean-moire  and  the  clan  Raynald, 

Clan  Ean  of  Jrdnamorachin,  the  fourte  house  of  the 
Clan- Donald. 

Alexander  M'Donald  Donaldi  M'Ean  Johannis 
M'Aloir  Alexandri  M'Angus  M'Ean  Achechter- 
wache  M* Angus  Moire,  who  wes  the  lord  of  the 
lies,  and  him  I  impe  to  the  tree. 

Alexander  Carrath,  the  fyfte  house  of  ClanDonald. 

Neirest  this  descendit  frae  the  house  of  Clan- , 
Donald  is  Alexander  Carrath,  that  is,  Shawit 
Alexander  sua  that  be  the  countrie's  custome,  be- 
cause Highlandmen  callit  the  fairest  bared  man 
Chewit  man,  and  the  Chewit  the  hared,  and  sua 
furthe,  for  this  Alexander  was  the  fairest  hared 
man  as  they  say  of  aney  that  ever  was ;  and  this 
said  Alexander  was  brother  to  this  Donald  of  the 
2 
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lies  forsaid,  and  to  John  Moir,  fra  quhome  James 
Kyntyre  descendit,  and  brother  of  the  father  syde 
to  Ray n aid,  of  quhome  cauie  the  ClanRanald. 

And  this  Carrath  hes  raaney  come  of  him,  and 
good  succession  in  Lochaber  called  ClanRanald, 
M'Donald  Glasse,  Vic  Alexander,  quhilk  bruikes 
a  pairt  of  Lochaber  siosyne. 

Ther  wes,  by  thir  I  have  wretten  oiFe,  Jhone 
Gothofred,  and  Angus,  the  quhilke  had  nae  suc- 
cession. ;  ';." 
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THBR  wer  fyte  earles  of  Ro*  sifc&essively  and 
immediately  before  Walter  Lesly  that  marryed 
the  hereto*  of  Ros,  quherdf  the  first  was  called 
Ferqutiard,  the  second  William,  the  third  William, 
the  fourth  Hew,  and  the  fifth  William,  who  was 
Hither  to  Eufiam  the  heretrix,  spousto  the  forsaid 
Walter  Lesly. 

Walter .  Lesly  begot  on  Etrfiam  ane  sone  called 
Alexander,  (who  was*  marryed  on  a  dough ter  of 
dak  Robert  Stewart,  (governor  of  Scotland,)  by 
whom  he  haid  only  a  doughter  called  Mary,  who 
dyed'  a  virgin,)  and  toe  doughter  called  Eufiam, 
who  was  -marryed  on  Donald,  lord  of  the  Yles, 
(who  fought  the  battle  of  Harlaw).  This  Donald 
begot  on  Eufiam  Lesly,  Alexander,  earle  of  Ros, 
and  Alexander  begot  Jon  of  Ha,  earle  of  Ros,  who 
resigned  his  right  to  the  earldom  of  Ros,  in  king 
£amefc  *he  third,  bis  favors,'  in  the  year  1479. 
3 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


126  CHRONICLE  OF  THE 

quherby  the  said  earldom  becom  to  be  annexed  to 
the  crowne. 

].  Ferquhard,  the  first  earle  of  Ros,  (upon  a 
certan  occasion,)  maid  a  vowe  that  he  should  found 
ane  abbey  of  the  first  religious  men  he  should  meit, 
and  meitiog  with  two  why t  channons  in  Galloway, 
(having  certan  of  sanct  Niniari's  relicts,)  he  brought 
them  to  Ros,  and  founded  an  abbay  of  that  or* 
der  at  Feme,  beside  Kintarue  in  Stratbcbarron, 
(quherof  som  pairt  remaynes  as  yet  to  be  seen,) 
and  maid  ane  of  the  said  channons  (called  Mai* 
colme,)  abbot  thereof,  who,  being  abbot  fifteen 
yeirs,  deceist,  and  was  burryed  in  the  sam  place, 
and  after  his  death  was  holdin  be  his  people  as  a 
sanct— Therafter  the  said  earle,  with  consent  of 
the  abbot  [and]  brethren  of  the  said  place,  for  the 
more  tranquillitie,  peace  and  quietnes  therof,  tran- 
slated the  6aid  monastrie  quhemow  presently  it 
stands,  the.  twenty* seventh  yeir  of  the  said  Fer* 
quhard's  earldom,  and  yeir  of  God  .  . , .  -— At 
this  tym  was  the  second  abbot  called  Malcoltne  of 
Nig. 

Ferquhard,  earle  of  Ros,  dyed  in  Tayne,  upon 
the  first  day  of  Februarie,  1251. 
.  2.  Unto  Ferquhard  succeeded  William  his  sane, 
who  maryed  Ane  doughter  of  John  Cumming* 
earle  of  Buchan ;  he  lived  twenty-four  yeirs  earle* 
and  dyed  at  Earles-AUane,  the  17th  of  December, 
1274. 

In  his  tym  was  the  third  abbot  called  Maccabeus 
Mackhersia. 

3.  Unto  this  WUliara  succeeded  bis  sooe  Wil, 
Cam,  the  third  earle,  who  was  mad  earle  at  JVhit- 
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sitaday  the  said  yeir  ;— *he  "lived  forty-nine  yeirs 
earle,  and  was  marry ed  on  Mauld,  sister  to  the 
king. 

*  In  his  iym  Robert,  earle  ofCarrick,  mad  insur* 
rection,  pretending  to  the  crowne  of  Scotland, 
quherupbn  the  king  entered  in  confederate  with 
him*  And  gave  him  his  sister  to  wyff,  as  said  is, 
who  bore  to  him  a  son  called  Hew. 
:  This  William  was  a  long  tym  imprisoned  in 
^England  for  his  fidelity  to  the  crowne  of  Scotland, 
asddep^irted  in  Delny  in  Ros,  the  28th  of  January, 
1328. 

In-tym  of  this  earle  William  wer  divers  abbots 
of  Ferne ;  the  first  was  called  Martin,  ane  channon 
of  Whythorne*  (not  choysen,  but  presented  be  the 
pryor  *>f  Whythorne).  Nixt,  ther  waa  ane  other 
brother  of  the  said  house  of  Whythorne,  called' 
John,  (who  was  invested,  not  choysen).  The  third 
was  called  Mark  Ros,  son  to  Sir  Mark  Ros,  (not 
choysen  be  the  convent  of  Ferne,  but  presented  be 
the  pryor  of  Whythorn).  This  Mark,  abbot,  eh- 
tered  in  the  said  monastrie  two  years  befor  the  de* 
cease  of  the  said  earle  William,  and  found  the  said 
place .  destitute  of  idoneous  persones,  ornaments, 
biggings,  and  other  guids.  He  governed  that 
place  weell  in  his  tym,  and,  according  to  the  order, 
instructed  them  (diligently.  , 

4.  In  tym  of  thia  Mark,  abbot,  Hew,  sone  to 
prementionat  William,  was  maid  earle  upon. St 
Patrick's  day,  the  17th  day  of  March;  after  the 
decease  of  bis  father,  viz.  1323,  and  lived  earle  ten 
yeats,  And,  in  the  defence  of  the  realtne,  departed 
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in  the  conflict  of  HalydouneJrilV  besyd  Berwick* 
the  18th  e£  the  calends  of  August,  1333. 

He  maryed  the  lord  Graham's  doughter,  -who 
bore  to  him  William,  fifth  earle  of  Ros,  and  Hfew, 
who  was  first  laird  of  Belnagowne. 

5.  Unto  Hew  succeedit  his  sohe  Wiifia(m»  (the 
third  of  that  nam,  and  fifth  earle  of  Roe;)  who, 
after  three  years'' banishment  in  Norway,'  emu 
home;  and,- having  gathered  a  great  armie,  invaded 
the  towrie  of  Pearth,  then  garrisond  be  the  Enghah, 
and,  baVing  drawn  the  water  from  them,  cam* 
strayned  them  to  depairt  out  of  the  towne.    .* 

He  wa»  most  friendly  to  all  religions  pefsoies, 
and  repaired  and  re-edHyed  all  the  trigging*  and 
manor-places  of  his  predecessors  in  sindrie  pairts 
j>f  Ros ;  ^e  was  maid  earle  after  his  returne  from 
exyle,  on*  Fry  day  "before  Whitsunday,  «» the  yew 

issb.    *    •<-■■  - 

':  This*  WHKatn,)  b&  the  advyce arid  counsell  of 
Jloger*  brshope  of  Ros,  the  said  Mark*  then  abfet 
of  Ferae*  and  bstiU  convent,  caused  re-edify  the 
abbey  kirk  of  PeriH?,  (being  formerly  biggedof 
ruch  stain*  and  clay,)  and  bilged! it  of  new,  with 
hewin  work^  A|»hilk:  work  was  begun*  the  second 
year  after  the  said  William  was  maid  earle  of  Ros, 
that  is,  in  the  year  1338,  and  the  said  Mark,  abbot, 
dyed  among  his  bretherib;  after  the  beginniflg  of 
the  said  work,  in  the  year  1365,  and  was  Wonora- 
blie  buryedi  within  the  said  kirk.— Urtto  this  Mark 
succeeded  Donald  Peibles.  This  earle  William 
considering  the  channons  of  Feme  haid  frie  power 
of  election  be  pope  Urban  the  fourth,  in  tfbttse 
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tjjaae  they  were  founded,  and  others,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  said  order,  giving  them  special  pri- 
vtledges,  he,  (the  said  William,)  for  keeping  all 
ther  juries  and  rights  to  the  said  religious  men, 
ordered  that  nether  election  nor  presentation  should, 
on  no  wages,  be  hud  to  them  from  uthers,  but 
within  the  said  abbacy,  according  to  the  institu- 
tione  of  Augustin,  and  that  som  worthy  persones 
be  elected  out  of  the  bosome  of  the  said  place ; 
and  for  ther  entres  they  elected  and  presented  the 
,  said  Donald  abbot,  who  refused  the  sam  for  the 
invie  of  presentation  which  he  haid  of  Whythorne; 
yet,  shortly  therafter,  he  was  elected  abbot  with 
consent  of  the  haill  brethren,  and  past  (accorapa- 
nyed  with  ane  brother  called  John  Abernethie,) 
to  Whythorne,  to  the  pryor  therof,  in  his  erand 
of  election,  quher,  after  many  reasons  and  contro- 
versies the  pryor  of  Whythorne  and  convent  therof 
confirmed  and  approved  the  election  of  the  said 
Donald  mad  at  Feme. 

In  the  dayes  of  this  earle  William,  atid  in  abbot 
Donald's  tym,  the  staine  work  of  the  said  kirk  was 
ended  ;  and  als  the  timmet  work  therof,  be  the 
supplie  of  the  said  earle,  was  also  finished. 

This  earle  William,  having  repaired  the  kirk  and 
abbay  of  Ferae,  granted  to  the  sam,  forliis  soule 
and  his  predecessors1,  the  kirk  of  TirradaileinRos, 
that  was  at  his  presentation,  and  obtained  consent 
to  ihe  abbey  of  Feme  therupon,  be  the  bishops 
and  chapter  of  Ros,  for  whose  saule  every  chan- 
none,  under  .great  payrie,  was  appoynted  ilk  day 
to  say  ane  mass  at  the  hich  altar. 

.This  William  lived  earle  thirty-five  yeires,  and 
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deceased  at Delny,the  9th  day  of  February,  1969 
yeirs. — [Manuscript  of  ftigy  137  U  9lk  February.] 
To  abbot  Donald   Pei^les  succeeded   Donald 
Adam  Monilaw,  who  deceisit  at  Feme,  the  10th  of. 
September,  1407. 

6.  And  in  his  tym  was  earle  of,  Jlos»  Walter 
.Lesly,-  who  m*ryed  Eufiaqi*  daughter  to  the  said 
eiarle .  Wiljiam,  and  depaif  ted  at  Pesgrth,  t}ie  peoi*]* 
day  of  February,  1381  •  .        ,>   . 

7,  To  him  succeided  Alexander,  Lesly  his  sone> 
who  maryed  ane  doughter  of  diik  Robert  Stewarf a, 
governor  of  Scotland,  and  got  on  hir  .ane  doughter 
called  Mary,  who  dyed  ane  virgin ;  and  the  said 
Alexander  deceised  at  Dingwell,  in  his  young  adge, 
the  8th  day  of  May,  1402. 

And  after  that,  on  Thomas  Kathirnach  sent  to 
the  pryor  of  Whythorne  to  be  abbf*.of  Feme* 
This  Thomas  #as  given  to  the  lust  of  the  fleshy 
ftpd  it  is  tncerfan  what  .was  his  end. 

After  this  was  ane  abbot,  Finlay  McFaid,  oy  of 
Sir  Terrier*  vieelur  Of  Tayrie,  who,  foracertan 
space,  governed  the  place  of  Ferae, ,  and  dyed  the 
J#h  of  October,  1436. 

Therafter,  Alexander  of  Yla,  lord  of  the  Yles* 
and  son  to  Donald  of  the.  Yles .  who  marryed 
JSufiam  Lesly,  becam  earle  of  Bos,  and  justice  be* 
porth  Forth. 

This  Alexander  dyed  at  Dingwell,  and  was  bur* 
ryed  in  the  cbannonrie  of  Ros,  the  8th  of  May, 
1449. 

King  James  the  firsts  in  the  year  .  . . . ,  caused 
behead  James  Campbell,  for  murdering  Jotrae  of 
of  the  Yles,  a  man  dearly  beloved  of  his  people. 
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• 'ft  In  the  year  1426,  Alexander,  lord  of  the 
Yles,  was  arrested  be  the  king  at  Invernes,  for  his 
roantaifting  of  theeres  and  robbers,  and  brought 
prisoner  to  Edinbrugh,  and,  shortly  therafter,  for1 
prtortrising  to  refbrrae .  his  maners,  was  pardoned 
andf  set  at  libertie,  quherof  ther  ensued  great 
trouble  imediatly  therafter^  for ;  be  gathered  a 
great  many  reavers  and  robbers,  and  burnt  ihe^ 
towne  of  Invernes  and  besfeedged  the  castle  therof, 
eirfbrceing  With  all  dilligence  to  win  thesam,  tiff 
he  was  advertised  that  the  king  was  comraing  with 
ane  great  powr,  quherupon  he  fled  to  the  Yles9 
and  therafter,  being  informed  that  many  lay  in 
wait  to  tak  him,  he  cam,  disguised  in  poor  array, 
to  Halyroodhouse,  and  ther  finding  the  king,  on 
pasch  day,  in  the-  kirk  at  his  prayers,  he  fell  on 
his  knees  before  him,  and  besought  him  for  grace, 
for  his  saik  who  raise  that  day  from  death  to  lyfe, 
and  at  the  queen1*  request  the  king  pardond  his 
lyfe,'  but  appoynted  William  Duglasj  earle  of 
Angus,  to  have  the  custody  of  him,  and  that  with-' 
ii*  the  castle  of  TarrtaMon,  that  no  trouble  Should 
ryse  by  his  mean  therafter.  His  mother,  Ettfiam 
Lesly,  doughter  to  Walter  Lesly*  earle  of  :Ros,fc 
was  also  committed  to  ward  in  St.  ColfciV  Insh, 
becaus  it  was  Icnowetr  that  shee  solicited  her  son 
Alexander  to  rebellion  against  the  king,  in  maner 
forsaid.  "y  ** 

Not  long  after,  Donald  Baldach  Makdonald,' 
coosen-german  to  the  earle  of  Ros,  com  with  a  great 
power  of  men  into  Lochaber,  quher  the  earles  of 
Mar  and  Gathnes  com,  with  such  power  of  men  as 
they  could  conveen,  to  defend  the  countrey  against 
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the  invasion  of  the  Hy  landmen,  and  fought  against 
the  said  Donald  at  Inverlochy,  quher  the  earle  of 
Cathnes  was  slayne  and  the  earle  of  Mar  discom- 
fited. 

This  Donald  therafter  taking  banishment  to 
Ireland,  for  his  rebellion  was  taken  be  a  lord  of 
Yrland,  and  bis-  head  sent  to  the  lung  of  Scot- 
land. 

9.  In  May,  1476,  the  king  raised  a  puissant 
army  in  pursuit  of  the  lord  of  the  Yles,  both  by 
sea  and  land.  The  earle  of  Atboil  (the  king's 
uncle  by  his  father,)  was  mad  lieutennent-geaerall 
to  the  land-forces,  who  acted  so  as  the  lord  of  the 
Yles  was  forced,  in  the  beginning  of  July  nixt 
therafter,  to  submitt  himself  to  the  king,  quher 
ther  was  ane  agreement  mad  and  confirmed  betwixt 
them,  that  Mackdonald  should  resignein  the  king's 
hands  all  the  right  he  haid  to  the  earldom  of  Ros 
and  lands  of  Eintyre ;  and  at  this  tym  Ros  was  an* 
nexed  to  the  crowne,  and  M'Donald  continued  lord 
of  the  Yles  and  earle  of  Ros  during  his  dayes. 
•  The  king  gave  also  to  the  earle  of  Atboil,  for 
his  service  in  the  aforsaid  expedition,  the  lands  and 
forrest  of  Cluny. 

In  tym  of  the  aforsaid  Jon,  lord  of  the  Yles* 
was  abbot  Finlay  MakFaid,  who  did  many  good 

works  during  his  being         *  *         *      •    * 

*  *  *         *  *         mm 

*   •       *  *         *  •  *        .  *        ■  •    - 

[The  remainder  >  which  occupied  two  leaves  of  the 
manuscript,  if  wanting.] 
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IT  is  recorded,  that  three  brether,  called  Guin, 
Leod,  and  Leandris,  com  out  of  Denmark,  to  the 
north  pairts  of  Scotland,  to  follow  ther  fortune ; 
and  that  Guin  took  possession  of  the  breas  of 
Cathnes,  quher  his  posterity  remanes  to  this  day, 
called  the  Clan-gunn.  Leod  conquest  the  Lewes ; 
and  of  him  ar  descended  the  M'Leods  of  Lews 
and  the  rest  of  the  name  of  M'Leod ;  and  that 
Leandris  conquest  Brea-chatt,  viz.  Lairgg,  the 
parish  of  Creich,  Slischilisti,  or  Ferrincoskie,  to- 
gether with  the  lands  of  Strath-charron,  Strath- 
hoctell,  Scrivater,  and  Glenbeg.  To  this  Lean- 
dris succeeded  his  son  Tyre,  and  to  Tyre,  Paull 
M 'Tyre,  whose  doughter  and  heire  (called  Eater- 
in,)  was  marry ed  to  Walter,  (agnamedCluggmach,) 
laird  of  Belnagowne. 

Of  the  forsaid  Leandris  ar  descendit  the  haill 
Clan-leandris,  now  surnamed  Ros :  Paull  M'Tyre, 
aforsaid,  (grandchild  to  Leandris,)  was  a  valiant 
man,  and  caused  Cathnes  pay  him  black  maill.  It 
is  reported,  that  he  got  nyn  scoir  of  cowes  yeirly, 
out  of  Cathnes,  for  black  maill,  so  long  as  he  was 
able  to  travell. 
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This  Paull  had  a  sone  called  Murdo-reoch,  (a 
stout  and  bardie  captan,)  who  (quhill  he  was  tak- 
ing up  his  custom  ky,)  was  killed  be  the  Cathnes- 
men  at  the  Spittell  hills,  and  Murdo's  bairns,  com- 
ming  out  of  Cathnes  then,  wer  drowned  at  Helms- 
daill. 

Paull  M*Tyre  built  a  house  in  Creich,  called 
Drumscreich,  with  such  a  kynd  of  hard  mortar 
that  at  this  day  it  cannot  be  knowen  quherof  it 
was  maid  ;  and,  as  he  was  building  this  house,  he 
haid  intelligence  that  his  only  sone  was  slayne  in 
Cathnes,  which  mad  him  desist  from  furder  build- 
ing quhen  he  haid  almost  finished  the  sam,  and 
shortly  therafter  dyed  for  displeasyr  of  his  lost 
sone. 

The  lands  of  Creich-moir  and  SlischiUsh,  lyand 
on  aither  syd  of  the  water  of  Portinculter,  ar  called 
Ferrin-coscarie,  and  did  appertain  somtyme  to  tlie 
Clandonald,  which  they  haid  from  the  earles  of 
Bos,  who,  possessit  the  sam,  as  appears  be  ane  in- 
infeftment,  granted  to  the  earle  of  Roa,  be  king 
Robert  Bruce,  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  raigne,^ 
and  yeir  of  our  Lord  1333,  of  certan  lands,  and 
especially  of  the  lands  of  Ferrin-coscarie,  or  Slis- 
cbilish,  desyned  to  ly  within  the  earldome  of  Su- 
therland* 

Thes  lands  of  Ferrin-coscarie  fell  to  the  lairds  of 
Kildone  and  Glengarrie,  by  the  marriage  of.  two 
sisters  of  the  surname  of  Clandonald,  who  wer 
heretrices  of  the  9am*  Which  lands  wer  sold  be 
Glengarrie  and  Kildone  to  the  Bains;  and  the 
Baynes  disponed  them  to  the  Monros, 
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1675. 


TO  all  and  sundrie  whom  it  effeirs,  I  Sir 
Charles  Araskine  of  Cambo,  Knight  Baronet,  Lyon 
King  of  Arms,  considering  the  be  the  auchtie  one 
act  of  the  third  session  of  the  second  parliament  of 
our  dread  Soveraigne  Lord,  Charles  the  Second, 
be  the  grace  of  God  King  of  Scotland,  England, 
France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  I  am 
impowered  to  visit  the  wholl  armes  of  Noblemen, 
Prelates,  Barons  and  Gentlemen,  within  this  king- 
dom, and  to  distinguish  them  with  congruent  diffe- 
b 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


XIV  EXTRACT. 

r£nces,  and  to  matriculat  the  same  in  my  books  and 
registers.  And  to  give  arms  to  vertuous  and  weell 
deserveing  persones.  And  Extracts  of  all  armes, 
expressing  the  blazoning  thereof,  under  my  hand 
and  seall  of  office,  which  register  is  therby  ordained 
to  be  respected  as  the  true  and  unrepealable  rule 
of  all  armes  and  bearings  in  Scotland,  to  remaine 
witH  the  Lyon's  office  as  a  publict  register,  of  the 
kingdome..  Therefore,  conforme  to  the  tenor  of 
the  said  act  of  Parliament,  I  testifie  and  make 
knowen,  that  the  coat  armour  appertaining  and  be- 
longing to  John  Buchanan  of  that  Ilk,  and  ap- 
proven  of  and  conformed  be  me  to  him,  is  matriculat 
in  my  said  publict  Register,  upon  the  day  and  dait 
of  thir  presents,  and  is  thus  blazoned,  viz.  The  said 
John  Buchanan  of  that  ilk,  for  his  atchieve- 
ment  and  ensigne  armoriall,  Bears  :  Or,  a  Lyon 
rampant,  sable  armed  and  langued  Gules,  within  a 
double  tressure  counterflowered  of  the  second,  on 
ane  helmet  befitting  his  degree,  with  a  mantle  gules, 
doubled  argent,  is  sett  for  his  crest,  issueing  out  of 
the  torse  a  dexter  hand,  holding  yp  a  ducall  cape, 
proper,  tufted  on  the  top  with  a  rose  gules,  withib 
two  laurell  branches,  disposed  orle-ways,  supported 
be  two  falcones  armed  argent  jessed  and  bell'd 
Gules.  The  motto  in  ane  escroll  above,  Clarior, 
hinc  honos  ;  which  coat,  aso  beblazoned,  I  declare 
to  be  the  said  John  Buchanan,  his  coat  and  bearing, 
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In  Testimonie  whereof,  I  have  subscryved  this 
extract  with  my  hand,  and  have  caused  append  my 
seall  of  office  therto.  Given  at  Edinburgh,  the 
tenth  day  of  December,  and  of  our  said  Soveraigne 
Lord's  reigne  the  twentie  seventh  year.     1675. 

CH.  ARASKINE,  Lyon. 
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I  MAY,  upon  very  solid  grounds,  presume, 
that  any  one  who  offers  to  treat  of  the  genealogy 
of  any  Scottish  surnames,  which  can  lay  any  just 
claim  to  considerable  antiquity,  especially  such  as 
are  planted  in  or  near  the  more  remote  or  High- 
land parts  of  this  kingdom,  cannot  in  reason  be 
supposed  to  have  records,  or  written  documents, 
upon  which  any  thing  that  ordinarily  is,  or  ration- 
ally may  be  advanced  upon  such  a  subject,  can  be 
founded ;  there  being  for  the  most  part  little  dili- 
gence used  by  these  surnames  or  clans  in  obtain- 
ing, and  though  obtained,  in  preserving  any  such 
documents ;  as  is  evidently  instanced  by  the  de- 
portment of  the  nobility  and  barons  to  king  Ro- 
3 
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beri  the  I.  upon  his  requiring  them  to  produce  their 
evidents:  there  being  also  many  cdntiogenciea, 
particularly  the  feuds  so  frequent  betwixt  families 
of  these  clans,  carried  on  to  such  a  degree  of  vio- 
lence and  animosity,  and  so  detrimental  to  the 
private  affairs  of  all  concerned  therein.  Besides, 
the  public  commotions  affecting  the  nation  in  gene- 
ral, may  in  reason  be  imagined  a  palpable  means 
of  the  loss  of  many  private  evidents  in  custody  pt 
those,  subject  in  a  greater  measure  to  such  incon- 
veniences, than  were  many  other  surnames  planted 
in  the  more  inland  places.  Though,  indeed,  some 
who  treat  of  the  origin  even  of  some  of  those  last 
mentioned,  are  obliged  to  found  their  allegations 
in  relation  to  the  origin  tif  these  suftftfmes,  of  which 
they  treat,  upon  probable  and  solid  tradition.  As 
for  instance,  that  exquisite  historian  of  the  celebra- 
ted surname  of  Douglas;  also  the  historian  of  the 
surname  of  Lesly  ;  as  indeed,  in  general,  all  who 
treat  of  that  subject  use  the  same  method  in  rela- 
tion to  the  more  ancient  surnames.  The  reason 
being  obvious  which  obliges  them  so  to  do,  if  that 
allegation  be  as  generally  allowed,  as  the  same  is 
asserted  by  the  greatest  part  of  our  modern  writers, 
that  there  can  be  no  written  record  or  evident  evin- 
ced to  have  existed,  or  at  least  be  produced  of  a 
more  ancient  date  than  the  reign  of  king  David  the 
I.  which  commenced  in  the  year  1124.  So  that  in 
that  case,  all  those  surnames,  whose  origin  is  assert- 
ed to  be  more  ancient  than  the  commencement  of 
that  reign,  must  of  necessity  be  founded  upon  tra- 
dition. Upon  which  account,  and  more  especially 
that;  of  the  practice  of  the  above-mentioned  hiate- 
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rianv  I  judged  it  cannot  be  esteemed  any  dispar- 
agement to  me,  or  to  the  subject  I  resolve  to  treat 
of,  to  be  obliged  to  found  tbe  account  of  the  origin 
pf  the  surname  of  Buchanan  in  general,  and  of 
«rx  of  the  first  principal  men  of  that  family  succes- 
sively in  particular,  upon  probable  and  uncontro- 
verted  tradition.  In  regard,  conform  to  the  more 
modern  method  used ,  in  genealogizing  that  sur- 
name, the  origin  of  the  same  is  extended  to  a 
more  ancient  date  than  the  reign  already  men- 
tioned.  •  Though,  mean  while,  1  am  much  more 
inclinable  to  join  sentiments  with  those  of  the 
more  ancient  seneciones,  or  genealogists,  who,  upon 
very  solid  grounds,  contend  the  generality  of  our 
clans,  and  more  ancient  surnames,  whose  origin  is 
truly  Scottish,  to  be  the  real  and  genuine  progeny 
of  the  Gathelian,  or  Scottish  colonies,  which  in 
tbe  several  junctures  before  and  afterwards,  under 
the  conduct  of  the  two  kings  Fergus  I.  and  II* 
came  from  Ireland,  and  planted  Scotland.  And 
for  confii mation  of  this  supposition,  these  demon* 
strate,  that  many  of  the  most  potent  and  ancient 
surnames  in  Ireland  are  of  the  same  denomination, 
(except  what  must  be  allowed  to  some  little  differ- 
ence of  the  dialect  and  accent  of  the  Irish  language 
used  in.  both  nations,)  with  a  great  many  of  the 
most  ancient  and  modern  of  our  Highland  clans ; 
as  the  O'Donels  and  O'Neils  with  our  MacDonalds 
and  MacNeils ;  MacCustulas,  almost  the  same  with 
MacAuslan,  the  ancient  denomination  of  the  now 
surname  of  Buchanan,  with  divers  others.  A  good 
jnany  of  the  clans  do  as  yet  closely  adhere  to  this 
ancient  kind  of  genealogy.    Some  others  of  them 
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are  induced  to  adhere  to  a  newer  form,  composed 
by  a  set  of  men  some  ages  ago,  come  in  place  of 
the  ancient  seneciones,  which  arrogate  to  themselves 
the  title  of  Antiquaries.  These  rejecting  the  an- 
cient method,  as  too  general,  and  inconsistent  with 
the  notions  of  these  more  modern  ages,  have  com- 
posed genealogies  in  their  opinion  more  exact  and 
circumstantiate  than  the  former,  by  fixing,  upon 
certain  periods  of  time,  the  manner  and  other  cir- 
cumstances relating  to  the  families  or  clans  of  whom 
they  treat.  But  all  their  allegations  being  founded 
tipon  tradition,  and  the  matters  they  treat  of  being 
generally  of  more  ancient  date  than  the  ages  of 
these  antiquaries,  they  are  subject  to  the  same  in- 
conveniences, and,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  allowed 
only  the  same  measure  of  historical  credit  due  to 
the  most  ancient  of  the  traditions  delivered  by  the 
former,  if  equally  solid  and  probable.  However, 
in  regard  this  last  method  is  that  more  generally 
received  by,  and  most  agreeable  to,  the  taste  and 
sentiments  of  the  greater  part  of  those  of  the  pre- 
sent, and  some  bygone  ages,  I  shall  conform  my- 
self thereto  as  to  what  I  am  to  offer  in  relation  to 
the  origin,  and  other  concerns  of  the  surname  of 
Buchanan.  And  in  regard  these  latter  antiquaries 
do  derive  the  genealogy  of  some  of  our  Scottish 
clans,  upon  very  good  grounds,  from  the  Danes, 
rather  induced  thereto  by  the  fame  acquired  by  the 
Danes  by  their  martial  achievements,  for  some 
•  ages  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  than  upon  any  other 
solid  ground,  or  show  of  truth  ;  and  more  especial- 
ly, seeing  the  progenitor  of  the  surname  of  Buch- 
anan  (according  to  the  above  antiquaries)  *  was 
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obliged  to  abandon  Ireland,  through  tyranny  of 
the  same  Danes,  then  domineering  over  that  king* 
dom,  I  presume  it  will  not  be  esteemed  too  incohe- 
rent with  the  ensuing  subject,  nor  unacceptable  to 
those  who  shall  have  occasion  of  perusing  the  same, 
that  I  should  briefly  glance  at  the  origin  of  that 
people*  and  some  few  of  these  surprising  achieve* 
xnents  managed  by  them  in  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  some  other  parts,  as  a  native  introduction  to 
jhe  account  of  the  time,  manner,  and  cause  of  the 
Buchanans,  their  ancestor,  or  his  abandoning. Ire* 
land. 

The  Danes,  according  to  their  own  and  divers 
other  historians,  are  the  native  progeny  of  the  an* 
dent  Cimbrians;  who,  as  Puffendorff  relates,  had 
kings,  for  some  ages  before  our  Saviour's  nativity, 
having  dominion  over  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden, 
and  some  other  northern  regions.'  That  people  wis 
pf  such  a  gigantic  stature  and  unparalleled  fierce* 
ness,  as  gave  occasion  to  Livy,  prince  of  the  Roman 
historians,  to  relate  them  to  be  framed  by  nature  for 
the  terror  and  destruction  of  other  mortals.  These 
Cimbrians  id  the  third  consulship  of  the  famous 
Caius  Marius*  (then  the  glory,  though  afterwards 
the  scourge,  of  his  native  country,)  to  the  number 
qf  four  hundred  thousand  fighting  men,  with  their 
wives  and  children,  went  to  invade  Italy,  which  put 
the  Romans  in  no  small  consternation,  concluding 
their  state  i A  a  manner  lost ;  and  probably  it  would 
baVe  been  to,  had  not,. as  Livy  observes,  such  a 
brave  atid  politic  captain  as  Marius  been  their  gene- 
ral at  that  juncture,  who  by  divers  stratagems  weak* 
ened  the  poWer,  and  broke  the  fierceness  of  these 
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barbarians,  and  in  conclusion  engaged  their  amy, 
and  entirely  defeated  the  same,  with  the  slaughter 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  of  them.  Their 
<wives  and  children  during  the  battle  being  placed  ** 
in  waggons,  on  both  wings  of  their  army,  greatly 
molested  the  Romans  with  slings,  and  other  misgive 
-weapons ;  but  at  last  observing  the  defeat,  they  in 
the  first  place  killed  their  children,  and  lastly  them* 
selves ;  the"  women  as  well  as  men  partaking  in  a 
great  measure  of  that  fierceness  natural  to  their  na- 
tion. This  fatal  defeat  struck  such  a  terror  to  the 
Cimbrians,  as  for  some  ages  thereafter  deterred 
them  from  encroaching  upon  the  Roman  territories; 
tiU  in  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century  of  the  chris- 
tian epocha,  having  some  ages  before  that,  changed 
the  name  of  Cimbrians  into  that  of  Danes,  they 
made  up  a  part  of  that  formidable  army  with  which 
Attila  the  Great,  king  of  the  Huns,  attempted  to 
subvert  the  Roman  empire  in  the  r&gn  of  the  em- 
peror Valentinian  III.  and  year  451.  And  in  re- 
gard these  were  the  two  most  formidable  armies 
that  ever  invaded  the  Reman  state  and  empire,  and 
contributed  very  much  towards  subverting  the 
same,  I  shall  briefly  recount  the  manner  and  suc- 
cess o£  this  expedition  of  Attila,  in  which  the  Danes 
were  concerned,  and  shall  than  proceed  to  narrate 
some  of  the  most  considerable  actions  performed 
by  them  in  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Attila  was  king  of  the  Huns,  now  Hungarians, 
and  did  by  his  courage  and  conduct  bring  under 
his  subjection  most  part  of  all  these  nations  betwixt 
the  Euxine  and  Baltic  Seas,  entitling  himself  "  At- 
tila the  Great,  king  of  the  Huns,  of  the  Medes, 
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Goths,  Vandals,  Gepidseand  Danes,  the  scourge  of 
God,  and  terror  of  the  world."  This  magnanimous 
and  ambitious  prince  resolved  to  subdue  the  Roman 
Empire,  then  in  the  decline,  and  in  order  thereto 
levied  an  army  of  five  hundred  thousand  chosen 
men*  which,  the  quality  of  general  and  soldiers  duly 
considered,  was  not  only  of  power  to  subdue  the- 
Roman  empire,  but  as  it  might  seem,  the.  whole 
known  world*   Etius,  who  indeed  may  be  accounted 
the  last  of  the  Roman  heroes,  being  general  of  the 
Roman  army  in  Gaul,  and  being  informed  of  the 
march  of  this  army  towards  that  country,  not  only 
mustered  all  the  force  the  Roman  empire  could 
raise,  but  also  those  of  the  Visi-Goths,  and  Alans 
of  Spain,  Franks  and  Bqrgundians  of  France,  all 
at  that  time  in  confederacy  with  the  Romans ;  by 
which  means  he  made  up  an  army  equal  to  that  of 
Attila,  and  engaged  in  battle  with  him  in  the  large 
plains  of  Chalons,  near  the  city  of  Lyons  in  France. 
This  battle  lasted  a  whole  day,  with  the  loss  in  * 
e^d  of  One  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  of  Attila's 
army,  and  one  hundred  thousand  of  that  of  Etius. 
The  slaughter  was  so  prodigious,  that  the  waters 
of  a  rivulet  which   traversed  the  plains   where 
the  battle  was  fought,   were  so  increased  with 
blood,  as  carried  many  dead  bodies  divers  miles 
with  the  current  thereof.     Attila  being  in  a  manner 
defeated,  and  not  in  condition  to  make  a  safe  re- 
treat, caused  fortify  his  camp  with  waggons  in  the 
nighwtime,  and  ordered  his  army  to  defend  the 
same  to  the  utmost.    Meanwhile,  having  caused  a 
large  pile  of  combustible  matter  to.be  erected  in 
the  middle  of  his  camp,  he  ordered,  if  .die  enejpy 


y  Google 


144  ACCOUNT  OP  TH8 

should  enter  his  camp  per-foree,  that  fire  should 
be  put  to  the  pile,  and  his  body  burnt  therein,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  triumphing  over  the  same. 
Etius  next  morning  observing  Attila's  army  in  a 
posture  of  defence,  and,  considering  the  loss  his 
own  had  sustained*  thought  not  fit  to  assault  such 
a  number  of  desperate  men  ;  therefore  he  drew  off 
his  army,  and  by  that  means  gave  opportunity  to 
Attila  to  march  away  with  his. 

The  Danes,  with  their  neighbours  the  Saxons, 
for  some  considerable  time  before,  but  in  far  greater 
number  after  this  expedition  of  Attila,  having  fitted 
out  a  great  many  long  small  vessels,  by  them  termed 
Kiuls,  and  having  put  a  great  many  of  their  people 
on  board  the  same,  grievously  infested  the  coasts 
of  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  and  the  Nether- 
lands with  their  piracies ;  but  in  a  greater  measure 
the  coasts  of  England  and  Ireland.  For  no  sooner 
had  the  Saxons  wrested  the  sovereignty  of  Eng- 
land from  the  Britons,  than  the  Danes  began  their 
attempts  upon  the  Saxons  by  frequent  depreda- 
tions and  rapine  committed  upon  the  sea-coasts  of 
their  dominions ;  till  in  the  year  858,  and  reign  of 
Ethetced  the  I.  of  that  name,  and  IV.  monarch  o£ 
the  Saxons,  or  Englishmen,  the  Danish  king,  being 
influenced  by .  fiiorn  a  discontented  Saxon  noble- 
man, sent  a  numerous  army  under  command  of 
Hubba  his  son,  and  Hungar  a  Danish  nobleman, 
in  order  to  invade  England ;  who,  having  first 
landed  in  Scotland,  judging  by  the  easy  conquest 
thereof,  to  open  their  way  into  England,  were  here- 
in disappointed,  being  engaged  by  Constantine, 
the  Scottish  king,  at  Leveo-water  in  Fife,  and  the 
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one  half  of  their  army  commanded  by  Hubba  de- 
feated ;   but  being  relieved  by  the  other  part,  the 
Danes,  in  the  night-time,  raarohed  in  all  haste  to 
Crail,  where  their  ships  rode  at  anchor,  and  em- 
barking their  army  with  all  diligence,  sailed  for 
England,  in  which  arriving,  they  engaged  with  Ed- 
mund and  Osbrigbt,  tributary  kings  of  the*  east- 
Angles  and  Northumberland,   killed   these  two 
princes  in  battle,  and  possessed  most  part  of  their 
dominion.    And  not  only  so,  but  in  a  short  time 
obliged  the  Saxon  kings  of  England  to  pay  them  a 
vast  tribute  yearly,  which  they  augmented  at  plea- 
sure upon  every  advantage  they  obtained,  till  in  the 
end  it  became  so  insupportable,  as  to  put  Ethelred 
the  II.  of  that  name,  king  of  England,  upon  a  very 
tragical  method  of  redressing  the  same,  by  giving 
private  orders  to  his  subjects  to  assassinate  all  the* 
Danes  throughout  England  in  one  night;  which 
was  punctually  performed  upon  the  eleventh  of 
November,  1013.    But  this  massacre  was  not  at- 
tended with  the  projected  success;  for  Sueno,  king 
of  Denmark,  informed  of  his  countrymen's  fate,  ar- 
rived next  year  with  a  potent  army  in  England, 
and  having  defeated  Ethelred  in  divers  battles,  ob- 
liged him  in  the  end  to  abandon  his  dominions, 
and  fly  to  Normandy;    Sueno  meantime  taking 
possession  of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  retaining 
possession  thereof  till  his  death,  as  did  Canutus 
his  son,  Harold  and  Hardiknout  his  grandchildren, 
for  the  space  of  twenty-six  years,  with  greater  au- 
thority than  any  ever  did  that  kingdom.    And  if 
the  royal  line  of  their  kings  at  that  period  of  time 
had  not  failed,  and  their  native  country  Denmark 
N 


146  Acetittft*  op  *ate 

been  harassed  with  fcivil  wars,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility England  aright  have  contmtted  for  a  mufch 
logger  time,  if  not  As  yet,  under  the  dominkm  of 
the  Danes. 

English  historians  assert  their  countrymen  to  be 
brought  to  the  Utmost  degree  of  slavery,  during 
the  Danes  their  government;  thete  -being  a  Dane 
quartered  in  each  Englishman's  house,  and  the 
Englishman  being  upon  all  occasions  'necessitated 
to  shdw  a  deal  of  reverence  and  respect  towards 
his  guest,  and  to  address  him  always  by  the  title 
of  lord,  which  gave  a  rise  to  the  term  of  Lurdfe, 
given  in  after  ages  to  idle  useless  fellows.  Yta, 
the  English  were  brought  to  that  pitch  of  dejec- 
tion and  servile  adulation,  as  to  tttge  their  Dani* 
king  Canutus  to  receive  divine  adoration  or  honotfr 
ftdnrthem.  For  which  purpose,  a  vasft  cotaftuemfe 
of  few  subjects  attending  that  kin^^eat  Sou tbafrfp. 
tbn,  be  ordered  his  throne  to  be  placed  within  the 
seto-mark,  and  being  set  thereon  at  the  season  the 
tide -flowed,  he  commanded  the  Waters  to  keep  back 
and  not  to  approach  him ;  Jbdt  the  'sea  disobeying 
bis  orders,  lie  was  obliged  to  retire  therefrom  ;  up* 
oil  "Which  he  caused  proclaim  aloud,  that  nohe 
should  pi*estime  to  give  dirihe  adoration  to  atty, 
but  to  sudi  as  the  sea  and  all  dthfer  treated  beifigs 
behoved  to  obey.  These,  fcnd  divers  fcuch  stories, 
English  writers  relate  concerning  'the  servitude 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  Danes,  #hose  avarice 
and  attibitioh  was  hot  Satiated  With  the  conquest 
6(  England,  but  they  did  also  invade  France  under 
the  conduct  of  a  noble  Dane,  nametl  Hollo-  Ami 
though  that  Mtibn  **as  theh  governed  by  Chtfrles 
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did  BalcU  a  wry  martial  prince,  yet  afte$  a  tedious 
and  bloody  War*  he  was  obliged  to  yield  to  Rollo 
the  province  of  Neustria  to  be  possessed  by  him 
and  his  army,  the  name  of  which,  after  obtaining, 
he  changed  into  Normandy,  anno  86&  The  seventh 
in  descent  from  Rollo  was  duke  William  of  Nor- 
mandy,  who,  in  the  year  1066,  with  a  potent  army 
invaded  England,  and  at  Hastings  engaged  in  bat-* 
tie  with  the  English  king,  Harold,  who,  with  fifty- 
six  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-three  of  his 
English  soldiers,  was  killed :  and  duke  William* 
by  that  one  battle,  having  entirely  conquered  Eng- 
land, was  afterwards  termed  William  the  Con- 
queror.. 

The  Danes  being  desirous  to  try  their  fortune 
once  more  in  Scotland,  to  retrieve  the  loss  lately 
sustained  by  them  therein,  invaded  that  kingdom 
the  second  time,  under  the  command  of  Hago  and 
Helricus,  in  the  reign  of  king  Indulfus ;  but  with 
no  better  success  than  at  first,  being  beat  back  into 
their  ships,  and  obliged  to  sail  off  for  England. 
Notwithstanding  of  these  reiterated  losses,  they 
with  a  more  numerous  army  than  in  any  former 
time,  invaded  Scotland  the  third  time,  in  the  reign 
of  king  Kenneth  the  III.  and  year  988.  The  Scot* 
tish  king  with  his  army  engaged  in  battle  with  the 
Danes  at  Luncarty,  within  few  miles  of  Perth,  in 
which  the  left  wing  of  the  Scottish  army  was  defeat* 
ed ;  which  one  Hay,  with  his  two  sons  observing^ 
who  were  ploughing  at  the  time  near  the  place  of 
battle,  pulled  the  beams  off  their  ploughs,  and  en- 
tered a  strait  pass  through  which  the  Scots  were 
flying,  and  beat  down  promiscuously  all  who  < 
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within  their  reach.  The  Dimes,  amazed  at  the 
sudden  change,  retired  to  the  body  of  their  own 
army ;  as  did  the  flying  Scots,  not  a  little  encoura- 
ged, with  all  speed  join  theirs :  and  by  a  miracle 
of  Divine  Providence,  within  a  few  hours,  obtained 
a  glorious  victory,  by  the  assistance  of  these  three 
heroic  persons,  being  progenitors  of  the  noble  and 
ancient  name  of  Hay* 

-  The  Danes,  by  these  repeated  defeats,  being  ra- 
ther incensed,  than  dejected,  with  a  greater,  army 
and  more  resolute  than  ever,  invaded  Scotland  the 
fourth  time,  under  command  of  Ollaus  viceroy  of 
Norway,  and  Enecus  governor  of  Denmark,  in  the 
year  1010,  and  sixth  of  the  reign  of  king  Malcolm 
the  II. ;  who  wjth  his  army  engaged  in  battle  with 
the  Danes  at  Mortlich,  and  after  a  bloody  and  ob- 
stinate battle,  defeated  that  potent  army,  with  the 
death  of  one  of  their  generals,  Enecus.  Sueno 
the  Danish  king,  governing  then  in  England,  sent 
an  army,  under  command  of  Camus,  to  reinforce 
the  remainder  of  the  Danish  troops  in  Scotland ; 
which  being  done,  king  Malcolm  defeated  that 
arjmy.  .  Also  at  Balbride  the* Danish. general  Ca- 
mus being  slain  by  a  Scottish  gentleman  called 
Keith,  ancestor  of  that  honourable  family,  Sueno 
irritated  to  a  degree,  upon  intelligence,  of  the  late 
defeat,  sent  the  most  potent  Danish  army  that  in 
any  age  invaded  Scotland,  under  command  of  his 
son  Canutus.  Sing  Malcolm,  notwithstanding: of 
the:  vast  loss  he  had.  sustained  in  the  two  former 
engagements,  did,  with  unparalleled  resolution  and 
bravery,  engage  in  battle  with  this  army  also,  which 
continued  till  night  separated  them.    The  .Scots 
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keeping  the  field,  were  reputed  victors,  and  as  such, 
were  addressed  next  day  for  peace  by  the  Danes, 
which  was  concluded  upon  very  honourable  terms 
to  the  Scots. 

It  is  recorded,  that  for  a  long  time  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Luncarty,  all  Danes  and  Norvegians,  who  *e- 
ceiled  the  honour  of  knighthood,  were  solemnly  , 
sworn  upon  all  occasions  to  revenge  their  country* 
men1*  blood  upon  the  Scots :  but  that  after  this  last 
battle  fought  by  king  Malcolm,  there  was  a  curse 
imprecated  upon  all  such  of  those  nations  as  should 
attempt  to  invade  the  cursed  Scots ;  which  impre- 
cation, it  seems,  took  effect  in  the  Danes  their  two 
last  invasions  of  Scotland,  by  Sueno;  and  Acho, 
kings  of  Norway,  in  the  reign  of  king  Duncan  the 
I.  and  Alexander  the  II.  of  Scotland  :  the  first  of 
these  Norwegian  kings  getting  off  only  so  many  as 
manned  one  ship,  Mid  the  other  scarcely  what  could 
man  four,  of  their  two  numerous  armies.  Sq  that 
the  Danes,  who  were  a  terror  and  scourge  to  most 
of  the  neighbouring  nations,  reaped  no  other  ad- 
vantage by  their  frequent  invasions  of  Scotland, 
than  that  the  same,  upon  very  good  grounds,  should 
be  termed  Danorum  Tumulus,  The  grave  of  the 
Danes. 

The  reason  which  partly  induced  me  to  insist  at 
such  a  length  upon  the  Danes  their  wars  in  Scot- 
land, and  conquests  in  other  parts,  was,  to  illus- 
trate the  Scots  their  heroic  valour  and  bravery,  so 
conspicuously  superior  to  that  of  any  of  their  neigh- 
bouring nations  of  these  times,  to  the  conviction  of 
all,  who  industriously,  if  not  maliciously,  endea- 
vour to  derogate  in  any  degree  therefrom.  For 
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though  the  reason  why  the  Scots,  after  divers  at* 
tempts  for  that  effect,  continued  unconquered  bj 
the  Romans,  be  imputed  to  the  inaoeessibleness  of 
their  country,  by  which  means  they  were  defended; 
rather  than  by  force  of  arms ;  yet  no  such  reason 
can  hold,  in  the  Danes  their  frequent  invasions  of 
them ;  all  that .  war  being  managed  in  the  open 
fields,  with  plain  force,  and  fair  play,  as  the  pro- 
verb runs.  While  at  the  same  time,  most  other 
nations,  with  whom. they  had  dealings,  were  either 
obliged  to  submit  to  their  yoke,  or  allow  them  very 
advantageous  conditions,  as  is  evident  by  what  is 
already  mentioned,  and  no  less  so  by  what  follows. 
In  relation  to  Ireland,  the  historians  of  that  na- 
tion assert  the  Danes  to  have  begun  their  descents 
and  depredations  in  the  beginning  of  the  fourth 
century,  upon  the  seacoasts  of  that  kingdom ;  which 
obliged  Cormackulfada,  then  king  of  Ireland,. to 
employ  three  thousand,  or,  as  others  say,  nine, 
thousand  of  the  choice  men  of  the  kingdom ;  which 
number  he  appointed  as  a  standing  army,  for  op- 
posing the  insults,  and  restraining  the  rapines  of 
these.  Danish  pirates.  These  forces  were  termed? 
Feans,  being  the  ancient  Irish  term  for  giants ; 
and  their  general  was  termed  king  of  Feans,  than 
which  the  Irish  use  no  other  term  as  yet  in  their 
own  language  for  a  general.  About  the  middle  of 
the  fifth  century,  the  Irish,  with  some  of  our, 
Scottish  historians,  assert  Finmacoel  to  be  general 
of  these  Irish  forces  ;  whose  huge  stature  and  ac- 
tions against  the  Danes,  and  others,  are  somewhat 
ajxjve  measure  extolled  in  clivers  rude  rhymes,  in 
their  own  language,  retained  as  yet  by  the  Irish, 


y  Google 


FAMILY  OF  BUCHANAN,  151 

and  by  some  of  our  Scottish  Highlanders.  How- 
ever, this  general,  with  these*  under  his  command, 
gave  so  many  checks  to  the  Danes,  as  obliged 
them  for  some  time  to  desist  from  infesting  his  na- 
tive country.  But  he  was  badly,  rewarded  for  his 
good  service  by  his  ungratefiiLcountrymen,  who 
esteemed  those  forces  useless  in  time  of  peace, 
and  desirous  to  be  free  of  sortie  little  tax  of  clothes, 
snaas  and  provision,  ordinarily  paid  them,  upon 
their  refusing  to  disband,  by  the  permission,  or 
rather  contrivance  of  Corbred  the  Irish  king,  Fean 
with  all  his  forces  were  assassinated  in  one  night* 
Which  inhuman  action  was  not  long  unpunished : 
the  Danes  within  few  years  thereafter,  having  with 
greater  numbers  and  violence  than  at  any  former 
time,  infested  the  coasts  of  that  kingdom^  and. 
finding  the  same  destitute  of  the  disciplined  troops, 
which  were  in  use  to  oppose  their  insolences,  were 
thereby  encouraged  to  march  a  good  way  into  the 
inland  country ;  which  having  done  with  Uttle  or 
no. '.opposition,  they  fortified  themselves  in  a  con- 
venient place,  and  sending  some  of  their  number 
to  Denmark  for  more  forces,  which  they  obtained 
in  a  short  space,  subdued  a  good  part  of  the  king* 
dam ;  having  fortified  and  garrisoned  a  good  many, 
of  the  seaport  towns  thereof  and  also  built  through- 
out; the  kingdom,  forts  at  convenient  distances, 
termed:  in  Irish,  Baes,  or  wheels,  in  regard  their* 
form  was  round  like  that  of  a  wheel.  These  forts, 
were  ordinarily  built  upon  eminences,  the  inside 
thereof  raised  with)  stone,  and  the  outside  faced 
with  square  turf,. of  a  considerable  height  and 
breadth,  that  four  men  might  walk  abreast  round 
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the  same.  The  buildings  were  joined  round  the 
iiftside  with  doping  roofs.  There  were  also  two, 
sometimes  more  ports,  or  entries,  with  stairs  mount- 
ing to  the  battlement,  and  a  draw-well  or  spring 
witirin  each.  The  garrisons  kept  in  these,  with  the 
others,  in  the  fortified  towns,  so  overawed  the  Irish, 
that  they  durst  not  fall  upon  any  means,  or  so 
much  as  think  of  regaining  their  liberty ;  although 
they  had  always  elective  kings  of  their  own  natives, 
not  always  of  the  old  line  of  their  kings,  but  more 
often  of  other  stems,  the  state  of  the  country  oUig- 
.  ing  them  to  choose  men  of  valour  and  conduct, 
without  much  regard  had  to  their  pedigree.  These 
elective  kings  were  rather  kings  in  name,  than  e£» 
feet,  being  in  condition  for  a  long  time  of  doing 
no  other  service  in  behalf  of  their  country,  than  to 
keep  themselves  with  such  as  adhered  to  them  in 
woods,  mountains,  and  other  inaccessible  places, 
bring  intent  upon  all  occasions  to  cut  off  such 
small  parties  of  the  Danes  as  they  found  either 
rdbbing  or  purchasing  provisions  in  thecountry. 

Things  continued  in  this  state  till  the  year  908, 
in  which  the  Irish  elected  a  valiant  nobleman,  and 
eminently  export  in  martial  feats,  for  their  king, 
<jailedBnanMacEennedy:  who  entering  upon  die 
government,  and  pondering  with  himself  what  in- 
superable difficulties  he  was  to  grapple  with,  in 
supporting  the  burden  of  such  a  disordered  state, 
did  fall  upon  the  most  effectual  methods  he  couU 
in  prudence  imagine,  for  remedy  of  the  present  i*» 
commences;  and  for  that  effect  .having  eatted 
hie  whole  subjects  to  a  general  rendezvous,  be  eto* 
tedout  of  tbeni  nine  thousand  men,  which  number 
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be  kept  as  a  standing  army  in  place  of  the  old 
Feans,  terming  this  new  army  Dalgheass.     For 
the  subsistence  of  these,  he  imposed  upon  that 
part  of  the  kingdom  subject  to  him,  a  tax  in  money, 
which  seems  the  first  of  that  nature  imposed  there. 
This  king  upon  that  account  was  termed  Brian* 
boray,  or  the  taxer,  who,  with  his  select  band  of 
the  Dalgheass,  with  other  forces,  prosecuted  the 
war  so  successfully  against  the  Danes,  that  he  not 
only  defeated  them  in   divers  battles,   but  also 
obliged  them  to  abandon  their  whole  forts,  or  raes. 
throughout  the  kingdom ;  and  in  fine,  immured 
them  within  the  four  strong  towns  of  Dublin, 
Limerick,  Cork,  and  Kingsail.     These  being  sup- 
plied by  the  Danish  pirates  at  sea,  king  Brian  re* 
solved  to  deprive  them  of  that  advantage,  by  or- 
dering a  certain  number  of  ships  to  be  rigged  out 
for  clearing  the  coasts  of  these  Danish  pirates. 
For  this  purpose,  he  ordered  the  provincial  kings, 
and  other  nobility,  to  convey  certain  quantities  of 
timber  to  the  next  adjacent  seaports,  and  amongst 
others,  Mallmoro  MacMurcho,  provincial  king  of 
Leinster,  whose  sister  was  king  Brian -s  queen. 
MacMurcho  designing  to  visit  king  Brian  residing 
then  at  Tara,  went  in  company  with  his  servants, 
who .-  had  the  care  of  conveying  his  share  of  the 
timber,  of  which  a  large  mast,  in  carrying  through 
a  rugged  way,  stuck  betwixt  two  rocks,  so  as  nei- 
ther force  of  horse  nor  servants  could  disengage 
the  same,  till  at  length  MacMurcho  himself  was 
obliged  to  dismount,  and  assist  his  servants :  in 
which  business  a  silver  clasp  which  he  wofe  in  the 
breast  of  his  purple  mantle,  was  almost  torn  off; 
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which  not  regarding,  be  proceeded  on  his  journey, 
and  arriving  at  Tara,  after  some  conference  with 
the  king,  went  to  visit  the  queen  bis  sister,  who, 
noticing  bis  mantle,  asked,  how  it  came  to  be  so : 
he  toiling  plainly  the  manner,  the  queen  desired  a 
sight  of  it,  which  so  soon  as  she  obtained,  she 
thrbw  it  into  a  fire  which  was  in  the  room;  withal 
refjjroachiBg  her  brother,  in  most  bitter  terms,  that 
lie  and  bis  predecessors  being  provincial  kings,  he 
should  So  tar  degenerate,  as  to  become  in  a  man- 
ner a  slave-to  her  husband,  whose  ancestors:  never 
exceeded  the  character  of  noblemen.  MacMurcho's 
choler,  ad  well  as  ambition,  sufficiently  inflamed 
by  these  speeches,  and  some  others  which  past  be- 
twixt him  and  prince  Murcho  king  Brian's  eldest 
son,  left  the  court  in  a  great  rage,  and  posted  to  the 
Danish  garrison  in  Dublin,  using  what  arguments 
he  ooukl  *ith  them,  to  use  all  diligence  in  getting 
supplies  of  men  from  the  king  of  Denmark,  promis* 
ing>  upon  their  so  doing,  to  join  them  with  all  the 
foroce  of  Leinster.  The  Danes  being  now  in  des- 
perate circumstances,  gladly  accepted  of  his  pro* 
petals,  and  despatching  a  message  to  the  Danish 
king  importuned  him  earnestly,  that  he  should  not 
neglect  to  send  a  competent  army  to  their  assist- 
ance ;  for  that  then,  or  never,  the  affairs  of  Ireland 
were  to  be  retrieved.  The  king  of  Denmark, 
being  that  Sueno  who  afterwards  conquered  Eng- 
land, glad  of  this  opportunity,  despatched  an  army 
of  fifteen  thousand  men  for  Ireland,  under  com- 
mand of  Carolup  Knutus  his  brother,  and  Andreas 
a  DanUh  nobletnan,  with  all  the  Danish  pirates, 
and  others  in  garrison  in  Ireland  to  join  this  army. 
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Whfeh 'being  done,  and  MacMurcho  joining  'also 
with  his  Leinstermen,  made  up  altogether  an  amy 
of  sixty  thousand  men.    Of  all  which  king  Brian 
getting  intelligence,  levied  an  array  of  fifty  thou- 
sand men  to  oppose  these  invaders,  whom  he  found 
encamped  in  the  plain  of  Olantrfrf,  within  two 
miles  of  Dublin.     These  two  grand  armies  drawing 
near  one  another,  neither  did,  nor  coidd  defer 
joining  battle ;  which  was  begun,  and  maintained 
with  equal  valour  and  obstinacy  for  most  part  of 
the  day,  till  towards  evening,  the  left  wing  of  the 
IriflAi  atlfly  began  to  give  ground,  which  bravfe 
prince  'Mttrcho  observing,  (king  Brian  his  father, 
by  reason  of  his  great  age,  being  left  in  the  camp) 
caused  a  regiment  left  there  for  guard  of  the  <ft& 
king  to  be  hastily  brought  out,  with  which  ht  «0 
vigorously  charged  the  right  wing  of  the  enemas 
atrny,  commanded  by  Carolus,  as  wholly  disordered 
the  same,  and' caused  the  death  of  Carolus 'their 
general;    at  whose  fall  the  Banes  were  so  dis- 
couraged, that  they  wholly  abandoned  the  freld, 
flying  towards  Dublin,  the  Leinstrians  bearing 
thetn  company,  whose  perfidious  king  was  also 
killed,  as  the  just  reward  of  his  perfidious  rebellion. 
Prinee  Murcho,  with  hb  own  guards,  too  resoltitfiy 
pursuing  a  part  <*f  the  Danish  army  which  wettt 
off  in  a  body,  was  unfortunately  killed,  being  a 
prhfcetff  the  greatest  expectation  of  any  ever  fctfttn 
m  thrft  country.    The  old  king  was  also  killed' by 
a  party  of  Danes,  which  accidentally  fled  nearfcy 
the  ^amp,  and  observing  the  same  without  any 
guards,  entered  it,  as  also  the  kin^s  tent,  ^d 
kiUitfg  >m  they  fotlnd  therein,  thereafter  escaped- 
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There  are  reported  to  be  slain  in  this  fatal  battle 
seventy  thousand  men,  with  all  the  persons  of  dis- 
tinction on  both  sides.  .  The  circumstances  of  this 
memorable  battle  are  not  only  related  by  the  Irish, 
but  also  by  Marianus  Scotus,  an  unexceptionable 
historian.  The  Irish  never  fully  retrieved  the 
loss  sustained  in  this  battle ;  but  in  the  end,  by 
the  means  of  Dermud  MacM  urcho,  lineal  successor 
of  the  former,  the  Irish  nation  was  brought  under 
subjection  to  the  English  in  the  year  1171* 

After  this  fatal  disaster,  for  want  of  a  more 
sufficient,  the  Irish  were  necessitated  to  elect  Maol- 
seachluin  for  king,  whom  they  had  formerly  de- 
posed upon  account  of  his  incapacity  to  govern, 
and  he  behoved  to  be  much  more  so  at  this  tune, 
in  regard  of  his  great  age.  This  old  king  could 
do  little  good  for  repairing  of  the  cBsordered  stftte 
of  his  country,  the  remnant  of  the  Danes  having 
.  secured  themselves  in  their  garrisons,  and  being 
reinforced  with  new  supplies  from  England,  over 
which  Sueno  ther  Danish  king,  or  as  others 
say  Canutus  his  son,  had  then. the  sovereignty. 
So  that  by  these  joint  Danish  forces,  Ireland  was 
reduced  to  its  former  state  of  servitude, .  till  in 
some  time  an  occasion  was  presented  to  the  Irish 
king  of  doing  service  to  his  country. 

Sueno,  or  Canutus,  at  this  time  king  of  Eng- 
land, and  Denmark,  his  birth-day  approaching, 
which  all  the  Danish  officers  and  soldiers  in  Ire- 
land resolved  to  solemnize  with  great  jollity,  Tur- 
gesius,  the  Danish  general,  sent  orders  to  all  the 
Danish  officers  in  Ireland  to  repair  to  Limerick, 
being  their  principal  garrison  and  his  residence, 
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to  assist  at  the  solemnity,  fearing  nothing  that  the 
Irish  would  or  could  do  in  such  low  circumstances. 
The  general  at  the  same  time  sent  orders  to  the 
Irish  nobility  and  gentry,  to  send  to  Limerick 
against  the  king's  birth-day  a  thousand,  or  as  others 
say,  two  thousand  of  the  most  beautiful  of  their 
daughters,  to  dally  with  the  Danish  officers  at  that 
festival.  Of  this  the  Irish  king  getting  intelligence, 
resolved  to  send  the  desired  number  of  the  most 
clear  complexioned  youths  could  be  found,  clothed 
in  women's  habit,  with  long  Irish  skiens,  or  dag- 
gers, below  their  clothes,  with  orders  that,  so  soon 
as  they  went  to  bed  with  their  several  paramours, 
being  generally  drunk  on  such  occasions,  they 
should  stab  them  with  these  concealed  daggers, 
and  afterwards  seize  upon  their  guard-house, 
where  their  arms  were  laid  by,  and  if  matters  suc- 
ceeded, to  give  a  signal  by  kindling  a  large  fire 
upon  the  town  wall ;  the  Irish  king  with  a  small 
party  being  absconded  in  a  wood  near  by,  in  ex- 
pectation of  the  event.  These  Irish  viragoes  put 
their  orders  in  execution  to  the  utmost,  and  having 
given  the  concerted  signal  to  the  king,'  introduced 
him  and  his  party  to  the  town,  who,  without  any 
mercy  or  resistance,  killed  all  the  Danes  in  the 
garrison,  being  destitute  of  sense,  officers,  and 
arms,  reserving  their  general  Turgesius  for  fur- 
ther punishment,  which  was  inflicted  upon  him  by 
drowning,  which  then,  and  as  yet,  is  reputed  the 
most  ignominious  death  among  the  Irisbi  Most 
of  all  the  other  Danes  throughout  the  kingdom 
ware  shortly  after  cut  off.  -  This  massacre  was  a 
kind  of  parallel  to  another  of  that  nature  commit- 
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ted  on  the  Dane3  in  England  some  link  tiro©  bet 
fore  this,  by  command  of  Ethelred,  the  English 
king.  But,  as  that,  so  also  this  fell  short  of  the 
success  projected  thereby*  For  bo  sooner  was  the 
Danish  king  of  England  informed  of  his  country- 
men's disaster,  than  he  sent  a  powerful'  army  iuto 
Ireland,  which  with  the  utmost  rigour  did  prase* 
cute  all  who  had  any  hand  in  this  late  tragedy; 
so  that  most  of  them  fell  victims  to  the  rage  of 
their  inveterate  enemies,  and  those  who  did  not 
were  necessitated  to  abandon  their  native  country; 
Among  the  number  of  these  was 

Ansel ak  Busy,  or  Fair,  Okyan,  son  to  Okyan,_ 
provincial  king  of  the  south  part  of  Ulster,  befog 
one  of  the  youths  concerned  in  the  abov**a£R* 
turned  massacre.  These  Okyans,  with  some  others 
of  the  most  ancient  and  reputed  Irish  surnames* 
are  asserted  to  be  of  the  Milesian  stem  or  lineage ; 
as  are  also  the  M'Donalds,  and  some  othew  of 
our  Scottish  clans.  These  Milesians  are  reputed 
the  progeny  of  the  sons  of  Milesius,  Gathehap, 
king  of  Gallicia  in  Spain,  under  whose  conduct  the 
Gathelians,  or  Scots,  were  first  brought  to,  and 
planted  in  Ireland :  so  that  all  surnames  in  Irelapd, 
or  Scotland,  descended  of  these,  term  themselves 
in  their  native  language,  Clanna  Miley,  or  the 
Milesian  progeny. 

The  time  of  this  Anselan  Okyan  bis  leavings  Ire- 
land is.  generally  computed  to  be  in  the  year  101C, 
and  twelfth  year  of  king,  Malcolm  II.  his  reigu* 
He  having  landed  with  some  attendant*  upon  the 
northern  coast  of  Argyllshire,  near  the  Lennox, 
was,  by  a  nobleman  who  had  a  considerable  inte- 
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rest  in  those  parts,  and  in  the  king's  favour*  intro- 
duced to  the  king,  who  took  him  into  his  service 
against  the  Danes ;  in  which  service*  upon  several 
occasions,  particularly  those  two  last  battles  fought . 
by  that  king  against  Camus  and  Canutus,  Okyan 
so  signalized  himself,  that  he  obtained,  in  recom* 
pence  of  his  service,  several  lands  in  the  north 
part  of  Scotland,  of  which  the  lands  of  Pitwhonidy 
and  Strathyre  may,  upon  good  grounds,  be  pre* 
gamed  a  part ;  which  in  due  place  shall  be  more 
particularly  observed. 

Not  only  the  Okydns  of  the  south  part,  but 
also  the  Oneils  of  the  north  part,  with  all  the  other 
provincial  kings,  tfho  enjoyed  that  title  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  upon  the  English  conquest  of 
that  kingdom9  were  not  only  obliged  to  quit  their 
title  of  kingship,  but  also  a  great  part  of  the  terri- 
tories enjoyed  by  them  formerly*  and  to  content 
themselves  with  the  title  of  noblemen.  The  Oneils* 
formerly  kings  of  the  north  part  of  Ulster,  were 
after  that  conquest  entitled  earls  of  Tyrone;  as 
were  the  Okyans*  provincial  kings  of  the  south  part, 
entitled  lords  of  Dunseverid  :  with  which  family 
the  lord  M'Donald  of  the  Isles,  the  laird  of  La* 
inond,  and  other  principal  families  of  the  High* 
land  clans,  haye  been  allied.  The  circumstanced 
of  the  Okyans  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  are  at 
present  somewhat  low :  however*  upon  all  occa* 
sionB  wherein  they  have  business  or  converse  with 
any  of  the  name  of  Buchanan  in  that  kingdofn, 
they  adhere  closely  to  them  upon  account  of  the 
afteient  relation.  This  Anselan  Okyan,  and  some 
of  his  ancestors  called  by  that  name,  are  in  old 
2 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


160  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 

charters  termed  Absalon ;  which  difference  is  not 
material/  in  regard  the  writers  of  these  charters 
(as  it  would  seem,)  were  not  acquainted  with  the 
orthography  of  ancient  Irish  names,  and  therefore 
expressed  those  which  were  better  known,  and 
could  best  be  rendered  in  Latin.  As  is  evident 
by.  a  charter  relating  to  the  family  of  Macpharlan, 
wherein  the  progenitor  of  that  surname  is  termed 
Bertholorieus ;  whereas,  by  the  manner  that  name 
both  write,  and,  in  an  ordinary  way  of  speaking, 
express  themselves,  their  progenitor's  proper  name 
behoved  to  have  been  Partholanus,  or  Partholan, 
a  known  ancient  Irish  name :  as  is  also  that  of 
Anselan,  ancestor  of  the  M'Auslans,  now  Buchanan. 
So  that  the  manner  the  clerks  of  these  more  an- 
cient times  expressed  these  names  is  not  to  be  too 
much  criticised  nor  relied  upon. 

There  is  a  current  tradition,  or  account,  that 
this  Anselan  Okyan  married  one  Denniestoun, 
heiress  of  a  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  estate  of 
Buchanan.  But  this  account  is  not  too  generally 
adhered  to,  because  that  heiress  of  the  name  of 
Denniestoun,  whom  that  Anselan  married,  is  only 
reputed  to  have  had  some  little  part  of  the  estate 
of  Buchanan,  with  Drumquhuassils,  and  other 
lands  on  the  water  of  Ainrick ;  and  because  the 
greater  part  of  the  estate  of  Buchanan  was  given 
to  the  same  Anselan,  by  king  Malcolm,  with  other 
lands,  in  reward  of  his  service  against  the  Danes. 
Though,  indeed,  the  name  of  Denniestoun  was  a 
very  ancient  and  honourable  name  in  the  Lennox, 
and  continued  to  be  so  for  divers  ages ;  Hugh, 
lord  of  Denniestoun,  being  witness  to  a  charter, 
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granted  by  Malcolm  >  the  first  of  that  name  earl  of 
Lennofc,  to  John,  laird  of  Luss,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Alexander  II L  As  also  Robert,  lord  Pen- 
frieatoun,  is  recorded  to  be  sheriff  of  Dunbartoun> 
shire  in  the  reign  of  king  Robert  I.  The  mate 
issue  of  this  family  failed  in  the  reign  of  king  Ro. 
bert  III.  The  lord  Denniestoun  his  two  daugh> 
ters  being  then  married,  the  eldest  to  Cunning- 
hafte  of  Kilmaurs,  and  the  second  to  Maxwel  of 
Calderwood.  Denniestoun  of  Colgrain  is  now  the 
representative  of  that  ancient  family. 

Anselan  Okyan  not  only  was  recommenced  for 
this  service  by  king  Malcolm  with  lands  of  con* 
sidetable  value,  but  also  with  very  splendid  arms; 
as  the  same  kirig  is  recorded  to  have  done  to  the. 
Ancestor  of  the  Keiths,  upon  his  killing  of  Camus 
the -Danish  geheral,  and  to  others  upon  the  like 
accounts.  The  arms  assigned  by  that  king  to  this 
Anselan,  upon  account  of  his  descent,  and  more 
especially  upon  account  of  his  heroic  achieve* 
inents*  are,  in  a  field  Or,  a  lion  rampant  sable, 
artfeed  and  langued  gules,  holding  in  his  paw  a 
fcfcbre,  or  crooked  sword,  proper.  Which  arms 
that  surname  retained  always  without  the  least 
addition  or  Variation,  until  that  addition  obtained, 
upon  a  very  honourable  occasion*  at  thte  battle  of 
Bauge*  as  in  due  place  shall  be  observed.  Not- 
withstanding of  the  entire  affection  of  that  family 
fbr  feeveral  ages  to,  and  dependence  upon,  the  fami- 
ly of  Lennot*yet  the  family  of  Buchanan  did  never, 
by  way  of  concession  or  patronage,  assume  any 
part  of  that  honourable  family  their  armorial  bear- 
ing; albeit  it  is  evident  that  most  other  ordinary 
3 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


162  ACCOUNT  OF  THK 

names  of  this  kingdom,  at  some  time  or  occasion, 
assumed  some  one  part  or  other  of  their  patron  or 
superior's  armorial  bearing  in  conjunction  with 
their  own.  As,  for  instance,  most  surnames  of 
Tiviotdale  and  Douglasdale  assume  a  part  of  the 
Douglasses  arms ;  and  those  of  Murrayland  the 
arms  of  the  Murrays.  So  that  few  of  an  equal 
ch&racter  with  that  of  Buchanan  reserved  their 
arms  so  free  of  any  addition  or  mixture  as  that 
surname  did ;  which  is  no  small  argument,  not 
only  of  the  honour  of  the  family,  but  also  of  the 
cause  and  reason  of  the  first  granting  of  these 
arms. 

This  Anselan  Okyan,  agreeable  to  the  most  or- 
dinary and  received  genealogy  of  that  surname*  is 
reputed  the  progenitor  of  that  surname,  and  first 
laird  of  Buchanan.  His  son  and  successor  was 
called 

John,  in  whose  favours  (as  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  gentlemen  of  very  much  integrity,  who 
asserted,  they  had  seen  the  same  in  custody  of 
the  late  laird  of  Buchanan,)  there  was  a  charter* 
granted  by  Alcuin,  (as  it  would  seem,)  first  earl 
of  Lennox,  in  the  reign  of  king  Malcolm  III.  of 
the  Wester  Mains  of  Buchanan.  But  the  late 
laird  of  Buchanan,  in  the  decline  of  his  age  and 
judgment,  having  conveyed  his  estate  to  strangers, 
by  that  means  many  of  his  ancient  evidents,  as  not 
conductive  to  the  purpose  then  in  hand,  are  lost, 
and  probably  this  charter  among  others.  And, 
therefore,  not  having  seen  the  same,  I  cannot 
positively  determine  thereanent ;  but  will  only 
place  this  John,  agreeable  to  the  traditional  ao- 


y  Google 


FAMILY  OF  BUCHANAN.  163 

count  delivered  of  him,  as  son  and  successor  to 
the  first  Anselan,  and  consequently  second  laird  of 
Buchanan.  John,  his  son  and  successor,  conform 
to  the  same  manner  of  account,  was  called 

Anselan,  the  second  of  that  name,  and  third 
laird  of  Buchanan ;  whose  son  and  successor  is 
reported  to  be 

Walter,  the  first  of  that  name,  being  fourth 
laird  of  Buchanan.  This  Walter's  son  and  suc- 
cessor is  reported  to  be 

Gieald,  or,  as  others  say,  and  that  with  most 
probability,  Bernard,  being  fifth  laird  of  Buch- 
anan. I  have  been  credibly  informed,  that  these 
three  last  mentioned  lairds  are  recorded  as  wit- 
nesses in  a  mortification,  granted  by  Aluin,  earl 
of  Lennox,  of  the  lands  of  Cochnach,  and  others, 
to  the  old  church  of  Eilpatrick,  before  the  founda- 
tion of  the  monastery  of  Pasly ;  and  I  have  seen 
myself  a  charter,  by  which  that  church,  and  lands 
mortified  theretq,  by  the  same  Aluin,  or  an  earl 
of  that  name  his  successor,  are  disponed  to  that 
abbacy,  some  little  time  after  the  foundation  there- 
of. But,  not  having  seen  this  other  charter,  in 
which  these  three  lairds  of  Buchanan  are  inserted, 
I  leave  what  concerns  the  same  undetermined. 
Bernard,  the  last-mentioned  laird  of  Buchanan, 
his  son  and  successor  was  called 

Macbeath,  being  sixth  laird  of  Buchanan. 
And  this  proper  name  was  very  ordinary  to  the 
Macauslans,  before  the  assumption  of  the  surname 
of  Buchanan,  as  also  to  that  sept  of  that  surname, 
who,  after  assumption  of  Buchanan,  have  retained 
as  yet  the  ancient  denomination ;  as,  for  instance,, 
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one  Macbeath  Maeauslan,  proprietor  of  tbat  little 
interest  called  the  barony  of  Maeauslan*  irl  the 
Lennox,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  king  Robert 
III.  and  of  whose  Uncommon  stature  and  strength 
dome  accounts  are  retained  to  this  very  time. 
Maebeath,  kird  of  Buchanan's  age  is  evidenced, 
by  the  record  after-specified,  in  favours  of  his  son 
and  successor 

Anselan,  the  third  of  that  name,  and  seventh 
laird  of  Buchanan  ;  who  is  ordinarily  termed,  in 
any  record  in  which  be  is  mentioned,  "  Anselan,  son 
of  Macbeath,  and  sennescallus,  or  chamberlain,  to 
the  earl  of  Lennox,"  in  written  mortifications  in 
the  ehartulary  of  the  abbacy  of  Pasly.  This  An*- 
eelan  the  third,  with  Gilbert  and  Methleu  his  two 
sons,  are  Inserted  witnesses  in  a  charter,  granted 
bjr  Malduin*  earl  of  Lennox,  to  Gilmore,  son  of 
Maoldonich,  of  the  lands  of  Luss,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  king  Alexander  II.  and  they  are 
designed  in  that  charter  the  earl's  clients,  or  vas- 
Bids.  This  Anselan  the  third,  besides  Gilbert  his 
eldest  son  and  successor,  who  first  assumed  ibe 
surriame  of  Buchanan,  and  Methlen  his  second 
son,  ancestor  of  the  M'Mill&hs,  had  a  third  son 
called  Colman,  ancestor  of  the  MacColmans,  as 
«hall  be  elsewhere  more  fully  illustrated. 

Anselan,  third  of  that  name,  and  seventh  laird 
ef  Buchanan,  having  succeeded  his  father  Mac- 
beath, as  already  said,  obtained  from  Malduin, 
•earl  of  Lennox,  a  charter  of  an  Island  m  Lochld- 
mond,  ealled  Clareinch,  dated  in  the  year  1225, 
witnesses,  Dougal,  Gilchrist,  and  Amelyn,  the 
car?*  brethren.     The  same  Anselan  is  also  > 
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tioned  as  witness  in  a  charter,  granted  by  the  earl 
of  Lennox,  of  the  lands  of  Dalmanoch  in  mortifi- 
cation to  the  old  church  of  Kilpatrick,  by  the  de- 
signation of  Absalon  de  Buchanan ;  Absalon  being 
the  same  name  with  Anselan,  as  has  been  already 
observed.  Though  that  of  Clareinch  is  the  most 
ancient  can  be  found  in  this  age,  in  relation  to  the 
family  of  Buchanan,  nevertheless,  it  is  very  pre- 
sumeable,  there  were  other  charters  of  greater  an- 
tiquity belonging  to  that  family,  the  first  of  them 
found  upon  record  being  of  that  repute,  and  char- 
ters having  become  customary  so  long  before  that 
time  ;  as  is  partly  instanced  by  the  original  charter 
of  Luss,  which  was  of  an  anterior  date  to  this  of 
Clareinch ;  yet  the  same  Anselan,  with  two  of  his 
sons,  Gilbert  and  Methlen,  are  designed  the  earPs 
clients,  or  vassals,  therein.  I  have  been  also  in- 
formed, by  some  of  very  good  judgment,  who 
went  thorbw  the  late  Buchanan's  evidences  when 
entire,  that  they  observed  one  little  charter,  being 
the  original,  of  as  great  antiquity  as  any  other  in 
the  kingdom,  being  reckoned  to  be  granted  in  or 
about  the  reign  of  king  David  the  I.  which,  with 
other  of  these  evidences,  having  since  gone  thorow 
so  many  hands,  may,  upon  very  good  grounds,  be 
presumed  to  be  neglected,  or  rather  lost 

The  isle  of  Clareinch  was  the  slugorn,  or  call  of 
war,  proper  to  the  family  of  Buchanan ;  such  like 
being  usual  in  all  other  families  in  these  times, 
and  for  some  following  ages.  So  soon  as  this  call 
was  raised  upon  any  alarm,  the  word  Clareinch 
was  sounded  aloud  from  one  to  another,  in  a  very 
little  time,  throughout  the  whole  country :  upon 
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bearing  of  which,  all  effective  men  belonging  to 
the  laird  of  Buchdnan  with  the  utrriost  diligence, 
repaired  well  armed  to  the  ordinary  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, which,  when  the  lairds  resided  in  that 
island,  was  upon  aground  upon  the  shore  opposite 
thereto.  That  which  in  these  more  modern  times 
came  in  place  of  the  slugorn  was  the  fire-cross, 
being  a  little  stick  with  a  cross  on  one  end  of  it, 
the  extremities  of  whieh  were  burnt,  ot  made- blade 
by  fire.  This  cross,  being  once  sett  a-golng,  was 
carried  through  with  such  despatch,  as  in  a  few 
hours  would  alarm  the  people  of  a  vast  extent  of 
ground. 

Gilbert  his  son,  being  first  of  that  name*  and 
eight  laird)  and  who  first,  by  any  thing  can  be 
collected,  assumed  the  surname  of  Buchanan*  was 
sehesca],  or  chamberlain,  to  the  earl  of  Lennox, 
which  office  his  father  A nselan  enjoyed  for  some 
time.  There  is  a  charter  of  confirmation  of  that 
of  Clareinch,  and  some  pther  lands  of  Buchanan, 
granted  in  favour  of  this  Gilbert,  by  king  Alexan* 
der  II.  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  his  reign,  and 
of  our  Lord  1231.  *  The  same  Gilbert  is  also 
inserted  witness  in  a  charter,  granted  by  Malcolm, 
earl  of  Lennox,  discharging  the  abbot  and  monks 
of  Pasly  of  all  service  and  duties  ptestable  by 
them  to  the  earl,  for  any  lands  mortified  by  him 
or  his  ancestors  to  that  abbacy ;  which  charter  is 
dated  at  Renfrew,  in  year  1374.  f  To  Gilbert 
Succeeded  his  son 


4  Charter  among  Buchanan's  old  evidences, 
t  Chartulaty  «f Dunbartonshire. 
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Si*  JMUreiQ*,  firtf.pf  ftpt  name,  and  ninth 
laird  of  Bufchapan,  as  is  evident  by  a  charter  of 
confirmation,  by  Majcolin,  e*rl  of  Lennox,  m  ft* 
vours  of  Mdlcolme  M'Edolf,  em  to  (Jilmicbal 
M'Edolf  of  West  Csmerop,  of  the  lands  of  Gar- 
taehprnins,  dated  at  Bellach,  in  the  year  1?7*. 
Witnesses  to  the  said  charter*  Patrick  Graham* 
Maurice  of  Buchanan*  and  Duncan,  son  of  Aulay, 
knights.  *  Sir  Maurice  h^d  three  sons>  Maurice 
hie  successor f  Allan,  who  first  married  the  heiress  . 
of  Lenny,  and  John,  always  reputed  ancestor  of 
Buchanan  of  Auchneiven.  He  was  succeeded  by 
his  son 

Sia  Maurics,  second  of  that  name,  being  tent£ 
laird  of  Buchanan,  as  is  clear  by  a  charter,  by 
Donald,  earl  of  Lennox,  to  Maurice  of  Buchanan, 
son  and  heir  to  Sir  Maurice  of  Buchanan,  of  the 

,  lands  of  Sallochy,  with  confirmation  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  carrucate  of  Buchanan,  f    This  charr 

.  ter,  as  do  many  others  granted  ip  these  times, 
wants  a  date,  but,  by  the  subsequent  service,  the 
time  in  which  this  Maurice  lived  is  plainly  made 
appear,  be  being  one  of  the  members  of  an  inquest, 
by  Malcolm,  earl  of  Lennox,  for  serving  of  Mar 
tbild,  Elizabeth,  apd  Forveleth  Lermonths,  heira- 
pprtioaer*  to  Thomas  Lermonth  of  Cremennaq, 
their  father ;  the  said  inquest  being  at  the  kirk  of 
giUearn,  in  the  year  1320,  and  fourteenth  year  of 
the  reign  pf  king  Robert  I.  $    The  other  members 


*  Ghartplary  of  Dunbartonshire,  f  Charter  among  Dun- 
barton's  old  evidences.  £  Extract  of  the  above  service  from 
the -Chart  ulary  of  Dunhartonahire. 
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thereof,  besides  Buchanan,  were  Duncan  M'Edolf, 
Eugen  MackeSsan  of  Garchell,  Malcolm  Macmur- 
dac,  Kessan  Ihnes  of  Finicktenent,  Gillespie  Mac- 
sawel  of  Ledlewan,  John  M'Gilchrist,  Malise 
Macalbaine  of  West  Finnick,  Gilchrist  Mackessan, 
Gilbert  Macpaddo,  Gilchrist  Macgilbert,  and  Pad- 
mund  Maceggo.  All  which  gentlemen  may,  upon 
good  grounds,  be  supposed  to  have  been  of  most 
considerable  interest  and  repute  of  any  others  in 
that  country  and  age ;  'yet  in  this  there  is  not  the 
least  memory  of  any  of  them  extant,  except  of 
Buchanan,  a  very  remarkable  instance  of  that  vast 
alteration  and  decay  surnames  and  other  affairs  fre- 
quently meet  with  in  an  ordinary  tract  of  time. 
'  As  his  father  Sir  Maurice  had,  so  did  also  this 
gentleman*  adhere  to  the  cause  and  interest  of  his 
prince  and  country,  with  much  resolution,  constan- 
cy and  valour,  to  the  evident  hazard  of  bis  life 
-and  fortune,  in  itnitation  of  his  brave  patron,  that 
eminent  patriot,  Malcolm,  earl  of  Lennox :  who, 
with  the  lairds  of  Buchanan  and  Luss,  the  first 
the  greatest  nobleman,  the  others  the  best  gentle- 
men, and  of  best  repute  and  circumstances  of  any 
others  in  these  parts  of  this  kingdom,  could  never, 
by  any  artifice  used  by  the  kings  of  England, 
be  induced  to  do  any  action  prejudicial  to  their 
own  honour,  or  the  interest  of  their  native  coun- 
try ;  as  is  demonstrable  by  their  refusing  to  sign 
the  ragman  roll,  which  few  others,  or  rather  none, 
of  any  tolerable  repute,  or  circumstances,  either 
durst  or  did  decline.  There  is  a  traditional  ac- 
count, that  king  Robert  Bruce,  after  his  defeat  at 
Dalree,  near  Straithfillan,  by  Macdougal,  lord  of 
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Lorn,  and  his  adherents,  came  all  alone,  on  foot* 
along  the  north  side  of  Lochlomond,  (being  the 
most  rugged  way  of  any  other  of  this  kingdom,) 
the  day  after  that  battle,  to  the  castle  of  Buch- 
anan ;  where,  being  joyfully  received,  and  for 
some  days  entertained,  he  was  secretly  conveyed, 
by  the  earl  of  Lennox  and  Buchanan,  to  a  place 
of  safety*  This  report  is  the  more  probable,  in 
regard  there  is  a  cave  near  the  shore  of  Lochlo- 
mond, in  Buchanan  parish,  termed  the  King's 
Cave;  it  being  reported,  that  king  Robert  lay 
over  night  in  that  cave,  in  his  journey  towards 
Buchanan. 

This  Maurice  lived  to  a  considerable  age,  hav- 
ing obtained  a  charter  of  the  lands  of  Buchanan 
from  long  David  Bruce,  in  the  beginning  of  his 
reign.  He  is  also  witness,  in  the  same  reign,  in  a 
charter,  by  Donald,  earl  of  Lennox,  to  Finlay 
CaiQpsy,  of  a  part  of  the  lands  of  Campsy,  being 
designed  in  that  charter,  Maurice  Macauslaqd, 
jdominus,  or  laird  of  Buchanan :  whence  it  is  pretty 
plain,  that  though  the  surname  of  Buchanan  wjp 
assumed  by  Gilbert,  this  Maurice  his  grandfather, 
yet  he  and  some  of  his  successors  seem  to  have 
used  their  ancient  surname  as  their  humours  or 
inclinations  led  them*  Maurice  the  second  his 
successor  was 

Sir  Waltjee,  second  also  of  that  name,  and 
eleventh  laird.  He  seems  to  have  been  a  very 
active  gentleman,  and  made  a  very  bright  6gure 
in  his  time,  having  made  a  very  considerable  addi- 
tion to  his  old  estate  by  the  purchase  of  a  great 
many  other  lands.  There  is  a  charter  of  confirm*- 
P 
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tion  of  some  of  bis  lands  of  Buchanan,  granted  in 
his  favours  by  king  Robert  II.  in  which  he  is  de- 
signed the  king's  consanguineus,  or  cousin,  upon 
resignation  of  William  Boyd  of  Auchmar,  in  the 
bands  of  Walter  of  Faslane,  lord  of  Lennox,  of 
the  lands  of  Cameron,  Drumfad,  and  divers  other 
lands.  *  Sir  Walter  lived  to  a  great  age,  having 
only  one  son, 

John,  who  married  the  heiress  of  Lenny,  and 
died  before  his  father,  and  was  never  entered  to 
the  estate  of  Buchanan.  However,  seeing  this 
John  had  issue,  which  continued  or  carried  on  the 
line  of  the  family,  I  shall  mention  him  in  order  as 
his  father  Walter's  successor.  The  clearest  do- 
cument can  be  found  in  relation  to  him  is  a  char- 
ter, granted  by  king  Robert  III.  in  favours  of 
John  Buchanan  and  Janet  Lenny  his  spouse,  in 
life-rent,  and  to  their  heirs,  in  fee,  of  the  baronry 
of  Pitwhonydy,  in  the  year  1363.  f  Whether  the 
baronry  of  Pitwhonydy  belonged  formerly  to  the 
family  of  Lenny,  or  was  part  of  that  which  be- 
longed to  the  family  of  Buchanan,  and  was  at  this 
juncture  given  off  by  this  John  to  that  of  Lenny, 
cannot  be  clearly  determined,  this  being  the  most 
ancient  charter  relating  to  that,  or  any  other  lands 
in  hands  of  the  present  Lenny.  Nor  is  there  so 
much  as  a  tradition,  that  the  family  of  Lenny  had 
any  lands  before  this  marriage,  except  those  pos- 
sest  by  Keir  and  Lenny,  and,  as  is  thought,  some 
part  of  these  lands  so  designed  in  Mid-Lothian. 


*  Charter  among  Buchanan's  old  evidences. 
f  Ch.  penes  Buchanan  de  Lenny. 
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This  John,  twelfth  laird  of  Buchanan,  is  the  first 
mentioned  in  the  genealogical  tree  of  Buchanan, 
there  being  a  part  of  that  tree  cut  away,  the  actor 
as  well  as  design  of  that  action  being  unknown. 
John,  laird  of  Buchanan  and  Lenny,  had  three 
sons,  who  came  to  age ;  the  eldest,  Sir  Alexander, 
who  killed  the  duke  of  Clarence  at  the  battle  of 
Bauge,  was  also  himself  afterwards  killed  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Vernoil,  anno  1424,  being  never  married. 
The  second  was  Sir  Walter,  who  succeeded  to  the 
estate  of  Buchanan;  and  the  third,  John,  during  his 
father's  lifetime  designed  of  Ballachondachy,  and 
who  did,  after  his  father's  death,  succeed  to  the 
estate  of  Lenny,  as  the  tree  of  Buchanan  and 
some  other  evidents  among  those  of  Buchanan 
testify,  as  shall  be  in  due  place  observed.  I  will 
elsewhere  briefly  recount  some  of  the  heroic 
achievements  of  that  gallant  gentleman,  Sir  Alex- 
ander, eldest  aon  to  John,  laird  of  Buchanan,  who 
acquired  an  addition  to  the  armorial  bearing,  and 
a  much  greater  to  the  honour  of  his  family.;  and 
will  endeavour  to  remove  some  little  mistake  our 
historians  are  in  concerning  his  surname;  and, 
meanwhile,  proceed  to  the  account  of 

Sir  Walter,  third  of  that  name,  and  thirteenth 
laird  of  Buchanan,  who,  upon  the  death  of  Sir 
Alexander,  succeeded  to  his  father  John,  laird  of 
Buchanan  and  Lenny.  There  is  a  charter,  granted 
by  Duncan,  earl  of  Lennox,  to  Walter,  laird  of 
Buchanan,  of  the  lands  of  Ledlewan ;  and  he  is 
witness  to  a  charter,  by  the  same  earl,  to  John 
Hamilton,  son  and  heir  to  John  Hamilton  of  Bar- 
dowie,  of  the  lands  of  Bathernock ;  most  of  his 
2 
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evidents  in  relation  to  the  estate  of  Buchanan 
being  by  some  contingency  or  other  lost.  How- 
ever, he  is  mentioned  by  the  genealogical  tree  of 
the  family,  and  is  thereby  asserted  to  He  married 
to  Isobel  Stewart,  daughter  to  Murdoch  Stewart, 
duke  of  Albany,  and  governor  of  Sfeotferad,  and  to 
Isobel,  heiress  of  Lennox,  his  lady.  This  mar- 
riage is  further  made  appear  by  a  ehrirtef ,  in  the 
hands  of  Buchadan  of  DrumikiU,  granted  by  Iso- 
bel, duchess  of  Albany  and  countess  of  Lennox,  to 
one  Donald  Patrick,  of  a  tenement  of  houses  and 
land  next  adjacent  to  the  north  side  of  the  church* 
yard  of  Drymen,  dated  in  the  year  144%  Wit- 
nesses being  Andrew  and  Murdoch,  &e  duchess's 
nephews,  and  Walter,  laird  of  Buchanan,  her  son- 
in-law,  knight,  with  divers  others.  Sir  Walter 
had  three  sons,  Patrick  his  successor,  and  Maurice, 
who  was  treasurer  to  lady  Margaret,  daughter  to 
king  James  I.  and  dauphiness  of  France ;  having 
gone  to  that  kingdom  with  her,  therein  no  further 
account  of  him.  His  third  son  was  Thomas, 
Carbeth's  ancestor.  Sir  Walter  bad  a  daughter 
married  to  Gray  of  Foulis,  the  lord  Gray  his  an- 
cestor.    To  Sir  Walter  succeeded  his  son 

Patrick,  first  of  that  name,  and  fourteenth 
laird  of  Buchanan.  He  acquired  a  part  of  Strath- 
yre  from  David  Oquhuanan,  heritor  thereof,  in 
the  year  1455,  being  the  date  of  the  charter  there- 
of, confirmed  by  charter  under  the  great  seal  in 
the  year  1458,  as  is  also  a  charter  m  his  favour 
under  the  great  seal,  of  his  estate  of  Buchanan, 
dated  in  the  year  1460.  He  purchased  the  lands 
of  Easter  Balleun ;   and,  in  the  year  1414,  re* 
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signed  the  bunds  of  Drumfad  and  Kirkmicheal,  in 
favour  of  Walter  Buchanan  his  son  and  heir,  which 
this  Walter  sold  to  the  laird  of  Ardkindlass  in  the 
year  1513.  Patrick,  laird  of  Buchanan,  and  An- 
drew, laird  of  Lenny,  made,  in  the  year  1455, 
mutual  tailzies  of  their  estates  in  favour  of  one 
another,  and  the  heirs  of  their  own  bodies,  and 
past  some  of  their  brethren  of  either  side ;  by  which 
it  is  pretty  clear,  they  have  been  no  further  re- 
moved in  kindred  than  cousin-germ ans :  so  that 
the  genealogy  of  both  families,  as  already  asserted, 
will  hold  good.  He  was  married  to  one  Galbraith, 
heiress  of  Killearn,  Bamoir  and  Auchinreoch,  and 
had  with  her  two  sons,  Walter  his  successor,  and 
Thomas,  ancestor  of  Drumikill,  and  a  daughter, 
Anabella,  married  to  her  cousin,  James  Stewart 
of  Baldorrans,  grandchild  to  Murdoch,  duke  of 
Albany.  He  had  also  an  illegitimate  son,  Patrick, 
erf  whose  issue  there  is  no  account. 

The  last»mentioned , laird  of  Buchanan  being 
married  to  an  heiress  of  the  name  of  Galbraith, 
and  the  circumstances  of  that  name  being  now 
parallel  to  that  of  Buchanan,  mutual  sympathy,  in 
a  manner,  obliges  me  to  digress  a  little,  in  giving 
a  brief  account  of  that  name. 

The  name  of  Galbraith  is  evidently  an  an- 
cient Scottish  surname,  the  denomination  of  that 
name  importing  in  Irish,  A  brave  stranger.  The 
first  I  find  upon  record  of  this  name  was  Gillespie, 
or  Archibald  Galbraith,  being  inserted  witness  in 
a  charter,  by  Malduin,  earl  of  Lennox,  to  Hum* 
phrey  Kirkpatrick,  of  the  lands  of  Colchoun,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Alexander  II.  This  Gillespie's 
3 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ lC 


174  ACCOUNT  OP  THE 

son  was  Maurice,  as  evinces  a  charier,  in  hi*  &- 
your,  of  Cartoobenach,  now  Bathernoek,  by  the 
above  Malduin,  earl  of  Lennox,  in  the  foveciied 
reign.  Maurice's  son  was  Arthur,  in  whose  favour 
there  is  a  charter  of  Auchincloich  and  Batbemeek, 
with  power  to  seize  and  condemn  malefactors, 
with  this  proviso,  that  those  so  condemned  be  hang-* 
ed  upon  the  earl's  gallows.  Thia  chaster  is  of 
date  in  the  year  1238.  Witnesses,  David  Linde* 
say,  David  Graham,  William  Douglas  Malcolm, 
thane  of  Calentyr,  Maurice  Galbraith,  Auleth, 
the  earl's  brother,  and  Maurice,  parson  of  Dtymen* 
Arthur's  sons  were  William,  ancestor  of  Culcruich, 
as  testifies  a  charter,  in  his  favour,  by  Malcolm, 
earl  of  Lennox,  of  these  lands,  and  the  ancestors 
of  the  Galbraiths  of  Greenock  and  Killearn:  the 
heiress  of  the  principal  family  of  Bathernoek  hav- 
ing married  a  son  of  the  lord  Hamilton,  the  present 
Bardowie's  ancestor ;  as  did  the  heiress  of  Greenock 
a  son.  of  Shaw  of  Sauchy,  Shaw,  of  Greepoek's 
ancestor ;  and  the  heiress  of  Killearn  was  marrisd 
to  the  laird  of  Buchanan.  The  only  remaining 
family  of  that  name  being  Culcruich,  Galbraith, 
laird  thereof,  fell  into  such  bad  circumstances,  in 
king  Charles  I.  his  time,  as  obliged  him  to  pass 
his  estate  and  go  to  Ireland,  where  his  posterity 
are  in  very*  good  circumstances.  Galbraith  of 
Balgair  is  now  representative,  the  family  of  Bftl- 
gair's  ancestor  being  a  son  of  that  family. 

To  Patrick,  laird  of  Buchanan,  succeeded  his 
son 

Walter,  fourth  of  that  name,  and  fifteenth 
hun}  of  Buchanan,  as  is  clear  hy  the  pbartgr  of 
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resignation,  in  his  favour,  by  Patrick  bis  father,  in 
the  year  1474.  He  married  the  lord  Graham's 
daughter^  whose  mother  was  the  earl  of  Angns's 
daughter.  Of  this  marriage,  he  had  Patrick  hia 
successor,  who,  as  is  confidently  asserted,  was,  with 
a  great  many  of  his  name,  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Fiowdon,  in  the  year  1513 ;  and  John  of  Audi* 
mar,  afterwards  Arnpryor  and  Gartartan,  and  two 
daughters,  one  of  them  married  to.  the  laird  of 
Lamond,  the  other  to  the  laird  of  Ardkinglass. 

Pateick,  the  second  of  that  name,  albeit  his 
father  outlived  him  many  years,  yet,  as  in  the 
trie  of  the  family,  so  also  in  this  place,  he  may  be 
accounted  the  sixteenth  laird.  He  was  married  to 
the  earl  of  Argyll  his  daughter,  her  mother  bang 
the  earl  of  Huntley's  daughter.  He  bad  of  this 
marriage  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  thai  cam* 
to  age.  His  eldest  son  was  George  his  suceesaor* 
his  second,  Walter,  Spittle's  ancestor.  His  two 
daughters,  were  married  to  the  lairds  of  Auchin- 
hreck  and  Calder.  He  had  also  an  illegitimate 
son  called  Robert*    Patrick's  successor  was 

George,  first  of  that  name,  and  seventeenth 
laird  of  Buchanan,  as  is  clear  by  charter,  under 
the  great  seal,  in  his  favour,  of  the  lands  of  Buch- 
anan, in  the  year  1530.  He  purchased  the  lands 
of  Duchray  and  others,  as  evinces  charter  thereof, 
4tt*>  "1632.  He  was  made  sheriff-principal  of 
IXunbartonshire,  anno  1561.  He  was  first  married 
to  Margaxet  Edmonstone,  daughter  to  the  laird  of 
Duntreatb,  her  mother  being  Shaw  of  Sauchy's 
daughter.  H#  had  of  this  marriage  John  his  sue* 
cesfirt.  He  married  for  his  second  lady,  Jaqet  Cun? 
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ninghame,  daughter  to  Cunninghame  of  Craigens, 
being  first  married  to  the  laird  of  Houstoun.  He 
had  with  his  second  lady,  William,  ancestor  of 
Buchanan  of  Auchmar,  in  whose  favour  bis  father 
grants  charter  of  the  thirteen  merk  land  of  Straith- 
yre,  in  the  year  1556.  He  had  also  of  this  mar* 
riage  one  daughter,  Margaret,  first  married  to  Cun- 
ninghame of  Robertland,  secondly,  to  Stirling  of 
Glorat,  and,  lastly,  to  Douglas  of  Maines.  George 
was  succeeded  by 

John,  second  of  that  name,  and  eighteenth 
laird  of  Buchanan.  His  father  grants  charter  in 
his  favour,  in  the  year  1552.  He  died  before  his 
father,  and  was  twice  married,  first,  to  the  lord 
Levingstone's  daughter,  her  mother  being  daugh- 
ter to  the  earl  of  Morton,  which  marriage  was  con- 
summated by  virtue  of  a  dispensation,  in  regard 
of  propinquity  of  blood.  There  was  of  this  mar- 
riage one  son,  George,  who  came  to  age.  He  mar- 
ried, secondly,  a  daughter  of  one  Chisholm,  bro- 
ther to  the  bishop  of  Dumblane,  and  had  with 
her  one  daughter,  married  to  Mr.  Thomas  Buch- 
anan of  Ibert,  lord  privy-seal.  To  John  succeeded 
his  son 

Sib  Geohge,  second  of  that  name,  and  nine- 
teenth laird  of  Buchanan,  as  is  clear  by  charter^ 
in  bis  favour,  by  king  Henry  and  queen  Mary,  of 
the  lands  of  Buchanan,  isles  of  Clareinch  and 
Kepinch,  with  bell  and  alms  of  St.  Kesaog,  dated 
in  the  year  1564.  This  Sir  George  was  married 
to  Mary  Graham,  daughter  to  the  earl  of  Moo- 
teith,  her  mother  being  the  lord  Seatoun's  daugh- 
ter.   Of  this  marriage  he  had  one  son,  Sir  John, 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


add  two  daughters,  Helen,  married  to  Alexander 
Colchoun  of  Luss,  and  Susanna,  first  married  to 
Johli  MacFarlan  of  Arrocfaar,  secondly,  to  Camp* 
MUTof  Cfaignish.     Sir  George's  successor  was 

Si*  John,  third  of  that  name,  and  twentieth 
laird  of  Buchanan,  as  appears  by  charter,  in  his 
favdur,  by  kiig  James  VI.  of  the  lands  of  Bueh. 
Man,  in  the  year  1618.    This  fir  John  mortified 
si*  thousand  pounds  Soots  to  the  university  of 
Edinburgh,  for  maintaining  three  bursers  at  the 
st«dy  of  tfoedlogy  there ;  and  an  equal  sum  to  the 
former  to  the  university  of  St*  Andrews,  for  main* 
UmAtig,  vtpaa  the  inters  thereof,  three  bursers  at' 
the  study  of  philosophy  there:  and  constituted . 
die  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  managers,  or  patrons, 
of  both  mortifications,  as  the  one  double  of  the 
contract  betwixt  the  said  Sir  John  and  the  ma- 
gistrates of  Edinburgh,  in  the  hands  of  the  duke 
of  Montrose,  among  the  late  Buchanan's  eridents, 
does  testify.    Sir  John  married  Arabella  Areakin^ 
daughter  to  Adam  Commendator,  or  lord  Cam* 
boskeimeth,  being  son  to  the  master  of  Mar,  her 
mother,  Drummond  of  Carnock's  daughter.    He 
had  with  her  one  son,  George  his  successor,  and 
a  daughter,  married  to  Campbell  of  Rabein.     Sir 
John's  successor  was 

Si*  Gkohge,  third  of  that  name,  and  one  and 
twentieth  laird  of  Buchanan.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Preston,  daughter  to  Preston  of  Craigmilkr, 
her  mother  being  Hay  of  Phebzie's  daughter. 
Sir  George,  being  colonel  of  Stirlingshire  regiment, 
lost  a  great  many  of  his  regiment  and  kinsmen  aft 
the  fatal  conflict  of  Enuerkeitbing,  in  which  being 
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taken  prisoner,  he  died  in  that  state,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  1651,  having  left  one  son,  John 
his  suceftsor,  and  three  daughters,  Helen,  married 
to  Sir  John  Rollo  of  Bannockburn  ;  Agnes,  mar- 
ried to  Stewart  of  Rossyth ;  and  Jean  to  Lecky  of 
that  Ilk. 

John,  third  of  that  name,  the  two  and  twentieth, 
and  last  laird  of  Buchanan,  succeeded  to  his  father 
Sir  George.  He  was  first  married  to  Mary  Areskin, 
daughter  to  Henry,  lord  Cardross,  her  mother  be- 
ing Ballanden  of  Broughton's  daughter,  and  as- 
ter to  the  first  lord  Ballanden.  With  her  he  had 
one  daughter  Elizabeth,  married  to  James  Stewart 
of  Ard  vorlich .  He  secondly  married  Jean  Pringle, 
daughter  to' Mr.  Andrew  Pringle  a  minister.  With 
her  he  had  one  daughter,  Janet,  married  to  Henry 
Buchanan  of  Lenny.  John,  last  laird,  died  in  De- 
cember 1682. 

Haying  thus  given  a  genealogical  account  of  the 
family  of  Buchanan,  it  may.  not  be  improper  to  en* 
quire  how  their  estate  came  to  be  disposed  of  upon 
the  extinction  of  the  family.  Not  to  go  any  fur- 
ther back,  it  is  fit  to  know,  that  Sir  John  Buchan- 
an, grand-father  to  the  last  laird,  by  his  frequent 
travels  into  foreign  nations  and  other  extravagan- 
cies, had  involved  his  estate  in  such  an  immense . 
debt,  that  his  grandson  found  it  inconvenient  for 
him  to  enter  as  heir,  till  he  had  caused  David,  lord 
Cardross,  his  brother-in-law,  to  compound  with,  the 
most  preferable  of  his  creditors,  and  upon  that  com- 
position to  apprize  the  estate ;  upon  which  acquisi- 
tion of  Cardross,  he  entered  upon  the  estate  as  an- 
gular successor ;  nor  did  be  seek  for  any  new  right 
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during  the  life  of  the  lady  Mary  Areskin,  his  first 
lady,  who  at  her  death  left  only  one  daughter. 
Some  few  years  after  which,  he  entertained  some 
thoughts  of  a  second  marriage,  and  for  that  pur* 
pose  addressed  himself  to  a  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Colchoun  of  Luss ;  between  which  family  and 
that  of  Buchanan,  there  had  been  such  frequent 
alliances,  and  communication  of  mutual  good  offices, 
as  rendered  the  proposal  very  agreeable  to  Sir  John. 
The  only  obstruction  that  offered,  sprung  from 
the  mutual  tailzies  betwixt  the  families  of  Buchan- 
an and  Auchmar,  whereby  both  interests  were  set- 
tled upon  heirs-male*    Buchanan,  in  order  to  re- 
move this  difficulty,  went  to  London  and  obtained 
a  new  charter  of  his  estate,  upon  the  right  already 
mentioned,  acquired  by  him  from  the  lord  Car- 
dross  ;  and  further,  procured  an  additional  clause 
in  it,  impowering  him  to  dispone  his  estate  to  heirs 
whatsoever,  and  to  whom  he  pleased.    By  this 
means,  Buchanan  of  Auchmar,  nearest  heir-male, 
and  next  in  succession  by  the  tailzie,  was  wholly- 
excluded,  and  his  pretensions  cut  off.    Buchanan's 
design  however,  was  wholly  defeated ;  the  young 
lady  having,  much  against  his  expectation,  married 
the  laird  of  Eeir  before  his  return.     This  disap- 
pointment had  such  effects  upon  his  high  spirit,  aa 
in  a  little  time  threw  him  in  a  palsy,  and  prejudiced 
him  in  his  judgment,  in  which  unhappy  circum- 
stance he  continued  till  his  death.    A  little  time 
before  this  misfortune  befell  him,  John  Buchanan 
of  Arnpryor,  then  a  widower,  having  come  into  Bu- 
chanan's family,  gained  such  an  influence  over  him, 
as  to  be  entrusted  with  the  whole  management  of 
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his  affairs.    Arnpryor  was  not  wanting  to  impTove 
such  an  opportunity  for  the  promoting  his  own  in- 
terest, and  found  means  to  prevail  on  the  laird  to 
agree  to  a  match  between  his  daughter  and  Arn- 
pryor's  son,  then  a  student  of  the  civil  law,  that  fay 
this  means  the  estate  might  be  kept  in  the  n^rae, 
failing  other  heirs  of  Buchanan.    The  proposal 
.would  have  certainly  taken  place,  had  not    the 
young  lady  interposed,  by  refusing  her  consent; 
upon  which,  her  father,  then  very  much  declined 
in  judgment,  conceived  so  much  displeasure  against 
4per,~as  to  make  a  disposition  of  bis  estate  in  favour 
of  Arnpryor,  and  in  prejudice  of  her  right    How- 
ever, keeping  this  paper  in  his  own  custody,  and 
happening  to  go  to  the  bath  for  recovery  of  bis 
^health,  he,  in  his  return, .  fell  in  love  with  Mrs* 
Jean  Pringle,  and  married  her,  and,  upon  her  ar- 
rival at  Buchanan,  caused  the  disposition  in  favour 
M  Arnpryor  to.be  cancelled,  which  gave  rise  to;an 
inveterate  animosity,  which  continued  ever  after, 
between  him.  and  Arnpryor. 

In  a  little  time  after  this  marriage,  Buchanan, 

for  reasons  we  cannot  account  fpr,  .disponed  his 

.estate  to  an  old  comrade  of  his,  major  George 

.  Grant,  governor  of  Dunbarton  cattle,  with  this 

provision,  that  the  major  should  marry  his  eldest 

daughter,  and  assume  the  name  and  arms  of  Bu<^i- 

4inap;   reserving  his  own  life-rent  and  his  lady's 

jointure,  and  settling  the  estate  so  as  to  return  to 

Buchanan's  heirs-male,  and,  failing  heirs  of  Grant's 

PWU) body,  to  Buchanan^  heirs  whatsoever.  Agrqe- 

,  able  to  this,  disposition,  Grant  made  his  addresses 

t  to  the  young  lady,  but  was  rejected  by  her  with 
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the  utmost  indignation.  The  late  lady  Buchanan 
has  been  blamed,  as  promoting  this  disposition  in 
favour  of  Grant ;  but  I  have  received  such  infor- 
mation, from  people  well  versed  in  Buchanan's  af- 
fairs, as  fully  justifies  her.  Sometime  after  this, 
there  was  a  project  formed  by  Buchanan  and 
Grant,  of  selling  so  much  of  the  Highland  lands 
of  the  estate  of  Buchanan  as  might,  together  with 
the  price  of  some  woods  lately  sold,  and  Buchanan's 
other  moveables,  clear  the  whole  debts  affecting 
the  lower  barony,  or  remainder  of  that  estate. 
These  Highland  lands,  accordingly,  were  sold  to 
the  marquis  of  Montrose,  who,  for  security  of  that 
part  gold  to  him,  got  infeftment  of  real  warrandice 
upon  the  lower  barony.  This  bargain  being  com- 
pleted, it  was  suggested  to  the  marquis,  that  he 
could  not  be  fully  secured  in  those  lands  lately 
purchased  by  him,  till  well  informed  of  the  extent 
of  Buchanan's  debts,  and  other  circumstances  of 
his  affairs.  For  this  purpose,  Arnpryor,  who  of 
all  others  best  knew  those  affairs,  was  prevailed 
upon  to  make  a  discovery  of  them  to  the  marquis, 
having,  for  his  service  therein,  and  his  assistance 
in  evicting  the  whole  estate,  obtained  the  fourth 
part  thereof,  burdened  with  a  proportionable  part 
of  the  debts.  Thus,  there  having  been  a  debt 
due  by  Buchanan  to  Sir  James  Dick  of  Priestfield, 
for  which  all  legal  diligence  was  used,  insomuch 
that  the  laird,  with  Drumikill,  and  some  other 
cautioners,  were  denounced,  and  continued  more 
than  a  year  unrelaxed  ;  and  Arnpryor,  while 
.manager  for  Buchanan,  having  been  ordered  to 
clear  this  defy,  it  was  accordingly  paid,  and  dis- 

Q 
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charge  and  relaxation  procured  for  the  caution- 
ers, bat  the  principal,  unhappily,  was  left  unre- 
lated. This  secret  once  divulged,  there  was  a 
gift  obtained  df  Buchanan's  life-rent  and  moveable 
escheat ;  by  which,  his  whole  moveables  being  ex- 
hausted, there  was  room  left  for  wresting  the  estate 
out  of  his  hands,  by  procuring  rights  to  those  debts 
for  payment  whereof  these  moveables  were  allotted. 
This  project  was  the  effectual  means  of  ruining 
that  estate;  for  divers  adjudications  being  led  in 
Aropryor*s  name,  then  principal  manager  for  toy 
lord  marquis,  (the  marquis  himself,  as  it  seems, 
being  passive  in  it,)  Buchanan's  eldest  daughter 
found  herself  obliged  to  resign  her  pretensions,  for 
asum.of  money,  in  favour  of  his  lordship;  and 
major  Grant  having  a  little  before  his  death  given 
up  all  Buchanan's  evidences,  both  the  rights  and 
the  fortune  became  to  be  entirely  transferred. 

This  estate,  as  all  others,  was  sometimes  in- 
creased,1 or  diminished,  as  it  fell  into  the  hands  of 
gcfod  or  bad  managers.  The  lairds  of  Buchanan 
had,  besides  their  old  estate,  several  lands  in  the 
parishes  of  Killearn,  Strablane,  and  others  in  the 
Lennox.  The  most  flourishing  condition  it  has 
been  in,  for  divers  ages,  was  upon  the  last  laird's 
Accession  to  it.  For  his  old  estate,  which,  together 
with  Strathyre,  Brachern,  and  some  superiorities, 
was  worth  thirteen  thousand  merks  of  yearly  rent, 
most  of  the  same  arising  from  steetbow  hones, 
cows,  corn,  red  land,  besides  casualties)  and  woods, 
computed  in  this  age  to  be  worth  two  thousand 
pounds  sterling  each  cutting.  Besides  this,  he 
had  the  whole  estate  of  Badindalloch,  amounting 
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to  six  thousand  merits  per  annum,  which  was  ac- 
quired by  Sir  John,  the  late  laird's  grandfather, 
for  money  he  was  engaged  in  for  Cunninghame  of 
Glengarnock,  proprietor  thereof;  as  also  he  had 
the  estate  of  Craigmillar  in  Mid-Lothian,  being 
ten  thousand  merks  per  annum,  acquired,  by  his 
father.  So  that  from  these  three  estates  the  fa- 
mily had  near  thirty  thousand  merks  of  yearly 
rent.  But  Buchanan  having  sold  Badindalloch 
and  Craigmillar  when  in  health,  and  that  of  Buch- 
anan going  off  in  the  manner  we  hate  already 
mentioned,  after  having  continued  six  hundred 
and  sixty-five  years  in  that  name,  and  in  an  un- 
interrupted succession  of  twenty-two  lairds;  by 
this  mismanagement,  and  want  of  proper  advice 
from  bis  friends,  this  flourishing,  fortune  has  been 
destroyed,  and  the  family  itself  extinguished* 

The  Paternal  Arms  of  the  Family  of  Buchanan, 

Or,  a  lion  rampant  sable,  armed  and  langued 
gules,  within  a  double  tressure,  flowered  and  eoun- 
terflowered  with  flower-de*luces  of  the  second. 
Crest,  a  hand  coupe©  holding  up  a  ducal  cap*  or 
duke's  coronet,  proper,  with  two  laurel  branches 
wreathed  surrounding  the  crest,  disposed  orleways 
proper ;  supported  by  two  falcons  garnished  Or. 
Ancient  motto  above  the  crest,  Audaces  Juvo.  Mo- 
dern motto  in  compartment,  Clarior  Hint  Hones* . 
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IN  giving  an  exact  account  of  these  cadets,  now 
become  families,  which  came  immediately  off  that 
of  Buchanan,  and  retain  that  surname,  I  shall  be- 
gin with  that  family  last  came  off  the  principal 
one,  and  consequently  next  to  the  same,  and  shall 
mention  each  of  the  rest  in  order,  according  to  the 
times  of  their  several  descents  off  the  chief  family. 
In  prosecution  of  this  method,  I  shall  begin  with 
the  family  of  Auchmar,  which,  by  the  original 
charter  thereof,  as  also  by  the  genealogical  account, 
or  tree,  of  the  family  of  Buchanan,  is  not  only 
clearly  evinced  to  be  descended  of  a  son  of  the 
laird  of  Buchanan,  but  also  to  be  the  latest  cadet 
of  that  family.  Though  the  principal  family  con- 
tinued in  being  for  the  space  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  years  after  this  family  came  off  the  same, 
nevertheless,  the  few  second  sons,  or  cadets,  which 
descended  of  Buchanan  since  that  of  Auchmar 
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can?  off,  left  *o  male  issue  \  so  tbat  by  this 
Aucbmar  continued  to  be  the  latest  cadet  of  that 
ancient  family. 

The  interest  of  Aucbmar  was  for  some  time  tani* 
stiie,  or  appennage  lands,  being  always  given  off  to 
a  second  son  of  the  family  of  Buchanan  for  patri- 
mony, or  rather  aliment  during  Kfe,  and  at  bis  death 
returning  to  the  family  of  Bachaitan.    These  lands 
were  in  sometime  after  disponed  irreversibly  to  the 
ancestor  of  the  present  family  of  Auchmar,  and  bis 
heirs.  The  first  of  which  was  William  Buchanan, 
first  eon,  of  the  second  marriage,  to  George  Buchan- 
an of  that  ilk,  and  Janet  Cunninghame,  daughter  to 
Cunningham*  (for  any  thing  I  can  find);  first  laird 
of  Graigens,  who  was  son  to  the  earl  of  Glencairn. 
Thief  lady  was  first  married  to  Patrick,  laird  of 
Houston,  director  of  the  chancery  in  the  reign  of 
king  James  V.     Houston,   with  divers  other  good 
and  loyal  patriots,  having  joined  that  brave  noble* 
man*  John,  earl  of  Lennox,  in  order  to  liberate 
their  sovereign  from  the  restraint  put  upon  him 
by  the  earls  of  Arran  and  Angus,  with  their  asso- 
ciates ;  and  Lennox  having  engaged  with  the  earl  of 
Arran's  army  at  Linlithgow,  or  Evanbridge,  was 
there  slain,  together   with  Houston,  and  a  great 
many  others  of  bis  party.     Buchanan,  after  Hous- 
ton's death,   having   married  his  relict,  granted 
charter,  in  favour  of  William  Buchanan,  his  first 
son  of  this  second  marriage,  and  hk  heirs,  of  the 
lands. of  Auchmar,  d^ted  the  3d  of  January,  1547 
yean*    Nor  did  Buchanan's  indulgence  and  liber- 
ality to  this  his  son  stop  here,  but  he  did  also,  in 
tbeiyear  1566,  grant  charter,  in  bis  favour,  of  the 
3 
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thirteen  inerk  land  of  Straithyre,  with  real  warred-' 
dice  for  the  same  in  the  Easter  Mains  of  Buch- 
anan, being  the  best  portion  any  second  son  of 
that  family  had  got  of  a  long  time,  or  rather  at 
any  time  before  that.     After  what  manner  this 
family  lost  possession  of  the  lands  of  Straithyre  is 
not  very  evident ;  the  most  common  account,  bow* 
ever,  of  that  event  is  this,  that  in  the  time  of  the 
civil  wars  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.,  particu- 
larly in  the  year  1646,  the  lands  of  Buchanan*  be- 
ing at  that  time  very  sadly  harrassed,  and  most  of 
the  houses  burnt,  George  Buchanan. of  Auchmar 
lost  upon  that  occasion  the  evidents  of  Straithyre, 
and,  as  is  also  apprehended,  the  double,  lodged  in 
that  family's  hands,  of  the  mutual  tailzie  betwixt 
them  and  the  family  of  Buchanan.     After  which, 
Sir  John,  laird  of  Buchanan,  did,  in  an  unjust  and 
oppressive  manner,  dispossess  the  said  George  of 
those  lands,  and  would  have  done  the  same  to  him 
in  relation  to  the  lands  of  Auchmar  also,  had  not 
the  evidence  thereof  been  at  that  time  providen- 
tially in  the  laird  of  Craigen's  custody,  which  was 
the  only  means  of  their  preservation.     This,  with 
some  other  hard  usage  given  by  Sir  John,  created 
such  animosity  betwixt  these  two  families  as  could 
scarcely  be  fully  extinguished :  the  said  Sir  John 
being  accounted  the  worst,  if  not  the  only  bad  onq 
of  all  the  lairds  of  Buchanan,  and  the  greatest  op* 
pressor  of  his  name  and  neighbours ;  whereas,  the 
other  lairds,  generally  taken,  are  reported  to  have 
been  the  most  discreet  neighbourly  gentlemen  of 
any  in  these  parts  of  this  kingdom. 

William,  the  first  of  Auchmar,  was  married 
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to  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  daughter  to  the  laird  of 
lochmachan,  (or  as  I  find  him  sometimes  design- 
ed) of  Eglismachan,)  this  family  having  become 
extinct  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  any  little 
remains  of  that  interest  fell  into  Hamilton  of  Ait- 
kenhead,  as  nearest  heir  to  Hamilton  of  Inchma- 
chan.  Of  this  marriage  betwixt  Auchmar  and 
Inchmachan's  daughter,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters came  to  maturity.  The  eldest  of  the  sons 
was  Patrick,  the  second  George,  and  the  third 
Mr.  William.  Margaret  the  eldest  daughter  was 
married  to  Cunninghame  of  Blairwhoish  ;  the  se- 
cond to  James  Colchoun,  merchant  in  Glasgow. 

Patrick  the  eldest  son  succeeded  to  his  father 
William  in  the  lands  of  Auchmar  and  Straithyre. 
He  married  Helen  Buchanan,  heiress  of  Ibert, 
daughter  to  Mr.  Thomas  Buchanan  of  Ibert, 
nephew  to  the  great  Mr.  George  Buchanan,  which 
Thomas  became  lord  privy  seal,  by  resignation  of 
that  office  in  his  favour  by  Mr.  George  his  un- 
cle. Mr.  Thomas's  wife  was  a  daughter  of  John, 
laird  of  Buchanan.  Patrick  above-mentioned  died 
.  within  a  few  years  of  bis  marriage,  his  children 
having  not  long  survived  him ;  so  that  his  interest 
^devolved  to  George  his  second  brother,  as  is  evi. 
dent  by  precept  of  Clare  Constat,  and  charter 
thereupon,  in  his  favour,  by  John,  laird  of  Buch- 
anan, of  the  lands  of  Auchmar,  dated  in  the  year 
1606. 

This  George,  in  bis  eldest  brother's  lifetime, 
married  Janet  Stewart,  daughter  to  Andrew  Stew* 
art,  who  had  a  beneficial  tack  (esteemed  in  these 
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days  equivalent  to  heritage,)  of  the  lands  of  Blair- 
guie,  and  some  other  lands,  from  the  earl  of  Mur- 
ray, in  Strakhgartney,  and  the  parish  of  Caltender. 
lie  was  also  the  ear Ps  baillie  in  those  parts.     That 
family  ia  now  represented  by  Alexander  Stewart 
of  Gartnafuaroe  in  Balquhidder  parish;  and  is, 
Willi  the  families  of  Ardvorlich  and  Glenhucky, 
(from  which  three  are  sprung  most  of  the  Stewarts 
m  the  southern  parts  of  Perthshire,)  lineally  de- 
scended of  James  Beg,  or  little  James,  son  to 
Janes  Stewart,  youngest  son  to  Murdoch,  duke 
ef  Albany,  and  governor  of  Scotland.     James  Beg 
was  married  to  Aonabella  Buchanan*  daughter  to 
Patrick,  laird  of  Buchanan,  as  testifies  a  charter, 
in  his  and  the  said  Annabella's  favour,  of  the 
lands  of  Baldorrans  in  Stirlingshire,  ia  the  reign 
Of  king  James  II.     I  find  also  this  James  witness 
m  a  charter,  by   Isobel,  duchess  of  Albany  and 
eountess  of  Lennox,  of  a  tenement  of  land  in  Dry- 
men,  in  the  year  1443,  being  designed  in  that 
charter  the  duchess's  nephew.     James's  successor 
was  Walter  Stewart  of  Baldorrans,,  as  is  clear  by 
charter,  in  his  favour,  by  Janet  Oquhuanan,  of  a 
wadset-right  the  said  Janet  had  upon  a  part  of 
the  lands  of  Straithyre,  of  date  in  the  year  1628. 
From -three  sons  of  this.  Walter,  or,  according  to 
their  own  traditional  account,  from  a  son  of  Wal- 
ter, called  William,  are  descended  the  three  fami- 
lies above-mentioned. 

Qbokgb  Buchanan  of  Auchmar  had  seven 
sons,;  Patrick  his  successor9  John,  Andrew,  Mr. 
Maurice,  WiUiatn,   Robert,   and   George.      He 
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had  also  two  daughters;  the  eldest  married  ttf 
Colchoun  of  Camstrodan,  the  second  to  captain 
Pettigroe. 

To  George  succeeded  his  eldest  son  Patrick,' 
as  is  clear  by  charter,  in  his  favour,  of  the  lands 
of  Auchmar,  dated  in  the  year  1 662.  He  married 
Agnes  Buchanan,  daughter  to  William  Buchanan 
of  Boss.  He  had  by  her  one  son,  John,  who  had 
issue,  and  five  daughters ;  Janet,  married  to  Buch- 
anan of  Cameron,  Mary  to  Thomas  Anderson, 
Elizabeth  to  Walter  M'Pharlan,  Agnes  to  Gal- 
brAith  of  Armfinlay,  and  Jean  to  Nairn  of  Batur* 
ich.  He  had  also  an  illegitimate  son,  John,  who 
went  to  Ireland. 

To  Patrick  Buchanan  of  Auchmar  succeeded 
bis  son  John.  He  married  Anna  Graham,  daugh- 
ter to  John  Graham  of  Duchray. .  He  had  by 
her  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  The  eldest  of 
these  daughters  was  married  to  Robert  Graham  of 
Glenny.  The  second  daughter  was  first  married 
to  George  Buchanan,  son  to  Arthur  Buchanan  of 
Auchlessy,  and  afterwards  to  Andrew  Stewart  of 
'  town-head  of  Drymen.  The  third  daughter  was 
married  to  Robert  Stewart  of  Cailliemore.  The 
fourth  to  George  M'Pharlan,  merchant. 

John  Buchanan  of  Auchmar  was  succeeded  by 
William  his  son.  He  married  Jean  Buchanan, 
daughter  to  John  Buchanan  of  Carbeth.  Colin, 
second  son  to  the  said  John,  married  Anna  Ham- 
ilton, daughter  to  James  Hamilton  of  Aitkenhead. 

The  first  cadet  of  the  family  of  Auchmar,  was 
Mr.  William  Buchanan,  third  son  to  William  the 
first  of  Auchmar.    This  Mr.  William  went  to  Ire- 
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land,  and  became  manager  or  factor,  for  the  estate 
of  the  family  of  Hamilton,  then  lords  of  Clande* 
boys,  and  afterwards  earls  of  Clanbrazil,  in  the 
county  of  Down,  which  family  is  now  extinct.  JHe 
married  in  that  country,  and  had  one  son,  major 
William  Buchanan,  a  very  brave  gentleman,  who 
was  major  to  George,  laird  of  Buchanan's  regiment, 
at  the  fatal  conflict  betwixt  the  Scots  and  English 
iat  Ennerkeithing.  The  major,  upon  defeat  of  the 
Scotish  army,  being  well  mounted,  made  his  way 
through  a  party  of  English  horsemen,  and  though 
pursued  for  some  miles,  came  off  safe*  having  killed 
diverse  of  the  pursuers.  He  went  afterwards  to 
Ireland,  and  purchased  an  estate  there,  called  Scra- 
Wull*  near  Newtotin  Clandeboys,  in  the  Coonty 
of  Down.  He:  had  two  sons,  the  eldest  continued 
in  Ireland,  and  the  younger  went  abroad.  He 
had  also  two  daughters,  both  married  in  that 
country*   ■ 

.  William  of  Auchmar,  bad  an  illegitimate  son, 
tailed  George,  whose  son  John,  had  a  wedset  upon 
the  lands  of  Blairluisk,  in  Kilmaronock  parish, 
which  having  sold,  he  went  to  Ireland,  where  di- 
verse of  his  progeny  reside  near,  the  village  called 
St.  Johnstoun,  in  the  county  of  Derry;  from 
whence,  one  of  them  having  come  to  the  paroch  of 
Bonoeil,  had  tfwo  sons,  Archibald  at  present  in 
Bonneil,  who  bath  three  sons,  George,  a  trader  at 
sea ;  William,  a  residenter  in  London  ;  and  James, 
residing  near  Glasgow.  Another,  Archibald,  being 
•bo  descended  of  the  said  George,  resides  in  Inve- 
noy,  in  Argyllshire. 

The  second  cadet  of  the  family  of  Auchmar, 
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Mr.  Maurice  Buchanan,  fourth  son  to  George  Bu- 
chanan of  Auchmar.  He  was  a  preacher  in  the  coun- 
ty ofTyione,and  had  one  son,  James,  who  had  only 
ono  son*  captain  Maurice,  who  resides  near  Dublin. 

George  of  Auchmar's  fifth  son  was  William,  who 
was  a  captain  in  the  Swedish  service  in  Germany. 
He  was,  upon  account  of  his  valour,  conduct,  and 
other  laudable  qualities,  very  much  esteemed ; 
having  signalized  himself  upon  diverse  occasions' 
particularly  in  vanquishing  an  Italian,  who  in 
most  countries  of  Europe,  had  acquired  very  much 
fame  by  his  martial  achievements,  and  dexterity 
always  in  performing  divers  feats  of  arms,  having 
carried  the  prize  in  all  places  he  went  to,  till  at 
last  he  was  overcome  by  this  captain  William,  no 
less  to  his  honour,  than  to  the  Italian's  disgrace. 
Upon  account  of  this  action,  he  obtained  a  major's 
commission,  but  was  within  few  days  thereafter 
killed  in  the  said  service.  He  was  married  to  Anna 
Fennel,  an  English  woman.  His  children  and 
their  posterity  have  continued  in  Germany, 

George  of  Auchmar's  /seventh  and  youngest  son, 
George,  had  one  son,  William,  who  married  at 
London,  having  left  a  son,  James,  who  is  a  mer- 
chant in  that  city.     John,  Andrew  and  Robert 
George*s  other  sons,  their  issue  is  wholly  extinct 

Patrick  Buchanan  of  Auchmar,  besides  John  his 
successor,  had  an  illegitimate  son  called  also  John, 
who  went  to  Ireland.  He  had  two  sons,  Patrick, 
who  went  to  the  West  Indies,  and  is  in  very  good 
circumstances  in  that  country ;  and  John,  who  re- 
sides near  Newtoun-stewart,  in  the  county  of  Ty- 
rone, and  hath  three  sons.     He  had  also  an  illegi 
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timate  son,  Samuel,  who  resides  in  Laggan  of 
Tyrconnel. 

The  last  cadet  of  Auchmar,  is  Colin  Buchanan, 
brother  to  the  present  William  Buchanan  of  Auch- 
mar, who  for  armorial  bearing,  carries  the  paternal 
arms  of  the  family  of  Buchanan,  as  already  blaz- 
oned, without  any  manner  of  distinction. 

I  am  hopeful  by  clear  and  authentic  documents, 
to  have  demonstrated  this  family,  last  mentioned, 
to  be  the  latest  in  descent  from  that  of  Buchanan, 
notwithstanding  that  Mr.  Nisbet,  in  his  late  book 
of  heraldry  and  genealogy,  hath  asserted  the  con- 
trary, by  giving  it  to  a  certain  gentleman,  who  is 
among  the  remotest  of  the  cadets  of  the  family  of 
Buchanan.  I  am  surprised  he  should  have  fallen 
into  such  a  mistake,  especially  after  having  had 
much  better  information  conveyed  to  his  hands,  by 
the  author  of  these  papers.  But  T  am  confident, 
his  accounts  of  the  matter,  will  not  make  the  least 
impression  an  any  judicious  reader,  that  shall  well 
weigh  what  he  has  only  barely  asserted,  and  < 
jpare  it  with  the  authentic  account  I  have  given. 
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THE  case  of  the  family  of  Spittkl,  seems  to  be 
much  the  same,  with  that  of  diverse  other  families 
of  that  name,  they  having  been  in  possession  of  se- 
veral lands,  at  some  little  time  after  they  came  off 
the  family  of  Buchanan,  a  great  part  of  which  lands 
are  since  gone  from  it,  as  from  other  families,  by 
waystfnd  means  not  easy  to  be  discovered  at  tl^s 
distance  of  time. 

The  ancestor  of  the  present  family  of  Spittel,  and 
who  first  obtained  these  lands,  was  Walter  Buchan- 
an, son  to  Patrick,  the  second  of  that  name,  laird 
of  Buchanan.  This  Walter,  and  his  successor 
John,  their  charters  of  these  lands,  by  bad  keeping 
in  turbulent  times,  are  so  effaced,  and  the  writing 
thereof  so  obliterated,  as  renders  the  same  in  a  great 
measure  illegible.  However,  it  is  very  presumeable, 
that  the  laird  of  Buchanan  gave  the  lands  of  Spit- 
tel, to  his  son,  Walter,  for  patrimony,  when  he 
R 
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came  off  the  family,  notwithstanding  of  the  above 
inconveniency,  that  the  two  first,  or  original  char- 
ters of  that  family  labour  under.  But  for  further 
proof  of  this  family's  descent  off  Buchanan,  there 
being  in  divers  of  our  kings9  reigns  records  of  jus* 
ticiary,  by  which  all  chiefs  of  clans,  were  obliged  for 
the  good  and  peac^abfe  h^aviour  of  their  name,  or 
clan,  it  is  remarkable  that  in  one  of  these  records, 
in  the  latter  part  of  king  Jajnes  V.  his  reign,  Wal- 
ter Buchanan  of  Spittel,  is  designed  brother-ger- 
man  to  George  Buchanan  of  that  ilk.:  ,aJso  in  a 
seasin  by  the  same  laird  of  the  lands  of  Auchmar, 
anno  1547.  John  Buchanan,  son  and  heir  to  the 
deceased  Walter  Buchanan  of  Spittel,  the  laird's 
brother,  is  one  of  the  witnesses.  So  that  George, 
laird  of  Buchanan,  being  well  known  to  haye  been 
eldest  son,  and  successor  to  Patrick,  laird  of  Buchan- 
an; &nd  by  these  two  docuiqents,  Walter  Buchgn- 
4&  of  Spittel,  being  designed  brother  to  tbp  said 
Gjeorge,  the  descent  of  this  family  is  cleared  beyond 
ajlcopt.roversy,  however  little  their  original  writ- 
inga  conduce  to  that  purpose.  Walter  Buchanan* 
first  of  Spittel,  was  married  to  Isabel  Cuningham, 
apserted  to  h*y$  b^n  daughter  to  the  earl  of  GHpn- 
Cftxn*  There  i*  a  charter  by  Andrew  Cun^ing- 
bagis  of  Blaicwhpish,  with  consent  of  Walter  Stir- 
ling of  Ballagan  his.  curator,  in  favou.r  of  Wajt^r 
Buchanan  of  SpitHteJ#  arid  Isabel  Cuningham.  his 
spous?*  of  the  lands,  of  Blafcvocky,.  djygi  in  the 
year  1635,  There  is  alsoaijofche^  shorter  in  fryoji? 
of  the  same  Walter,  by  Alexander,  JM^terof  Qlei^ 
cafca,  of  the  lands  of  Arroebymoffe  d$gd  in  tbp 
year  1630.    Which  lands,  wsm*>  te jiyftP  iff  JW- 
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tkm  to  him  with  Glencairn's  daughter*  Walter 
left  onfe  son,  John,  bis  successor,  and  a  daughter-, 
married  to  falter  Buchanan  of  DrumikilL 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  John,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Cuningham,  daughter  to  Cuningham* 
laird  of  Drumquhuassle,  as  is  evident  by  an  herita- 
ble right,  by  Alexander,  earl  of  Glencairn,  to  Elis- 
abeth Cuningham,  spouse  to  John  Buchanan  of 
Spittel,  in  liferent,  aid  Edward  Buchanan  her  son, 
in  fee  of  the  lands  of  Merkinch,  dated  in  the  year 
1663. 

Bowittb,  first  of  that  name,  succeeded  to  his  fa- 
ther John.  He  married  Christian  Galbraithj 
daughter  to  the  laird  of  Culcruich,  as  testifies  a 
charter  in  his  and  his  said  spouse's  favour,  under 
the  privy  seal,  dated  in  the  year  1666.  He  had  - 
tfcd  sons,  Robert  hig  successor,  and  George. 

To  Edward  of  Spittel  succeeded  his  son  Robebt; 
Hfc  married  La*  ion  of  Boghal's  daughter,  and  had 
by  her  two  sdns,  Walter  his  successor,  and  Andrew* 
There  is  a  charter  under  the  privy  seal  in  favour 
of  this  Robert,  in  the  latter  part  of  queen  Mary's 
rtigb. 

To  Robert  succeeded  bis  son  Walts*.  He 
iftitttied  (Jalbraith  of  Balgair's  daughter,  and  had 
with  he*  two  sons  that  came  to  maturity,  Edward 
afld  Walter. 

Eje>wabd,  second  of  that  name,  succeeded  to 
Walter  his  father.  He  was  first  married  to  Edmon- 
stoun  of  BaDeun's  daughter.  With  her  he  had 
Jataes,  his  successor,  and  John,  a  captain  in  George,1 
laird  of  Buchanans  regiment,  who  was  killed  at  the 
fatal  conflict'  bet wkt  the  Scots  and  English  at  En- 
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nerlrithing.  He  was  secondly  married  to  John 
Buchanan  of  Ross's  daughter,  and  had  with  her 
Robert  Buchanan,  baker  in  Glasgow,  and  Edward, 
who  was  a  man  of  great  learning,  and  died  while  at 
the  study  of  divinity  in  the  college  of  Edinburgh, 
and  one  daughter  married  to  Cuningham  of  Trin- 
heg, 

James  succeeded  to  his  father  Edward.  He 
married  a  daughter  of  John  Buchanan  of  Cashlie, 
and  had  with  her  five  sons,  Edward,  captain  John, 
captain  Archibald,  Andrew  and  Walter. 

To  James  succeeded  Edward  third  of  that  name. 
He  married  Christian  Mitchel,  daughter  to  Mr* 
Thomas  Mitchel,  minister  of  Kilmaronock,  and  had 
with  her  two  sons,  John  and  Thomas,  and  two 
daughters. 

John,  eldest  son  to  Edward  Buchanan  of  Spittel, 
married  Margaret  Muirbead,  daughter  to  Muir- 
head  of  Rashiehill,  relict  of  Mr.  Robert  Buchanan 
of  Arnpryor.  Thomas  his  brother,  was  married  to, 
Napeir  of  Ballachairn's  daughter. 

The  first  cadet  of  Spittel's  family,  was  George, 
second  son  to  Edward,  first  of  that  name,  and  thir4 
of  Spittel.  George  had  one  son,  William,  who  ob- 
tained a  beneficial  tack  of  Arrachybeg  in  Buchanan 
parish.  William  had  also  one  son,  Donald,  who 
had  four  sons,  William,  Duncan,  Robert  and  Wal- 
ter. Of  these  William  had  one  son,  Donald,  lately 
in  Arrachybeg,  who  left  issue;  Duncan  had  one 
son,  John,  who  has  also  one  son,  Duncan,  in  the 
foot-guards.  Robert  was  killed  in  the  year  1646, 
and^had  only  .one.  daughter,  married  to  James 
M'Gown  in  Catter.    Walter,  who  mostly  resided 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


FAMILY  OF  8PITTBL.  197 

in  Gashiil  in  Buchanan  parish,  had  two  sons,  John 
and  William,  both  whereof  have  male  issue.  The 
said  Donald' had  another  son,  called  Walter,  matt- 
man  in  Glasgow,  father  to  Margaret  Buchanan, 
who  toafried  Jdmes  Couper,  merchant  in  Port- 
Glasgow,  whose  only  daughter,  Agnes,  is  married 
to  Andrew  Crfcwford,  merchant  in  Port-Glasgow. 
The  progeny  of  the  above-mentioned  George,  are 
ordinarily  termed  Buchanans  of  Arachybeg,  or 
Donald  Macwilliam's  race. 

The  second  cadet  of  the  family  of  Spittel,  wad 
Andrew,  son  to  Robert  Buchanan  of  Spittel.  This 
Andrew  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of  education, 
and  was  factor  to  part  of  the  earl  of  Mar's  estate 
for  some  time.  He  bought  Blairvocky  from  Spit- 
tel, and  having  never  married,  disponed  that  inter- 
est to  Walter  Buchanan  his  nephew,  ancestor  to 
the  Buchanans  of  Blairvocky,  as  shall  be  hereafter 
observed.  Andrew  had  one  illegitimate  son,  Ro- 
bert, who  resided  for  the  most  part  in  Arrachymore, 
in  Buchanan  parish.  Robert  had  four  sons,  Art- 
drew,  James,  Robert  and  Alexander.  Andrew 
had  no  male  issue.  Robert  had  one  son,  who  left 
no*  issue.  James  had  one  son,  Andrew,  lately  in 
Auchingyle,  in  Buchanan  Parish,  who  had  four: 
sons ;  two  of  these  resided  in  Buchanan  parish,  one 
inthe  parish  of  Luss,  and  another  in  that  of  Kit* 
maronock.  Alexander  had  two  sons,  .John  in  the 
parish  of  Killearn,  and  Andrew,  merchant-tailor 
in  Glasgow,  father  to  Jamfes  Buehanan,  merchant 
in  the  Trongate,  there. 

The  third  cadet  of  the  family  of  SpitCel,  was 
Wai/te*,  the  first  of  Blairvocky,  second  sohrto 
3 
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Walter  Buchanan  of  Spittel.    There  is  a  contract 
of  wedset,  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  merle* 
Scots,  upon  the  lands  of  Sallochy,  by  John  Buch- 
anan of  that  ilk,  in  favour  of  this  Walter,  dated  • 
in  the  year  1618.    Walter  of  Blairvocky  had  one 
son,  Alexander,  who  had  four  sons,  Walter,  Alex- 
ander, William,  and  George.     Walter's  progeny 
is  extinct     Alexander  left  only  one  daughter. 
George,  the  youngest,  went  abroad.     William, 
the  third  brother,  having  obtained  the  interest  of 
Blairvocky,  sold  the  same  to  John  Buchanan, 
younger  of  Spittel.     William,  the  last  of  Blair- 
vocky, resided  mostly  in  Ireland.     He  had  four 
sons,  Alexander,  William,  Walter,  and  Henry. 
Alexander  the  eldest  resides  in  Glendermon,  with- 
in two  miles  of  Derry,  being  in  very  good  repute 
and  circumstances.     William,  Walter  and  Henry, 
reside  near  Omagh  in  the  county  of  Tyrone,  and 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

The  fourth  cadet  of  SpitteFs  family  was  Robkkt 
Buchanan,  late  deacon  of  the  bakers  of  Glasgow, 
being  one  of  the  sons  of  the  second  marriage  of 
Edward  Buchanan,  second  of  that  name,  of  Spit- 
tel, and  Buchanan  of  Ross's  daughter.  His  son 
Robert  Buchanan,  writer  in  Glasgow,  married 
Buchanan  of  Drumhead's  daughter.  He  had  also 
two  daughters,  one  married  to  Mr.  Neil  Snodgrass, 
writer  in  Paisly,  who  left  one  son,  John  Snod- 
grass, their  former  children  being  dead  ;  she  was 
afterwards  married  to  Alexander  Wallace,  writer 
in  Paisly  :  the  other  was  married  to  John  Bocb* 
•nan,  elder,  merchant  in  Glasgow. 

The  next  cadets  of  this  family  are  the  pre* 
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sent  Edward  Buchanan  of  SpitteFs  brethren. 
The  first  of  these,  captain  John,  was  captain 
in  the  Dutch  and  English  service,  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  wars  betwixt  the  French,  Enjp* 
lish  and  Dutch,  with  their  other  confederates, 
from  the  year  1690,  till  the  last  peace ;  and  was 
also  an  officer  in  the  service  of .  the  Dutch,  and 
some  other  states  of  Europe,  a  good  many  years 
before  the  commencement  of  these  wars.  The 
next  brother  was  captain  Archibald,  who  for  di- 
vers years  before  his  death  was  one  of  the  cap- 
tains of  the  king's  horseguards,  being  a  gentleman 
inferior  to  none  of  his  age  and  station  in  all  valua- 
ble qualities*  Andrew  and  Walter,  the  other  two 
brethren,  died  both  unmarried. 

The  last  cadet  of  this  family  is  Thomas  Buch- 
anan, chirurgeon  in  Glasgow,  second  son  to  Ed- 
ward Buchanan,  elder  of  SpitteL 

This  family  came  off  Buchanan  immediately 
before  that  of  Auchmar,  Walter  of  Spittel  beings 
uncle  to  William  the  first  of  Auchmar. 

It  has  appeared  a  little  surprising  to  some,  that 
the  family  of  Buchanan  should  have  run  through 
twenty-two  generations  in  so  short  a  time  as  six 
hundred  and  ninety-five  years;  and  yet  here  we 
see  in  this  family  of  Spittel  no  less  than  ten  gener- 
ations in  the  space  of  about  two  hundred  and 
twenty-three  years,  which  is  a  great  deal  more  in 
proportion  than  in  the  former  ease ;  and  I  doubt . 
not  but  frequent  observations  of  this  nature  might 
be  made  in  many  other  families. 
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THIS  of  Arnpryor  having  been  for  a  consid- 
erable track  of  time  one  of  the  most  reputed  fami- 
lies of  the  name  of  Buchanan,  both  upon  account 
of  the?  estate  possest  by  them,  being  pretty  con- 
sidmlble,  as  also  in  regard  these  gentlemen  thefe* 
selves  were,  for  the  moist  part,  among  the  best  at* 
coaiplishcd  of  that  name.  Nevertheless,  since  the 
middle  of  the  last  age,  or  some  little  time  before*' 
this  family  is  so  much  decayed,  that  there  can  be 
very  little  said  concerning  the  same,  more  than  to 
give  some  account  of  what  it  hath  been,  and  of 
same  few  cadets  now  extant  thereof,  and  who  it- 
ptestttt  the  same.  The  oldest  writes  of  this  family 
being  either  carried  off  when  the  last  laird  of  Am- 
pryer  went  to  Ireland,  or  some  other  way  lost, 
the  manner  of  the  descent  thereof  off  the  family  of 
Buchanan  cannot  be  so  clearly  illustrated  as  other- 
wise it  might.    The  most  clear  document  for  that 
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purpose  is  the  genealogical  tree  of  the  family  of 
Buchanan,  which  positively  asserts  John  Buchan- 
an, first  of  Arnpryor,  to  have  been  second  son  to 
Walter,  fourth  of  that  name,  laird  of  Buchanan, 
and  of  the  lord  Graham's  daughter:  which  tree 
being  composed,  anno  1600,  the  composers  thereof 
might  have  lived  in  or  near  the  latter  part  of  this 
gentleman's  lifetime,  so  that  the  account  given 
thereby  may  fully  satisfy  all  such  as  are  not  too 
much  addicted  to  criticism  or  needless  scrupulosity. 
The  portion  this  gentleman  obtained  from  his  fa- 
ther, the  laird  of  Buchanan,  was  the  lands  of  Auch- 
mar,  which  at  his  death  returned  to  the  family  of 
Buchanan,  as  the  custom  was  of  appenage,  or 
tanistry  lands.  The  manner  of  his  obtaining  of 
the  lands  of  Arnpryor  was  pretty  singular,  being 
this. 

In  the  reign  of  king  James  IV.,  and  for  divers 
ages  before,  the  Meinzieses  were  proprietors  of  a 
great  part  of  the  parish  of  Kippen,  and  some  of 
the  parish  of  Killearn,  though  scarce  any  memory 
of  that  name  remains  in  either  of  those  parishes 
in  this  age.  A  gentleman  of  that  name  being 
laird  of  Arnpryor,  at  the  above-mentioned  junc- 
ture, who  had  no  children  of  his  own,  nor  any  of 
his  name  in  these  parts,  that  could  pretend  any  re- 
lation to  him,  was  for  some  time  at  variance  with 
one  Forrester  of  Carden,  a  very  toping  gentleman 
of  Arnpryor's  neighbourhood,  who,  upon  account 
of  his  neighbour  Arnpryor's  circumstances,  sent  a 
menacing  kind  of  message  to  him  either  to  dispone 
his  estate  in  his  favour  voluntarily,  otherwise  he 
would  dispossess  him  of  it  by  force*     Arnpryor 
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not  being  of  power  to  oppose  Carden,  and  being 
loath  to  give  his  estate  fay  compulsion  to  his  ene- 
my, judged  it  the  more  proper,  as  well  as  honoura- 
ble method,  to  dispone  his  estate  to  some  other 
gentleman  who  would  counterbalance  Carden, 
and  would  maintain  the  rightful  owner  in  posses- 
sion thereof  during  his  life.  In  this  exigency  he 
had  recourse  to  the  laird  of  Buchanan,  offering  to 
dispone  his  estate  to  one  of  Buchanan's  sons,  if  be 
would  defend  him  from  any  violence  offered  by 
Carden.  Buchanan  readily  accepted  of  the  ofifer, 
and  so  far  undervalued  Carden,  that  he  sent  his 
second  son,  then  only  a  child,  without  any  other 
guard,  than  his  dry-nurse,  to  oversee  him,  along 
with  Arnpryor,  to  be  kept  by  him  as  his  heir. 
Upon  notice  hereof,  Carden  came  to  Arnpryo^d 
house  with  a  resolution  to  kill  him,  or  oblige  him 
to  send  back  Buchanan's  son,  and  grant  his  former 
demands.  Arnpryor  having  gone  out  of  the  way, 
Carden  very  imperiously  ordered  the  woman  who 
attended  Buchanan's  child,  to  carry  him  back 
forthwith  whence  he  came,  otherwise  he  would 
batik  Arnpryor*s  house,  and  them  together.  The 
woman  replied,  that  she  wOuld  n6f  desert  the 
house  for  any  thing  he  durst  do,  telling  him 
withal,  if  he  offered  the  least  violence,  it  would  be 
revenged  to  his  cost.  This  stout  reply  Was  some- 
what damping  to  Carden,  who  at  the  same  time 
reflecting,  that  he  would  not  only  be  obnoxious  to 
the  laws  for  any  violent  measures  he  should  take, 
but  also  to  enmity  with  Buchanan,  which  he  was 
by  no* means  able  to  support,  therefore  followed 
the  safest  course,  by  desisting  for  the  future  either 
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to  motet  ^xapryor,  or  frustrate  bie  destination,, 
so  that  his  adopted  h$ir  enjoyed  bis  estate,  without 
tjie  least  impediment,  after  hi*  death* 

This  John  Buchanan  of  Auchmar  and  Arnpry- 
or*  was  afterwards  termed  long  of  Kippen,  upon 
ty$  following  account :  King  James.  V.,  a  very  so- 
ciable debonair  prince,  residing  at  Stirling,  in* 
Buchanan  of  Arnpryor's  time,  carriers  were  very 
frequently  passing  along  the  common  road,  being 
near  Arnpryor's  house,  with  necessaries  for  the 
use.  of  the  Ring's  family,  and  he  having  some  ex* 
traordinary  occasion,  ordered,  one  of  these  carriers, 
to  ieaye  his  load  at  his  house,  and  he  would  pay 
him  for  it ;,  which  the  carrier  refused  to  do,  telling 
him  he  was  the  king's  carrier,  and  his  load  for  his 
majesty's  use,  to  which  Arnpryor  seemed  to  have 
small  regard,  compelling  the  carrier  in  the  end  to 
leave  his  load,  telling  him,  if  king  James  was 
king  of  Scotland,  he  was  king  of  Kippen,  so  that 
it  was  reasonable  he  should  share  with  his  neigh* 
bour  king  in  some  of  these  loads,  so  frequently 
carried  that  road.     The  carrier  representing  thus 
usage,  and  telling  the  story  as  Arnpryor  spoke  it, 
to  some  of  the  king's  servants,  it  came  at  length 
to  lps  majesty's,  ears,  who  shortly  thereafter  with 
9, few  attendants  came  to  visit  bis  neighbour  king, 
who  was.  in  the.  ineaniirae  at  dinner.    King  James 
baring  sent  a  servant  to.  demand  access,  was  de* 
nj&l  the  same  by  a  tall  fellow,  with  a  battle-ax, 
who  stood  poller  at  the  gate,  telling,  there  could 
be  i#>  access  till  dinner  was  over.    This  answer 
noj  satisfying,  the  king,,  he  sent  to  demand  acoesB 
HJW*n4  **»«».  upoA  which  be  was.desiredby  the 
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porter  to  desist,  otherwise  be  would  find  cause  to 
repent  bis  rudeness.  His  majesty  finding  this 
'  method  would  not  do,  desired  the  porter  to  tell 
his  master,  that  the  Good-man  of  Ballageich  de- 
sired to  speak  with  the  king  of  Kippen.  The 
porter  telling  Arnpryor  so  much,  he  in  all  humble 
manner  came  and  received  the  king,  and  having 
entertained  him  with  much  sumptuousness  and 
jollity,  became  so  agreeable  to  king  James,  that 
he  allowed  him  to  fake  so  much  of  any  provi- 
sion he  found  carrying  that  road,  as  he  had  occa- 
sion for ;  and  seeing  he  made  the  first  visit,  de- 
sired Arnpryor  in  a  few  days  to  return  him  a 
second  at  Stirling,  which  he  performed,  and  con- 
tinued in  very  much  favour  with  the  king  always 
thereafter,  being  termed  king  of  Kippen  while  he 
lived. 

Arnpryor  bad  also  the  lands  of  Gartartan,  by 
which  he  was  sometimes  designed,  particularly  he 
k  so  designed  in  a  charter,  in  his  favour,  by  John, 
Commendator  of  Inchmahomo,  of  certain  lands 
called  Hornhaugh.  He  obtained  charter  of  the 
lands  of  Brachern  from  John  M'Nair,  heritor 
thereof,  dated  in  the  year  1530.  There  is  a  cer- 
tain traditional  account,  that  the  lands  of 'Bra- 
chern, after  Arnpryor  obtained  right  thereto,  were 
violently  possessed  by  one  M'Tormad,  captain  of 
a  company  of  outlaws,  who,  with  his  associates,  in 
number  twenty-four,  coming  to  a  tavern  in  Dry- 
men  parish,  at  a  place  called  Chappellairoch; 
Arnpryor  upon  notice  thereof,  came  in  the  night- 
time to  the  tavern,  accompanied  with  some  few 
'horsemen,  and  finding  these  outlaws  overcome 
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with  liquor  and  sleep,  made  fast  the  door  of  the 
house  where  they  lay,  and  then  set  fire  to  it,  all 
therein  being  either  burnt  or  killed.  He  after- 
wards gave  the  lands  of  Braehero,  with  those  of 
Cashly,  to  one  of  his  sons.  This  brave  gentleman, 
with  divers  others  of  bis  name,  being  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Pinky,  in  queen  Mary's  minority,  be  was 
succeeded  by 

Andrew  his  eldest  son,  as  is  clear  by  charter, 
in  his  favour,  and  of  John  Buchanan  his  son  and 
apparent  heir,  of  the  lands  of  Arnpryor, .  dated  in 
the  year  1560.  There  is  also  a  charter,  by  Bar- 
tholomew Bane,  in  favour  of  the  said  Andrew,  of 
the  Milntown  of  Buchlyvie,  dated  in  the  year 
1657.  Andrew  had  two  sons,  John  his  successor, 
and  Walter,  to  whom  his  father  disponed  the. 
Milntown,  or,  as  others  write,  Hiltown  of  Buch- 
lyvie. 

There  is  little  account  to  be  had  of  John,  third 
laird  of  Arnpryor,  or  his  successors  for  two  de- 
scents, upon  account  of  the  loss  of  the  principal 
writes  of  that  family.  The  last  of  these  who  was  in 
possession  of  Arnpryor,  was  John,  who  sold  those 
lands  to  Sir  John,  laird  of  Buchanan,  and  were 
by  him  disponed  to  John  Buchanan  of  Mochastel, 
of  Lenny's  family,  and  grandfather  to  Francis 
Buchanan,  now  of  Arnpryor. 

John  Buchanan,  who  sold  Arnpryor,  having, 
gone  to  Ireland,  was  killed  by  the  Irish  in  the 
year  1641*  He  had  two  sons,  William  and  Da- 
vidj  who  both  died  without  issue.  He  had  also 
three  daughters;  Dorothy,  first  married  to  Robert 
Buchanan,  one  of  king  Charles  I.  his  butlers*  To 
S 
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him  she  tad  two  daughters,  both  married  id  Ire- 
laud*  She  was  afterwards  tamrried  to  colonel 
Hublethorn,  an  Englishman,  governor  of  Water- 
ford.  She  had  to  him  one  son,  captain  Huble- 
thorn, and  some  daughters.  Arapryor's  second 
daughter  was  Alice,  married  to  Cuningham  of 
Trinbeg.  The  third,  Anna,  married  to  Cuning- 
ham of  Finnick. 

This  last  Arnpryor  had  two  brethren;  Mr. 
David,  a  gentleman  of  great  learning,  of  whom  I 
shall  speak  afterwards,  and  captain  William,  a 
gentleman  of  very  much  courage,  and  of  the  great- 
est art  and  dexterity  in  managing  a  sword  of  any 
of  his  time.  He  killed  an  Italian  in  Dublin,  in 
presence  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  arid  other  nobility 
of  that  kingdom ;  the  same  Italian  having  gone 
through  most  nations  in  Europe,  always  having 
had  the  victory  of  all  he  encountered  with.  Cap- 
tain William,  being  one  of  Buchanan's  captains  at 
Enn&keithing,  a  certain  English  officer,  when  the 
two  armies  advanced  near  to  one  another,  stept 
forth,  and  challenged  any  of  the  Scottish  army  to 
exchange  a  few  blows  with  him.  The  challenge 
was  accepted  by  captain  William,  who,  though  a 
very  little  man  of  person,  did  in  a  trice  kill  that 
English  champion.  This  captain  William  resided 
mostly  in  Ireland,  in  which  kingdom  his  progeny 
continued. 

The  first  cadet  of  the  family  of  Arnpryor  was 
Duncan,  second  son  to  John  Buchanan,  first  of 
Arnpryor,  in  whose  favour  his  father  disponed 
the  lands  of  Brachern,  in  Buchanan  parish.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Duncan  his  son,  who  purchased 
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from  James  Drummond  of  Inaerpafray,  the  lands 
of  Cashly  and  Gartinstarry,  as  is  dear  by  char- 
ter of  these  lands  in  his  favour,  dated  in  the  year 
1468.  Duncan's  daughter  and  heiress,  Margaret, 
married  her  cousin  John  Buchanan  of  Hiltown, 
or  Milntown  of  Buchlyvie,  to  whom  she  conveyed 
all  her  father's  interest. 

The  second  cadet  of  the  family  was  Walter, 
second  son  to  Andrew  Buchanan,  the  second  of 
Arnpryor,  to  whom  his  father  disponed  the  Miln- 
town of  Buchlyvie.  His  son  John  married  the 
heiress  of  Cashly  and  Brachern,  as  already  men- 
tioned. He  was  killed  at  the  conflict  of  Glen- 
froon,  betwixt  Luss  and  the  M'Grigors.  He  left 
two  sons,  John  'and  Andrew.  John,  the  second 
of  Buchlyvie  and  Cashly,  sold  the  lands  of  Bra- 
chern to  one  Duncan  M'Pharlan.  This  John 
had  two  sons,  Duncan,  who  sold  the  lands  of 
Cashly,  except  Gartinstarry ;  and  Andrew,  who 
purchased  the  lands  of  Ballachneck.  Duncan 
had  swo  sons,  John,  late  Gartinstarry,  who  had 
two  sons,  James,  now  of  Gartinstarry,  representer 
of  the  family  of  Arnpryor,  and  John,  maltman 
in  Glasgow.  Andrew  of  Ballachneck  had  two 
sons,  John,  father  to  Moses  Buchanan  of  Ballach- 
neck, and  George,  at  present  in  Ballachneck.  An- 
drew, second  brother  to  John,  late  Gartinstarry, 
purchased  the  lands  of  Nenbolg  and  Provanstoun, 
being  designed  by  the  latter.  Andrew,  second 
son  to  John,  first  of  Cashly,  who  went  to  Ireland, 
was  ancestor  to  John,  Andrew,  and  William, 
with  others  residing  near  Dunvigan  in  the  county 
of  Derry.  There  are  also  descended  of  this  farti- 
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ly,  Andrew.  Buchanan,  merchant  in  Borrowstotin- 
ess,  James  Buchanan,  wrigbt  in  Edinburgh,  and 
John  Buchanan,  merchant  in  England,  with  Ro- 
bert Buchanan,  cordiner  in  Glasgow,  and  the  pro- 
geny of  Duncan  Buchanan,  Notar  in  Arnmoir, 
and  others  in  Eippen  parish. 
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THE  estate  of  Drumixill,  with  a  great  many 
other  lancU  in  the  east  parts  of  the  parish  of  Dry- 
men*  (as  far  as  a  traditional  account  may  be  re* 
lied  on,)  did  of  old  belong  to  the  name  of  Arral, 
which  name*  in  the  minority  of  king  David  Bruce, 
having  associated  with  the  enemies  of  their  prince 
and  country,  they,  upon  the  reduction  of  their  acU 
herents,  not  only  continued  obstinate  in  their  re* 
belUon,  hut  ip  further  aggravation  of  their  guilt, 
committed  divers  other  insolencies,  which  in  the 
end  gftve  just  cause  for  their  whole  lands  being 
forfeited,  wd  letters  of  fire  and  sword  being  di- 
rected against  them*      The  execution  of  these 
letters  being  committed  to  the  laird  of  Buchanan, 
he  did,  with  np  small  difficulty  and  bloodshed,, 
bring  the  surviving  remainder  of  these  Arrals  tQ 
ju&ioe.     AmQQg  the  number  of  these  was  Thomas ' 
Arr4  of  DrumikiU,  cQmmQnly  termed  Tans  n& 
3 

Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


210  ACCOUNT  OF  THK 

Dunnach,  or  Thomas  the  mischievous.  The  king 
is  said  to  have  offered  this  gentleman  a  pardon  at 
the  place  of  execution,  which  he  refused,  disdain- 
ing to  live  after  so  many  of  bis  name,  who  had 
lost  their  lives  through  his  influence,  and  in  bis 
quarrel  After  the  subversion  of  these  Arrals, 
Buchanan,  in  reward  of  his  service  against  them, 
obtained  Drumikill,  Easter  and  Wester  Ballats, 
and  spme  other  parts  of  their  lands,  lying  most 
contiguous  to  his  own  estate,  which  the  lairds  of 
Buchanan  retained  in  their  own  hands,  till  the  one- 
half  of  Drumikill,  with  Easter  Ballat,  was  given 
to  Carbeth's  ancestor,  as  the  other  half,  with 
Wester  Ballat,  was  given  to  Drumikill's,  at  the 
times  the  ancestors  of  these  two  families  came  off 
that  of  Buchanan. 

There  is  a  current  tradition,  that  the  laird  of 
Buchanan  gave  the  half  of  the  estate  of  Drumikill, 
with  Wester  Ballat,  and  some  other  lands,  former- 
ly belonging  to  the  Arrals,  to  one  of  his  sons 
long  before  the  ancestor  of  the  present  family  of 
Drumikill  came  off  Buchanan's  family,  and  that 
Thomas,  the  first  of  this  present  race,  for  his  first 
lady  married  the  heiress  of  the  principal  person 
of  the  old  family.  And  that  which  favours  some- 
what this  account  is,  that  the  ancestors  of  the 
Buchanans  of  Drumhead  and  Wester  Ballat,  though 
always  reputed  cadets  of  Drumikill,  can  produce 
some  evidents  of  their  lands  of  a  date  not  long 
posterior  to  the  most  ancient  now  in  custody  of 
Drumikill.  But  having  found  no  document  either 
among  the  late  Buchanan's  or  DrumikilPs  eviden- 
ces that  can  in  any  measure  clear  this  allegation, 
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I  must  leave  it  undetermined,  though  it  be  no 
way  improbable,  if  there  had  been  any  such  evi- 
dences, the  same  might  by  some  contingency  or 
other  be  lost,  as  are  a  great  many  of  these  of  Buch- 
anan, and  the  whole  of  baron  MacAuslan's  most 
ancient  writes.     However  this  be, 

The  first  of  the  present  family  of  Drumikill, 
that  is  recorded  by  the  genealogical  tree  of  Buch- 
anan, and  evidences  of  Drumikill,  is  Thomas 
Buchanan,  son  to  Patrick,  first  of  that  name 
laird  of  Buchanan,  and  of  Galbraith,  heiress  of 
Killearn,  Bamoir,  and  Auchinreoch,  his  lady. 
The  first  documents  relating  to  this  Thomas,  is  a 
disposition  to  him,  by  Finnoyse  MacAulay,  heiress 
of  a  little  tenement  in  Drymen,  called  Croftewer ; 
in  which  disposition  he  is  designed,  An  honoura- 
ble person,  Thomas  Buchanan,  brother-german  to 
Walter  Buchanan  of  that  ilk  ;  the  said  disposition 
being  dated  in  the  year  1482.  There  is  a  resig- 
nation by  John  Blair  of  Adamtoun,  in  the  hands 
of  William,  lord  Graham,  of  the  lands  of  Middle 
Ledlewan,  now  Moss,  for  new  infeftmerit  to  be 
given  of  these  lands  to  Thomas  Buchanan  of  Bal- 
leun,  brother-german  to  Walter  Buchanan  of  that 
ilk,  dated  in  the  year  1484.  Procurators  to  the 
resignation  are  Walter  Buchanan  of  that  ilk,  Pa- 
trick Colchoun  of  Glyn,  and  John  Nenbolg  of  that 
ilk.  There  is  a  charter  also  of  Balleun,  by  Wal- 
ter, laird  of  Buchanan,  in  favour  of  this  Thomas, 
some  little  time  before  this  of  Moss,  in  the  same 
year.  There  is  also  charter  by  Matthew,  earl  of 
Lennox,  in  favour  of  this  Thomas,  designed  of 
Balleun,  of  that  part  of  the  half-lands  of  Drurai- 
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kill  not  formerly  disponed,  called  Browster-croft, 
of  date  149L    The  same  Thomas  grants  charter 
of  the  half-Jaada  of  Drumikill  to  Robert  Buchanan 
b|s  son  in  fee,  with  reservation  of  his  own,  and 
Geils  Cuninghaio,  his  spouse's  life-rents,  dated 
in  the  year  1495.    This  Thomas^  upon  the  death 
of  Thomas  Buchanan  of  Carbeth,  his  uncle,  ob- 
tained the  lands  Gartincaber,  which  he  and  bis 
successors  retained  possession  of  until  Carbeth 
sold  his  half  of  Drumikill,  to  the  proprietor  of  the 
other  half  of  that  estate,  upon  which  occasion 
Carbeth  re-obtained  the  beneficial  tack  of  Gartin-* 
caber,  of  which  a  cadet  of  bis  family  is  now  in 
possession.     And  this  seems  to  be  the  ground  of 
the  error  into  which  some  have  run,  concerning 
the  ancestors  of  these  two  families  being  the  same, 
in  regard  two  Thomases,  whose  age  differed  so 
little,  were  proprietors  of  Gartincaber,  and  some- 
times designed  thereby.     Thomas  Buchanan  of 
Carbeth's  resignation  of  the  half-lands  of  Drumi- 
kill, in  the  hands  of  James  Halden  of  Glenegets* 
superior  thereof,  and  Glenegeis's  confirmation  of 
these  lands  in  favour  of  Robert  Buchanan,  are 
dated  in  the  year  1565.    Thomas  Buchanan  first 
of  Drumikill  was  married  to  Geils  Cuningbam, 
daughter  to  Cuningbam  of  Drumquhassil ;  and 
by  her  as  far  as  <*n  be  collected,  he  had  four  sons, 
thpt  came  to  ogQ ;  Robert  his  successor,  Thomas, 
afterwards  of  Moss,  William  of  Battirrich,  now 
Drumhead,  a$4  John  of  Drumdasji,  afterwards 
of  Caipocbpill  and  Wester  Ballat. 

To  Thomas  first  of  Drumikill  succeeded  his 
son  Robert,  .as  is  evident  by  the  charters  in  his 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


FAMILY  OF  DRUMIKILL.  213 

favour  of  the  lands  of  Drumikill ;  as  also  by  char- 
ter in  his  favour  of  Spittel  of  Finnick,  with  boat 
and  boatland  of  Catter,  by  Matthew,  earl  of  Leu* 
nox,  dated  at  the  earl's  ancient  mansion-house  of 
Middle  Catter,  in  the  year  1505.  This  Robert 
was  married  to  Margaret  Hay,  of  what  family  not 
mentioned,  and  by  her  had  two  sons,  Thomas  his 
eldest,  who,  by  any  thing  can  be  found,  was  mar- 
ried to  Logy  of  that  ilk's  daughter.  This  Thomas 
was  not  entered  to  any  of  his  father's  estate,  hav- 
ing died  young,  and  long  before  his  father,  he  be- 
ing only  mentioned  as  procurator  in  a  seasin  of 
Robert  his  father,  by  designation  of  Thomas  Buch- 
anan, primogenitus,  or  eldest  son  of  Robert  Buch- 
anan of  Drumikill.  Robert's  second  son  was 
John,  ancestor  of  Buchanan  in  Wester  Cameron. 
Thomas,  last-mentioned,  left  two  sons,  Robert 
and  Walter. 

Robert,  eldest  son  to  the  said  Thomas,  was 
served  heir  to  his  grandfather,  Robert  Buchanan 
of  Drumikill,  by  designation  of  his  nephew,  and 
apparent  heir,  in  the  year  1518.  He  died  unmar- 
ried, at  least  without  issue,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  brother  Walter,  as  testifies  a  precept  of  Clare 
Constat  and  charter  thereon,  in  favour  of  him, 
and  Janet  Buchanan  his  spouse,  in  life-rent,  and 
Thomas  Buchanan,  their  son,  in  fee  of  the  lands 
of  Drumikill,  dated  1536.  I  find  this  Walter 
mentioned  in  a  bond  of  an  hundred  merks  due  to 
John  Lennox  of  Branshogle,  by  Graham  of  Fin- 
try,  Cuningham  of  Glengarnock,  and  Galbraith 
of  Balgair,  principals,  earl  of  Glencairn,  Cun- 
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ingham  of  Drumqubassil,  and  Walter  Buchan- 
an of  Drumikill,  cautioners,  all  in  one  bond,  and 
subscribed  by  two  nottars,  in  regard  none  of  all 
the  principals  or  cautioners  could  write,  except 
Fintry  and  Drumikill.  This  bond  was  dated  in 
the  year  1537,  which  being  in  the  time  when  po- 
pery prevailed  in  this  nation,  and  a  consummate 
ignorance  of  all  manner  of  learning,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  so  many  laicks  should  not  be 
able  to  write,  when  I  have  even  heard  from  a  gen- 
tleman of  very  good  repute,  that  he  had  perused 
a  write  of  date  near  that  time,,  in  which  two  of  the 
monks  of  Paisly  were  inserted  witnesses,  for  whom 
the  nottar  was  obliged  to  sign,  in  regard  these  two 
clergymen  were  ignorant  of  letters.  Walter  Buch- 
anan of  Drumikill  was  first  married  to  Janet  Buchr 
99a$,  daughter  to  Walter  Buchanan  of  Spittel, 
by  whom  he  had  Thomas  his  successor.  He  had 
for  second  lady  a  daughter  of  Kinross  of  Kip- 
penross,  and  had  by  her  William,  afterward  of 
Boss. 

To  Walter,  succeeded  his  son  Thomas*  aa  is 
cleajfj  by  the  charter  already  mentioned,  with  di- 
vers others.  He  was  first  married  to  Logan  of 
Batvey's  daughter ;  secondly,  to  Stirling  of  Glor* 
aCadaughter,  Of  these  marriages  he  had  three  sons, 
William,  his  successor  ;  Walter  of  Conochra  ;  and 
James  who  went  to  Ireland. 

Thomas  was  succeeded  by  his  son  William* 
who  married  Semple  of  Fulwood's  daughter,  by 
whom  be  bad  three  sons,  Walter  his  successor  ; 
Thomas  aod  George ;  which  last  two  went  to  Ire* 
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land,  where  diveiis  of  tbetr  progeny  live  in  good 
cittmttisfeuicefl.  He  had  also  one  daughter,  mar- 
ried to  Kineaid  of  Auchinreocb. 

Walter,  succeeded  \m  father  William,  and  was 
married  to  HaaOtoa  of  Kiftglassy's  daughter*  By 
her  he  had  two  sons,  William,  first  of  Cragievairn ; 
and  Dugal  of  Gartincaber. 

To  Walter >  succeeded  his  son  William,  who 
was  married  to  Cuningham  of  Boquban's  daughter. 
He  had  with  her  three  sons,  John,  William  and 
Walter.  The  two  last  left  no  issue.  This  William 
sold  the  estate  of  Druraikill,  to  his  cousin,  Captain 
William  Buchanan,  second  son  to  William  Buchan- 
an, first  of  Rosft*  and  afterward  purchased  from  my 
lord  Napier,  the  lands  of  Craigievairn,  by  which  he 
and  his  successors  were  afterwards  designed* 

To  William,  first  designed  Craigievairn,  succeed- 
ed his  son  John,  who  married  Cuningham  of  Trin- 
beg's  daughter,  and  had  by  her  one  son,  William, 
his  successor;  and  one  daughter,  married  to  lieu* 
tenant  James  Hamilton,  brother  to  Hamilton  of 
Bardowie. 

William,  present  Cragievairn,  married  Hamilton 
of  Bardowie's  daughter,  and  hath  by  her  a  numer- 
ous issue. 

The  first  cadet  of  the  family  of  Bramikill,  was 
Thomas  Buchanan,  second  son  to  Thomas  Buch- 
atoan,  first  of  Drumikill*  who  obtained  the  lands  of 
Moss.  He  married  Agnes  Herriot,  daughter  to 
Herriot  of  Trabrown,  and  had  by  her  three  sons. 
Of  these  wps  Patrick,  sent  to  the  king  of  Denmark 
to  require  that  Hepburn,  earl  of  Bothwel,  then 
prisoner  in  that  kingdom*  should  be  sent  to  Scat- 
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land  in  order  to  be  punished  for  Daralie's  murder. 
This  Patrick  had  no  male  issue ;  so  that  the  Moss, 
by  virtue  of  some  certain  clause  in  his  father  Par 
trick's  charter  of  the  same,  returned  to  the  laird  of 
Drumikill,  or  was  purchased  by  him*  Thomas  of 
Moss's  other  two  sons,  were  Alexander  Buchanan 
of  Ibert,  and  the  great  Mr.  George  Buchanan. 

There  are  some  of  opinion,  that  Patrick,  Alexan- 
der, and  Mr.  George  were  sons  of  Thomas,  eldest 
son  of  Robert,  second  Drumikill.    But  this  suppo- 
sition is  clearly  overthrown  by  a  charter  among 
DrumikilPs  evidences  lately  perused  by  me,  which 
had  escaped  me  upon  my  first  perusal  of  them, 
being  a  charter  of  William,  earl  of  Montrose,  to 
Thomas    Buchanan,    brother-german   to  Robert 
Buchanan  of  Drumikill,  as  nearest  heir  to  Thomas 
Buchanan,  his  pupillus,  that  is,  as  I  take  it,  his  ne- 
phew, or  brother's  son,  of  the  lands  of  Moss.     So 
that  the  Moss  being  then  the  appenage,  or  second 
son's  portion  of  the  family  of  Drumikill ;  and  this 
Thomas,  being  the  only  second  son  existing  at  that 
time,  obtained  these  lands,  at  least  during  his  own 
lifetime,  as  the  custom  of  such  lands  was  then,  and 
for  a  long  time  thereafter.     For  further  illustration 
of  this  matter,  I  have  seen  in  the  hands  of  George 
Buchanan  of  Bellachruin,  lineal  successor  of  Alex- 
ander Buchanan  of  Ibert,  and  consequently  repre- 
sentor of  the  family  of  Moss,  a  discharge  by  Wal- 
ter Buchanan  of  Drumikill,  to  Alexander  Buchan- 
an of  Ibert,  his  cousin,  and  eram,  discharging  his 
intromission  for  some  years,  with  the  rents  of  apart 
of  the  estate  of  Drumikill.    Which  Walter,  by  au- 
thentic documents  already  mentioned,  is  found  to 
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be  son  to  Thomas,  younger  of  Drumikill,  apd 
grandchild  to  Robert.  And  Alexander  of  Ibert, 
by  the  evidences  of  Gartcalderland,  and  others,  is 
known  to  be  son  to  Buchanan  of  Moss,  and  brother 
to  Mr.  George.  Whereas  if  he,  and  Mr.  George 
had  been  sons  to  Thomas,  younger  of  Drumikill, 
they  had  undoubtedly  been  designed  brethren  to 
Walter  of  Drumikill,  granter  of  the  said  discharge : 
and  the  term  of  cousin  and  emm,  had  been  utterly 
unsuitable  and  nonsensical ;  the  word  emm,  impor- 
ting an  uncle,  or  granduncle's  son,  which  was  the 
real  relation  of  these  two  gentlemen  to  the  said 
Walter  Buchanan  of  Drumikill. 

Thomas  of  Moss's  second  son,  was  Alexander 
Buchanan  of  Ibert,  who  had  two  sons,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  was  Mr.  Thomas  Buchanan,  as  is  clear  by 
charter  of  Ibert  in  his  favour,  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Archibald,  Vicar  of  Dry  men,  of  date  1567  years. 
He  became  lord  privy-seal,  upon  demission  of  that 
office  by  his  uncle,  Mr.  .George.  He  married  a 
daughter  of  the  second  marriage,  of  John,  laird  of 
Buchanan ;  by  whom  he  had  two  daughters,  the 
eldest  married  to  Patrick  Buchanan  of  Auchmar, 
the  second  to  Captain  Henry  Cuningham.  John, 
second  son  to  Alexander  of  Ibert,  acquired  the 
lands  of  Ballachruin,  being  ancestor  to  George  Bu- 
chanan of  Ballachruin,  whose  brethren  were  Moses 
Buchanan,  Merchant;  and  Arthur,  Wright  in 
Glasgow;  and  William,  who  left  one  son  George, 
who  went  abroad.  There  are  also  descended  of  this 
family,  Buchanan,  lately  of  Harperstoun ;  Buch- 
anan, porttoner  of  Clober,  with  some  others. 

Thomas  of  Moss's  third  son,  was  the  said  Mr. 
T 
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Geobgb  Buchanan  ;  of  whom  being  an  honour  to 
our  name  and  nation,  I  shall  give  k  terge  account 
after  having  finished  my  account  of  the  family  of 
Drumikill. 

The  next  cadet  of  the  family  of  Drumikill,  to 
that  of  Moss,  was  William  Buchanan  of  Baturrich, 
third  son  to  Thomas  Buchanan  of  DrumikilL  The 
first  lands  obtained  after  be  came  off  that  family, 
were  those  of  Meikle  Baturrich  in  Kilinaronock 
parish.  He  married  one  of  the  name  of  M'Aulay, 
Heiress  of  Blairhenachan,  now  Drumhead,  in  the 
parish  of  Cardross,  and  shire  of  Dunbarton ;  as  ap- 
pears by  charter  in  favour  of  the  said  William  Bu- 
chanan* dated  in  the  year  1530.  The  genealogical 
tree  of  the  family  of  Buchanan,  asserts  this  William 
to  have  been  married  to  Arncaple's  daughter ;  but 
it  seems  this  M'Aulay  of  Blairhenachan,  whose 
heiress  he  married,  was  a  son  of  the  family  of  Arn- 
caple,  so  that  the  error  is  not  very  considerable. 
William  first  of  Blairhanachan's  successor,  was  Ro- 
bert, who  obtained  a  charter  of  these  lands  from 
Alexander  M(AuIay  of  Arncaple,  dated  in  the  year 
1552.  This  Robert  made  an  excambidfe  with  Hal- 
dan  of  Glenegeis,  of  the  lands  of  Baturrich,  with 
those  of  Blairwhoish,  in  possession  of  which  Drum- 
head continues.  Robert  above-mentioned,  had 
three  sons,  Robert,  his  successor ;  Mungo,  first  of 
Tullichewn ;  and  John,  or  as  others  say  with  no  less 
probability,  Thomas,  first  of  Drumfad* 

Robert,  second  Blairhenachan,  was  succeeded  by 
his  son  of  the  same  name,  who  had  two  sons, 
Archibald  his  successor,  and  Robert,  who  went  to 
Ireland,  and  resided  in  Glenmaqueen  in  the  coun- 
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ty  of  Derry.  He  had  two  sons,  Archibald  and 
George.  Archibald,  the  eldest  of  these  sons,  mar- 
ried bis  cousin-german,  heiress  of  Blairhenachan, 
the  title  of  which  he  changed  into  that  of  Drum- 
head, yet  retained.  He  was  father  to  Archibald, 
now  of  Drumhead,  who  is  married  to  Anderson 
of  jBtohcross's  daughter,  by  whom  he  hath  three 
sons  and  two  daughters.  His  eldest  son,  Archi- 
bald Buchanan,  younger  of  Drumhead,  is  married 
to  Gilbert  Buchanan  of  BankeTs  daughter.  James 
and  George,  his  other  two  sons,  both  merchants  in 
Glasgow,  are  unmarried.  His  eldest  daughter  is 
married  to  Robert  Buchanan,  writer  in  Glasgow. 
His  other  daughter  is  unmarried.  Drumhead  had 
two  sisters,  the  eldest  married  to  Napier  of  Balli- 
kinrai  i,  the  youngest  to  Buchanan  of  Balfunning, 
The  first  cadet  of  Drumhead's  family,  is  Buch- 
anan of  TulHchewn.  Mungo  Buchanan,  second 
son  to  Robert,  second  Blairhenachan,  who  purchas- 
ed the  Spittels  of  Creitingaws,  from  the  Dennis- 
touns,  coheiresses  of  these  Spittels  ;  the  one  part 
thereof  from  the  one  of  these,  with  consent  of  Tho- 
mas Buchanan,  her  husband,  who  seems  to  be  bro- 
ther to  the  said  Mungo,  in  the  year  1603;  the 
other  half  of  these  Spittels  from  the  other  heir- 
ess, in  the  year  1605.  In  which  year,  he  got  char- 
ter of  confirmation  of  the  Spittels,  from  James  Den- 
niestoun  of  Colgrain,  superior  thereof.  Mungo's 
successor  was  Robert,  who  obtained  first  a  tack,  and 
after  a  feu-charter,  from  Lodowick,  Duke  of  Len- 
nox, of  the  lands  of  meikle  Tullichewn.  This  Ro- 
bert had  two  sons,  Robert,  his  successor ;  and  Wil- 
liam* who  acquired  Stuckrodger.  Robert  of  TuU 
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lichewn  had  one  son,  Mungo,  who  had  four  sons, 
Robert,  his  successor;  James,  who  acquired  a  part 
of  little  Tullichewn,  and  had  issue ;  Mungo,  Writ- 
er in  Edinburgh,  who  purchased  Hiltoun  and 
Auchintorly,  and  left  issue ;  and  William,  now  in 
Tullichewn. 

Thomas,  youngest  brother  of  Mungo,  first  of 
Tullichewn,  and  third  son  to  Robert,  second  Blur- 
henachan,  acquired  a  feu,  or  wedset-right,  of  the 
lands  of  meikle  Drumfad  in  Glenfroon.  His  son 
was  called  John,  designed  of  Drumfad;  which 
lands  this  John,  or  rather  his  son  of  the  same  name, 
sold,  being  ancestor  to  John  Buchanan  of  Catter- 
miln  in  the  parish  of  Kilmaronock,  and  others. 

There  are  also  divers  of  the  family  of  Drumhead 
besides  these  mentioned,  who  reside  in  the  parishes 
of  Dunbarton  and  Bonneil.  William  of  Stuckrod- 
ger,  above-named,  had  one  son,  William,  who 
mostly  resided  at  St  Ninians,  who  had  two  sons, 
William,  who  left  one  son ;  and  James,  who  went 
abroad. 

The  next  cadet  of  Drumhead's  family,  was 
Walteb,  ordinarily  termed  Walter  in  Drymen, 
because  he  resided  the  most  part  of  his  time  in  that 
village.  Having  no  manner  of  document,  to  testify 
the  time  and  manner  of  the  descent  of  this  Walter, 
off  that  of  Drumhead,  I  must  leave  the  same  unde- 
termined, though  he  is  always  reputed,  as  also  own- 
ed by  his  progeny  to  be  a  cadet  of  the  said  family. 
This  Walter  had  two  sons,  John  and  Walter,  both 
notars.  John  had  three  sons,  Walter  the  eldest, 
for  whom  he  purchased  the  lands  of  Moss,  being 
grandfather  to  the  present  Walter  Buchanan  of 
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Moss,  and  father  to  John  Buchanan  of  Carstoun. 
John,  the  notar*s  second  son  was  John,  grandfather 
to  Archibald  Buchanan  of  Balfunning,  and  father 
to  John  Buchanan  of  little  Croy.  His  third  son 
was  William,  who  had  one  son,  who  never  married. 
Walter  in  Drymen's  second  son,  Walter,  went  to 
Argyllshire,  and  settled  in  Melfort  in  that  shire,  in 
which,  and  Lismore,  divers  of  his  race  continue  yet. 
Some  others  came  thence,  and  settled  in  Drymen 
parish  and  other  places. 

.  The  last  cadet  of  the  family  of  Drumhead,  is 
Gboege,  the  present  Drumhead's  uncle.  He  re- 
sided the  most  of  his  time  near  Bapho,  in  the 
county  of  Derry  in  Ireland.  He  purchased  a  pret- 
ty good  interest  in  that  kingdom.  He  was  a  gen- 
tleman of  a  very  good  character,  and  very  much 
esteemed  in  that  place.  He  had  two  sons,  the 
eldest  succeeded  to  his  interest,  the  youngest  was  a 
clergyman. 

The  third  cadet  of  the  family  of  Drumikill,  was 
John,  fourth  son  to  Thomas,  first  of  Drumikill, 
who  for  patrimony,  got  a  beneficial  tack  of  Drum- 
dash  in  Drymen  parish.  He  was  killed  by  the 
Buchanans  of  Cashill,  and  succeeded  by  his  son 
Walter,  who  sold  Drumdash,  and  obtained  a  tack 
of  Caraochoil,  and  purchased  the  Spittel  of  Wester 
Ballat,  from  the  M'Convels,  heiresses  thereof, 
about  the  year  1552.  He  also  got  a  grasoum  tack  of 
Wester  Ballat.  He  had  two  sons  John  and  Duncan, 
John,  his  eldest  son,  had  no  male  issue,  the  bene* 
ficial  tack  of  Camochoil,  by  that  means  fell  to  his 
daughters.  The  eldest  of  these  being  married  to 
one  Blair,  conveyed  with  her  the  Camochoil,  beiijg 
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ancestor  to  Blair  now  of  Camochoil.  John's  brother 
obtained  the  heritage  of  the  Spittels,  with  taek  of 
Wester  Ballat  I  find  fhis  John  last  mentioned, 
inserted  witness  in  a  brieve,  directed  to  Patrick  de 
Buchanan,  sheriff  of  Stirling,  for  infefting  of  Ro- 
brt  eBuchanan,  nephew  and  heir  to  Robert  Buch- 
anan of  Drumikill.  Duncan  the  said  John's  brother, 
was  ancestor  to  Patrick  Buchanan  of  Wester  Bal- 
lat, who  had  three  sons,  John,  the  eldest,  who  had 
issue;  Mr.  Thomas,  writer  in  Edinburgh;  and 
Duncan,  merchant  in  London.  Of  this  family  is 
descended,  John  Buchanan,  in  Hiltoun  of  Buchly- 
vie ;  Patrick  Buchanan  Merchant  at  Kippen  kirk, 
with  some  others  in  these  parts.  There  afe  also 
divers  of  this  family  in  the  counties  of  Antrim 
and  Down,  in  Ireland. 

The  fourth  cadet  of  the  family  pf  Drumikill,  was 
John  of  Cameron,  second  son  to  Robert,  second  of 
Drumikill.  He  was  married  to  Denniestoun  of 
Auchindinnan's  daughter.  He  obtained  the  lands 
of  Wester  Cameron  in  tack  $  his  son  having  after- 
wards purchased  the  same  in  heritage,  which  was 
sold  by  Walter,  grandfather  to  the  present  William 
in  Cameron,  to  Drumikill.  There  are  few,  or  none 
of  this  family  remaining,  except  William,  now  in 
Cameron,  who  hath  three  sons,  Walter,  William 
and  John,  all  married.  William  had  a  brother 
called  George,  who  went  abroad. 

There  was  one  Angus  Buchanan  of  Pinnickten- 
ent,  reputed  a  cadet  of  Drumikill,  and  if  so,  behov- 
ed to  be  a  third  son  of  Robert,  second  laird  of 
Drumikill.  The  last  of  that  family  went  to  Ireland, 
more  than  an  age  ago.     There  being  no  account 
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whether  any  of  that  race  be  remaining  in  that 
kingdom  or  not,  there  is  no  great  occasion  to  in- 
sist too  much-  upon  the  descent  of  the  same. 

The  fifth  cadet  of  Drum  i  kill,  was  William  Bu- 
chanan of  Boss,  second  son  to  Walter,  fourth 
laird  of  Drumikill,  his  mother  being  Kinross  of 
Kippenross's  daughter.    He  married  John  Buch- 
anan in  Gartincaber's  daughter,  by  whom  he  had 
three  sons,  John,  his  successor ;  Captain  William, 
and  George ;  also  three  daughters,  the  eldest  mar- 
ried to  Cuningham  of  Trinbeg,  the  second  to  Buch- 
anan of  Auchmar,  the  third  to  Buchanan  of  Car- 
beth.     He  purchased  the  lands  of  Boss  from  the 
earl  of  Glencairn,  and  was  succeeded  by  John  his 
son,  who  was  thrice  married,  first  to  Cuningham 
of  DrumquhassiFs  daughter,  and  had  by  her,  one 
son,  and  two  daughters.     The  eldest  of  these 
daughters  was  married  to  Andrew,  laird  of  M'Phar- 
lau,  being  mother  to  the  late  John,  laird    of 
M'Pharlan,    The  other  daughter  was  married  to 
Bobert  Taylor  of  Mansfield,  and  had  issue.    John 
of  Boss  was  secondly  married  to  Crawford  of  Kil- 
birnie's  daughter,  relict  to  Lindsay  of  Balquhua- 
rage.    He  had  with  her  one  son,  William,  second 
laird  of  Drumikill  of  that  race,  and  one  daughter 
married  to  Edward  Buchanan  of  Spittel.     He  had 
for  third  lady,  Anna  Bickertoun,  with  whom  he 
had  issue. 

Captain  William,  second  son  to  William  first 
of  Boss,  was  thrice  married,  but  had' no  issue. 
He  purchased  the  estate  of  Drumikill  from  his 
cousin  William,  eighth  laird  thereof;  and  because 
he  had  no  issue  of  his  own,  disponed  that  estate 
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to  his  nephew  William .  Buchanan,  second  sen  to 
John  of  Ross,  the  captain's  eldest  brother* 
,  .This  William  of  Drumikill  married  a  daughter 
of  MacAulay  of  Arncaple,  and  had  by  her  three 
sons,  William,  who  died  unmarried,  Archibald, 
now  of  Drumikill,  and  George,  who  had  no  issue, 
also  one  daughter,  married  to  lieutenant  William 
Bontein,  brother  to  the  laird  of  Airdoch,  who  had 
issue.  Archibald,  present  Drumikill,  married  Jean 
Buchanan,  heiress  of  Boss,  daughter  of  James 
Buchanan  of  Boss  his  uncle,  and  of  Margaret 
Stirling,  daughter  to  Stirling  of  Law.  With  her 
he  had  four  sons  and  four  daughters ;  George,  third 
son  to  William  first  of  Ross,  was  killed  ki  the 
year  1645,  having  no  issue. 

The  sixth  cadet  of  the  family  of  Drumikill  was 
Walter  of  Conachra  in  Drymen  parish,  second 
son  to  Thomas,  third  of  that  name,  and  fifth  laird 
of  Drumikill.  There  are  none  of  his  male  issue 
living  except  Thomas  Buchanan  of  Kirkhouse  of 
Strablane,  and  his  children.  The  said  Walter 
had  one  daughter,  married  to  John  Govean  in 
Drymen,  being  mother  to  William  Govean  of 
Drumquhassil.  The  said  Thomas  had  a  third 
son,  James,  who  went  to  Ireland. 

The  seventh  cadet  of  Drumikill  was  Thomas, 
second  son  to  William,  sixth  laird  of  Drumikill. 
He,  with  his  brother  George,  went  to  Ireland, 
where  their  progeny  reside. 

The  last  cadet  of  that  family  was  Dugal  Buch- 
anan, second  son  to  Walter,  seventh  laird  of 
Drumikill,  and  brother  to  William,  last  of  that 
race  of  Drumikill,  and  first  of  Craigievairn.     This 
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Dugal  acquired  Lower  Gartincaber  in  Buchanan 
parish  :  he  was  twice  married,  having  of  the  first 
marriage  John  Buchanan,  writer  in  Edinburgh, 
of  the  second  marriage  Thomas  Buchanan,  perri- 
wig-maker  in  Glasgow. 

The  old  family,  of  Drumikill  of  which  William 
Buchanan,  now  of  Craigievairn,  is  representor,  by 
any  information  I  can  obtain,  for  armorial  bearing 
carries  the  bearing  of  Buchanan ;  and  for  distinc- 
tion, a  battle-ax  in  the  lion's  dexter  paw,  pointing 
towards  the  chief  proper,  with  helmet  in  crest, 
suiting  his  quality.  The  motto,  Prosecute  or 
Perish. 

The  present  Buchanan  of  Drumikill  bears  Buch- 
anan ;  and  for  distinction,  in  the  lion's  dexter  paw, 
a  man's  heart  proper;  Us  crest,  a  dexter  hand 
holding  a  sword.     Motto,  God  with  my  right. 

Buchanan  of  Drumhead,  a  cadet  of  the  old  fami- 
ly of  Drumikill,  bears  Buchanan ;  for  distinction, 
a  bent  bow  in  the  lion's  sinister  paw,  and  an  arrow 
ill  his  dexter :  for  crest,  a  sinister  hand  holding  a 
bent  bow.    His  motto,  ParJU  Fortuna  Labori. 
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MR.  GEORGE  BUCHANAN. 


HAVING  finished  my  account  of  the  family  of 
Druraikill,  I  return,  according  to  promise,  to  give 
some  memoirs  of  the  famous  Mr.  Geohoe  Buch- 
anan, who  brought  such  a  mighty  accession  of 
honour  both  to  his  name  and  country.  It  agrees 
not  with  my  design  to  give  a  complete  history  of 
this  great  man ;  for  that  would  be  to  give  a  history 
of  Scotland  during  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  in 
the  affair*  whereof  he  bore  so  considerable  a  part. 
He  was  born,  as  he  himself  informs  us,  in  the 
year  1506.  The  death  of  his  father,  and  the 
breaking  of  his  grandfather,  brought  the  family 
under  very  great  difficulties.  His  mother  being 
left  a  widow  with  eight  children,  did  all  she  could 
for  their  education,  though  under  the  greatest  dis- 
couragements. But  it  was  George's  peculiar  good 
fortune  to  be  taken  notice  of  by  a  brother  of  his 
mother's,  who  finding. him  extremely  capable  of 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


ACCOUNT  OF  ME.  GSOftOS  BUCHANAN*       £2Y 

learning,  sent  him  to  Paris ;  from  whence,  after 
about  two  years'  stay,  he  was  obliged  to  return, 
by  reason  of  his  narrow  circumstances,  and  want 
of  health.    After  his  recovery  he  became  a  voltm* 
teer  in  the  French  troops  then  In  Scotland,  but 
soon  falling  sick  again,  went  to  St.  Andrews,  and 
studied  logic  under  the  celebrated  John  Major*  • 
He  followed  him  to  Pranoe  the  same  year,  and 
after  having  stayed  at  Paris  two  years,  struggling 
with  his  misfortunes,  he  was  called  to  teach  gram- 
mar in  the  college  of  St.  Barbara*     This  he  did 
for  three  years-    He  was  brought  back  into  Scot- 
land by  a  young  nobleman,  the  earl  of  Cassils, 
who  had  kept  him  with  him  five  years  in  Paris. 
He  intended  to  have  returned  again  into  France, 
but  was  prevented  by  the  king's  appointing  him 
governor  to  his  natural  son,  the  earl  of  Murray. 
He  had  some  time  before  this  wrote  a  poem,4rhich 
enraged  the  whole  fraternity  of  Cordeliers  against 
him,  and  raised  him  many  enemies,  with  whose 
reproaches  he  was  so  touched,  that  he  began  from  - 
thenceforward  to  listen  more  than  ever  to  the 
teachers  of  the  Reformation.    About  this  time  the 
king  returning  from  France,  made  the  clergy  very 
uneasy,  they  being  apprehensive,  that  queen  Mag- 
dalen whom  he  brought  along  with  him,  had  hn* 
bibed  the  new  opinions  from  her  aunt  the  queen 
of  Navarre.    But  the  death  of  that  princess  soon 
dispelled  their  fears.     Sometime  after  a  plot  was 
discovered  against  the  king,  who  upon  this  found 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  Cordeliers  had  not  dis- 
charged their  duty  to  him.     He  therefore  com* 
manded  Buchanan  to  write  some  verses.    Buchan- 
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an  obeyed  without  any  reluctance,  but  kept  within 
bounds,  and  made  use  of  ambiguous  expressions. 
The  king  not  pleased  with  those  verses,  commanded 
him  to  write  sharper,  which  was  accordingly  done 
in  th£  famous  Sylva,  which  is  called  Franciscanus. 
Cardinal  Beton  hereupon  plotted  his  ruin,  and 
even  proceeded  so  far  as  to  get  him  thrown  into 
prison,  from  whence  he  escaped  by  his  ingenuity, 
and  fled  into  England*  But  matters  being  in  such 
confusion  there,  that  one  day  the  Lutherans  were 
burnt,  and  the  next  day  the  papists,  he  thought 
fit  to  retire  again  into  France ;  and  for  fear  car- 
*  dinal  Beton,  who  was  then  ambassador  at  that 
court,  should  play  him  some  trick,  he  privately 
withdrew  from  Paris,  and  went  to  Bourdeaux, 
whither  Andrew  Goveanus,  a  learned  Portuguese, 
invited  him.  He  taught  three  years  there,  though 
not  without  some  dread  of  the  Cordeliers  and  car- 
dinal Beton,  which  last  had  written  to  the  arch* 
bishop  of  Bourdeaux  to  secute  him ;  but  that  pre- 
late was  so  kind  as  to  discover  the  matter  to  some 
of  Buchanan's  intimate  friends.  After  this  he  fol- 
lowed Goveanus*  into  Portugal,  who  had  orders 
from  the  king  his  master  to  bring  him  a  certain 
number  of  persons  fit  to  teach  philosophy  and 
literature  in  the  new  university  he  had  founded 
at  Conimbria.  All  went  wellas  long  as  Goveanus 
lived,  but  he  dying  soon  after,  the  learned  men 
who  followed  him,  particularly  Buchanan,  were 
vested  all  manner  of  ways.  They  ript  up  his 
poem  against  the  Cordeliers,  and  reproached  him 
with  eating  flesh  in  Lent,  though  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  country.     It  was  also  pretended, 
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that  in  Ins 'discourse  he  had  discovered  some  dts- 
grotttt  the  dttholic  religion.  He  was  thus  plagued 
with  them  for  above  a  year  together,  till  at  hist, 
for  fear  of  discovering  that  they  had  unjustly  har- 
rti&ed'a  man  of  reputation,  they  confined  him  for 
9dme<ffidnth$  to  a  monastery,  in  order  to  be  better 
instructed.  It  was  there  he  undertook  his  admir- 
ed paraphrase  of  the  Psalms,  which  has  been  since 
prised  at  Such  an  inestimable  rate  by  the  learned 
w&rM.  Saving  obtained  'his  liberty,  he  past  into 
England,  tout  quickly  returned  to  France.  Some 
years  after  he  entered  into  the  service  of  mareschal 
de  Brissac,  and  was  tutor  to  his  son  Timoleon  de 
C6s8e,  to  whom  he  has  inscribed  his  incomparable 
pdem  De  Sphaera.  The  mareschal  then  command- 
ed. <he  French  army  in  Piedmont.  Buchanan  con* 
titiCled  five  ^fearfc  in  that  employment,  sometimes 
in  Italy,  and  sometimes  in  France.  He  quitted 
it  'in  1560.  Returning  into  Scotland  after  the  die- 
trfrbaiices  occasioned  by  the  faction  of  the  Guises 
W&te  composed,  fche  went  over  openly  to  this  com- 
totinion  of  the  reformed  church,  and  was  made 
prtfceptor  to  king  Jftmes  VI.  in  1566.  v 

Thus  far  have  we  an  account  of  this  great  man 
froto  himself,  as  he  wrote,  and  published  it  m  his 
own  lifetime.  His  modesty  withheld  him  from 
giving  us  a  detail  of  the  great  honours  and  pros* 
perity  to  which  he  afterwards  arrived.  However, 
the  histories  of  that  &ge  make  it  evident,  he  was 
for  some  years  in  the  management  of  our  Scottish 
affafrs.  By  being  promoted  to  the  post  of  lord  pri* 
VyJdeai,  he  became  one  of  the  great  officers  of 
slate*  And  his  activity  in  pushing  the  Reforma- 
U 
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tion  gave  him  such  a  character  with  aur  reformers, 
that  he  was  chosen  by  them  to  preside  id  one  of 
their  general  assemblies  as  moderator,  notwith- 
standing of  his  being  a  layman.  '  . 
1  Yet  these  are  but  a  small  part  of  his  honours, 
compared  with  that  lasting  glory  he  has  acquired 
by  his  admirable  writings.  His  History  of  Soot- 
land,  both  for  disposition  and  purity  of  language, 
has  been  looked  upon,  by  all  good  judges,  to  come 
the  nearest  to  the  ancients  of  any  performance 
these  latter  ages  have  produced.  I  know  indeed 
he  has  been  blamed  by  some  people  of  partiality ; 
but  the  imputation  has  never  yet  been  made  suffi- 
ciently out  Upon  those  passages  excepted  against. 
He  has  also  been  no  less  censured  for  maintaining 
several  principles,  apprehended  to  be  destructive 
of  government,  in  his  dialogue  De  J&rt  Regni  apui 
Scotos.  It  is  not  my  business  either  to  justify  or 
condemn  him  in  this  matter.  Yet  thus  much  may 
safely  be  said  for  him,  That  he  has  laid  down  no 
general  principles  of  government,  but  what  have 
.been  maintained  by  the  greatest  legislators  and 
philosophers  of  antiquity  $  and  that  he  has  been 
followed  in  them  by  several  of  the  most  eminent 
among  the  modern  writers.  If  to  err  be  a  fault, 
it  \%  always  allowed  to  be  an  extenuation  of  it,  to 
err  in  good  company.  And  this  is  all  I  shall  saj 
on  the  matter- 
Buchanan's  poetical  writings  have  met  with  a 
better  fate ;  very  few  having  had  the  hardiness  to 
detract  from. the  worth  of  them,  and  those  few 
that  have  done  it,  having  gained  so  little  honour 
by  it.    He  has  been  admired  over  all  Europe,  as 
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the  many  editions  of  his  works  abundantly  testify, 
which,  as  they  are  in  every  body's  hands,  it  would 
be  a  very  needless  piece  of  presumption  in  me  to 
give  any  character  of.  Nor  shall  I  trouble  either 
myself  or  the  reader  with  the  numerous  encomiums 
pf  learned  men  upon  him  ;  but  conclude  with  the 
angle  testimony  of  the  great  Scaliger,  whose  praise, 
considering  how  little  he  was  addicted  to  bestow 
it*  cannot  be  suspected. 

Imperii  fuerat  Romani  Scotia  lime*; 
Romani  eloqui  Scotia  finis  eriU 

As  Scotia's  realms  the  Roman  power  confhVd, 
So  here  their  rest  Rome's  arts  and  language  find. 
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THERE  has  been  a  long  continued  pretension 
made  by  the  lairds  of  Drumikill,  that  the  ancestor 
of  this  family  of  Cabbeth  was  a  cadet  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Drumikill.  At  what  time  this  pretension 
was  formed,  how  long  continued,  or  how  far  ac- 
quiesced in,  in  more  ancient  times,  I  cannot  posi- 
tively determine ;  but  am  very  confident,  the  late 
Carbeth,  a  man  pretty  well  skilled  in  the  genealo- 
gy of  his  own,  and  other  families  of  his  name,  did 
not  in  the  least  own  any  such  matter.  Though  I 
must  own  it  would  be  a  matter  of  the  utmost  dif- 
ficulty to  distinguish  these  two  families,  were  it 
not  the  two  charters,  after-mentioned,  being  the 
most  ancient  pertaining  to  this  family,  are  so  very 
clear  of  themselves ;  which,  notwithstanding,  does 
not.  fully  satisfy  some  of  the  more  nice  and  critical. 
For  satisfaction  of  such,  I  shall  here  observe  some 
few  things,  besides  what  I  offered  in  the  account 
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of  the  family  of  Druniikill*  That  which  admits 
of  th^greatest  difficulty  in  being  resolved,  and  is 
mostl^objected,  is  a  service  of  William,  sixth  laird 
of  Drumikill,  which  I  perused  among  others  of 
the  late  Buchanan's  evidents,  by  which  the  said 
William  is  served  heir  to  Thomas  Buchanan,  of 
Gartincaber,  great  grandfather  to  the  said  Wil- 
liam* So  that  the  first  charter  of  Thomas  of  Car- 
beth's  ancestor  being  that  of  Gartincaber,  it  is  pre* 
sumed,  he  was  ancestor  of  both  the  families.  For 
resolution  of  this,  it  is  very  evident,  that  all  appen- 
age,  or  tanistry  lands,  though  always  disponed 
by  charter  to  the  second  sons  of  families,  did  never 
descend  or  accresce  to  their  heirs,  but  did  always, 
upon  decease  of  him  to  whom  these  were  first  dis- 
poned, return  again,  to  the  principal  family,  and 
were  by  that  after  the  same  manner  reserved 
for,  and  disponed  to,  the  next  second  son  of  the 
same.  This  is  so  very  demonstrable,  by  so  many 
instances,  as  to  need  no  further  confirmation.  So 
.  that  Thomas  of  Carbeth,  being  second  son  to  Sir 
Walter,  laird  of  Buchanan,  obtained  from  his 
eldest  brother,  Patrick,  the  lands  of  Gartincaber 
during  life,,  after  whose  death  Patrick  gave  these 
lands  to  another  Thomas,  his  second  son ;  or,  more 
probably,  Walter, ,  Patrick's  successor,  disponed 
these  lands  to  the  same  Thomas  his  brother,  being 
ancestor  of  the  family  of  Drumikill,  as  the  tree  of 
Buchanan  plainly  asserts ;  and  by  this  means  the 
service  in  favour  of  William  of  Drumikill  is  very 
right,  whereas  if  he  had  been  served  to  Carbeth's 
ancestor  by  designation  of  Gartincaber,  he  would 
fee  a  degree  further  removed  than  Walter  of  Drijrai- 
3 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


88*  ACCOOlEfcOBMR     " 

kili  bis  great  grandfather.  Yea,  the.  cadets  -of  rthe 
family  of  Brumikiil,  from  the  death  of  .Thomas  of 
Carbeth,  possest  these  lands  :o£  Gartiqcaber  till 
the  time  of  this  service,  immediately  after,  which, 
Carbeth  obtained  the  beneficial  tack  of  the.  same, 
or  rather  before  this  time,  as  is  reported,  basing 
then  obliged  Drumikill  to  serve,  h^r  to.his  aaces- 
tor,  in  order  to  make  his  right  thereof  ta  Cacheth 
the  more  valid.  For  farther  illustration  of  'this 
matter,  it  is  plain,  Thomas  of  Carbeth's.  ancestor 
obtained  the  lands  of  Carbeth  in  heritage,  some 
years  before  any  charier  can  be  produced  in  favojur 
of  Thomas  first  of  DrumikilL  So  that  if  these 
had  been  one.  and  the  same,  it  cannot  be  in  reason 
-supposed,  but  that  he  had  been  designed  by  Car- 
beth, in  some  one  or  other  of-  these,  evident*,  of 
Drumikill  and  Moss,  in  which,  he  »  always  men- 
tioned by  other  designations.  Lastly,  in  that  re- 
signation, by  Thomas  Buchanan  of  Carbeth,  of  las 
half  of  Drumikill,  to  Robert  Buchanan,  second 
Drumikill,  anna  1505,  he  is  there  designed  by 
Carbeth,  without  the  least  intimation  of  any  re- 
lation betwixt  him  and  the  said  Robert ;  where* 
as  if  the  above-mentioned  allegation  were  true, 
this  Thomas  the  dispones  behoved  to  be  Robert's 
rather,  which  could  not  miss  <  to  be  so  specified 
upon  this  occasion ;  whereas  Robert's,  father  in 
his  disposition  to  him  of  the  other  half  of  .Drumi- 
kill, in  the  year  1495,  is  there  designed  Thomas 
Buchanan  of  Drumikill,  ten  years  before  the  date 
of  this  other  write.  So  that  it  is  very  .clear, 
Thomas  first  of  Carbeth,  and  Thpmas  of  Drumi- 
kill* were  two  different  persons,  the  first,  being 
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urate ,  fa,  the.  latter ;  aod  that  Thomas,  wbo.dis- 
potted  bk  parfe  to  Robert,  was  couaufcgeanaB  to 
the  first  Thomas  of  Dr.uroikilh 

Judging  that  by  what  I  have  here,  and  else- 
where advanced,  I  have:  put  this  matter  in.  a  clearer 
iight  than  hitherto  the  same  has  be^n  done,;  I 
shall  proceed  to  the  account  of  the  family  of  Cao- 
heth*    The  first  charter  I  find  relating  to  the^ame 
is,  a  charter  by  Patrick,  first  of  that  name  laird  of 
Buchanan,  to  his  beloved  brother,  Thomas  BpcHr 
axan,  of  the  lands  of  Gartincaber,  dated  in  the 
year   1461,  by  which  it  is  clear  that  the  said 
Thomas  was  second  or  third  son  to  Sir  Walter, 
.third,  of  that  name  laird  of  Buchanan,  his  mother 
being  daughter  of  Murdoc,  duke.of  Albany.    This 
.Thojnas  was  the  first  who  acquired  Carbetb,  as 
'  .appears,  by  a  charter  granted  by  John  Haldea  of 
Glenegeis  to  an  honourable  person,  Thomas  Buch- 
anan of  Gartincaber,  of  Meikle  Carbetb,  dated  in 
the  year  1476*    There  is  no  record  to  testify  into 
what  family  this  Thomas  married ;  but  it  is  pretty 
dear  he  had  two  sons,  Thomas  and  John,  to  whom 
he  gave  for  portion  the  beneficial  tack  of.  Easter 
.  BaJlat,  which  with  Balwill  and  Kepdourie,  (the 
two  last  being  confirmed  by  charter  of  Carbetb,) 
.  seem  to  have  been  a  part  of  the  Aral's,  lands, 
though  no  evidents  concerning,  the  same,  if  any 
such  were,  are  now  extant. 

To  Thomas  first  of  Carbeth  succeeded  his  son 
Thomas,  who  gave  away  his  half  of  the  lands  of 
Drumikill  to  Robert  Buchanan,  laird  of  the  other 
half  thereof,  in  the  year  1505,  as  is  already  men- 
UonecL    Thomas  the  second's  marriage  is  as  little 
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known  as  the  first,  if  he  was  married  at  all ;  how- 
ever, he  seems  to  have  lived  a  considerable  time, 
having  outlived  his  second  brother  John,  and  at 
length  having  died  without  issue. 

Thomas  Buchanan,  son  and  heir  to  the  de- 
ceased John  Buchanan  in  Easter  Ballat,  as  nearest 
heir  to  his  uncle  Thomas  of  Carbetb,  obtained 
charter  from  John  Halden  of  Glenegeis,  in  favour 
of  himself  and  Janet  Buchanan  his  spouse  in  life- 
rent, and  of  Thomas  Buchanan  his  son  in  fee,  of 
the  lands  of  Carbeth,  in  the  year  1555.  This 
Thomas  the  third  of  Carbeth  is  said  to  have  been 
first  iparried  to  a  daughter  of  Douglas  of  Mains, 
by  whom  he  Jiad  Thomas  his  successor ;  and  for 
his  second  wife,  was  married  to  a  daughter  of  the 
laird  of  Buchanan.  By  her  he  had  five  sons,  and 
one  daughter,  married  to  Gregor  MacGregor, 
Glengyie's  ancestor.  The  sons  were,  John,  Wai» 
ter,  William,  Archibald,  and  Robert. 

Thomas  third  of  Carbeth  was  succeeded  by  his 
son  of  the  same  name,  of  whose  marriage  there  is 
no  account,  nor  of  that  of  his  successor,  being  also 
Thomas,  fifth  of  that  hame  of  Carbeth,  who  had 
one  daughter,  married  to  Galbraith  of  Balgair, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  son 

Thomas,  sixth  of  that  name.  He  married  a 
daughter  of  Adam  Colchoun,  merchant  in  Dun* 
barton,  said  to  be  a  son  of  Luss's,  her  mother 
being  Lindsay  of  Bonneil's  daughter..  He  had 
by  her  two  sons,  John  his  successor,  and  Walter. 

John,  first  of  that  name,  succeeded  bis  father 
Thomas :  he  married  a  daughter  of  William  Buch- 
anan of  Boss,  and  had  by  her  two  sons,  John  his 


y  Google 


FAHI&Y  OF  CAEBBTH.  S$f 

sacc§s9or,4ft4  Mos^oftllyn ;  zIsqXwq  daughter*, 
the  eldest  married  to  James  Forrester  of  Polder 
tbe  youngest  to  John  Brice,  nofcar. 

John,  second  of  that  name,  succeeded  to  his  fa- 
ther. He  wa^fiHst  married  to  Cleland  ^of  Wa*4- 
head's  daughter,  by  wbornhflibad  two  daughters. 
Tbe  eldest  of  these  was  mamaed  to  Joho  Calen- 
der of  Weatertoun,  the  other' to  Thomas  Buchanan 
of  Boqubdn*  Carbeth  was.  secondly  married  to 
Margareft  Steven,  heiress  of.  Easter  Cattar a&d 
Finmcktenant:  by  her  he  had  two  sow,  John  hk; 
successor*  and  Moses  of  Glyns ;  also  one  daugh- 
ter married  to  Buchanan  of  Auchmar. 

John,,  third  of  that  name  of  Carbeth,  succeeded 
to  hi*  father.  He  married,  Stirling  of  Kippend*- 
vjfc'a  daughter,  by, w.bom>h*bad  **P  soas,_WilfiWi 
hid  heiy,  emdvMoie*,  aasid  one  daugbtfr  mwyg&& 
William:  Bupbanau,  yoimgar  of,  Carfoth,  is  m$»- 
ried  tp,  Kjwaid  of  AuGhroiftPch's  daughter,  by 
w]*>m  he  hatl)  issue* 

Tbe  first  cadet  pf  theiamily  of  Carbeth  19  Buch- 
anaa  in  Gartfarrand  in  Dry  men  parish,  whose  an- 
cestor seems  to.  have  beeason  toTbpmas.fisstof 
Carbeth,  having  obtained  a  beneficial  tack  from 
tbe  lord  DKcmunond,  then  proprietor  of  Gftrtfiut- 
Kands,  in  which,  and  other,  part*  of  that  country, 
-divers  of  that:  race  continue  as  yet* 

Tbe  second  cadet  of  the,  family  of  Carbeth  is 
Buchanan  of  Eastec  Ballat,  his  ancestor;  heigg 
Jobn,  second  son  to  Thomas,  first,  of  Carbsth* 
And  although  Thomas,  eldest  son  tqthia  John, 
fell  into  tbe  interest  of  Carbeth,  and  left,  bis  bro- 
ther William  in,  possession  of>  Ballat,  yet  it  seems 
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he  did  not  quit  the  benefit  of  the  tack  of  Ballat 
to  his  brother,  till  the  same  was  sold  off  by  Thomas, 
successor  to  the  above  Thomas,  to  Walter  Buch- 
anan, son  to  the  said  William.  I  find  this  Wil- 
liam, who  may  be  accounted  ancestor  of  the  pre- 
sent  family  of  Ballat,  mentioned  in  a  discharge 
for  five  hundred  merks  Scots,  by  Semple  of  C  rug- 
bat  to  Buchanan  of  Arnpryor,  for  which  it  seems 
this  William  was  cautioner,  the  datG  of  which  dis- 
charge was  in  the  year  1576.  That  which  clears 
the  conveyance  of  the  tack  of  Ballat  by  Carbetb, 
is  a  submission  betwixt  Thomas  Buchanan  of 
Carbeth  and  Walter  Buchanan  in  Easter  Ballat, 
who  refer  any  difference  betwixt  them  in  relation 
to  Ballat  to  the  determination  of  John  Buchanan 
in  Ballacondachy,  John  MacLauchlan  of  Auchin- 
troig,  and  Duncan  Buchanan  of  Brachern,  upon 
Carbeth's  part ;  and  William  Buchanan  in  Batur- 
rich,  and  John  Buchanan,  burgess  in  Dunbarton, 
his  brother,  with  Andrew  Galbraith  in  Tomdar- 
roch,  upon  Walter  in  Ballat's  part ;  with  Thomas 
Buchanan  of  Drumikill,  oversman.  These  judges 
decerned  the  said  Walter  to  pay  four  hundred 
merks  Scots  to  Carbeth  for  his  pretension  to  Bal- 
lat, and  decerned  Carbeth  to  maintain  Walters 
possession  of  these  lands,  and  warrant  him  at  the 
hands  of  his  brethren,  and  all  others.  This  sub- 
^mission  is  dated  in  the  year  1594,  and  decreet  was 
past  thereon  in  January,  1595,  there  being  a  great 
many  other  persons  of  repute  present,  besides  par- 
ties, who  all  were  obliged  to  sign  by  a  notar.  For 
any  thing  I  can  find,  this  Walter  had  two  sons, 
William,  who  succeeded  in  Ballat,  and  Duncan, 
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who;  acquired  the  Duchless.  William  also  had 
two  sons,  William  his  successor,  and  John,  mer- 
chant in  Stirling.  Williamrthird  of  that  name  of 
Ballat,  had  three  sons,  John,  Walter,  and  Alex- 
ander. John  of  Ballat  had  four  sons,  William  his 
successor,  Walter,  now  in  Ballat,  John  and  Pa- 
trick, merchants  in  Glasgow.  William  late  of 
Ballat's  successor  is  John,  present  Ballat. 

Of  Duncan,  the  first  cadet  of  Ballat,  is  descend- 
ed Buchanan  of  Duchless,  Buchanan,  lately  of 
Mid-Cashlie,  Buchanan  in  Little  Kep,  with  divers 
others.  John  Buchanan,  merchant  in  Stirling, 
was  father  to  Mr.  John  Buchanan,  present  minis- 
.  ter  of  the  gospel  in  Covintoun  in  the  shire  of 
Lanerk,  who  hath  two  sons',  Mr.  John,  a  ptoba- 
tioner,  and  Mr.  George,  student  of  theology  in 
Glasgow*  Alexander  and  Walter,  sons  to  Wil- 
liam Buchanan  in  Ballat,  had  male  issue ;  as  hath 
also  Patrick  Buchanan,  merchant  in  Glasgow,  be- 
ing uncle  to  the  present  Ballat;  John  his  uncle, 
hath  no  issue,  nor  Walter  his  other  uncle  any  male 
issue.N 

The  third  cadet  of  the  family  of  Carbeth  was 
John,  first  son  of  the  second  marriage  to  Thomas, 
third  of  that  name,  of  Carbeth.  This  John  ob- 
tained the  tack  of  Gartincaber.  He  had  two  sons, 
George  and  Walter,  and  two  daughters,  the  eldest 
married  to  William  Buchanan,  first  of  Ross,  the 
other  to  one  MacAuslan.  George  had  four  sons, 
the  eldest  John,  for  whom  his  father  acquired  the 
lands  of  Blairluisk.  John  had  two  sons,  George,, 
who  went  to  Ireland,  and  William.  George  sold 
Blairluisk  to  his  brother  William,  now  of  Blairluisk, 
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wlio  ha&  t#o  sons,  GebVgfe,  ^tmrigfcr  dflffinfoift, 
arid  John,  merchant  in  ISnglarifl.  ^George,  whb 
«old  Blairluisk,  hath  four  sons,  John  and  WilHaffa, 
who  reside  in  'the  county  of  Tyrone,  George,  who 
resides  in  Munster,  ahd.Thdinas,  in  the  county  of 
DonegalL  John  first  of  Gartincaber's  second  %on 
was  Walter,  who  had  no  male  issue.  Jdhn  had 
an  illegitimate  son,  Thomas,  who  went  to  Ireland, 
and  had  one  son,  John,  whose  only  son,  *Geofge, 
in  Glenmaqueen,  hfad  four  sons,  John,  William, 
Mtttthew,  and  George,  Vho  residfe  mostly  in  the 
cotfoties  of  Derry  and  Donegal!.  George  6f 
Gartincaber's  second  son,  George,  was  father  to 
Thomas  Buchanan  in  Creitchael,  in  Buchanan  pa- 
rish. He  had  another  son,  Andrew,  father  to 
George  and  Patrick  Buchanan  in  Leclrish,  in  Buch- 
anan parish.  George's  third  son  was  Thomas, 
who  purchased  rh  heritage  a  part  of  lGartincaber. 
Re  had  two  sons,  William,  who  acquired  Arddch 
iri  SSlriiarcfnock  parish,  arid  George,  late  of  Gar- 
tiricaber,  who  left  four  sons,  John,  now  of  Gar- 
tincaber,  Thomas,  merchant  in  England,  Dugal 
arid  Robert.  George's  fourth  son  was  Andrew, 
who  had  three  sons,  two  of  these  having  gone 
to  Iceland,  and  one  residing  in  Drymen  parish. 
George  had  also  a  daughter  marrifed  to  Andrew 
Bucharian  of  Gartachaim. 

Thomas  of  CarbeWs  second  son  oT  the  second 
marriage  was  Walter,  who  obtained  a  tack  of  Bal- 
lendeorn  Jri  Buchanan  parish.  He  had  one  soil, 
John,  who,  from  his  low  stature,  was' termed  John 
Begy  *<fr  Ifode  John.  His  posterity  teside  in  the 
p««*es  of  Batfron  and  Drymen.     The  third  sen 
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of  (hat  marriage  was  William,  who  pbtai?ed  a 
t*?k  of  fllaijflabojd  m  the  parish  pf  Prymeq ;  his 
progeny  reside  mostly  in*  Blairnabord  as  yet,  as 
al$p  in  other  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Drymen  and 
Buchanan.  There  is  also  qne  Archibald,  4  great 
grandchild  of  the  said  Willianj,  residing  in  good 
circumstances  in  Virginia ;  and  there  is  a  brother 
of  his  m  the  Dutch  service.  The  fourth  of  these 
sons  was  Archibald,  who  had  one  son,  John,'  9 
writer  in  Etfujbu.rgh,  whose  posterity,  for  any 
thing  I  con  discover,  reside  in  Mi^-Calder.  The 
fifth  son  was  Robert,  who  had  only  one  illegiti- 
mate son,  ancestor  to  some  Buchanans  for  some 
tune  in  Sallppby,  now  in  other  parts  of  Buchanan 
parish. 

The  pe*t  c*dej;  to  these  mentioned  of  the  fami- 
ly of  Carbeth,  is  Walter  Buchanan,  6rst  of  Bo- 
cjjohan,  of  the  time  and  gtaqner  of  whose  descent 
off  that  of  jQarbeth  I  #m  pot  well  assured.  I  flnd 
biw  obtain  a  quarter  from  Sir  John  Buchanan  of 
tl^t  il^  of  the  lands  of  JMeikle  Boquhan,  being 
designed  Walter  Buchanan  in  Drumquhassil.  The 
said  charter  is  dated  in  the  year  1623.  He  had  two 
sons,  Thomas  of  Boquhan,  and  John,  who  purchas- 
ed Sheneglish  in  Eilmaronock  paroch.  Thomas 
of  Boquhan  had  one  son  who  left  issue,  being- 
Walter,  who  married  Lennox  of  Branshogle's 
daughter,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Thomas,  who 
hath  three  sons,  Walter,  John,  and  George.  James 
and  William  Lennox  dying  without  issue,  the  in- 
terest  of  Branshogle  fell  to  Thomas  of  Boquban's 
eldest  son,  Walter,  now  in  possession  thereof.  John 
of  Sheneglish  had  four  sons,  Walter,  who  had  one 
X 
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son,  Walter,  now  of  Sheneglish,  George,  who 
purchased  Ledrishmore,  leaving  one  son,  'William, 
now  of  Ledrishmore :  John's  third  son  was  James, 
who  acquired  Middle  Catter :  his  fourth  son  was 
John,  in  Little  Tullichewn. 

The  next  cadet  of  the  said  family  is  Walter, 
second  son  to  Thomas,  sixth  or  last  of  that  name 
of  Carbeth.  He  had  one  son,  James  Buchanan, 
portioner  of  Cairnock  in  Dundaff. 

The  next  cadet  to  this  Walter  is  Moses  Buch- 
anan of  Glyns,  brother  to  the  late  John  Buchanan 
of  Carbeth.  He  left  only  one  daughter,  married 
to  Denniestoun  of  Colgrain. 

The  last  cadet  is  Moses  Buchanan  of  Glyns, 
brother  to  the  present  Buchanan  of  Carbeth,  who 
is  married  to  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Archibald  Govean 
of  Drumquhassil,  by  whom  he  hath  issue. 
.  Buchanan  of  Carbeth  bears  Buchanan ;  and  for 
distinction,  a  dagger  in  the  lion's  dexter  paw, 
pointed  upward,  or  towards  the  chief,  proper.  For 
crest,  a  helmet  suiting  his  station,  Motto,  Audacia 
€t  Induttria. 
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.  THIS  family  of  Lenny  is  descended  from  the 
most  ancient  cadet  which  came  off  the  family  of 
Buchanan ;  and  although  by  that  means  the  most 
remote  from  the  principal  family,  is  nevertheless 
preferable  to  some  other  cadets  of  later  extract,  in 
regard  that  Lenny  descended  at  two  different 
times  of  Buchanan,  of  which  the  first  being  son  to 
Buchanan,  married  the  heiress  of  Lenny,  as  did 
the  laird  of  Buchanan  a  second  heiress ;  as  also  in 
regard  Buchanan,  now  of  Lenny,  represents  the 
old  family  of  Lenny  of  that  ilk,  which  is  reported 
to  have  been  a  family  of  good  repute,  as  far  as 
tradition  may  be  relied  on.  But  there  are  as  few 
documents  relating  to,  as  there  are  men  of,  that 
old  family  extant  in  this  age,  to  clear  this,  or  any 
other  matter  concerning  the  same.  I  have  per- 
used a  genealogical  manuscript  of  that  family  in 
the  laird  of  Lenny's  hands,  which  asserts,  that  the 
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Jjennys,  while  owners  of  that  estate,  had  no  char- 
ters of  the  same,  but  a  large  sword,  with  which,  it 
seems,  he  who  first  of  that  name  acquired  these 
lands  had  performed  some  signal  achievement,  be- 
ing a  means  of  his  first  advancement.     This,  and 
a  relic,  being  one  of  St.  Fillan's  teeth,  were  held 
in  such  veneration,  that  whoever  had  those  two  in 
possession,  presumed  he  had  a  very  good  right  to 
that  estate.     A  tenure  much  like  to  that  which  is 
recorded  of  the  estate  of  Arundel  in  England,  that 
in  old  times,  whoever,  by  whatsoever  means,  ob- 
tained possession  of  Arundel  castle,  was  instantly 
acknowledged  to  have  a  sufficient  title  to  that  es- 
tate.   Nor  was  this  case  of  Lenny  any  way  singu- 
lar ;    a  great  many  others  in  these  more  ancient 
times  being  circumstantiate  after  the  same  manner, 
adjudging  it  a  derogation  to  solicit  for,  or  in  die 
least  fdy  upon,  writtea  evident**  for  security  of  tM 
possession  of  their  estates,  and  far  more  honour** 
Me,  and  suitable  to  their  inclinations,  to  maintain 
their  possession  by  their  sword,  by  whatever  means 
acquired.     As  this  symbolical  charter  of  St*   Fil- 
lan's  tooth  was  a  relic  much  esteemed  by  the  an* 
cient  lairds  of  Lenny;    so  another  relic  of  the 
same  saint,  being  one  of  his  hands  embalmed,  was 
no  less  valued  by  some  of  our  Scottish  kings,  in 
those  times  of  ignorance  and  superstition ;  it  being 
recorded  of  this  last  by  some  of  our  historians, 
that  the  night  before  the  battle  of  Bannockburn, 
the  Scottish  nobles  and  principal  officers  having  a 
conference  with  king  Robert  Bruce  concerning  the 
manner  of  ordering  the  battle  next  day,  and  bang 
solicitous  of  the  event,  in  regard  of  the' greatness 
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of  the  English  army,  being  more  than  quadruple 
the  number  of  theirs,  suddenly  a  silver  box,  which 
was  in  a  coffer  in  the  tent,  gave  a  very  great  clink ; 
whereupon  the  king's  chaplain  ran  to  the  box,  and 
finding  St  Fillan's  hand  therein,  being  ordinarily 
kept  in  that  box,  however,  cried  there  was  a  great 
miracle  wrought,  in  regard  he  had  left  the  hand  in 
the  king's  palace  in  Dunfermline,  having  taken  only 
with  him  the  empty  box,  lest  that  precious  relic 
should  by  some  misadventure  be  lost,  and  that  at 
that  instant  the  hand  had  miraculously  of  its  own 
accord  come,  and  inclosed  itself  in  the  box,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  presaged  good  success  to  king  Ro- 
bert and  his  army  in  the  ensuing  battle.  This 
miracle,  though  invented  by  the  ready  wit  of  the 
chaplain,  being  divulged  through  the  army,  added 
no  less  courage  than  hope  to  them  of  the  prosper- 
ous event  of  the  approaching  engagement. 

The  first  son  of  the  laird  of  Buchanan  I  find 
upon  record,  who  married  the  heiress  of  Lenny, 
was  Allan,  second  son  to  Gilbert,  laird  of  Buchan- 
an, in  the  reign  of  king  Alexander  III.  There  is 
no  charter,  or  other  document  in  Lenny's  hands, 
that  any  manner  does  testify  this  first  marriage ; 
any  discovery  I  obtained  thereof,  being  collected 
from  an  ancient  manuscript  register  of  the  earl  of 
Lennox's,  and  his  vassal's  charters,  among  the  re- 
cords of  Dunbartonshire,  in  which  I  found  a  char- 
ter by  Malcolm,  earl  of  Lennox,  upon  resignation 
of  Allan  of  Lenny,  in  the  earl's  hands  of  the  lands 
of  Drumquhassil,  in  favour  of  John,  son  to  the  said 
Allan,  for  payment  of  four  pennies  of  blench-duty 
if  demanded*  This  charter  (as  do  divers  other  old 
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ones)  wants  date,  but  by  a  subsequent  charter  is 
found  to  be  in  the  reign  of  king  Alexander  IIL* 
as  appears  by  a  charter  by  Gilmichael  BMBdolf  rf 
Wester  Cameron,  termed  therein  Cameron  Tim- 
pane,  to  Malcolm  M'EdoIf,  his  son,  of  the  lands  of 
Gartachorrans,  dated  in  the  year  1847,  in  which 
charter  Allan  is  one  of  the  witnesses,  by  designation 
of  Allan  Buchanan  de  Lenny.  Drumqtihassil  seems 
to  have  been  the  patrimonial  estate  got  by  this  Al- 
lan, at  the  time  he  came  off  the  family  of  Buchan- 
an, or  from  his  father,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage 
with  the  heiress  of  Lenny. 

Allan's  successor,  as  is  evident  by  the  above 
charter,  was  called  John,  whose  successor  was  nam- 
ed Walter,  as  seems  to  appear  by  letters  of  com- 
promise, or  pacification  betwixt  Maurice  and  John 
Drummond,  and  Alexander  Monteath  and  others 
of  that  name,  for  the  slaughter  of  William,  John 
and  James  Monteaths,  brethren  to  the  said  Alex- 
ander by  these  Drummonds.    Among  others  whom 
the  Monleaths  include  of  their  friends,  in  the  said 
letters,  is  mentioned  Walter  Buchanan,  their  uncle, 
who  behoved  to  be  either  laird  of  Buchanan  or 
Lenny,  in  regard  there  were  not  any  other  families 
of  note,  of  the  families  of  Buchanan  extant  in  that 
age,  except  those  of  Buchanan  and  Lenny.     But 
the  traditional  account  most  generally  asserted,  is, 
that  the  said  John's  son  was  called  also  John,  who 
had  a  son,  his  successor  of  the  same  name ;  whieh 
last  John,  having  no  male  issue,  Janet,  his  daughter 
and  heiress,  was  married  to  John,  the  second  of 
that  name,  laird  of  Buchanan,  as  testifies  a  charter 
in  the  public  archives  by  king  Robert  III>,  iifr  Ja- 
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vftur  of  John  de  Buchanan,  and  Janet  d* Lennys 
his  spouse,  of  the  barony  of  Pitwhonidy*  dated  in 
the  year  189$.    These  lands  of  Pitwhonidy,  seem 
to  have  been  a  part  of  Buchanan's  old  estate,  in  re- 
gard there  is?  no  evident  relating  thereto,  extant 
before  this  one  granted  in  favour  of  Buchanan,  nor 
is  there  is  so  much  as  any  traditional  account,  of 
any  lands  belonging  to  the  old  family  of  Lenny, 
except  those  of  that  name  in  Perthshire,  and  a  part 
of  those  so  designed  in  Mid-Lothian.     I  was  for 
some  time  surprised  at  Lenny's  retaining  the  name 
of  Buchanan,  and  not  rather  having  assumed  the 
surname  and  arms  of  Lenny ;  but  observe  the  rea- 
son to  be  very  plain,  that  the  laird  of  Buchanan, 
having  married  the  second  heiress  of  Lenny,  would 
not  upon  that  account,  change  his  surname  ;  and 
John,  his  third  son,  who  succeeded  to  that  estate, 
being  always  termed  Buchanan  during  his  father's 
lifetime,  neglected  to  assume  that  of  Lenny,  as  did 
hi*  successors  in  all  time  thereafter,  partly  moved 
thereto  as  is  reported,  by  some  disobligation  put 
upon  them  by  the  survivors  of  the  name  of  Lenny. 
By  the  death  of  John,  laird  of  Buchanan's  eldest 
son  at  the  battle  of  Vernoil,  and  in  consequence 
thereof,  by  Walter,  the  second  son's  succeeding  to 
the  estate  of  Buchanan,  the  estate  of  Lenny  was 
conveyed  in  favour  of  John,  the  third  son,  ordin- 
arily designed  John  of  Ballacondachy,  being  a 
form  room  in  the  barony  of  Buchanan,  given  by 
hi*  father  to  him  for  patrimony,  before  the  estate 
of  Lenny  was  conveyed  in  his  favour.     Though 
this  John  of  Ballacondachy  continued  the  line  of 
present  lairds  add  family  of  Lenny,  and  as  such 


y  Google 


848  ACCWTNT  OF  THE 

is  mentioned  in  the  genealogical  tree  of  the  family 
of  Buchanan,  yet  neither  by  this,  nor  any  other 
evident  in  Lenny's  hands,  can  there  be  an  account 
obtained  of  this  John's  marriage,  nor  whether  at 
Allan  Buchanan,. his  first  son's  marriage  with  the 
heiress  of  Lenny,  or  at  Buchanan's  marriage  with 
the  second  heiress  of  the  same,  Keir  married  the 
coheiress,  and  with  her  obtained  the  half  of  the 
estate;  that  marriage  of  Keir  by  the  traditional 
account,  and  with  much  more  probability,  seeming 
to  have  been  at  the  first  of  these  two  junctures. 
Neither  is  it  evident  by  any  document  I  could  find 
in  Lenny's  hands,  by  what  means  Keir  obtained 
the  superiority  of  Lenny's  half  of  that  estate,  in 
regard  of  his  being  married  (as  is  generally  report- 
ed) to  the  younger  of  the  sisters,  or  coheiresses* 
All  that  is  offered  for  clearing  of  this  point,  being 
a  traditional  narration,  that  Walter,  laird  of  Lenny, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  James  IV., 
had  committed  some  frivolous  crime,  which  was 
construed  in  these  times  to  be  a  kind  of  sacrilege, 
for  which  being  cited  before  the  next  ecclesiastical 
judge,  he  disobeyed  all  citations  given  upon  that 
account,  till  in  the  end,  being  excommunicated  for 
his  contumacy,  he  was  thereafter  delated  to  the  ci- 
vil knagistrate ;  but  giving  as  little  obedience  to  the 
one,  as  to  the  other,  he  was  prosecuted  with  the 
utmost  rigour,  being  not  only  denounced  rebel, but, 
as  is  reported,  also  forfeited,  the  gift  of  which,  or 
more  probably,  of  Lenny's  life-rent  escheat,  was 
purchased  by  Keir,  who  reaped  no  advantage  there- 
by, Lenny  retaining  possession  of  his  estate  by 
force,  till  in  the  end,  one  Shaw  of  Camsmore,  an  in* 
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tifflate  comrade  of  Lenny's,  was  influenced  (as  the 
story  goes)  by  Keir  either  to  apprehend,  or  kill 
Lenny.  Shaw,  judging  the  first  somewhat  iropracti* 
cable,  resolved  upon  the  last  method,  which  he  per* 
formed  while  at  the  hunting  with  Lenny,  by  stabbing 
him  behind  his  back  and  killing  him.  After  which 
Keir  obtained  possession  of  Lenny's  estate,  which 
hti  did  not  enjoy  long.  For  Shaw,  meeting  Lenny's 
lady  and  children  upon  a  time,  in  a  very  mean  conk 
dition,  and  the  lady  upbraiding  him  with  her  busw 
band's  murder,  he  was  possessed  with  such  horror 
of  the  fact,  and  detestation  of  Keir,  his  influences 
as  put  him  upon  the  resolution  of  expiating  Lenn 
ity't  murder  by  that  of  Keir,  which  he  accordingly 
performed  by  killing  of  Keir,  as  he  met  him  occa- 
sionally near  Stirling.  After  which  Keir's  and 
Lenny's  successors  adjusted  the  matter  so,  that 
upon  Lenny's  holding  his  estate  of  Keir*  he  should 
pass  from  any  other  demand  he  had  upon  the  same,) 
which  being  then  agreed  to,  continue*  so  to  this 
day.  ) 

John,  first  laird  of  Lenny,  of  the  Second  line,! 
and  ancestor  to  the  present  Lenny,  was  succeeded 
by  Andrew,  his  son,  as  appears  by  *  charter  by 
James  II.,  in  the  year  1458,  in  favour  of  the  said 
Andrew  Buchanan  of  Lenny,  of  the  barony  of  Pit- 
whonidy,  with  the  lands  of  Culenchard  and  Le-, 
dunchard  in  life-rent,  and  to  John  Buchanan,  his. 
son  in  fee,  and  to  their  heirs-male ;  which  failing,  t& 
Walter  Patrick  Buchanan  of  that  ilk,  his  other  son* 
and  his  heirs-male ;  which  failing,  to  Archibald* 
_— __ ____________ _— :— — —i— — u— ^--t. » 

*  Chart*  penes  Buchanan  de  Lenity,  " 
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Waiter,  Geofge  and  Gilbert,  Lenny's  other  sons, 
and  their  heirs-male;  which  failing,  to  Lenny's 
other  heirs  whatsoever:  a  very  strange  kind  of  a 
tailzie)  Buchanan,  and  two  of  his  sons,  though  he 
and  Lenny  were  but  cousin-germans,  being  pre- ' 
ferred  in  that  charter  of  tailzie  to  four  of  Lenny's 
sons,  and  his  brother,  if  these  last  mentioned  were 
legitimate.  At  what  time  these  lands  contained  in 
the  above  charter  went  off  from  that  family,  cannot 
be  determined,  neither  is  there  any  necessity  of  in- 
serting any  more  of  the  charters  of  that  family,  some 
of  the  immediate  successors  of  Andrew  last  men- 
tioned, not  being  entered ;  so  that  any  charters 
which  are  extant  of  some  of  the  latter  lairds,  are  so- 
very  late  as  there  is  not  the  least  occasion  of  men- 
tioning them,  I  shall  therefore  give  account  of 
the  laird's  marriages,  and  of  the  cadets  of  that  fa- 
mily, as  mentioned  in  a  manuscript  collected  from 
the  charters,  and  other  documents  in  the  hands  of 
Lenny,  with  a  genealogical  tree  of  his  family,  com- 
posed from  that  manuscript,  it  being  asserted  by 
both,  that  Andrew,  second  laird  of  Lenny,  was 
married  to  a  daughter  of  Lockhart  of  Barr,  by 
whom  he  had  John,  his  successor.  He  had  also, 
other  four  sons,  Archibald,  Walter,  George  and 
Gilbert. 

John,  third  laird  of  Lenny,  was  married  to 
Mushet  of  Burnbank's  daughter,  and  had  by  her 
Patrick,  his  successor  $  which  Patrick,  married 
Semple  of  Fulwood's  daughter,  by  whom  he  had 
Walter,  his  successor,  who  was  killed  by  Shaw  of 
Camsmore.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Haldan, 
laird  of  Glenegeis,by  whom  he  bad  John,  his  suc- 
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cesser,  who  married  the  earl  of  Monteath's  daughter. 
This  John,  in  company  with  Patrick,  second  of 
that  name,  laird  of  Buchanan,  with  a  good  many 
others  of  best  account  of  his  name,  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Flowdon,  anno  1513* 

To  John,  succeeded  Robert,  who  was  first  mar- 
ried to  Graham  of  Iflchbrachie's  daughter,  relict  of 
the  laird  of  Ardkinglass.  He  had  for  second  lady, 
Mushet  of  Burnbank's  daughter. 

Robert,  first  of  that  name,  laird  of  Lenny,  was 
succeeded  by  Robert,  the  second  of  that  name,  who 
was  married  to  Stirling  of  Ardoch's  daughter,  by 
whom  he  had  Robert,  his  successor,  and  John,  his 
second  son,  grandfather  to  the  present  Lenny* 

Robert,  third  of  that  name,  laird  of  Lenny,  was' 
married  to  a  daughter  of  Campbel  of  Lawers,  by 
whom  he  had  one  son,  Robert,  who  died  unmarried, 
and  one  daughter,  married  to  captain  Archibald 
Campbel,  son  to  the  laird  of  Dunstafnage,  being 
mother  to  doctor  John  Campbel  of  Torry.  ' 

Robert,  the  second  of  that  name,  had  also  another 
daughter,  who  was  married  to  Mr.  Donald  Camp- 
bel, a  son  of  the  above-mentioned  family,  who  had 
nine  daughters,  the  eldest  of  which  was  married  to 
baron  M'Corcadel,  the  second  to  M'Dugal  of  Gal- 
lanach,  the  third  to  M'Lachlan  of  Eilchoan,  the 
fourth  to  M'Lean  of  Shouna,  the  fifth  to  Campbel 
of  Inch drenich,  the  sixth  to  Campbelof  Fasnacloich, 
the  seventh  to  Campbel  of  Fincrbcan,  the  eighth 
to  Reid  of  Achaorran,  the  ninth  to  Campbel  of 
Fevard. 

Robert,  last  of  that  name,  laird  of  Lenny,  dying 
without  issue,  he  was  succeeded  by  John  Buchan- 
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an,  his  cousin-german,  son  to  Jobto  Buchanan,  se- 
cond son  to  Robert,  second  of  that  name,  laird  of 
Lenny,  bis  mother  being  Stirling  of  Ardocb's 
daughter.  John,  laird  of  Lenny  last  mentioned, 
married  the  laird  of  M'Pharlan's  daughter,  by 
whom  he  had  two  sons,  John,  his  eldest  son,  mar- 
ried Lennox  of  Woodhead's  daughter,  and  died 
without  issue.  His  second  son  was  Henry,  who 
upon  his  brother's  death  succeeded  to  the  estate  of 
Lenny,  He  was  first  married  to  a  second  daughter 
of  Buchanan  of  that  ilk.  He  married  secondly  a 
daughter  of  Campbel  of  Lawers,  having  by  both  a 
numerous  issue. 

The  first  cadet  of  the  family  of  Lenny,  according 
to  the  genealogical  manuscript  of  that  family,  was 
"Walter,  third  son  to  Andrew,  laird  of  Lenny. 
This  Walter  obtained  a  beneficial  tuck  of  Mochas* 
tel  in  Callander  paroch,  from  Balfour,  lord  Bur- 
leigh's ancestor,  then  proprietor  thereof.  Walter's 
son  was  called  Andrew,  whose  son  Patrick,  had  m* 
son,  Alexander. 

This  Alexander  had  two  sons,  John  his  eldest, 
and  Walter,  who  obtained  from  his  father  the  wed*- 
set  or  feu-right  of  the  lands  of  GJenny  in  Meo- 
teatb,  his  eldest  brother,  John,  having  preferred 
the  tack  of  Mochastel  to  the  heritage  of  Gfeany, 
possessed  the  same,  allowing  his  brother  that  <rf 
Glenny.  The  last  of  that  race  wbo  possessed  *fce 
same,  waa  captain  James  Buchanan,  grandchild  to 
the  above  Walter,  wbo  lived  a  good  part  of  his 
time,  and  died  a  captain  in  Douglass's  regime**  m 
France,  being  never  married,  he  sold  bis  interest 
of  Glenny  to  Walter  Graham  of  Gar tmsr's  tally. 
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Captain  James  had  an  uncle  called  Alexander,  who 
obtained  from'Cuningham  of  Drumquhassil,  a  bene- 
ficial tack  of  the  lands  of  Gartachairn  in  Dryraen 
paroch. 

This  Alexander  had  two  sons,  Andrew,  who  feu- 
ed  Gartachairn  from  my  lord  Napier,  then  proprie- 
tor thereof,  and  George.  Andrew  of  Gartachairn 
had  two  sons,  Alexander  his  successor,  and  George, 
late  bailie  in  Glasgow.  Alexander  of  Gartachairn 
had  three  sons,  George,  now  of  Gartachairn, 
Thomas  Buchanan,  maltman  in  Glasgow,  and 
Andrew,  tailor  in  the  said  town.  Bailie  George 
had  four  sons,  George,  his  eldest  son,  maltman, 
Andrew,  Neil,  and  Archibald,  merchants  in  Glas- 
gow, 

George,  second  son  to  Alexander,  first  in  Gar- 
tachairn, had  three  sons,  John,  who  went  abroad, 
Alexander,  and  William,  residing  iii  Edinburgh. 

John  in  Mochastel,  had  two  sons,  Robert,  his 
eldest,  and  Archibald,  ancestor  to  Buchanan  of 
Torry,  Robert  had  one  son,  Walter,  who  had  two 
sons,  John,  and  Arthur.  John,  the  eldest,  sold  his 
tack  of  Mochastel,  and  acquired  afterwards  the 
land*  of  Arnpryor,  Straithyre,  and  a  part  of  the 
lands  of  Buchanan.  He  bad  one  son,  Mr.  Robert, 
who  had  also  one  son,  Francis  Buchanan,  present 
Arnpryor. 

Walter  in  MocbasteFs  second  son,  Arthur,  pur- 
chased the  lands  of  Auchlessy.  He  had  six  sons 
thatcame  to  age,  the  eldest,  John,  who  went  abroad ; 
the  second,  James,  now  of  Auchlessy ;  the  third, 
,  Walter,  now  Caornach ;  the  fourth,  Robert,  who 
left  one  son,  James,  maltman  in  Dumblain;  the 
Y 
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fifth,  George,  who  left  no  issue ;  the  sixth,  Alex* 
ander  of  Dullater,  residing  at  present  in  his  ances- 
tor's old  possession,  Mochastel. 

John,  first  of  that  name,  in  MochasteFs  second 
son,  Archibald,  had  two  sons,  John  of  Torry,  and 
Robert,  who  was  killed  by  the  English,  and  left  one 
son,  Archibald.  John  of  Torry  had  two  abas, 
Archibald  of  Torry,  and  Robert.  Archibald  of 
Torry  had  three  sons,  John,  present  Torry ;  Archi- 
bald, who  left  no  issue ;  and  Andrew  who  had 
one  son,  James.  Johp  of  Tony's  second  son,  Ro- 
bert, had  five  sons  that  came  to  age,  the  eldest 
whereof,  is  John  of  Greathil,  in  St.  Ninian  paroch. 
His  other  sons  were  Archibald,  Charles,  Alexan- 
der, and  Duncan.  There  are  also  of  the  family  of 
Mochastel,  some  of  the  Buchanans  residing  in 
Straithyre,  with  others  in  the  parishes  of  Calender 
and  Kilmadock. 

The  second  cadet  of  Lenny's  family,  was  John 

.  Moir,  or    meikle  John,  ancestor  to  doctor  John 

Buchanan,  who  left  no  issue,  and  to  John  Buchanan 

in  Toddleburn,  with  divers  others  about  Dumblain, 

and  Straithallan. 

The  third  cadet  of  Lenny's  family  is  Sir  John 
of  Scotscraig,  second  son  to  Robert,  first  of  that 
name,  laird  of  Lenny.  His  estate  of  Scotscraig 
went  with  a  daughter  of  his,  to  a  son  of  the  earl  of 
Marr,  and  since  has  been  conveyed  to  divers  others. 

The  same  Robert  had  a  third  son,  James,  mer- 
chant in  Edinburgh,  who  purchased  the  estate  of; 
Shirrahal  in  Orkney.  He  had  one  son,  Thomas, 
who  sold  Shirrahal,  and  had  three  sons,  Arthur 
for  whom  he  purchased  the  estate  of  Sound ;  John, 
for  whom  he  acquired  the  estate  of  Sandside ;  and 
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William,  to  whom  he  left  the  estate  of  Russland ; 
all  whose  progeny  is  extinct,  except  one  daughter, 
left  by  Thomas,  late  of  Sandside,  being  heiress  of 
that  estate. 

By  any  account  I  could  obtain  from  the  two  sons 
of  Robert,  second  of  that  name,  laird  of  Lenny,  are 
descended  the  greatest  part  of  these  Buchanans,  re- 
siding in  the  parishes  of  Campsy  and  Bathernock. 
One  of  these  two  son?,  whose  name  was  John, 
having  first  settled  in  Bancleroch,  now  Kirktounin 
Campsy  parish,  and  having  gone  thence  to  Bankier, 
had  three  sons,  whereof  the  eldest  was  Gilbert, 
whose  posterity  continue  in  and  near  Bankier,  his 
second  son,  was  William,  who  came  to  Blairsketh 
in  Bathernock.  This  William  had  a  son  of  the 
same  name,  father  to  William  Buchanan,  merchant 
in  Glasgow,  and  Gilbert  Buchanan  of  Bankel,  pre- 
sent dean  of  guild  in  Glasgow. 

There  is  also  descended  off  this  family,  Walter 
Buchanan,  late  of  Orchard,  who  dying  without 
heirs-male,  his  interest  devolved  upon  his  eldest 
daughter,  and  was  conveyed  by  her,  to  William 
Atkin,  merchant  in  Glasgow,  her  husband,  and  now 
proprietor  thereof.  Orchard  had  another  daughter, 
married  to  Andrew  Gray  of  Christoun,  near  Glas- 
gow ;  another  to  Robert  Alexander,  merchant,  and 
late  bailie  in  Glasgow ;  and  another,  unmarried. 

There  are  cadets  of  Lenny's  family  of  a  late  ex- 
tract, called  Alexander.  Roye's  progeny,  being  only 
a  small  number  of  the  vulgar  sort,  residing  for  the 
most  part  in  Callender  parish. 

The  above-mentioned  being  all  the  cadets,  ac- 
cording to  the  manuscript  frequently  spoken  of, 
2 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


256  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 

or  any  other  documents  I  could  obtain,  descended 
off  the  family  of  Lenny,  who  retain  the  surname 
of  Buchanan,  I  shall  in  the  next  place  mention 
those  of  other  denominations  descended  of  the 
same. 

The  first,  and  most  considerable  of  this  last  sort, 
are  theMacwatties.  The  ancestor  of  these  was  Wal- 
ter, son  to  John,  second  of  that  name,  laird  of 
Lenny.  This  Walter,  was  ordinarily  termed  Wat- 
tie  in  Callintuy,  being  the  name  of  the  place  of  his 
residence.  He  had  a  son  called  John,  who  came  to 
the  Lennox,  and  resided  in  the  parish  of  Luss. 
John,  according  to  the  ordinary  custom  of  those, 
and  even  of  the  present  times  among  the  High- 
landers, had  his  surname  changed  into  a  patronimi- 
cal  one,  derived  from  his  father's  proper  name, 
being  thence  termed  John  Macwattie.  He  having 
nine  sons,  who  all  had  issue,  was  the  cause  of  that 
new  name's  becoming  in  a  small  process  of  time 
pretty  numerous.  Some  families  of  these  Macwat- 
ties  after  the  conflict  of  Glenfroon,  having  left  the 
parish  of  Luss,  settled  in  the  parishes  of  Killearn 
and  Strablain  ;  these,  quitting  that  of  Maowattie, 
reassumed  their  right  surname  of  Buchanan,  and 
those  of  Lenny's  family  in  both  the  above  parishes, 
with  some  few  in  the  parish  of  Campsy  descended 
off  these  Macwatties,  so  many  of  them  at  least,  as 
continued  in  the  parish  of  Luss,  and  other  Highland 
places,  retain  the  surname  of  Macwattie  yet,  the 
principal  person  of  these,  being  Alexander  Macwat- 
tie in  Glenmacoirn,  in  Luss  parish.  There  are 
some  <  of  these  Macwatties  in  the  shire  of  Argyll, 
and  in  the  county  of  Tyrone  in  Ireland. 
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The  second  cadet  of  this  last  sort  descended  of 
the  family  of  Lenny,  are  the  Macaldonichs,  deriving 
that  surname  from  a  certain  person  of  Lenny's  fa- 
mily named  Muldonich,  being  an  ancient  Scottish 
christian  name,  and  in  some  parts  of  the  Highlands 
in  use  yet,  from  whose  name  his  progeny  obtained 
the  surname  of  Macmaldonichs,  or  contracted  as 
above,  and  most  ordinarily  expressed.  At  what 
time  the  ancestor  of  these  came  off  the  family  of 
Lenny,  cannot  be  well  determined ;  however,  they 
always  own  themselves  to  be  of  the  said  family,  and 
the  more  to  remove  any  scruple  thereanent,  have 
mostly  now,  as  did  some  of  their  friends  the  Mac- 
watties,  as  already  observed,  assumed  the  surname 
of  Buchanan.  So  that  the  old  surname  of  Macal- 
donich  will  in  a  short  time,  turn  into  desuetude. 

The  last  cadet  of  those  of  other  denominations, 
descended  off  the  family  of  Lenny,  was  the  ances- 
tor of  those  termed  Macrobs,  so  denominated,  from 
one  of  that  family  called  Robert,  by  contraction 
Rob,  whence  his  progeny  obtained  this  surname. 
The  number  and  character  of  these  are  very  incon- 
siderable, they  residing  mostly  in  the  parishes  of 
Calender  and  Eilmadock,  as  do  the  Macaldonichs, 
mostly  in  the  Jpwer  parts  of  Straithern,  and  Straith- 
allan,  and  some  other  places  of  Perthshire.  And 
these  are  all  the  cadets  of  other  denominations  I 
could  discover  to  be  descended  off  the  family  of 
Lenny. 

The  armorial  bearing  of  Buchanan  of  Lenny,  is 

Buchanan,  being  a  lion  rampant  sable,  armed,  and 

langued  gules,  within  a  double  tressure,  flowered 

and  counterflowered,  with  flower-de-luces  of  the 
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second^  quartered  with  those  of  Lenny,  being  sable, 
a  cheveron,  betwixt  two  bear  heads  erazed  in  chief, 
and  a  boar  head  as  the  former  in  base,  argent; 
muzzled  gules ;  on  the  chief  point  of  the  cheveron, 
a  cinque  foil  of  the  first;  first  and  third,  Buchanan ; 
second  and  fourth,  Lenny.  Crest,  a  helmet  suiting 
his  quality.    Motto,  Nobilis  est  Ira  Leonis. 
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THE  first  of  this  family  was  John,  third  son  to 
Gilbert,  laird  of  Buchanan,  who  first  assumed  the 
surname  of  Buchanan,  whose  eldest  son  was  Sir 
Maurice,  his  second  Allan,  first  of  Lenny,  and  the  < 
third  John,  first  of  Stainiflet,  who  is  inserted  wit- 
ness in  a  charter,  by  Malcolm,  earl  of  Lennox,  to 
Patrick  Lindsay,  of  the  lands  of  Bonneil.  He  is 
also,  with  John  Napier  of  Kilmahew,  Allan  of 
Faslane,  father  to  Walter  of  Faslane,  afterward 
lord  of  Lennox,  and  Maurice  Galbraith,  witness 
to  a  charter,  by  the  same  earl,  to  the  said  Patrick, 
of  his  being  tosheagor,  or  principal  forrester,  of 
Lennox.  *  And  though  these  charters  want  dates, 
yet,  by  comparing  them  with  those  having  dates, 

*  Chartulary  of  Dunbartonshire. 
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granted  to  some  of  these  witnesses  themselves,  and 
others  in  which  they  were  witnesses,  they  are  found 
to  be  in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  king  Alex- 
ander HI.      So  that  Gilbert,  being  the  very  first 
found  by  any  manner  of  record  to  have  assumed 
the  name  of  Buchanan,  and  he  having  flourished 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  king  Alexander 
II.  and  a  good  part  of  the  reign  of  king  Alexan- 
der III.  in  which  last  the  above-mentioned  John 
is  inserted  witness  by  designation  of  Buchanan,  he 
cannot,  with  any  shadow  of  reason,  be  presumed 
any  other  than  son  to  the  said  Gilbert,  it  being 
clear  to  a  demonstration,  there  were  no  others  de- 
signed by  that  surname  at  that  time,  but  himself 
and  his  children ;  all  others  descended  before,  as 
the  MacAuselans,  MacMillans,  and  MacColmans, 
having  either  retained  the  ancient  surname,   or 
assumed  others,  in  use  at  this  present  time.    And 
as  it  is  fully  evident,  the  ancestor  of  this  family 
was  a  son  of  the  laird  of  Buchanan,  by  the  con- 
tinued acquiescence  of  the  lairds  of  Buchanan, 
although  there  were  no  other  evidence  to  that  pur- 
pose;  so  hence.it  appears,  that  the  pretension  of 
Auchneiven's  being  a  cadet  of  Lenny,  can  by  no 
means  be  admitted,  in  regard  Allan,  who  first 
married  the  heiress  of  Lenny,  and  the  above-men- 
tioned John  were  cotemporaries,  and  both  witnes- 
ses in  the  charter  mentioned,  and  some  others,  by 
'  designations  not  in  the  least  insinuating  any  thing 
as  the  latter's  being  either  son  or  cadet  of  the  for- 
mer.    Auchneiven's  ancestor  seems  to  have  pos- 
sessed a  considerable  interest  in  Dunbartonshire, 
being  not  only  proprietor  of  Stainiflet,  Auchin- 
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reoch,  and  some  other  moor  lands  near  the  town 
of  Dumbarton,  but  also  of  a  great  deal  of  ground 
next  adjacent  to  the  town  itself,  known  as  yet  by 
the  name  of  Buchanan's  Aikers ;  likewise  a  part 
of  the  ground  upon  which  many  of  the  houses- of 
that  town  are  built,  there  being  paid  grouncUmail 
for  the  same  by  the  builders  and  possessors.  These 
lands  continued  with  this  &mily  till  about  the 
year  1590,  when  John  Buchanan  of  Stainiflet 
sold  them  with  all  his  other  interest  in  and  about 
Dunbarton,  being  mostly  now  in  possession  of  Sir 
James  Smollet,  as  are  also  the  most  ancient  evi~ 
dents  that  pertained  to  that  family;  all  now  in 
custody  of  the  present  Auchneiven,  being  only  the 
evidents  of  Auchneiven  and  Lecher,  of  a  more 
modern  date  than  those  of  Stainiflet. 

The  first  of  those  of  Lecher  I  find  upon  record, 
is  a  resignation,  by  Neil  Macllroy,  heritor  thereof,, 
of  the  lands  of  Lecher  and  pertinents,  to  George 
Buchanan  of  Stainiflet,  dated  in  the  year  1482; 
The  said  right,  with  that  of  the  lands  of  Ibert, 
for  good  service  done,  and  to  be  done,  was  con- 
firmed to  the  said  George  by  William,  lord 
Graham,  in  the  year  1489. 

George's  successor  was  Patrick,  whose  successor 
was  called  Thomas,  as  appears  by  charter  of  thtf 
two  parts  of  Lecher,  by  William,  earl  of  Montrose, 
to  Thomas  Buchanan,  son  and  heir  to  the  deceased 
Patrick  Buchanan  of  Stainiflet,  and  Elizabeth 
Edmonstone,  daughter'to  the  laird  of  Duntreath, 
his  spouse,  in  life-rent,  and  their  heirs,  in  fee, 
dated  in  the  year  1558. 
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Thomasfe  successor  was  John,  who  sold  Staini- 
flet,  as  appears  by  precept  of  Clare  Constat,  in  his 
favour,  as  heir  to  Thomas  his  father,  by  John, 
ear  1  of  Montrose,  of  the  lands  of  Lecher,  dated  in 
the  year  1581.  This  John  had  two  sons,  Walter 
his  successor,  and  Dugal,  who  went  to  Ireland, 
some  of  whose  posterity  having  returned,  reside 
at  Linlithgow  and  Queensferry;  and  others  re* 
mained  in  Ireland.  Of  this  Dugal  is  descended 
William  Buchanan,  gardener  in  Glasgow. 

To  John  succeeded  Walter,  who  was  married 
to  Edmonstone  of  Balleun's  daughter,  as  appears 
by  a  season  in  her  favour,  in  life-rent,  of  the  lands 
of  Lecber,  by  John  Buchanan,  father  to  this  Wal- 
ter, dated  in  the  year  1628,  by  whom  he  had 
John  his  successor,  as  is  clear  by  charter  in  his  fa- 
vour, by  James,  earl  of  Montrose,  afterward  mar- 
quis, of  an  annuity  of  three  chalder  of  victual, 
payable,,  irredeemably,  out  of  the  lands  of  Aucb- 
neiven,  dated  in  the  year  1830 ;  as  also  a  precept 
of  Clare  Constat,  by  James,  marquis  of  Montrose, 
with  seasin  thereon,  to  the  above-mentioned  John, 
of  the  lands  of  Auchneiven,  dated  anno  1668. 
Walter  of  Auchneiven's  second  son  was  Walter, 
late  deacon  of  the  bakers  in  Glasgow,  who  had 
four  sons,  John  Buchanan,  merchant  in  Glasgow, 
Walter,  maltman  there,  George,  baker  there,  and 
Thomas  Buchanan,  master  of  a  ship  belonging  to 
the  said  town.  He  had  also  two  daughters,  Ma- 
rion, married  to  Robert  Graham,  merchant  in 
Glasgow,  and  Janet,  married  to  George  Currie, 
merchant  in  that  city.    John  of  Auchneiven  was 
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married  to  Elizabeth  Crawford,  daughter  to  John 
Crawford,  portioner  of  Partick.  He  had  by  her 
John  his  successor,  and  Walter  Buchanan,  writer 
in  Glasgow,  who  acquired  the  lands  of  Teucher- 
hill  in  the  parish  of  Meikle  Govan. 

John  of  Auchneiven  last-mentioned  was  married 
to  Graham  of  Killearn's  daughter,  and  had  by  her 
one  son,  John  Buchanan,  present  Auchneiven, 
who  is  married  to  Graham  of  Eillearn's  daughter ; 
and  one  daughter  unmarried. 

.  The  Buchanans  of  the  third  of  Lecher  are  ca- 
dets of  Auchneiven ;  as  also  John  Buchanan,  ba- 
ker, and  late  deacon  convener  in  Glasgow,  father 
to  John  Buchanan,  late  deacon  of  the  bakers  there, 
who  had  three  daughters,  the  eldest  married  to 
William  Anderson,  merchant  in  Glasgow,  the 
second  to  George  Danzeil,  wright  in  the  said 
town,  the  third  to  Mr.  Robert  Buchanan  of  Am* 
pryor,  whose  daughter  is  married  to  the  laird  of 
Bardowie. 

Also  the  ancestor  of  those  Buchanans  lately  in 
Borland,  now  in  other  parts  of  Buchanan  paroch, 
was  a  cadet  of  this  family.  James  Buchanan,  un- 
cle to  these  last-mentioned,  went  to  Ireland  in 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II. 
John,  eldest  son  to  the  said  James,  being  a  per- 
son of  good  parts  and  education,  became  lord 
mayor  of  Dublin,  and  upon  that  account  obtained 
the  honour  of  Knighthood;  he  purchased  a  good 
estate  near  that  city,  of  which  his  son  is  now  in 
possession,  who,  with  some  other  sons  of  his*  and 
a  brother,  and  others  of  this  family,  resides  in 
Leinster,  and  other  places  of  that  kingdom. 
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The  latest  cadet  of  Auchneiven's  family  is 
John,  son  to  the  deceast  Walter  Buchanan,  writer 
in  Glasgow,  being  the  present  Auchneiven's  cou- 
sin-german,  and  present  proprietor  of  Teucher- 
hill. 
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BUCHANAN  OF  MILTOUN; 

.  also  or 

BUCHANAN  OF  CASffiLL,  ARDUILL, 
AND  SALLOCHIE. 


ALTHOUGH  the  descent  of  the  ancestors  of 
those  I  am  to  treat  of  in  this  place  be  more  late 
off  the  family  of  Buchanan  than  that  of  some 
others  already  mentioned,  nevertheless,  having  ob- 
tained no  manner  of  written  document  tending  to 
the  illustration  of  their  descent,  but  only  a  tradi- 
tional account  of  the  same,  by  which  means  there 
cannot  be  very  much  advanced  concerning  them ; 
I  have  chosen  for  that  reason,  not  only  to  treat  of 
them  jointly,  but  also  to  place  the  account  of  them 
after  that  of  others,  whose  descent  can  be  cleared 
by  written,  and  therefore  more  convincing,  docu- 
ments, or  authorities. 

Z 

Digitized  by  VjOCK 


266  ACCOUNT  OF  BUCHANAN 

As  for  the  family  of  Miltodn,  neither  I  nor 
any  other  of  the  name  of  Buchanan  I  had  ever 
occasion  of  conversing  with,  had  the  least  know- 
ledge of,  or  correspondence  with,  any  such  family ; 
all  found  upon  record  concerning  the  same,  being 
a  description  or  blazon  of  the  armorial  bearing  of 
Mr.  Patrick  Buchanan,  son  to  Buchanan  of  Mil- 
toun,  a  cadet  of  Buchanan  of  that  ilk,  mentioned 
in  Mr.  Nisbet's  Treatise  of  Heraldry,  lately  pub- 
lished,  in  which  is  given  no  manner  of  account  of 
that  family's  genealogy,  but  only  what- relates  to 
the  above-mentioned  gentleman's  bearing,  as  a  ca- 
det thereof.  So  that  all  I  can  offer  concerning 
this  family  is  founded  upon  a  traditional  account  I 
had  from  a  certain  gentleman,  who  was  an  officer 
in  the  laird  of  Buch^pan's  r^gjupent  in  the  year 
1645,  at  which  time  that  regiment  being  in  garri- 
son in  Inverness,  one  Colin  Buchanan  of  Miltoun 
of  Peatty,  a  gentleman  of  good  repute,  and  whose 
interest  lay  within  a  few  miles  of  the  town  of 
Invents,  .kept  very  much^iregpqndence  with 
B.u<?hwWQ  .and  utis, officers,  wfeije  in  g^rrisop  in 
that  town.  He  was  desqejideid,  by  any  thing  can 
be  colleqted  frpm  ,any  account  given  tjben  out,  of 
Maurice  BM^bw^s  ;«Qn,  whp,  was  trea&yrer  .to 
the  d^ipbiwe^sof  ,Fw^.#  the  feigpi  rf.ki^g 
Jawes .  J.  .  And  though  there  can,  be  no  ^qpu»t 
had,of  apy  <of  ijk*t  family V  having  coiTesppqdtt&e 
vith^ny  other  ^fjtbeir  mw$  in  tjiese  i^oregoutkern 
pairtp,  ,  Jn  wfrioh  jtfie  3^me,  Js  mpst,  jhi  Wr<W  &ese 
©wy  yw*  >. bygone,  neyerlhefcss,  it  is  y**y  pre- 
suitable  t tfeis  .family  Js jftiUin  )*\$g ;.  j&kwrtt 
seems,  by  their  arms,  to  h*v« l^es^aijot  k&g 
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ago,  it  being  evident  tbe  late  laird  of  Buchanan 
changed  liis  motto  from  Audacea  JMto^  into  Clarior 
himc  Horns;  in  the  latter  part  of 'bis  time,  <to  which 
last  that  of  Mr.  Buchanan, ;  Milttatafe  son,  plainly  al* 
ludes,  his  bearing  being  Buchanan,  within  a  double 
border,  gules,  charged  with  eight  crescents,  argent, 
with  a  rose  in  crest,  sbped,  gules  ;  motto  Ducitur 
ktnc  Honos.  Tbe  Buchanans  of  the  isle  of  Sky 
seem  to  be  descended  ofMiltomv 

The  ancestor  of  the  Buchanans  of  Cashill  was 
always^  reputed'  an  immediate  cadet  of  the  family 
of-  Bucbanafr;  the  first  of  these  having  obtained 
the  lands  of  CasbiU  from  the  laird  of  Buchanan, 
by  which  thai  family  was  designed,  and  retained 
possession  thereof  for  some  ages,  until  about  the 
latter  part  of  the  reign -of  queen  Mary,  Robert 
Buchanan  of  CasbiU,  and  Walter  Buchanan  his 
son,  t  fell  at  variance  with  Thomas  Buchanan  in 
Ardtrill,  their  kinsman  and  neighbour,  in  which 
.  contest  the  said  Thomas  and  his  son  Duncan  were 
both  killed  by  those  of  Cashill,  for  which  cause 
the  laird  of  Buchanan  dispossessed  them  of  Cashill ; 
whereupon  Walter,  -  Robert's  eldest  son,  went  to 
Ireland,  where  divers  of  his  posterity  remain  yet. 
One  of'  these  having  come  thence,  and  settled  in 
Argyllshire*  was  ancestor  to  William  Buchanan  of 
Glens,  who  hath  brethren,  and  some  other  rela- 
tions in  that  country.  William's  two  sons  are, 
John  Buchanan*  younger,  merchant  in  Glasgow, 
and  James,  merchant  in  Tarbet.  Robert  of  Cashill 
had  another  son,  who  went  to  Braidalbin,  and  was 
officer  to  one  of  the  lairds  of  Glenorchy  *  the  present 
earl  of  Rraidalfoirfs  ancestor,  from  which  office  his 
2 
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posterity  were  termed  Mac Amhaoirs,  or  officer's 
sons,  of  which  there  were  some  lately  in  Buchanan 
parish,  but  now  extinct.  There  are  others  of  that 
name  yet  in  Braidalbin,  but  they  mainUdn  no  cor* 
respondence  with  the  name  of  Buchanan. 

The  ancestor  of  the  Buchanans  in  Aeduill  was 
Robert  Coich,  or  mad  Robert,  well  known  to  be 
son  to  Patrick,  second  of  that  name  laird  of  Buch- 
anan, in  the  reign  of  king  James  IV.,  as  by  un- 
controverted  tradition  is  asserted.  He  was,  upon 
account  of  his  passionate  or  precipitant  temper, 
termed  Coich,  or  mad,  more  especially  from  two 
mad  adventures  of  his.  The  first  of  which  was, 
his  being  engaged,  under  a  great  penalty,  to  pre- 
sent a  certain  malefactor  to  the  laird  of  Buchanan, 
and  the  person  to  be  presented  dying  before  the 
prefixed  time  of  presentation,  mad  Robert's  surety 
was  charged  to  pay  the  penalty ;  whereupon  he 
went  to  the  place  where  the  principal  was  interred, 
and  having  digged  up  his  corps,  carried  the  same, 
and  threw  it  upon  the  court  table  before  the  laird 
and  company,  protesting  thereupon  to  be  free  of 
the  penalty  for  non-production.  The  laird,  and 
others  present,  being  somewhat  surprised  at  this 
uncommon  action,  frankly  acquitted  the  penalty, 
lest  a  greater  inconveniency  might  ensue  upon 
refusal.  The  second  of  mad  Robert's  adventures 
was,  his  killing  a  gentleman  who  belonged  to  the 
lord  Graham,  for  no  other  reason,  but  that  the 
said  gentleman,  by  his  lord's  orders,  was  going  to 
uplift  the  rents  of  certain  lands  in  the  upper  part 
of  Buchanan  parish,  then  belonging  to  the  lord 
Graham,  and  which  Robert  disdained  should  be 
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pfeMNKdfby  any  other  than  a  Buchanan,  it  being 
contiguous  to  their  estate. 

The  lord  Graham,  justly  incensed  at  this  ae- 
tiori,  had  reeotirae  to  Buchanan  for  reparation, 
whitih  seeing  ndt  very  practicable  to  be  had  of  the 
qctor,  attd  Buchanan  having  satisfied  my  lord  of 
his  not  being  accessory  to  that  affair,  my  lord  was 
obliged -for  preventing  future  inconveniences,  to 
make  an  exchange  of  the  lands  in  Buchanan  parish, 
with  thotie  of  Bamoir,  lying  near  to  his  other  es- 
tate* and  which  then  pertained  to  Buchanan. 

Mad  Robert  had  only  one  son,  called  Patrick, 
who,  as  his  father  had  that  of  Coich,  had  the  nick- 
name of  Courrui,  or  champion ;  the  reason  of  giving 
that  epithet  to  him  bang  this ;  the  families  of  Argyll 
and  Buchanan  being  at  variance  in  this  Patrick's 
time,  Argyll  and  Buchanan,  each  of  them  attended 
with  a  .select  party  of  horsemen,  according  to  the 
custom  of  these  times,  met  accidentally  at  Cramond 
water,  the  one  coming  from,  the  other  going  for, 
Edinburgh ;  these  two  parties  standing  upon  each 
bank  of  the  river,  and  neither  of  them  adventuring 
to  enter  the  same ;  at  length  Patrick  Buchanan, 
mad  Robert's  son,  couching  his  spear,  and  setting 
spurs  to  his  horse,  jumped  boldly  with  no  little 
noise  into  the  river,  and  past  through,  Buchanan 
Wjith  his  party  following  him.  Upon  which  Ar- 
gyll's party  stood  a  little  aside,  and  left  the  passage 
clear.  Upon  Patrick's  jumping  into  the  water, 
Argyll  said  in  Irish  to  the  laird  of  Kilmartin,  who 
stood  next  him,  "By  St.  Martin  that  is  a  massy 
champion,"  in  Irish  Courrui,  whence  Patrick  was 
always  termed  afterwards  the  Courrui,  or  cham- 
3 
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pion.  He  had  four  sops,  Finlay,  Alexander* 
Thomas,  and  Patrick.  Of  Finlay,  the  eldest  of 
these,  are  descended  Alexander  Buchanan,  father 
to  James  Buchanan,  now  of  Cremannan,  who,  with 
his  sons,  resides  in  Ireland ;  Mr.  James  Buchanan, 
who  purchased  the  lands  of  Cremannan,  and  hav~ 
ing  no  issue,  disponed  those  lands  to  the  present 
James  of  Cremannan  his  nephew.  The  Buchan- 
ans, possessors  for  a  long  time  of  Blaijrour  in  Dry- 
men  parish,  of  which  John  Buchanan  in  Easter 
Balfunning,  Thomas  Buchanan,  stabler  in  Edin- 
burgh, with  some  others,  are  also  descended  off 
the  said  Finlay. 

Of  Alexander,  Patrick's  second  son,  are  descend* 
ed  the  Buchanans,  for  some  time  possessors  of  Bal- 
lantone  and  Gaidrew  of  Drumquhassil. 

Of  Thomas  the  third  son,  are  descended  the 
Buchanans  in  Wester  Arduill  in  Buchanan  pariahs 
ordinarily  termed  Donald  MacThomas,  his  race. 

Of  Patrick,  the  fourth  son  of  Patrick  the  Cour- 
rui,  is  descended  Finlay  Buchanan,  in  Laggan  of 
Tyrconnell  in  Ireland,  who  has  some  brethren, 
and  other  relations  of  that  race,  residing  near  Ra- 
pho  and  some  other  places  of  that  kingdom. 

The  Buchanans  in  Sallochy  their  progenitor, 
as  those  others  last-mentioned,  conform  to  any  tra- 
ditional account  can  be  obtained,  was  an  imme- 
diate cadet  of  the  family  of  Buchanan,  his  name 
being  Gilbert,  whence  his  progeny  were  termed 
ordinarily*  MacGilberts,  or  Gilbertsons.  The  first 
possession  given  to  this  Gilbert  was  Sallochy  in 
Buchanan  parish,  of  which  his  posterity  retained 
possession  for  divers  generations*    That  family  was 
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divided  into  several  branches,  one  of  these  con* 
tinuing  in  the  old  possession,  till  of  late  years, 
John,  last  of  this  branch,  died  without  male  issue. 
Another  branch  of  this  family  went  to  Kllpa- 
trlck,  and  settled  in  Forgiestoun,  whose  issue  hav- 
ing spread  through  some  other  parts  of  Kilpatrick 
and  Bathernock,  any  of  them  who  yet  exist,  pre- 
tend to  be  of  Lenny's  family,  seeing  the  greater 
part  of  the  other  Buchanans  of  these,  and  some 
neighbouring  places  are  really  of  the  family  of 
Lenny.  Besides  those  already  mentioned,  there 
are  some  small  heritors,  with  divers  farmers,  of  the 
name  of  Buchanan,  in  Middle  and  East  Calder,  as 
also  near  Langholm  in  the  south  country,  of  whose 
descent  I  could  obtain  no  distinct  account ;  so  that 
I  must  leave  the  same  undetermined* 

Having  completed  (conform  to  what  instructions 
I  could  obtain,)  all  I  designed  to  treat  of  in  rela- 
tion to  the  family  of  Buchanan,  and  the  cadets 
thereof,  who  retain  that  surname,  I  proceed  next 
to  the  account  of  the  cadets  of  that  family,  wjio 
pass  under  other  denominations,  nevertheless,  are 
known,  and  own  themselves  to  be  cadets  of  the 
family  of  Buchanan.  And  though  it  be  an  inver- 
sion of  the  method  I  have  hitherto  used,  I  shall 
begin  with  the  most  ancient  and  most  reputed  of 
these. 
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IN  regard  the  M'Auselans  are  the  only  sept,  or 
cadet  of  the  family  of  Buchanan,  though  of  another 
denomination,  that  have  yet  retained  the  ancient 
surname  by  which  the  family  of  Buchanan  was  de- 
nominated, I  shall  therefore  treat  of  these  in  the 
first  place,  as  being  the  eldest  cadets,  and  those  of 
that  name  in  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  complexly 
taken,  of  the  best  account  of  any  other  cadets  erf 
that  family,  whence  they  derived  their  origin. 
,And  though  all  the  evidents  of  any  considerable 
antiquity,  which  belonged  to  the  baron  M'Auselan, 
are  long  ago  lost,  so  that  all  that  can  be  obtained 
for  illustration  of  the  descent  of  that  family,  is  a 
traditional  account  of  the  ancestor  of  the  present  fa- 
mily of  M'Auselans,  being  a  second  son  of  one  of 
the  Auselans,  generally  reputed  to  be  the  first  of 
the  three  so  named,  and  who  first  acquired  the 
lands  of  Buchanan ;  yet  this  account,  though  the 
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exact  time  of  the  M'Aiiselans  descent  cannot  be  so 
exactly  known,  is  fully  confirmed  by  the  evident* 
of  the  family  of  Buchanan,  by  which  it  is  clear  to 
a  demonstration,  that  their  surname  for  divers 
ages  was  M'Auselan,  before  the  assumption  of  that 
of  Buchanan,  and  that  the  laird  of  Buchanan,  as 
also  the  barons  M'Auselan  in  all  times  thereafter, 
owned  the  descent  of  that  sept  of  M'Auselans,  to 
be  as  above  related.  There  was  indeed  aground* 
less  pretence  sometime  made  of  the  baron  M'Ause- 
lan's  being  the  elder  branch  of  the  family,  seeing 
he  still  retained  the  ancient  surname,  being  of  the 
same  import  with  the  like  pretensions  made  by  the 
families  of  M'Arture,  now  Campbel  of  Strachyr, 
and  M'Pherson  of  Cluny ;  the  first  pretending  to  be 
descended  off  the  family  of  Lochow,  while  Oduin, 
before  the  assumption  of  Campbel,  the  other  from 
that  of  M'Cattan,  before  that  family  assumed  the 
surname  of  Mcintosh,  and  so  both  the  more  ancient. 
But  as  these  long  ago  upon  just  grounds  ceded  their 
pretensions,  so  also  have  the  M'Auselans.  Their 
estate,  by  any  of  their  documents  now  extant,  was 
never  known  to  amount  to  more  than  the  little  in- 
terest of  about  twenty  pounds  sterling  of  yearly 
rent,  possessed  by  the  late  baron  M'Auselan, 
which  seems  to  have  been  the  patrimony  given  to 
the  first  of  that  family,  upon  his  descent  off 
M'Auselan,  laird  of  Buchanan.  Nor  is  the  sup- 
position less  groundless,  that  Sir  Alexander,  design- 
ed M'Auselan,  a  knight  of  Lennox,  who  acquired 
the  addition  to  the  armorial  bearing  of  Buchanan 
at  the  battle  of  Bauge,  might  probably  have  been 
baron  M'Auselan,  and  not  Buchanan ;  seeing  the 
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latter  surname  was  assumed  some  eonsideMtbtetime 
before  that ,  achieve»ebt ;  but  >  this  supposition  is 
still  further  frivolous  upon  divers  taceoimts,'  it  not 
being  probable,  that  a  person  of  so  little  interest, 
could  be  knighted  at  such  early  times,  while  a 
great  many  of  the  best  quality  with  difficulty  ob- 
tained that  honour,  and  if  any  of  ttrat  family  had 
so  done,  it  is  improbable  they  would  have  allowed 
Buchanan  to  assume  these  arms,  without  the  least 
opposition  at  any  time  thereafter.  It  is  also  evi- 
dent that  the  lairds  of  Buchanan  used,  and  were 
designed  by  the  surname  of  M'Auselan  upon 
divers  occasions,  for  a  long  time  after  the  as- 
sumption of  Buchanan;  as  for  instance,  in  a 
charter  by  the  earl  of  Lennox  to  Finlay  Campsy, 
of  a  part  of  the  lands  so  named,  to  which  Maurice, 
laird  of  Buchanan,  is  witness  by  designation  of 
M?Auselan,  though  grandchild  to  Gilbert,  who 
first  assumed  Buchanan.  So  that  itU  no  matter  of 
admiration,  that  the  monks  of  Pluscarden,  who  re- 
late the  adventure  of  Sir  Alexander,  and  living  at 
such  vast  distance  from  the  place  of  his  residence, 
might  happen  to  design  him  by  his  ancient  surname, 
and  best  known  to  them,  rather  than  by  one  so 
lately  assumed. 

The  first  of  these  M'Auselans  I  could  find  upon 
record,  is  Malcolm  M'Auselan,  inserted  witness  in 
a  charter,  by  Malcolm,  earl  of  Lennox,  of  the  lands 
of  Luss,  in  favour  of  John,  laird  thereof,-  in  the 
reign  of  king  Alexander  III.  This  Malcolm 
(though  few  or  none  in  these  old  charters  are  fully 
designed)  seems  to  have  been  baron  M'Auselan, 
the  lairds  of  Buchanan  having  generally  disused 
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that  trf  M'Auselan,  before .  the  date  of  this  charter. 
I/find  naiBOce  of  these  recorded,  but  A  traditional 
account  of  one  .MfcBeth,  baron  M*Auselan,  a  person 
of  *?ni5CMaMnon'Bt«lure  and  strength,  who  lived  in 
king  Robert  the  thurd's  time,  and  seems  to 'have 
beeifeoojatemporary  with  Sir Alexander  M'Auselan, 
oriBuchanan,  which  makes  the  supposition  already 
mentioned  the  more  improbable;  Alexander,  last 
baron  M'Auselan,  leaving  only  one  daughter,  who 
wja^maraed  to  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Camp- 
be V  after  whose  death,  she  sold  her  interest  to  Sir 
HurpphreyXJolchoun  of  Luss,  her  superior*    The 
remainder  of  the^Seotch  M<Auselans,  reside  mostly 
in  Lennox.     But  the  greatest  number  and  of  best 
account  of  that  name,  reside  in  the  counties  of  Ty- 
rone, Derry,  and  Down,  in  the  north  of  Ireland. 
The  ancestors  of  the  principal  men  of  these  last, 
were  Andrew,  and  John  M'Auselans,  sons  of  the 
baron  M'Auselan,  who  went  out  of  the  paroch  of 
Luss  to  that  kingdom,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
reign  of  king  James  VI.     This  Andrew  had  a  son 
called  Alexander,  upon  whom  he  bestowed  a  good 
education,  by  which  means,  becoming  a  prudent, 
active  gentleman,  he  obtained  a  commission  in  the 
army ,  in  time  of  the  civil  wars,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  I.     At  the  end  of  those  wars,  partly  by 
debenture,  partly  by  purchase,  he  acquired  the  es- 
tates of  Resh  and  Ardstaw  in  the  county  of  Tyrone. 
He  had  two  sons,  the  eldest  whereof,  Oliver  of  Resh, 
was  one  of  the  most  sufficient  gentlemen  in  these 
parts  of  that  kingdom.     In  the  year  1698,  he  was 
high-sheriff  of  that  county,  and  influenced  most  of 
his  own  name  throughout  the  country,  to  settle  in 
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and  near  bis  own  estate,  which  at  first  scarce  a* 
mounting  to  five  hundred  pound  sterling  of  yearly 
rent,  he  increased  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  leave  to 
his  son  a  clear  estate  of  fifteen  hundred  pound  per 
annum.  He  was  twice  married,  and  left  by  both  a 
numerous  issue.  His  successor  hath  a  lodging  in 
a  little  town  called  Strabane,  where  he  ordinarily 
resides,  and  for  which  place  he  serves  as  member 
of  parliament,  as  his 'father  did  for  many  years. 
Oliver's  brother  is  called  Andrew,  having  an  estate 
called  Ardocheyl,  who,  and  a  great  many  others  of 
good  circumstances  of  the  name  of  M'Auselan*  re* 
side  in  the  counties  already  mentioned* 
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NEXT  in  antiquity  to  the  MacAuselans  is  the 
sept  of  the  M  acMillans  ;  for,  as  the  MacAuse- 
lans are  generally  reputed  to  be  descended  of  An- 
selan,  first  of  that  name  laird  of  Buchanan,  so  the 
MacMillans'  progenitor  is  known  to  be  second  son 
to  Anselan,  the  third  of  that  name.  And  though 
the  first  be  the  more  ancient,  this  in  respect  of 
number  is  by  far  the  most  considerable  of  any 
other  cadet  of  whatever  denomination.  There  is 
no  document,  in  so  far  as  I  could  discover,  In  the 
hands  of  any  of  this  sept,  to  clear  their  descent  off 
the  family  of  Buchanan,  but  only  an  uncontro- 
verted  tradition,  which  asserts  their  ancestor  to  be 
brother  to  the  first  who  assumed  the  surname  of 
Buchanan.  Which  is  the  more  to  be  relied  on,  in 
regard  I  find  the  same  to  agree  in  all  respects 
with  a  written  document  lately  found,  by  which 
that  descent  is  clearly  illustrated,  by  a  charter,  by 
2  A 
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IfaUuin,  earl  of  Lennox,  to  Gihnore,  sonof  Mul- 
donich,  of  the  estate  of  Loss,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Alexander  II.  in  which,  Anselan,  laird  of  Buch- 
anan, with  Gilbert,  his  eldest  son,  who  first  as* 
sumed  the  surname  of  Buchanan,  and  Methlan, 
bis  second- son,  ancestor  of  the  MacMillans,  are 
inserted  witnesses.  So  that,  notwithstanding  a 
fond  opinion  obtained  for  some  time,  of  their 
obtaining  that  denomination  from  their  ances- 
tor's being  bald,  in  Irish  Maoilain,  and  thence 
MacMailans,  or  bald-man's  sons,  yet  there  is  not 
the  least  show  of  reason  for  any  such  supposition, 
after  such  a  clear  evident  for  evincing  the  contra- 
ry, and  a  more  probable  reason  of  that  denomina- 
tion is  found  out.  For  it  is  clear,  that  MacMeth- 
lan  can  be  no  otherwise  pronounced  i»  Briati  than 
aa  the  MacMillans  pronounce  their  name. 

This  Methlan  is  not  found  to  have  left  his  na- 
tive country,  but  having  a  great  many  softs,  one 
or  two  of  these  went  to  Kintyre*  upoft  aecottot  of 
a  friendship  then  much  cultivated  betwixt  the 
families  of  the  great  MacDonakl  and  Bbcbanan ; 
the  first  being  some  small  time  before  allied  with 
the  principal  person  of  the  CVKyaas,'  of  which  fi*» 
■ily  that  of  Buchanan  was  originally  descended. 

By  this  means  Methlan1*  sons,  being  Buchanan's 
grandchildren,  met  with  a  very  kind  feeeption 
from  the  lord  MacDoaald,  who,  for  his  service,  aJ* 
lowed  to  one  of  them  a  considerable  estate  in  Xbap- 
dale,  in  the  south-west  part  6f  Kiiftyre,  who  for 
Us  heroic  achievements  was  terited  M  the  grant 
XacMtUan  of  Knap,"  as  is  asserted  bj  an  account 
of  lih  family,  oobveyed  to*y  hand*  by  *UcMiUeto 


of  Damnore  m  Knapdale,  being  the  principal  mtt 
of  that  name,  or  sept  Who  further  adds,  that  in 
all'  timet  bygone,  as  also  at  present,  he,  and  bis 
whole  sept  did,  and  do  own  themselves  to  be  de* 
soended  of  the  family  of  Buchanan ;  and  that  one 
of  his  ancestors  caused  build  a  v*ry  pretty  chape} 
i*  Kilmorieof  Knap,  for  devotion  and  burying* 
place,  in  which  there  is  a  fine  ernes,  with  divers 
other  figures  neatly  cut  in  stone,  and  a  great  many 
characters  engraven  thereon  scarcely  legible,  which 
intimate  the  founder's  name  to  have  been  JEneas 
MacMillan,  who,  or  some  of  his  ancestors,  built  a 
large  tower  in  addition  to  Castlesuin,  or  MacSuuft 
castle,  the  other  part  of  that  castle,  according  to 
tradition,  being  built  by  the  progenitor  of  the 
Maxwells,  upon  his  first  coming  from  Ireland,  and 
settling  for  some  time  in  Knapdale,  being  descend* 
ed  of  the  great  clan  MacSuin  in  Ireland,  and  then 
naming  the  castle  MacSuin's  castle,  or  Castlesuin, 
aa  now  termed.  It  seems  very  probable,  that  up- 
on .  MaoSuin's  leaving  that  country,  and  settling 
in  the  southern  parts,  his  neighbour  MacMillan 
got  possession  of  the  castle,  and  upon  that  ocoa* 
sura  built  the  additional  tower  thereto,  which  he 
termed  «'  MacMillan's  tower/'  as  the  first  was  de- 
nominated from  MacSuin.  There  is  a  tradition, 
that  a  brother  of  MacMillan,  who  went  first  from 
tips  country  with  him  in  the  time  of  the  civil  wars 
alter  the  death  of  king  Alexander  III.  went  from 
Argyllshire  to  Galloway,  and  settled  in  that  ooun* 
ivy,  bung  the  progenitor  of  the  MacMilkns  of 
Galloway.  The  principal  man  of  these  is  Mae* 
Millan  of  Brocklocb.  There  are  also  divers  other 
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heritors,  arid  a  good  number  of  the  vulgar  sort  of 
the  name  in  that  country,  who  acknowledge  their 
origin  to  be  the  same  with  the  MacMillans  of  Ar- 
gyllshire. 

The  cause  of  the  MacMillans  losing  the  greatest 
part  of  their  estate  in  Knapdale,  is  reported  to 
have  been  their  joining  the  lord  MacDonald  their 
superior,  in  aiding  James,  earl  of  Douglas,  in  that 
rebellion  against  king  James  II.  in  the  year  145S. 
Another  of  Methlan's  sons,  being  brother  to  Mao- 
Millan  first  of  Enap,  went  to  Perthshire*  and 
settled  in  Lawers.  This  MacMUlan  had  ten  sons, 
whom  Chalmers,  then  laird  of  Lawers,  offering  by 
force  to  dispossess  of  these  lands  possessed  by  them,  t 
could  not  get  the  same  effectuated  till  he  obtained 
from  king  David  II.  letters  of  fire  and  sword 
against  them,  which  orders,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  sheriff  of  that  shire,  he  with  the  utmost  diffi- 
culty put  in  execution,  obliging  most  of  them  to 
abandon  that  country,  and  go  to  their  friends  in 
Argyllshire ;  whence  some  of  these  returning  in 
process  of  time,  obtained  a  part  of  their  ancient 
possessions  in  Lawers,  and  were  ancestors  to  the 
MacMillans  (though  much  decayed)  in  Ardownaig, 
and  other  pans  of  Braidalbin.  This  account  is 
asserted  by  a  brieve  (of  which  I  had  a  transcript) 
obtained  some  years  ago  by  one  Serjeant  MacMU- 
lan, descended  from  the  MacMillans  of  Galloway, 
in  the  gray  dragoons,  from  one  of  the  kings  of 
arms  in  England.  By  this  brieve  it  is  further  as- 
serted, that  it  was  Metblan  himself  that  settled  in 
Lawers,  and  that  some  of  his  sons  went  first  and 
settled  in  Argyllshire,- upon  the  said,  letters  of  fire 
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and  4W0*d  being  put  in  execution  against  them  by 
Chalmers,  laird  of  Lawers. 

A  son-  of  the  great  MacMillan  of  Knap,  who 
resided  in  a  certain  place  in  Kintyre,  called  Eil- 
obammag*  having  killed  one  Marailach  Moir,  a 
etrtain  stranger,  of  great  account,  who  had  settled 
ki  these  parts,  and  seems  to  have  been  a  great 
oppressor  of  his  neighbours,  whieh  gave  rise  to 
fhe  contest  betwixt  him  and  his  neighbour  Mac- 
Millan ;  for  this  he  was  with  six  of  his  friend*, 
his  associates  in  that  action,  obliged  to  take  boat, 
and  flee  to  Lochaber,  and  in  this  exigency  hav- 
ing recourse  to  the  laird  of  Locheal,  he  was  m- 
eeived  into  his  protection,  and  allowed  possessions 
m  his  lands.  These  changing  their  surnames  a 
little  from  MacMillan,  into  that  of  MacGHveii, 
to  this  day  retained,  some  small  time  after  their 
settlement  in  Lochaber,  there  came  one  of  them, 
and  settled  in  a  place  called  Badokennan,  at  the 
bead  of  Loehfine  in  Argyllshire,  being  progenitor 
to  the  MacGtl  veils  of  Glepera  and  Glenshira,  with 
ethers  in  those  parts* 

There  was  another  of  the  family  of  Knap,  called 
Archibald  Baan  MacMillan,  who  having  killed  a 
certain  man  of  repute,  was  so  closely  pursued  upon 
committing  the  slaughter,  that  coming  by  the  earl 
of  Argyll's  residence,  he  was  forced  into  tfce  eai+'s 
kitchen  for  refuge,  where  the  cook,  being  at  the 
same  time  barking,  hastily  caused  MaeMHJan  to  ex- 
4fhange  clothes  with  him,  and  faN  to  bake,  which 
prevented  his  being  apprehended,  or  discovered 
ky  the  pursuers ;  after  which  this  MacMfHatf, 
Md  W|  progeny,  assumed  the  surname  of  Marf» 
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Bhaxten,  yet  retained  by  them.  Those  of  this 
name  reside  mostly  in  Cowal  in  Aigyllihi**  *  thc 
principal  man  of  them  being  Nivein  MacBbaxter 
in  GlendarowaL.  They  term  themselves  in  En- 
glish, Baxters.  Whether  those  of  that  name  in 
the  more  Lowland  parts  be  of  the  same  stem* 
(though  it  seems  probable,)  is  more  than  I  can 
positively  determine. 

The  principal  person  of  the  MacMillans  of  Ar- 
gyllshire, is  Duncan  MacMillan  of  Dunmare; 
his  interest  and  residence  is  upon  the  south  side 
of  Lochtarbet  in  Knapdale,  in  the  shire  of  Ar- 
gyll There  are  also  MacMillans  of  Coura,  and 
of  Clochbrecks,  with  a  very  considerable  num- 
ber of  the  vulgar  sort  dispersed  through  that 
shire. 

The  MacGilveils  of  Locbaber  are  mostly  plant- 
ed upon  both  sides  of  Locherkek  in   Locbabei* 
and  live  generally  under  and  are  close  dependant* 
upon  the  laird  of  Locheal,  and  upon  all  expedi- 
tions make  up  a  company  of  an  hundred  men* 
with  officers,  all  of  that  sept;    not  reputed  the 
worst  of  Locbeal's  regiment,  being  generally  em- 
ployed in  any  desperate  enterprise  that   occurs. 
These  bad  a  controversy  not  many  years  ago  with 
another  sept,  reckoned  the  most  desperate  in  all 
those  parts,  termed  MacLonvies,  dependants  alao 
of  Locheal ;    these  last  having  murdered  one  of 
the  MacGilveils,   the  actors  being  twelve  in  num- 
ber, betook  themselves  to  the  mountains,  being 
outlaws  before,  upon  which  some  of  the  MacGil- 
veils addrest  Locheal,  telling  him*  if  he  would 
not  allow  them  to  revenge  this  murder  upon  the 
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actors,  tbey  would  destroy  the  whole  sept  without 
distinction.  Locheal  granted  their  request,  upon 
condition  tbey  would  only  prosecute  the  guilty, 
which  tbey  so  effectually  did,  that  in  a  few  days 
they  either  killed  or  brought  to  justice  the  whole 
number  of  them,  having  not  lost  one  man  of  their 
own  number,  though  divers  were  wounded.  The 
principal  persons  of  this  sept  are  the  MacGilveils 
of  Murlagan,  of  Caillie,  and  Glenpean. 

There  are  a  great  number  also  of  the  Mac* 
Millans  in  the  parishes  of  Leud  and  Armuy  in 
the  county  of  Antrim,  and  other  places  of  Ire- 
land. The  persons  of  best  account  of  them  in 
that  kingdom,  is  lieutenant  John  MacMillan  of 
Killre,  in  the  county  of  Deny,  having  an  estate 
of  five  hundred  pound  sterling,  per  annum ;  also 
doctor  MacMillan  in  Lisburn,  a  person  of  good 
repute  and  circumstances ;  and  MacMillan  of 
Glenseise,  and  others. 

MacMillan  of  Dunmore  carries  Buchanan,  for 
distinction,  upon  a  chief,  parted  per  barr,  gules, 
three  mollets,  argent. 
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THE  ancestpr  of  the  MacCgmi am*  was  Cal- 
third  son  to  Aaeelao,  third  etf  that  mow, 
and  seventh  laird  of  Buchanan,  being  brother  *> 
Gilbert,  who  first  assumed  the  surname  e#  Boen- 
aaan,  and  to  Metblan,  ancestor  of  the  MatfMil- 
lans,  Colroau  was  an  ordinary  Christian  naaaeef 
old  in  this  kingdom;  as,  lor  instance,  43olmaa, 
bishop  of  Lindisfarn  in  Northumberland,  and  af- 
terwards abbot  of  Icolmkill,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Ferquhard  I.  Also  one  of  the  Scottish  nobility, 
who  made  an  oration  against  concluding  the  league 
with  France,  in  the  reign  of  king  Achaius. 

The  time  and  cause  of  this  Colman's  son'a  going 
to  Argyllshire  is  not  very  evident,  but  it  seems 
very  probable  to  be  in  the  reign  of  king  Alexan- 
der III.  within  a  short  space  of  his  cousin  Mac- 
Millan's  going  into  that  country,  whose  good  re- 
ception there-  might  have  been  the  principal  mo- 
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live  of  his  cousin  MacColman's  following  him. 
The  only  written  document  1  find  relating  to  the 
MacColmans  is  a  charter,  or  life-rent-right,  grant- 
ed by  Duncan  MacPharlane,  of  a  part  of  his  lands, 
to  Christian  Campbell,  daughter  to  Sir  Colin  Camp- 
bell of  Lochow  his  lady,  dated  in  the  year  1395, 
and  in  the  reign  of  king  Robert  III.  The  trus- 
tees employed  by  Sir  Colin  to  see  this  right  com- 
pleted, were  John  Campbell,  dean  of  Argyll,  and 
John  MacColman. 

I  had  an  account  of  the  MacColmans  transmit- 
ted to  me  by  that  judicious  and  learned  gentleman, 
the  reverend  Mr.  Alexander  MacColman,  minister 
of  Lismore  and  Appin,  which  justly  deserves  the 
greater  regard  and  credit,  seeing  it  exactly  agrees 
with  that*  sent  me  by  MacMillan  of  Dunmore, 
near  the  same  time,  in  relation  to  his  clan,  as  also 
with  a  written  document,  which  came  not  to  my 
hands  several  years  after  receipt  of  the  said  ac- 
count.,  That  delivered  me  by  Mr.  Alexander 
MacColman  concerning  the  origin  of  that  sept, 
asserts,  that  the  ancestors  of  the  MacMillans  and 
MacColmans  were  brethren  of  him  who  first  as- 
sumed the  surname  of  Buchanan,  though  the  same 
be  not  testified  by  any  written  document,  but  by 
Br  continued  and  inviolable  tradition  handed  down 
from  one  generation  to  another,  with  which  they 
are  satisfied,  always  cheerfully  acknowledging  their 
original  descent  to  be  of  the  family  of  Buchanan, 
though  they  cannot  so  very  distinctly  tell  the  man- 
ner and  circumstances  of  the  same. 

There  is  also  a  very  great  evidence  of  the  Mac- 
Colmans' blood-relation  to  the  name  of  Buchanan, 
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from  thjw,  that  notwithstanding  of  thagrfet  di* 
tance  betwixt  the  respective  redden***  of  tiieee  two 
names,  rod  upon  that  apgouat  the  vAdamaa*  of 
their  mutual  converse,  or  correspondence  with  one 
another,  yet  they  have*  the  same  inviolable  love 
and  entire  respect  far  the  name  of  Buchanan,  that 
they  have  for  one  another  of  their  nearest  rela- 
tion*, although  no  preceding  acquaintance  or  good 
offices  intervene. 

Moreover,  although  the  MaeColwans  have  re- 
sided in  Mucarn,  and  other  adjacent  places  in  Ar- 
gyllshire, upwards  of  four  hundred  years,  yet  they 
never  gave  any  bond  of  Manrie,  or  other  acknow- 
ledgement, to,  or  had  the  least  dependence  upon, 
any  person  or  clan  in  thete  parts,  though  there  is 
no  other  sept  in  the  same  circumstances  in  all  those 
countries,  but  what  are  obliged  to  give  sowe  such 
bond  or  acknowledgement.  The  principal  places 
in  which  these  reside  are  Mucarn,  and  Benedera 
loch  in  Upper  Lorn,  in  the  shire  of  Argyll*  The 
men  of-  best  account  of  them  are  Mr,  John  Mae- 
Colmaui  son  to  the  said  Mr.  Alexander,  who  hath 
a  little  interest  in  Lissome;  also  another  Mr. 
John,  brother  to  the  same  Mr*  Alexander,  who 
hath  ten  sons,  all  men  of  good  repute. 

Besides  these,  there  are  sixty  effective  men  of 
that  name  in  these  parts. 

There  is  another  sept  of  these  MacColmans  in 
Kintail,  in  the  earl  of  Seaforth1*  land,  descended 
cf  one  Mr.  Murdo,  (or,  as  the  Irish  term  it,) 
Murcho  MacColman,  who  went  from  Argyllshire 
into  that  country,  near  two  hundred  years  ago. 
These  are  termed  in  Irish  MaeAmhaisdirs,  or 
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Mastersons,  but  term  themselves  in  English  Mur- 
chisons,  from  Murcho,  their  ancestor's  ancient 
name.  The  principal  man  of  these  is  Murchison 
of  Ouchtertyre,  in  the  parish  of  Locheilg  in  Ian- 
tail.  These  term  themselves  Dowes  when  in  the 
Lowlands,  and  assert  the  Dowes  upon  Forth  and 
other  places  to  be  descended  pf  them,  which  Do  we 
of  Arnhall,  the  principal  person  of  that  name,  in  a 
great  measure  owned,  there  being  upon  that  ac- 
count great  intimacy  betwixt  the  late  laird  of. 
Buchanan  and  Mm ;  but  both  their  estate*  being 
gone  to  other  families,  through  want  of  male  issue, 
that  correspondence  betwixt  the  two  names  is 
ceased. 
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THERE  is  no  written  document  to  evince  the 
circumstances  of  the  descent  of  the  name  of  Spit- 
tel  off  the  family  of  Buchanan ;  though  an  un- 
controverted  tradition,  and  a  continued  pretension 
by  the  family  of  Buchanan  to  the  name  of  Spittel, 
and  the  acquiescence  of  the  generality  of  that 
name  in  the  pretensions  made  to  the  same,  in  a 
great  measure  clear  the  origin  of  the  name  of  Spit- 
tel  to  be,  as  is  generally  asserted. 

The  ancestor  of  that  name  was  son  to  Sir  Mau- 
rice Buchanan  of  that  ilk,  who  flourished  in  the 
reign  of  king  Alexander  III.  The  reason  given 
of  his  assuming  the  surname  of  Spittel  being,  that 
he  was  admitted  into  that  order  of  knighthood 
called  knight-templars,  or  cruch-backs,  which  order 
was  instituted  about  the  eleventh  century  of  die 
Christian  epocha,  for  defence  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion, more  especially  of  the  temple  and  cross  of 
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Jerusalem,  which,  as  the  Roman  legend  .has  it, 
Was  miraculously  found  by  Helena,  mother .  to 
Constantine  the  first  Christian  emperor,  after  much 
search  made  by,  her  orders  in  and  about  the  place 
of  our.  Saviour's  crucifixion.     For  preserving  it, 
the  empress  caused  a  stately  temple  to  be  built  at 
Jerusalem,  and  dedicated  to  the  holy  cross,  whence 
in  after  ages  a  great  many,  if  not  innumerable, 
pieces  were  sent,  by  the  popes  of  Rome,  of  that 
supposed  cross,  for  good  sums  of  money,  to  popish 
prinqes,  and .  other  potentates,  insomuch  that  one 
of  their  own  writers  affirms,  that  if  the  thousand 
part,  of  these  pieces  had  been  of  the  real  cross,  it 
would  have  soon  broken  the  back  of  Simon  pf 
Cyrene  in  carrying  it.     However,  the  above  order 
of  knights  was  chiefly  instituted  for  defence  of 
that  cross,  and  baying  the  portraiture  thereof  be- 
twixt their  shoulders,  upon  their  upper  garments, 
they  were  thence  termed  cross-backs,  or  cruch- 
backs,  and  from  the- temple  in  which  the  cross  was. 
kept,,  templars.    There  were  a  vast  deal  of  lands 
throughout  Christendom  mortified,  to  this  order, 
for  peeping  up  hospitality,  in  entertaining  such 
poor  pilgrims,. as  in  those  days  of  superstition, 
were  going  to  the,  holy  land,  to  perform  their  de- 
TOttons ;  whence  their  order  obtained  the  ftame  of . 
the  hospitallers,  and  their  lands  Spittels,  many  of 
which  yet  retain  that  name.     And  though  the 
tempers  and  they  seem  to  have  been  originally  of 
one  order,  yet  they  afterwards  were  distinct,  the 
templars  being  afterwards  known  by  the  name  of  . 
knights  of  St  John,  afterwards  Rhodes,  and  now 
of  Malta.     However  that  be,  the  hospitallers  be- 
SB 
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;in  process  ot  time  so  'scandalous  tfbrdheir 
wicked  lives,  that  the  pope,  upon  pretence  thereof, 
or,  as  tome  say,  instigated  by  Philip  the  JPair, 
king  of  France,  who  had  formed  a  design  of  get- 
ting his  tons  invested  in  a  great  part  of  these 
knight**  lands,  in  the  year  1380,  sent  hi*  positive 
aiders,  or  bulls,  to  exterminate  this  whole  order, 
and  sequestrate  their  lands.  These  orders  *e»e 
for  rtiost  part  observed,  moat  of  these  knights  ta- 
ing,  without  mercy,  pat  to  the  sword,  except  *poh 
as  were  preserved  by  some  potent  friends.  The 
pope  ehortly  repenting  his  orders  in  giving  so  many 
lands*  devoted  onoe  for  sacred,  to  be  now  bestowed 
on  secnlar  uses,  recalled  bis  promise  of  giving  the 
same  to  the  French  king  and  others,  and  thereaf- 
ter mortified  these  lands  to  the  knights  of  St  John 
above-mentioned.  Nevertheless,  a  great  part  of 
these  lands,  in  despite  of  all  the  popeeould-do, 
were  kept  by  those  laicks  who  first  delated  the  tame, 
upon  the  extinction  of  the  hospitallers. 

Among  others  who  kept  their  part,  was  this  son 
of  Buchanan,  who,  from  •  these  Spittel  lands  >poa- 
sessed  by  him,  assumed  the  surname  of  Spittel, 
(his  son  being  Adam  Spittel  of  Ledlewans,)  be- 
sides which,  he  had  Easter  Baleun,  Blairwboish, 
and  other  lands 'in  the  parishes  of  Strathblane  and 
Killearn,  being  a  considerable  estate  with  the  Spit- 
tel lands.  All  which,  having  made  a  purchase,  as 
it  would  seem,  of  some  other  place,  die  said  Adam 
Spittel  disponed  in  favour  of  bis  cousin  Walter, 
laird  of  Buchanan,  by  charter,  dated  m  the  year 
1394,  and  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  ki*«  Ro- 
bert III. 
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This  Adam  wis  ancestor  to  Spittel  of  Leuchart 
in  Fife,  which  family,  since  that  of  Buchanan  was 
extinct,  has  kept  no  manner  of  correspondence 
with  any  of  the  name,  so  that  neither  by  perusal 
of  any  of  his  evidences,  nor  by  converse  with  the 
gentleman  himself,  could  I  have  the  opportunity 
of  obtaining  a  distinct  account  of  the  time  and 
manner  of  his  acquiring  his  present  estate,  nor  the 
reason  of  his  omitting  to  marshall  any  part  of 
Buchanan's  armorial  bearing  with  thai  he  now 
bears.  The  most  obvious  reason  to  me  of  his  so 
4oing  is,  that  his  predecessor  being  in  orders,  and 
by  that  means  prohibited  an  armorial  bearing,  his 
successors,  if  they  acquired  their  estate  by  mar- 
riage, assumed  those  of  the  family  tbey  matched 
into;  if  by  purchase,  arms  most  suitable  to  their 
own  inclination.  Spittel  of  Leuchart,  being  a 
gentleman  of  a  good  estate  in  the  shire  qf  Fife,  is 
the  principal  person  of  that  sept ;.  there  being,  be* 
sides  those  in  Fife,  divers  of  that  name  intho 
Straith  of  Mqnteath,.  and  other  places  of  this  king- 
dom* 
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ORIGIN  OF  THE  MACMAURICES, 

MACANDEOIRS,  MACCHRUITERS, 

AND  MACGREUSICHS. 


THERE  are  two  several  septs  of  these  Mac- 
Maurices,  descended  off  the  family  of  Buchanan 
at  two  different  junctures  of  time.  The  ancestor 
of  the  first  of  these  septs,  for  any  thing  can  be 
found,  was  an  illegitimate  son  of  Maurice,  secont} 
of  that  name,  laird  of  Buchanan,  in  the  latter  port 
of  the  reign  of  king  Robert  I.,  and  beginning  of 
king  David  II.  The  first  of  these  I  find  upon  re- 
cord, is  Arthur  M'Maurice,  being  witness  in  a 
charter  by  Eugen  M'Kessan  of  Garchel,  in  favour 
of  Celestin  M'Lachlan,  and  Arthur  M'Neil,  of  that 
part  of  the  estate  of  Garchel,  called  Auchintroig, 
Gartclach,  &c«  in  the  reign  of  king  Robert  III. 
Those  of  this  race  reside  mostly  in  the  beads  of 
Straithern,  and  Straithallan,  and  a  few  of  them  in 
the  parish  of  Callender.    The  other  sept  of  these 
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M«M*uriee$,  isdescended  of  one  stooping  Maurice, 
illegitimate  son  to  Walter,  fourth  of  that  name, 
laird  of  Buchanan,,  in  the  reign  of  king  James  III. 
This  Maurice  is  reported  to  have  been  of  a  very 
huge«tatura,  but  withall  so  very  coarse  and  un- 
handsome, as  gave  occasion  fdr  his  being  little  re* 
gatided ;  •  so  that  in  the  time  of  king  James  IV.,  the 
laird  of  Buchanan,  with  most  of  his  name,  having 
goneto  the  battle  of  Flowdon,  left  Maurice,  with 
some  otter  invalids  to 'oversee  affairs  at  home; 
there  being  at  that  time,  some  feud  or  variaqce  be* 
twixt  M'Kenzie,  laird  of  Kintail  and  Buchanan; 
Kiatail  thought  this  a  fit  time  to  carry  on  the  same, 
and  sending  ibr  that  effect,  one  Kenneth  M'Kenzie, 
a  brother,  or  some  other  near  relation  of  his  own, 
with  eighty  men  to  harass  Buchanan's  lands,  these  v 
came  to  a  bill  betwixt  Drymen  and  Buchanan,  in 
sight  of  the  latter,  and  being  fatigued,  lay  down 
among  the  heather  to  take  some  little  repose.  Mean* 
white,  Maurice,  getting  some  notice  of  the  advance 
o£tuV  party,  *went  to  get  surer  intelligence,  and  pas* 
siirgeoeidentally  near  the  hill  in  which  the  party 
lay*  Kenneth,  the  captain,  observing  him,  went  a* 
lone  to  him,  to  get  information  of  the  state  of  the 
country*     Maurice  seeming  to  take  little  notice, of 
hinV  went  *till  on,  giving  no  satisfactory  answer  to 
any  of  his  demands;  which  at  length  so  exasperat* 
ed  M*Kenaie,  that  he  gave  Maurice  a  stroke  with 
his  sword,  not  being  at  the  trouble  of  drawing  the 
same*  *hkh  was  no  sooner  done,  than  Maurice 
gav*i  him*  suab  a  stroke  with  his  battle-ax,  as  clave 
hjsdfead  to  the  teeth,  whereupon  he  returned  in- 
stantly to  Buchanan,  and  alarmed  the  country. 
3 
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The  party  in  a  little  thrie  awakening,  and  finding 
their  captain  in  that  barf  posture,  returned  with  all 
speed  back  without  doing  the  least  violence.  The. 
place  where  this  action  was  dene,*  yet  retains-  the 
name  of  Kenneth's  plain.  A  grandchild  «f  this 
Maurice,  having  killed  a  servant  of  my  lowMMen- 
cairn,  who  resided  in  Kilraarondck,  was  oblfgerfto 
leave  his  native  country  of  Buchanan,  and  go  to  the 
village  of  Scoon,  north  of  Tay.  His  posterity  'in 
these  parts,  are  termed  Morreises,  or'Morisons. 
Some  of  these  came  thence,-  and  settled  upou  Forth, 
betwixt  Stirling  and  Culrosb,  of  whom  are  descend- 
ed most  of  the  Morisons  in  those  parts.  There 
are  also  some  of  this  last  sept  in  the  parish  of  Buch- 
anan, who  retain  their  ancient  name  of  M< Maurice, 
but  very  few  in  number.      !  «      : 

The  ancestor  of  the' sept  of  the  MacAkpeous, 
is  also  reputed  a  cadet  of  the  family,  being  report- 
ed to  be  a  man  of  prudence  and  sagacity,  who  west 
to  Argyllshire,  along  with  Walter  laird  of  Buchan- 
an's daughter,  married  in  the  reign  of -king  James 
II I.;: to  Campbel,*  laird  of;  Ardkinglass;  who,  in 
regard  there  was  no  other  of  his  surname  in  ^thft 
country,  Vas 'thfence  termed  Deoir,.  or  a' sojourner, 
whence  his  posterity  were  termed  M'Andeoirs. 
This  sept  reside  mostly  in  a  pkce  called  Arskeot- 
nish,  near  the  village  of  Kilmicbael  in  Glasrte,  as 
also  upon  the  side  of  Locfaow,  in  M«LacMaii  of 
InchchonnePs  lands.  The  principal  person  of  these, 
is  M*  Andeoir  of  Kilchoan,  near  Kilmichael  tn  GlaB- 
rie.  These  are  dependants  of  the  lartd^6f  Ardkin- 
glass, seeingtheir ancestor  went firstthett with'  his 
lady.  '  J  • -   •■-.«  « '".v. '-Kill  <•/   v- -'•*■•• 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ lC 


kACMAURlCES,   MACAKDEOIRS,  &C.         295 

The  MacChr0it*bs  were  of  along  time  reputed 
Buchanans,  having  for  divers  age&  resided  in  these* 
lands,  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Buchan- 
an and  GaHterider,  pertaining  to  the  lairds  of  Buch- 
anan, but  are  now  Wholly  decayed  in  those  parts. 
The  few  of  that  name  now  extant,  reside  in  Argyll- 
shire, hut  maintain  no  correspondence  with  the 
name  of  Buchanan.  They  obtained  their  surname, 
from-some  one  of  their  ancestors  being  a  harper,  and 
were*  thence  termed  MacChruiters,  or  HkrpersonsL 

The  MacGrsusich*  are  so  denominated,  from 
one  of  their  ancestors  being  a  cordiner*  termed  in  Irt- 
ish, Greustch,  whence  his  posterity  were  thereafter 
termed  Macgreusichs,  or  Cordiner-sons.  These  are 
of  the  saine  origin  with  the  Macartdeoirs;  that  Buck 
anan,  who  went  to  Argyllshire  with  the  laird  of 
Ardkinglass's'lady,  being  ancestor  to  both  septs. 
These  M'Greusichs,  reside  in  Gaunnans,  upon  the 
west  side  of  Lochlong,  and  betwixt  that  and  Loch- 
goyle  in  Ardkinglass's  lands,  being,  as  their  friends 
the  M'Andeoirs,  dependants  on  that  gentleman. 
There  is  also  a  small  number  residing  upon  Loch- 
goyle-side,  termed  M'Nuyers  of  Evan  Glass,  or 
Gray 'Hugh's  race,  of  the  same  origin  with  the 
M*Greusichs,  and  own  themselves  Buchanans. 
Those  already  mentioned,  are  all  the  cadets  of  other 
denominations}  directly  or  immediately  descended 
off  the  family  of  Buchanan. 

As  for  the  M'Watties,  M'Aldonichs,  and 
M'Robs,  being  all  those  of  other  denominations 
descended  off  the  family  of  Lenny,  I  made  men- 
tion of  them  in  the  account  of  that  family.  Those 
cadets  of  other  denominations,  descended  off  the 
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family  of  Drumikill,  are  the-  Risks*  so'  named 
fisom  their  ancestor's  being  born  upon  the  Bisks  of 
Drytoen.  Thete  mostly  reside  in  the  parishes  of 
Dryttien,-  BsJfton  and  Killearn,  and  some  few  of 
themrin  the  Straith  of  Mottteftth.  The  second  ca» 
detaof  this  kind  are  the  M*Kinlay8j  so  named  from 
a  son  of  DnimUullt  called  Finlay;  these  lately  in 
Blaknyle,  and  about  Bellacfc,  areof  this  sort,  as 
also  those  in  Benachrav-  and  about  tho  Water  of 
Finn)  in  Las*  parish.  The-  Mf  Eialays  in  some 
other  parte  of  these  parishes*  are-  M'Pbarians. 
The  third  of  these  cadets  was  ancestor  of  the 
MfTomases*  £o  named  from  one  Thomas  of  DrumU 
kill's  family.  It  is  also^retended^thattheYuUles 
aue  descended  of  a  son  of  DrumikillX  bora  upon 
Yuiiday.  -  This  pretension  is  adhered  to  by  some 
cf  the  name  of  Yuilley  by  others  not., 
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OTHBBS  OF  THAT  NAME  IN  THE  PUBLIC  6BBVICE  OF 
'  THEIE  FA1NCE  AND  COUNTEY,  AND  UPON  OTHER 
*    OCCASIONS. 


THE  nature  of  public  history  not  permitting 
notice  to  be  taken  of  all  the  gallant  actions  of  pri- 
vate men,  many  very  singular  achievements  of  per- 
sons bearing  the  name  of  Buchanan,  have  by  that 
means  been  passed  over  in  silence,  so  as  to  be  capa- 
ble of  being  vouched  no  otherways  than  by  private 
metaoirs,  or  traditional  accounts.  However,  we 
find  from  these,  that  many  of  the  name  of  Buchanan 
have  not  been  wanting  to  signalize  themselves,  in  as 
eminent  a  manner  as  any  of  their  station.    For  not 
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to  mention  the  vigorous  efforts  and  constancy  of  An- 
selan,  progenitor  of  that  surname,  in  the  quarrel 
and  service  of  the  Scotish  king  and  nation  against 
the  Danes,  the  inveterate  enemies  of  both,  which 
was  the  cause  of  his  obtaining  that  first  and  splen- 
did part  of  the  armorial  bearing  of  Buchanan  ;  our 
historians  also  celebrate  the  signal  adherence  of 
Sib  Mad  kick,  one  of  his  successors,  to  the  interest 
of  his  country,  during  a  greater  part  of  the  wars 
managed  after  the  death  of  king  Alexander,  a  dear 
evidence  of  which,  (as  already  hinted,)  is  his  not 
having  signed  the  ragman-roll,  violently  imposed 
by  king  Edward  the  first  of  England,  upon  most 
of  any  coosiderable'accounlr  throughout  the  king- 
dom, though  this  gentleman  at  the  time  was 
honoured  with  knighthood,  and  upon  divers  ac- 
counts* much'  preferable  to  a*  great  many,  whose 
names  are  found  at  that  bond  ef  allegiance^  to  the 
tyrannical  king,  who  allowed  none  to  refuse  it,  but 
such  as  adventured  so  to  do  at  their  utmost  hazard. 
Nor  was  this  gentleman's  successor  of  the  same 
name*  of  less  bravery  and  attachment  to  the  welfare 
and  honour  of  his  native  country,  having  accompa- 
nied his  patron,  Malcolm,  earl  of  Lennox;  in  all  the 
dangerous  adventures  the  ear]  was  concerned  in, 
during  the  reign  of  king:Robert  L,and  the  minori- 
ty ef  his  son,  king  David  II> 

The  next  who  signalised  biitactf'  for  thfe  honour 
of  his  country,  was  S»  AixxAHMft,  eldest  ton  to 
John*  second  of  that  name,  laird  of  Buchanan;  who 
procured  the-  addition  afteiwmeritioned,  to  the  ar- 
morial bearing  of  Buchanan^    The- circumstances 
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of  the  jad  venture  in  which  'this  gentleman  was  tam- 
cernqd,  and  the  actum  by  whuh  he  signalized  him- 
self, .being  briefly  thus: 

Charles,  the  first ^rfrthat  name,  -king  of  Prance, 
becomingfrant*!c,aad  bis  queen,  -with  the  assistance 
of  'the  .duke  of  Burgundy,  making  up  a  party 
against  Charles  the  dauphin,  to  whom  of  right  the 
government  of  ihe^kingdom  did  belong,  and  who 
was  therefore  the  more  favoured  and  sopported  by 
his  countrymen ;  this  created  such  jealousy  in  the 
adverse  party,  as  put  them  upon  all  imaginable 
methods  of  supporting  their  own  interest ;  in  order 
whereto,  they  had  recourse  to  Henry  the  fifth  of  En- 
gland, an  aspiring  young  king,  who  had  not  quite . 
lost  thoughts  of  the  old  pretensions  of  king  Edward 
III.,  his  great  grandfather,  to  that  kingdom.     He 
therefore  readily  accepted  of  the  queen's  invitation 
not  to  invade,  but  to  accept  in  a  manner  of  the 
kingdom  of  France,of  which  the  dauphin,  by  her  In- 
fluence, was  disinherited  by  his  father.     Upon  the 
view  of  these  advantages,  king  Henry  went  to  France 
with  a  good  army,  and  having  defeated  the  dauphin's 
army  at  Agineourt,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to 
Paris,  where  he  married  the  French  king's  daugh- 
ter, he  was  constituted  not  only  regent  of  France, 
during  the  king's  indisposition,  but  also  his  succes- 
sor in  the  kingdom.     Thus  having  ordered  matters 
in  France  to  bis  satisfaction,  he  returned  in  triumph 
to  (England,  leaving  his  brother,  Thomas;  dukepf 
Clarence,  his  vicegerent  and  general  of  the  En* 
glish  army.      The  dauphin  in  this  exigency  sent 
ambassadors  to  Scotland,  in  the  year  1419,  being 
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the  last  year  .but  one  of  the  regency  of  Robert, 
duke  of  Albany,  imploring  aid  against  the  English. 
In  compliance  with  this  request,  the  regent  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1420,  sent  over  a  supply  of 
seven  thousand  volunteers,  under  command  of 
John,  earl  of  Buchan,  his  own  son,  and  Archibald, 
earl  of  Wigtoun,  eldest  son  to  the  earl  of  Douglas. 
These  forces  arriving  in  France,  some  few  days  be- 
fore Easter,  (which  festival  was  then,  and. is  yet 
very  religiously,  if  not  superstitiously,  observed 
among  the  Romanists,)  upon  which  account,  .there 
was  a  cessation  of  arms  agreed  upon  for  some  days 
betwixt   the  Scots  and  English :   in   confidence 
whereof  the  former  remained  in  much  security :  of 
this  the  duke  of  Clarence  being  informed  by  one 
Fregosa,  an  Italian,  who  deserted  from  the  Soot- 
ish  army,  he  upon  the  intelligence,  resolved,  not- 
withstanding of  the  cessation,  to  take  his  advantage 
of  the  Scots,  fearing  more  harm  from  the  experienced 
valour  of  that  small  number,  than  most  of  the  French 
forces  besides.  So  keeping  his  design  secret,  upon 
Easter  Sabbath  he  ordered  all  his  horsemen  to  arm, 
judging  these  sufficient  for  the  enterprize,  and  by  a 
hasty  march  arrived  in  a  few  hours  at  the  Scots  quar- 
ters, in  a  little  town  in  the  province  of  Anjou,  called 
Bauge,  near  which  was  a  river  traversed  with  a 
•  stone  bridge,  and  guarded  by  a  party  of  French, 
who  upon   Clarence's  arrival,  deserted  the  post. 
Upon  this  alarm,  Hugh  Kennedy,  a  Scotish  cap- 
tun,  with  thirty  archers  advanced  to  the  bridge, 
and  for  some  time  defended  the  same,  Hill  Clarence 
ordered  two  hundred  of  his  curassiers  to  dismount, 


y  Google 


OF  THE  FAMILT  OF  BUCHANAN.  301 

and  with  push  of  spear,  beat  Kennedy  and  his 
small  party,  destitute  of  defensive  armour,  from 
their  post  But  while  this  was  a-doing,  the  earl  of 
Buchan,  with  two  hundred  Scotish  horsemen,  ar- 
rived at  the  bridge,  which  Clarence  observing,  left 
the  passage  clear  to  the  Scots,  and  drew  up  his  men 
iii  order  of  battle.  The  Scotish  general,  as  soon  as 
lie  got  his  men  together,  advanced  toward  the 
enemy,  and  charged  them  with  very  great  bra- 
very, which  was  received  by  the  English  with  no 
less  resolution,  being  superior  both  in  number  apd 
experience.  So  that  after  a  sharp  dispute,  the 
Scots  were  scarce  able  to  maintain  their  ground  ; 
till  in  the  heat  of  the  action,  Sir  Alexander  Buch- 
anan mdeting  the  duke  of  Clarence,  who  was  very 
conspicuous  upon  account  of  a  coronet  beset  with  a 
great  many  jewels  affixed  to  his  helmet,  with  his 
couched  spear  with  the  utmost  vigour  made  toward 
him;  the  duke  in  the  same  posture' met  his  anta- 
gonist, upon  whose  breast-plate  the  duke's  spear 
slanting,  Buchanan  pierced  at  once  through  his 
left  eye  and  brain,  whereupon  he  instantly  fell  from 
his  horse.  Buchanan  in  the  mean  time  getting 
hold  of  the  coronet,  and  putting  the  same  upon  the 
point  of  his  spear,  cried  to  his  countrymen  to  take 
courage,  for  that  there  was  a  token  he  had  killed 
the  English  general,  which  the  English  noticing, 
made  no  further  resistance,  but  committed  their 
safety  to  their  horses9  heels,  there  being  killed  of 
them,  besides  Clarence,  twenty-six  officers,  and 
other  persons  of  quality,  and  near  three  thousand 
soldiers,  besides  two  thousand  taken  prisoners,  with 
2  C 
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▼ery  little  loss  to  the  Soots,  there  being  none  of  jfe- 
count  killed  upon  their  side. 
.  This  victory,  as  it  gave  a  great  check  to  the  af- 
fairs of  the  English,  did  no  less  erect  the  droapiag 
circumstances  of  the  French,  of  which  the  dauphin 
w/w  so  sensible,  that  be  created  the  earl  of  Buchaa 
his  master  of  horse,  and  Wigtoun,  high  constable 
of  France,  and  rewarded  all  the  other  •  persons  «£ 
distinction  according  to  their  merits,  .particularly 
Buchanan,  whom  he  bountifully  rewarded,  and  for 
preservation  of  his  heroic  achievement,  added  to 
his  former  bearing,  a  second  tressure  round  the 
field,  flower'd  and  counterflowered,  with  flowefrde* 
luces  of  the  second,  and  in  a  crest,  a  hand  coupee, 
holding  a  duke's  coronet,  with  two  laurel  branches 
wreathed  round  the  same ;  \yhich  addition  was  re- 
tained by  the  family  of  Buchanan  in  all  time  there* 
after. 

Mr.  George  Buchanan,  who  seems  never  to  have 
been  careful  in  advancing  the  honour  of  his  name, 
asserts  that  the  common  report  was,  that  Clarence 
was  first  wounded  by  Sir  John  Swinton,  and  after- 
wards beat  from  his  horse  by  the  earl  of  Buchaa. 
But  the  assertion  of  the  book  Plusearden,  and  the 
additional  arms,  being  so  plain  a  monument  of  that 
action,  clear  the  truth  thereof,  as  above  related,  be- 
yond all  manner  of  controversy.  Buchanan  is  report- 
ed to  have  sold  the  coronet  to  Stewart  of  Darnly, 
for  one  thousand  angels  of  gold,  and  Darnly. to  have 
pawned  the  same  to  Sir  Robert  Houston,  for  five 
thousand  angels.  This  gallant  gentleman,  with  a 
great  many  more  of  his  country mten,  wa#  killedby 
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the  English,  through  the  treachery,  desertion,  or 
cowardice  of  the  French*  in  conjunction  with  them 
at  the  battle  of  Vernoile,  hi  the  year  1494 

The  next  of  that  family  who  lost  his  life  in  the 
service  of  his  prince,  was  Patrick,  second  of  that 
name,larrd  of  Buchanan,  who,  with  most  of  his  name 
was  with  king  James  IV.  at  the  battle  of  Flowdon, 
in  which  Buchanan  himself,  John,  laird  of  Lenny, 
and  divers  others  of  the  name,  were  killed  in  the 
year  1613-  Though  our.  public  histories  give  no 
account  of  this  gentleman's  death,  at  that  occasion, 
nor  of  a  great  many  others  of  quality,  who  lost 
their  lives  in  that  fatal  engagement,  nevertheless, 
there  are  accounts  to  be  found  of  the  same  in  most 
of  the  families,  whose  principal  men  were  lost  at 
that  juncture. 

GrcoROE,  laird  of  Buchanan,  with  his  name  and 
dependants,  was  at  the  battle  of  Pinkie  in  queen 
Mary '8  minority,  in  which  Buchanan  of  Arnpryor, 
and  divers  others  of  the  name  lost  their  lives.  The 
same  George  was  also  at  the  battle  of  Langside,  in 
which  he  behaved  very  honourably ;  and  no  less  so 
did  George,  third  of  that  name,  laird  of  Buchan- 
an1, father  to  the  late  laird,  who  being  colonel  of 
Stirlingshire  regiment,  during  the  whole  of  the  ci- 
vil wars  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  L,  was  with 
his  regiment  (most  of  the  officers,  and  a  good  many 
of  the  soldiers  thereof,  being  of  his  own  name,)  at 
the  battle  of  Dunbar,  as'also  at  the  fatal  conflict  of 
Ennerkeitbing ;  at  the  last  of  which,  Buchanan, 
with  Sir  John  Brown,  colonel  of  Mid- Lothian  regi- 
ment, with  their  two  regiments,  stopped  the  pas- 
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'sage  of  the  English  army  over  Forth  for  some  days, 
and  would  have  continued  so  to  do  till  relief  had 
come  from  the  king's  grand  army,  then  encamped 
at  Stirling,  had  not  major  general  Holborn,  com- 
mander in  chief  of  that  party  of  the  Scottish  forces, 
(biassed  as  was  thought  with  English  gold)  com- 
manded these  brave  gentlemen  to  abandon  their 
post,  and  allow  the  English  free  passage,  which 
when  effected,  the  general  drew  on  these  two  regi- 
ments with  that  of  brave  Sir  Hector  M'Lean,  most- 
ly composed  of  his  own  name,  to  an  engagement 
with  the  best  part  of  the  English  army ;  Holborn 
himelf,  with  his  regiment  of  horse,  wheeling  off 
without  firing  one  shot,  and  leaving  these  three  re- 
giments of  foot  to  the  mercy,  or  rather  merciless 
rage  of  the  enemy,  they  after  a  most  valiant  resis- 
tance, even  much  greater  than  could  be  expected 
from  their  number,  were  in  the  end  overpowered, 
and  mostly  cut  to  pieces.  The  laird  of  M'Lean, 
with  most  of  any  account  of  his  name,  was  killed, 
as  also  a  vast  number  of  the  name  of  Buchanan, 
the  laird  himself,  with  Sir  John  Brown,  and  some 
few  other  officers  being  made  prisoners,  in  which 
condition  Buchanan. continued  unreleased  till  his 
death,  in  the  year  1651. 

It  may  be  upon  good  grounds  presumed,  that 
divers  others  of  the  lairds  of  Buchanan  were  con- 
cerned in  a  great  many  other  battles,  and  other 
grand  transactions  managed  in  this  nation,  though 
a  particular  account  of  these  matters  cannot  be  so 
easily  obtained.  However,  the  above  mentioned 
instances,  of  which  there  are  accounts,  are  sufficient 
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testimonies  of  these  gentlemen's  willingness  upon  all 
occasions,  to  evidence  their  duty  in  behalf  and  ser- 
vice of  their  prince  and  country. 

As  the  lairds  of  Buchanan  were  ordinarily  among 
the  first  who  appeared  in  the  public  service  of  their 
country,  so  they  were  frequently  obliged,  according 
to  the  too  general  Custom  of  the  more  ancient  times, 
to  maintain  some  private  quarrels  with  some  neigh* 
bouring  names,  and  being  for  the  most  part  unjust* 
ly  provoked,  came  veryN  rarely*-  off  with  disadvan- 
tage. 

The  first  of  these  private  quarrels  that  is  report- 
ed to  have  been,  was  with  the  Arrals,  then  a  nume- 
rous name  in  the  Lennox,  and  whose  perverse  and 
insolent  disposition  was  very  singular,  insomuch, 
that  upon  report  of  any  quarrel,  or  slaughter  in 
these  parts,  in  which  that  name  resided,  those  not 
present,  upon  hearing  thereof  ordinarily  asked, 
who,  besides  the  Arrals  ?  judging,  whoever  were 
seconds,  the  Arrals  behoved  to  be  first  in  any  such 
adventure.  Nevertheless,  in  that  contest  already 
glanced  at  betwixt  the  Buchanans,  and  that  name, 
the  same  was  brought  so  low,  that  there  scarce  re- 
mained thereafter  the  least  memory  of  it. 

Their  next  controversy  is  reported  to  be  .with 
the  G-albraiths,  in  the  reign  of  king  James  IL, 
being  the  most  numerous  and  potent  name  of  the 
Lennox  in  that  age.  The  reason  of  this  contest, 
is  said  to  be  the  laird  of  Buchanan's  marrying  a 
gentlewoman  of  the  name  of  Galbraith,  heiress  of 
Killeam,  Bamoir  and  Auchinreoch.  The  Gal- 
braiths  grudging  very  much  that  so  good  an  estate 
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should  be  carried  off  by  a  stranger,  and  in  regard 
they  could  not  justly  withhold  those  lands,  they  re-- 
solved  to  take  the  advantage  of  these  times,  which, 
being  very  turbulent,  favoured  such  projects,  to 
detain  them  from  Buchanan  by  violence.  This  be- 
gan the  quarrel,  which  continued  for  sometime 
with  mutual  slaughter,  and  did  in  the  end  termin- 
ate not  only  in  the  loss  of  what  the  Galbraiths  so 
much  struggled  for,  but  also  of  divers  of  themselves 
in  the  action ;  the  fast  of  them  being  Galbraith  of 
Benachra  and  Benraes,  who  resided  in  a  little  cas- 
tle, situated  in  a  small  island  of  Lochlomond, 
called  yet  the  Galbraith's  isle,  whence  he  commit- 
ted a  great  many  hostilities  upon  most  of  the 
neighbouring  gentlemen  :  arid  if  at  any  time  de- 
prived of  his  boat,  he  would  swim  with  his  clothes 
and  arms  tyed  betwixt  his  shoulders,  and  in  that 
manner  take  a  boat  from  the  next  adjacent  shore, 
and  carry  the  same  into  his  isle.  Of  this  practice 
Buchanan  being  informed,  paused  plant  an  am- 
bush in  the  next  isle  to  Galbraith's,  which  inter- 
cepted him  while  in  his  swimming  posture,  and 
despatched  him,  to  the  no  small  satisfaction  of  his 
neighbours. 

There  were  divers  other  hostilities  carried  on 
betwixt  that  of  Buchanan  and  some  other  neigh- 
bouring families,  not  necessary  here  to  be  men- 
tioned ;  as  there  were  also  betwixt  the  family  of 
Lenny  and  two  several  neighbouring  clans,  at  two 
different  junctures ;  betwixt  the  family  of  Drumi- 
kill,  with  the  like  number  of  clans ;  and  also  betwixt 
Carbeth  and  a  certain  clan  in  their  neighbour- 
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hood.      In  all  which  contests,  though  after  a  ' 
great  deal  of  bloodshed,  those  families  came  off 
with  the  same  honour  and  advantage  that  the 
principal  family  were  wont  to  have  in  their  en- 
counters. 

The  name  of  Buchanan  was  so  numerous  in 
heritors,  and  the  castle  of  Buchanan  so  centrally 
placed  in  respect  of  the  interests  and  residences 
of  these  heritors,  that  the  laird  of  Buchanan 
could,  in  a  summer's  day,  call  fifty  heritors  of  his 
own  name  to  his  house,  upon  any  occasion,  and 
all  of  them  might  with  conveniency  return  to 
their  respective  residences  against  night,  the  fur- 
thest of  them  not  being  above  ten  miles  from 
Buchanan. 

The  name  of  Buchanan,  since  the  principal  fami- 
ly became  extinct,  consists  of,  or  is  classed  into 
four  classes,  or  families ;  the  first  of  these,  being  a 
certain  number  of  heritors,  and  their  dependants, 
who  are  immediately  descended  off  the  family  of 
Buchanan,  or  the  latest  cadets  thereof,  who,  though 
they  keep  entire  friendship  with,  yet  have  no  de- 
pendance  upon,  any  other  family  of  the  name. 
The  principal  person  of  these  is  Buchanan  of 
Auchmar,  there  being  of  this  class  ten  heritors. 
The  next  is  the  family  of  Drumikill,  the  principal 
person  or  head  of  which  is  Buchanan  of  Craigie- 
vairn, .  there  being  of  this  family  seventeen  heri- 
tors. The  third  is  Buchanan  of  Lenny,  of  which 
family,  himself  included,  there  are  ten  heritors. 
The  fourth  is  the  family  of  Carbeth,  of  which, 
Carbeth  himself  included,  there  are  fourteen  heri- 
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tors.  The  heritors  of  the  MacAuselans,  MacMil* 
lans,  MacColmans,  and  Spittels,  all  immediately 
descended  off  that  of  Buchanan,  being  added  to 
the  first  class,  makes  the  same  the  most  considera- 
ble of  the  four. 
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SOME  LEARNED  MEN 

OF  THE 

NAME  OF  BUCHANAN. 


THERE  have  been  several  learned  men  of  the 
name  of  Buchanan,  besides  Mr.  George,  of  whom 
already,  particularly 

Mr.  Thomas  Buchanan  of  Ibert,  nephew  to 
Mr.  George,  upon  whose  demission  the  said  Mr. 
Thomas  succeeded  in  the  office  of  lord  privy-seal : 
before  which  he  was  a  preacher,  and  a  learned  and. 
eminent  divine :  being  «a  great  promoter  of  the 
Reformation,  he  was  consulted  in  all  points  any 
ways  difficult  that  occurred  in  those  times ;  upon 
which  account  he  is  very  often  mentioned  in  the 
Histories  of  Knox  and  Calderwood. 

There  was  another  Mb.  Thomas  Buchanan, 
son  to  Thomas,  second  of  that  name,  young  laird 
of  Drumikill.  He  was  minister  of  Syres  in  Fife, 
in  the  reign  of  king  James  VI.,  and  was  of  the 
greatest  learning  and  esteem  of  any  of  his  time. 
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Mb.  Robert  Buchanan,  provost  of  the  colle-  . 
giate  church  of  Kirkheugh  in  St.  Andrews,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  James  VI.,  was 
very  famous  for  philosophy  and  theology,  being, 
for  any  thing  I  can  find,  of  the  old  family  of  Arn- 
pryor. 

Mb.  David  Buchanan,  second  son  of  William 
'  Buchanan  of  Arnpryor,  was  a  gentleman  of  great 
learning :  he  flourished  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
reign  of  king  James  VI.,  and  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  I.  He  wrote  a  large  Natu- 
ral History,  which  was  not  completed  at  the  au- 
thor's death,  and  therefore  nevei*  printed,  to  the 
great  loss  of  the  learned  and  curious.  He  wrote 
also  a  large  Etymologicon  of  all  the  Shires,  Cities, 
Rivers  and  Mountains  in  Scotland,  which  was 
printed,  though. not  in  many  hands1;  from  which 
I  find  Sir  Robert  Sibbald  quotes  some  passages 
in  his  History  of  the  Shires  of  Stirling  and  Fife. 


FINIS. 


Printed  by  R.  Chapman,  Glasgow. 
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Page  SO,  line  29,  for  Damly  read  DarleWu 

Page  HI,  line  17,  for  or  those  read  of  those. 

Page  54,  line  5,  for  MacHkraneill  read  MacMhicrancW. 

Page  64,  line  18,  for  Ketine  read  Keating. 

Page  65,  line  29,  for/**  read/w. 

Page  67,  line  4,  for  (toner  lead  O'connor. 

Page  68,  line  9,  for  Oconor  read  Cfconnor, 

Page  77,  line  2,  for>mUy  read  formerly. 

Page  88,  line  17,  for  Christian  read  protestant. 

Page  105,  line  23,  for  Caolcbuirn  read  Caokhutm. 

Page  106,  line  10,  for  Glentre  read  Glen-Ire. 
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